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BOOK THE FIRST. 



The Feast of the Passover in the year 66 A. D. 
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PBEFAOE. 

There is perhaps in the whole history of the world no 
drama grander and at the same time more terrible than 
I be aloge and destruction of Jerusalem by Titus. The fall 
"f < tolthage, awful as it must have been, to judge by the 

! " Illls given by the writers of antiquity, cannot com- 

pare with the fall of Jerusalem and the annihilation of 
i be Jews as a nation. Besides the fate of Jerusalem and 
Ita fcemple possesses a very different interest for the 
< ■ i . 1 1 - 1 1 i : . ■ i than floea u,,, (ioom of the ailc i e nt centre of 
0011 'rot II oaatsof AJrica. in the fearfnl catastro- 
phe! that DTtrtool Zion, we see the fulfilment of our 
Lord's propheoy, and bhe execution <>r the divine fade- 
hmmim upon dm people ami fehe city which in culpable 
blindness rejected the Son or God and nailed Him to the 
cross ol shame. 

This momentous event forms the background of the 
narrative re place before the reader. The principal 
foots are naturally, taken from Flavins Josephus, since 
In liis well-known historical work, The Wars of the Jews, 
be gives a detailed account of the revolt of the Jews and 
the whole course of the war which ended with the com- 
plote destruction of Jerusalem and its temple ; a war of 
which he was an eye-witness and in which he bore an 
active part. In the description of the various incidents, 
except when he recounts his own exploits in the Galilean 
« ■ I , he may be considered as trustworthy. His self-glori- 
fication in regard to the siege of Jotapata is too apparent. 
M im numbers also are as a rule greatly overstated, 
Finally he evidently aims at making this chronicle a 
Battering tribute to his imperial patrons Vespasian and 

(7) 



8 PKEFAOB. 

Titus. But it certainly was not the intention of the 
apostate Jew to prove how literally "our Lord's pre- 
diction of the circumvallation of Jerusalem, the de- 
struction of the city and temple, and the terrible fate 
of its inhabitants was accomplished. II is testimony 
on this point is all the more important, because he 
was not himself a Christian or friendly to Christians. 
The apologetic value of his work cannot be denied even 
by the unbelievers Of our own day, they can only 
endeavour to deprive It of Its force by asserting the 

prophecies of our Lord in the Gospel winch it confirms 
to be "palpable falsifications and later interpolations 77 . 

Unfortunately no such detailed account of the early 
Christians in Jerusalem, their manner of life and their 
religious services has been handed down to us as of the 
political events of the first century. We have been 
obliged to content ourselves with the information that 
can be gathered from the Apostles and the Ecclesiastical 
history by Eusebius of Caesarea. Our authority for the 
history of Veronica's veil and the portrait St. Luke 
painted of the Blessed Virgin is the ancient and time 
honoured tradition respecting them. 

It has been our endeavour to portray the historical 
personages with the utmost possible accuracy. In re- 
gard to accessories, and matters of minor importance, 
as for instance, the statement that Nero was present at 
St. Peter's death, and the description of Caiaphas' end, 
the author alone is responsible. 



CHAPTER 1. 
An unexpected Attack. 

It was the year 66 after the birth of Christ, and the 
annual Feast of the Passover was nigh at hand. Every 
road, every highway in Palestine was thronged with 
pilgrims, going up to Jerusalem to keep the feast. The 
road more especially which led from Jericho through the 
barren mountainous country of Judea, was peopled with 
endless caravans; for not only did the inhabitants of the 
valley of the Jordan, and of the district east of the 
Jordan, journey through Jericho, but the majority of 
the Galileans, the Jews coming from Neronias, theLiba- 
tton, Damascus and Anttoeh, preferred to wend their 
way through the valley of the Jordan, rather than take 
the .shorter road through the detested land of Samaria, 
For several days past company after company might 
have been seen ascending the steep bridle path, in some 
places a very narrow one, which conducted over the 
mountain passes. On they came, in irregular, isolated 
groups; pedestrians innumerable, a trusty staff firmly 
grasped in their bronzed hands; closely veiled ladies 
riding on asses or mules; long strings of camels and drome- 
daries from Syria or Mesopotamia; riders mounted on 
mettlesome steeds; and again lowly herdsmen and 
husbandmen, artisans, traders and wealthy merchants, 
who contrived to combine business interests with the 
visit bo the temple which the Mosaic law rendered ob- 
ligatory upon them; besides Pharisees and teachers of 
the law who delighted to make their piety conspicuous, 
mid travellers of all kinds to be counted by hundreds 
mid thousands, a very exodus of the people. 

On the day of which we are speaking, the next but 

I before the Feast, the road over the hill country was 

comparatively deserted, although a few groups of stragg- 
ler* might still be seen, hurrying onward in order to 
rtsiwb lh«' Holy City in due time. The last party of 

(9) 



10 LUCIUS FLAVUS. 

travellers which had not issued from the gate of Jericho 
until ji somewhat late hour of the morning, was now 
pressing forward to overtake those who were on in front, 
but despite their efforts they did not diminish the 
distance between them. It consisted of two camels and 
three beasts of burden ; on the foremost of the two swift- 
footed animals rode Rabbi Sadoo and his son Benjamin, 
a merry little fellow not much more than eight years 
old. The Rabbi was a very handsome man in the prime 
of life; his countenance was pale, and a bushy black 
beard fell onto the caftan he wore, the line woolen 
text are of which indicated that its owner had no need to 
study economy. The Itabbi was a teacher of the law in 
the principal Jewish synagogue in Antioch, baton the 
death of his brother, who died without an heir, he had 
assumed the direction of a very extensive trade in the 
most costly products of Persia and Hindustan. In fact 
the goods he was now conveying up to Jerusalem were 
worth a fortune. But dearer to him than the choice 
fabrics, the finely-wrought, precious metals of the East, 
were his son Benjamin and Jus daughter Thamar. The 
hitter, a (air maiden of sixteen summers, just entering 
upon womanhood, veiled according to the Jewish 
custom, was mounted, with hex old nurse Sara, on the 
second riding-camel, which, whenever the road permit- 
ted, kept close beside the Irst. A camel-driver, who 
had been hired In Jericho, a surly-looking fellow, walked 
behind the animals. 

Benjamin was never tired of addressing question after 
question either to his father or to the driver. The first 
eminence was now attained, and the Rabbi pointed out 
to him in the distance on the left the leaden-coloured 
expanse of the Dead Sea, surrounded by yellowish-grey 
rocks, while the boy related with great animation the 

terrible story of the fate of Sodom and Gomorrha, his 
eyes sparkling as he warmed to his theme. 

The Rabbi listened with Fatherly pride to the intel- 
ligent child, who already gave proof of mental endow- 
ments and moral qualities of no Ordinary nature. "Can 
you tell me," he asked him, "of another city which 
deserves even more than did the accursed Sodom, that 
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lire and brimstone should be rained down upon it out of 
heaven V 

*'I know what you mean, Father; you mean Rome, 
which has torn the diadem from Judah' s head, as you 
bold us a little while ago in the synagogue. Would that 
It could be burnt up with lire and brimstone! But I 
know another city that can never, never be destroyed by 
enemies, because it is the city of God, and the Lord 
Himself dwells in her holy temple. Do you know which 
i hut is, Thamar?" 

"That is not a very difficult riddle to solve, Benjamin/' 
his sister answered with a merry laugh. "You mean 
. Jerusalem, whose turrets and pinnacles we hope to see 
this very day." Then changing her tone she added 
gravely: "Yet the holy City and the Temple of the 
Lord were once devastated and laid waste by the heathen ! 
Is it impossible that a similar fate should again over- 
take them!" 

"May the God of our fathers forbid such a thing," 
exclaimed the Kabbi. "Because Judah had broken the 
covenant, and worshipped strange gods, the Lord made 
use of Sennacherib as His scourge to chastise her. Now, 
however, both priests and people are zealous In the 
service of the Most High, and the eultus of idols is un- 
known. It is true that the Komans, when they made 
themselves masters of Sion, set up their false deities 
there. But on them, not on His faithful people will the 
just Cod's judgments fall, when at length He sends to 
as the Son of David, for whom we look, and who will 
exalt the sceptre of Judah over all the nations. Let us 
pray that He may come speedily! " 

"I do pray for it, every day," cried Benjamin crossing 
his bands devoutly upon his breast. "The Messiah 
must come soon, for as you reckoned out quite lately, 
the time has run out which Daniel prophesied would 
elapse. How devotedly I will serve Him! If only I were 
a few years older, so that I Jcould carry a sword and 
shield I For He will surely come as a valiant warrior 
and smite the head of the Romans. Yet David fought 
against Goliath, when lie was only a boy — v 

"And you imagine you will be another David and lay 
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the Roman giant low with ft ding and stone, 
Bister toughing. "What il I were t-o net tin; part of a 
Beoond Judilli, and hew the Roman Hololcrues' head ofl 
Ida body I" 

"You, why yun have nol pluck enough So much OS I© 
U ill u pigeOIl," reloiled |hel«i,v. "What do you say to 

that, Father I Fancy oar Thamar like Judith!" 

Thus for a while the children teased one another and 
chattered gleefully, until, aa iii<- gorge became narrower 
and the path steeper, the midday smi — although it w-a» 
early in the yew -boating down npon them) hotly, 
be Idea Um cloud of dost raised by i in- * ;i m*- 1 .^" feel ren- 
dered ecmrenatlon Impossible. Soma weary hours 
followed tor il»- restless boy. Instead of tin* palm teeea 
ami u-rlile plains of the vuIU-y ol the Jotdaa, which the 
Spring had already deeked with countless gay blossoms, 
nothing WHS to l«e seen but sand, huge boulders, musses 
of broken rook, bare and naked walls. Only here and 
there a stunted ilex, dwarfed tamarisk or prickly cactus 
had struck root in some cleft in the surface of the stone. 
Down Iwlow in the bottom or the Wadi n scanty rivulet 
threaded its way through the sand, with ;i faint, mourn- 
ful iniii-iiiur, otherwise nO sound WW to 1* beard, no 
sign of Hie broke the atillness of the Silent, larrcn desert. 

Nol mii 1 il evening was approaching did the travellers 
reach ffadi el Had, through which what is in winter- 
time :i broad stream, bnt which wan thin shrunk to a 
narrow current, flows from Itethaniii to the Wadi Kelt. 
The sun's parting rays foil obliquely on the side 
of the rock as the camels turned to tlie left and 
entered this gorge j Benjamin grew more and more im- 
patient; at every turn in the defile lift asked if they 
should not soon come in sight of Jerusalem T 

Presently they rounded another point of rock; (lie 
sun was just Betting behind a wooded eminence which 
formed a striking; contrast to the barren heights whereon 
the eye had hitherto rested. 

"Nook, Father," cried the boy, "that must l>e the 
Mount of Olives. Shall we -see the holy City before 
nightfall 1 The sun has goue down, and the mountain 
looks a long way ofl still." 
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"You are right, my boy. Tliat is Mount Olivet, and 
from the hill to the left of it we shall have our first view 
of ^ioiris crown of lower*. And as yet we have not 
reached Bethania, we have not yet got to the spring in 
the valley! May the Lord forgive you your Uiiutorincss, 
Ofaed, v.*'- shall not enter Jerusalem to-day." 

The last worda were addressed to the camel 'driver, 
n ho was sauntering along by the side with a careless air. 
Me «;is a young fellow of jiowcrful build, with a coarse 
beard aud a lowering eye. A half-contemptuous smile 
hovered about his lips, and before answering, he casta 
.wide look ul. the thick tamarisk bushes which, growing 
on each side of the stream, concealed the en trance to a 

ravine. Then he said: "My lord speaka the truth. 
We can barely reach the gntee of sion before the clay is 
dome. But In the valley ln-side the brook, there is a 
hospitable Khan, Where oarbeeatacan be put up tor the 
eight, and my lord will Jiud accommodation fur himself 

and bis iauiii\." 

"■Yon propose that wo should pans Hie night m a 
lonely Khan down In the valley, when every one )n 
Jericho warned ns that the roblwi-bands of Hen tiioras 
rendered the whole of this mountainous country unsafe! 
Surely we can at least reach Bethania!" the Rabbi Sadoe 
exclaimed in a tone of displeasure. But his daughter, 
who had been sitting silently on her saddle, them iutcr- 
pos.il, saving to her father in Greek, for she imagined 
Ma- man would not understand that language: "Father, 
do not trust that fellow, lie has intonlionally lingered 
on the way. and wasted a great deal fi precious lime, in 

Order to out us off from the great caravan, which by this 

time must I* safe within tlio walls of Jerusalem. Let UB 
hurry forward ; see, the moon has risen, the moon which 
I lie I/onl has set in the heavens to be a light by bight, 
il in almost full, and when the last rosy Unts of day have 
died out on the mountain tops, its pure white light will 
surely enable ns to find OUT way at least to Bethania." 

"Wisely said, my nrndent Tliamar," answered the 
Rabbi, also waking use of the Greek tongue, which was 

in fact at that time the colloquial language of Hie educated 

clause*. "We will proceed as far as Bethania by moon- 
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light, although I cannot say that I share your suspicions 

of Owd. Iht is alow and awkward, ami we ought to 

have engaged "ii" who did his work better, but lie seems 
tomehonesl ODOQfih." Tnoil turning: to the driver, he 

loltl liiin in Annnaii', dial In- really must make haste, for 

in any ewe Bethnnia uusl I-- reached that evening. 

"We should have Ihm-u there lontf ago." he conclmh-d, 

"if yon had done your tint y, bnt through your indolence 
we Btarted War tram Jericho than we tdtould have done, 
mid yon have idled uwny al li'iust two hours on tlie 

road." 

Obed had perfectly anderebood ail that, was said in 
Creek, iincl u innlii'iDiiN twileh iiIhuiI I In* i-omi-rs of his 
mouth might have betrayed tins, bad lift not kept his 

h&id turned all the time towards the liiuiarisk hushes oil 
the other side of the valley. And now, whilst he ans- 
wered the Kabl>i with the most submissive manner, Tie 
Cast sidelong glances at the thicket and the ravine. 

"O Master, it was not your servant's fault that the 
ba£#i£e- camels were loaded so slowly this morning, nor 
was he to blame because the dromedary carrying the 
rich rairiH'ls from Persia and the bales of Kilk from Hin- 
dustani went lame before an hour's march was over. You 
have rather reason to thank me for having persisted in 
shifting his loud to the shoulders of the other camels, 
to eaw the poor beast, lor otherwise ho wonhl have 
brokni down altogether. And now, if it is my lord's 
will that we journey onto Itethania, or even further, in 
the doubtful light of the moon, his. conmiamls shall be 
obeyed. Bnt the night is no man's friend, they say, 
and if one of the ridinjj-eaiimls were to stumble and fall, 

how terribly grie\ «-d your servant would be, it you, ray 
lord, your sw.-et Utile son or your licaut iful daughter, 
came to any harm." 

"The animals aeein very sure-footed,*' the Rabbi 
answered. "It if* not thai which I am afraid, of. How 
about the robber-bands of Hen Oiorasi, winch, as I was 
told in Tiberias and Jericho, make the whole country- 
side unsafe? Even in my father's time the road from 
Jericho to Jerusalem had the name or being infested by 
thieves, and the rogues have multiplied so rapidly in the 
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lust few years, that even the Itoinans — may the Lord 
soon scull us Ills Anointed to humble their pride — have 
been unable to hold these children of Belial in check. 
Before X left Paiiiiiseiig I was advised to wait lor the 
escort or the Syrian Legate, who was goiuj; up to Jerusa- 
lem at the head of several cohorts. But I would] rather 
bare given up the journey and not been present at the 
feast, than place my children at the mercy of that 
« auton soldiery. May God confound them! Besides I 
counted on keeping up with the great caravan. What 
is* said about Ben Gioras in Jericho f " 

"What is said of Simon Ben Gioras, do you askl 
Why, tha wealthy Sadducees, thofriends of Rome, curse 
hi in' and call him a common brigand-chief. The Itomans 

would cruelly him, if theyooaW take him prisoner. But 

the comuion people, who hate tin- slnin^er, ami would 
fain OuBt off Jala yoke, look lipmi rtinum UnGinras as a 
hero, like Simon Machabeua. It is. due, Ben Giorafl 

robe, l«ni lie only takes the property of others to eel his 
own people free; he puts some fcodeath, but only those 
who are the enemies of Ins people, and he never lifts his 
hand against an Israelite, unless it is one whom the 
Council of the Brethren ') in Jerusalem have pointed out 
a,son«- to |>e slain. No; Simon Ben Gioras is no ordinary 
brigand-chief from, the mountains of Hoab, he is a lion 
of the tribe of Jmlah. He i* a BOO of 1 >aviof, and many 
regard him as the Lord's anointed, who shall come to 

exalt His people and make all His furs l lis footstool." 

llabbi Sadoc listened with astonishment to this speech 
from the lips of a man who had offered h is serviees as an 
ordinary camel-driver, mid whose rugged appearance 
and untntored manner see mod to accord with his oc- 
cupation. But now Obed was transformed; he drew 
himself up to his full height; his eye, hitherto dull and 
half-dosed, sparkled with a sinister light, and his hand 

') The Sicarii (robbers, banditti) constituted a kind of secret 
society ; they slew men -who were maiked by them »s -'enemies. 
■>f the people" in the day-lime, in the midst o( the city, chiefly 
OO festivals, alabbiiiR thcni with a short curved knife or pon inru, 
which they concealed under their garments. 

(ci. Josephiss, Wars of Hie Jews II, 13, Q.) 
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grasj>ed the liilt of a short curved knife, or dagger, 
which w:ik wdiii in Ms girdle. And suddenly the dis- 
guised roblier — lor indeed Hiieh he was — alu-ring a 

peculiar cry. which wan nimwerod from tho thicket of 

tamarisks, flang liiinsnll On 1 1 m* unsuspecting Itahbi and 
dragged him In the ground. Holding Inn dagger to his 
throat. In* «>\Hahneil : " Yon :ne oin« of those marked by 
[ho llnth ivn :is an eiimny of I lie people, you must die!" 
I'llt 1lli thfi mom.nt when l he assassin dealt his murder- 
ous blow, be vu hlmsoll knocked down, so tiiai be fell 
bleeding across Him ImhIj' id Inn virliiu. II was Benjamin 
wlni had 00100 to the icsrin-. An BOOD as ho saw Olted 

jaiii bis father tr the saddle, the boy sprang down 

and enatcfaing; up a large stone rrom the wayside In ImiIIi 
handB) bo struck the murderer aa lm stooped over the 

Rabbi with it on the hack of the head with all his might. 
'father, Father, ha« he killed you?" the little fellow 
cried in anguish, aa he attempted to drag the bandit, 
who was apparently stunned, off his father's prostrate 

form. "Father ia dying! Qiiick, Tharoar, help, Father 

will bleed (o death!" 
Tlnimar had likewise slipped down off her camel, And 

now amid Utter la if ui ions, she thing herself upon the 

ground beside her father., who WU severely wounded. 
Tearing her long white veil from her head, she instantly 
endeavoured I« staunch with it. the blood that flowed 

freely from a gaping wound in the Rabbi's throat, calling 
loudly meanwhile on God f<»r help. But almost before 
tlie children fairly realized what had happened, ttiey 
found themselves surronnded by several ferocious- 
looking bandltB) who had emerged from the thicket, 
crossed the narrow gorge, and who now laid hands, 
amid oaths and curses, on tho boy and Die girl. 

"To think that blockhead OI»-d should let. himself he 
made to hite the dust by this bit of a boy!" exclaimed 
one of the number, seizing Benjamin's ar m in »n iron 
grip. "You shall pay tor this, yon young viper," 
he added, and already (he bright steel was mtd to Hash 
in tho moonlight over the poor chfld'S bead. 

But the leader of Hi.- band iitterr>osod : "Shame on yon 
BarahtaBl Whsnwas«mr»Ten«Ingswordetatoedwitb the 
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Uood of childien ! Bind lrim find take liira to our camp. 
And lake the maiden there too. This capture will 
enrich oar coffers with at the very Joist some ten 
thousand shekels. 1 ) What is the use of shrieking for 
hclpf No one hearst you here, child, but the jackal of 
the desert. Be quiet, not a hair of your head shall be 
hurt." 

Thamar looked up in terror at the brigand, a stalwart, 
I imao" -shouldered man, with hard and rather Bensual 
features. "If you have any human feelings," she en- 
treated, "have pity on the poor child who ia kneeling 
beaide his dying father. And if you are a son of 
Al'iiiluini, not sin ignorant heathen, Itavo before yonr 
i yea the fear of God, for whose law yon profess to be 
zealous." 

Bat Benjamin broke in: "Sister, do not ask anything 
of this wicked man. Lei hiin kill me, mid you loo, if 
heeliooees. We shall go fco Abraham's bosom, whore 
we shall find oar Pother again, and he and his comrades 
will m down t<» hell, where everlasting flamosshaQ lw 
their reward. Come on. ml off my head and Thamar' s 
Dfl well, for we rdinll never tfu "">"' youvr our own free 
will." 

The Htief of the kind laughed aloud. "What a 
plncky little man," ho said. "Coiue with me, my fine 
fellow, you shall read tlie Koran lo me on the Sabbath, 
ami preach OS a Bormon lo hoot. It might be really 
useful to us," he concluded willi another laugh. Then 
Earning to bis men, who in the rnmiitirne hud tikcn 
possession of the booty, lie ordered them to make haste 
and trot elear of the spot liefore any unwelcome pn«sts 
came that way. "Put Obed on one of the camels, I 
will n'do the other wUh tola damsel; you, Eimbbas, 
may take up the hoy l>eforo yon. Before the moon 
reaches the meridian we must In- where the lonesotno 
il'\\ stands. But stop, what is that I hear! That is 
-■iinly (lie ring of horses' hoofs coining; up the valley 1 M 

■'Your ears do not deceive yon, Master," Biiralibnfl 
replied. "That is unquestionably the sound of horses' 



') The shekel was h Jewish coin, id value about eight pence 

- nt*). 
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hoofs, and of a goodly Dumber, shod with iron, coming 

up the ravine. ltoinanm no doiibt!" 

«*Mftj the God i»l our Fathers blunt thorn! Ite quick, 
we must get *o the other side eJ tile boshes, with 
our boots 1 before they oonoo up. Will yon bold .your 
tongue, little screech-owl 1 Another Bound ami your 
neck shall l»> wrung. Ami you loo, daughter otSadoo, 
yon dare Hormm ror help! By my good sword, the 
hoi srui.'ii have board UieU erics and arc coming up at 
lull Bpeed. Blond by moi oomradenl Simon Ben GUorae 
is nol the one to give up his prey , or y lold hla gxooQu 
:is long as then la a> chance tor n brave nuu to conquer. 
TIm-iv mm- oiilv 1 -or AvoOl llifiii In :i du/en ol un!" 

In Tact as lie Bpokc a small troop «>f horsemen were 

seen e rgjng from the darkness of the ravine. Their 

brass helmets, round shields, their leathern breast- 
plates studded, willi Iron gleamed in the bright niuou- 
li(djt. A young soldier rode first, ou u white steed ; the 
gold ornaments on his helmet showed him to be the 
captain. liaising himself on his stirrups, be called out: 

•'What is the matter! Who culls tor help 1" 

"Pilgrims, who have been overtaken by robbm," 
Thamar answered in Greek. "But be o« your guard, 

(hey are lying in wail " The maiden eon Id uot 

finish tier sentence, she was dragged bathe ground and 
a cloth thrust Into her mouth. Her In ol her, however, 
finished It for her: "Them on Uw right, in tiio shadow 

of the rock." 

The Officer looked in the direction indicated, and 
gave his men orders to arrest the highwaymen. But a 
grey-howdod llceurlon rode up to his aide, and said in a 
whisper: "l>o not reckon it is cowardice on old Martins' 
part, sir, if he COun^'ls you to wait until I'omponiuV 
horsemen O0KO Up), before we grapple with (bis brigand 
band. In these BOCUrBOd mountain passes lien Giorrts' 
footpads have iiioip than once got the better of us. We 
do not know, what the numbers of the enemy maybe." 

"A valiant warrior does not care to count his adver- 
saries, Martius. Perhaps, however, yon may be right; 
Head a man, or do you yourself ride hack down (he 
ravine and hid rouipouius hurry up with hia company. 
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Yet, by Jupiter, the rogues will spare us the trouble of 
deliberating whether we shall engage them or not; 
utones and arrows are already whizzing about our heads. 
Ho, wo will not fly from Hi«B ; forward llien!" 

The young officer raised his shield, on which in a 
moment a number of missiles mug, and with drawn 
BWord charged the robbers. Pour ol his companions 
followed his example. But old Martins held in his 
horse, a»«l 8haWng "> 8 *»ead sagely watched tlie en- 
counter. "That is l>eing foolhardy," he grumbled to 
himself. "Horse* are useless to us in this god-forsaken 
defile. The rascals are hiding behind the rocks. There, 
I was right 1 Oue of our Ken has fallen already! A 
liltle more and thev will have lost all their good horses 
and their own Uvea into the bargain. I had better rule 
back and fetch our comrades to help." 

Martina was about toad on bis detenninauon, wfcea 
be saw the (MitiiiioH put spara to hta home, and spring 
over a mass of rock Into the midst of the brigands ; two 
other horsemen did the same . Their Rwords gleamed 
88 they swung them aloft; three, four of the enemies 
were cut down, and as many trampled under foot ; the 
others Sled to the caverns in the rock, whither cavalry 
could not follow. Their leader however with a couple 
of bounds leaped to the spot where Thnmar, paralyzed by 
terror, still knelt by her father's side, watching the 
course of the melee. Lifting the girl >■' his arms, he ran 
with this light burden towards the tamarisk -bushes, in 
the shelter of whieh his Arab charger was Steading. 
"Once in the saddle," he mattered between his teeth, 
"my gallant steed and 1 will langh all the KomailS to 

At the sound of his whistle the obedient animal 
answered Willi a neigh, and came towards him ; bis hand 
was already on the bridle, when Martins grasped him 

hv the shoulder, so that he lei the girl drop and turned 
on hispuirtuer likea wounded lion at bay. It would have 
gone ill with the soldier, if the centnrion had not come 
ntonee to his rescue. Moth together they found it no 
easy matter to disarm and bind the brigand • not until 

this was dene had they leisure to attend to the damsel. 
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who had fallen tainting on the sandy noil of the*Wadi, 

when- I hi* last wmUit had taken |ilac*. 

'-l-iH.r child!" ejaeiilatecl Martins, in a kinder manner 
thilll OlliMViilllll lliivr BUBpecled III US Veteran warrior, 

grown grey In the midst, of battles. "Irwdly think that 
devil must have Blabbed her, see her dress isaoaked 
with blood." 

• -N.., she la coming In," easwerod Uie centurion, wlio 
had knelt down and moistened the girl's temples with 
ihc water ttial made a narrow bad for Itself in the bottom 

ol I he Wiidi. "\\ hal eyoflt" he murmured io himself, 
us Thainar's li.ls u ml.-s.-d tor B moment, "Ihey Eire far 

larger and more beanttfiu than my slater'a." Then with 
a kind ol timid rereronoe ho strobed the Long silky hair 
Ir.nn her temples, and raising berheati, tinned it no Unit 
the moonlight showed Uiq perfect oval <>f ber oonnto- 
naure. Again she opened her eyes, and this lime eon- 
seiousnosa seemed to return. PlrBt with bewilderment, 
then with alarm, she gazed at the young soldier in the 
bright lie I met «"<1 glistening sninour, who was looking 
at lier willi such gentle, friendly eyes. Blushing deeply, 

she KtreU'liwl out her hands, as if reeling f or the veil 

which eastern customs required her U) draw over lier 

rxuautenauce, and a ery of dismay ami pain escaped lier 

Up*. _ 

"Courage, lair maiden," said the centurion. " 1 ou 
are in good hands, I «ill take aamneh care of you as 
if you ware my own dear sister, ol whom your eyes 
remind me. Bom asaaJhmts are nil defeated." 

"My Father, alas I is he really "lead* and my Brother, 
have tJbfl barbarlaafl killed him too! oh let me get up, 
I am onito able to walk. My Father musl beoverthere, 
lying on the ground where the oamels are standing. 

If we can only save him, help me, do help me!" 
Supported by lie centurion's ana, Tnaioar walked 

with tottering steps to the spot where* tin- wound. -I man 

lav weltering in liis blood. The bandage hlsdanghter 
had made with her veil, tad partly stopped the bleed- 
ing, and the Babbi was not totally unconscious. He 
recognized Tbanur, but could only utter unintelligible 
sounds, and soon relapsed into a swoon. Martius, who 



LUCIUS W.A.VUS. 



21 



in his many campaign* had squired a little knw}«Jg« 
concerning the treatment of wounds, examined the 
Rabbi's throat, and then expressed Ins opinion that the 
hurt was not fatal, the dagger having apparently severed 
nothing of .serious oonaequeaoe >u the throat UaeJJ, 
but the blow being directed upwards, bad reached the 
uvula and probably lnjtt«a the root of the tongue. me 
I,,,.,., wood had however hocucoi aiderable, and il *» 
to Lw feared that fever would Ret iu. 

"That shall l>e prevented if possible by tho UM of the 
befit remedies and the advice of the first physicians, as 
soon as we caui take your Father to *•""*■•. £° 
night we must get him to Bethania, and the first thing 
tomorrow morning, if bis condition permits, to J™* 
lem,» the centurion said, to comfort tho disconsolate 

Tb ' S "J!ad my brother Benjamin, what has heroine ol 
him !" U» gb-1 en< inJ red . In accents of. deep .list rejw. 
BeawAwMmade fox the child amongst the IrkIwh of 

the dead and M «.« —led but in vain- "J b«oM nurse 
also had completely disappeared. The ^ri^ *» 
at»ut to glW tho Hignal to depart, when a bug -note 
soumted in the ravine. It was known to MnU tte 
approach of Pompuiiliu, and the little party halted to 

await, the arrival of his company. 

"Thev were at a greater distance than I imagined, 
said Martius. "It was fortunate for us that the 
pXmlfcwere not more in number, or sooeour would 
toy" CM* too lute. What is to be done with the 

^Slistot all wo must put this wounded ■ma «■»<•* 
the ridiug-eamcls. Y on, Martins bad better bold him 
in yonr strong arm*. Then he will be more ;«bto tobew 

t, otion of tin- animal, if it is led slowly and eart- 

hilly A litter would of course 1* far preferable, but 
how could we possibly procure onct" 

"You Beem very much concerned atamt tin* Jew, 
i-rowkd the mvv l»:u.ie,l old warrior. 'There is not 

received honorable wounds on the field .. l»; le. What 
I wonderful fuacinution there seems to be in a Jewish 
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maiden's dark eyes] Well, do as you like, if only yon 
will let urn have Uie ohiuTtaiif k lit u'mi us tny Hhuro ol llie 
spoil." 

Before the centurion could reply to UiisHpeceh, the 
tribunti l'omponius galloped up ;i1, the head Ol a hody of 
eavalry. "A stroke of goodluek for you, LurmsFlavos!" 
he exelaimed laughing |i> Jiis Jellow ollieer, WhOM senior 
he was only by about a year. "You must make? au 

offering lu Fortune, comrade! Upon my tronl, mncn as 

I hale anal despise the Jewish nation, il must !»• 

acknowledged that some of their daughters ore remark- 
nitiy pretty. Audi what a splendid none thai is which 
Marlins is holding! A thorough-hrcd A rah. I must 
sec* that hy daylight to-morrow and purchase il, even if 
I have to give 10,000 sestertii for it." 

"You can Willi) Hint villi Marlins anil the others 
who had the tussle with the bandils, and therefore have 
thw first claim to the booty. ThisdauiBcl I take under 
my protection," the centurion replied. 

HiS Superior oftirer ami friend ngnin laughed aloud. 
"What, allalhnue already! Thai is not like you, Lucius. 
Well, your (inn must come too, though you are such a 

preacher of morals and stoicism. Bot enough of that; 
it la tiiim for us to be "il. What is to lie done with the 

prisoners', do yon ask? Then !■ no good in burdening 

ourselves with llieiu; they were taken HI fhtijranle delicto, 

rim Hie robbom through. By the river Btyac, Htey 

may think lliciusclve.s lucky 1o have Bach a fate; if we 
had taken them l*» Jerusalem, they would have had a 

lingering death on tliecrai ■■*' 

This order was Immediately carried out. Bat when 
Ma-rlius' hiiico was levelled i»i Mm- ehi.f vho lay lightly 
hound upon the grmin*l, (lie man fried out : "Ship, slop, 

it is your inleivsl 1o spam my lid-. I*'or if you lake mo 
into the oily alive you will be stole to olaim a larger 
reward. I wan told that 30,000 Sestertii were set upon 
my head." 

"Then you must, lie the notorioiisSlinou [ten 0-lora*," 
Poiuponiua eselaiim il. ''ISut no, it cannot Ih*. The 
man who defeated our cohorts more than out* eaainot l>e 
audi au arrant coward. Turn him round to llm moon- 
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light, so that I may see his face. Yes, it must be he, 
there is tho scar oil his check and other ma rJca by which 
he is to be recognized. Comrades, wo may count upon 
20,000 sestertii! Take good care however, that he 
does not slip through our hands, for nothing but the 
hop© o? escape would have Induced him to discover hia 
identity to as. 

"Twenty thousand sestertii!"') shouted the soldiers 
in jubilation. "Twenty thousand sestertii," the 
tribune repeated, ''in addition, to a magnificent steed 
and the talrest of Jewesses! Lucius, yon are a spoilt 
child of Fortune. But now let us move on, we ought 
to bo in Bethania on hour hence. Then the first thing 
to-morrow morning you can ride into the city and tell 
the Procurator that Cestius Oallus will bo his guest to- 
morrow evening. I am quite aware (hat Floras will bo 

highly delighted id. the prospect of entertaining so 

distinguished a visitor: the Procurator of .1 uiU-u and tho 

Syrian Legate havi< always lieeii a* warmly nttuelrod to 
one another as the proverbial cat and dog;. Forward, 
march!" The high Spirited young Roman pressed on 
to the head of his troop. The centurion rodo alternately 
lieside the camel that l»ore the wounded Rabbi, and 
beside tho one on which his daughter was mounted,, say- 
ing a few words of comfort or encouragement to them 
from lime to time. Thamar never uttered a word of 
gratitude; but she prayed fervently for her rescuer to 
the God of her fathers, and the look: in her eyes ex- 
pressed her feelings towards him far more eloquently 
than any speeches her tongue could have framed. 



') A romtn coin ibont two penw (l cents) in value. 



CHAPTKU 2. 
In IJ e i h a n i n. 

The travellers, with their military escort, readied 
Bethunia l>cforo midnight without farther misfortune. 

The Cheerful little village iviis crowded villi pilgrims, 

and as might beexpeotedi Acre wsb nol a room to be 
had In the Inn. The soldiers, In and as (hey were to 
all manner «( banUhipg, Uionghl nothingol bivouacking 
in the oped air, bat they were obliged to have pro vender 

and water for their hordes. So Hie mlt-nnc roused the i n— 
habitants out of their sleep and compelled them to pro- 
vide what wa^s required for the animals, »s well as 
produce bread and a, draught of wine for tho hungry 
soldiers*. Thin they did most reluctantly, for every ser- 
viee done to one of the hat<-d in vadi-is wenh sorely against 
thes grain of every Jew. Then Hie. hones were picketed, 
gentries set, a huge Are lighted, and the men, wrapped 

in their cavalry-cloaks, lay down on the ground lorn 
few hours renl. 

Itut what WftS lo become of the Wounded HaUhi :md 

his daughter) Whilst approaching: Ihe village, the 
( iiii in ion i.urius bad observed ol a short distance from 
it n spacious farm house. Blooding in a large garden, 
evidently I he abode of wall-to-do people. Thither lie 

now prow* -doit leading ihe Iwo eameis, and Hie other 
beasts villi ilie baggage. He had not to knock long, 

before the dour was opened by an old woman. Willi 

one hand she shaded front Hie draught the fllokerlng 

Ilatne el the oil-lump which she carried in the other, 
anil Without Waiting lo make further inspection of Ihe 

unexpected intruder, she greeted him with the words: 
Peace be with you. 

Lucius, prepared for an niill.nrsl.of displeasure or even 
abuse at this nnt.iiuely disturbance, was aniiazcd on 
hearing the friendly *:i In hilioii. The old woman surely 
could perceive that he wore the armour of a Itouiaa 

(24) 
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soldier, for the moonlight ahem brightly on his helmet 
and coot-of* until. Taken by surprise he exclaimed: 
"Yon must be bland, my good friend ! Do you not see 
you arc speaking to a Roman Gaptaiuf We are not 
aeenstomed to be greeted in such a manner iu this 
country." 

"Why should I not wish peace to you and to all of 
as, although you are a soldier? Peace is the most pre- 
cious gift of Heaven. But yon do not understand that, 
and (Ids is no time or place lo explain it to you. IVll 
mo how I can serve yon, Sir, and if it is. within my 
power your wishes shall l»e complied with." 

In broken Aramaic Lucius told his story : liow he had 
been fortunate enough to rescue m Jew and his daughter 
from the bands of robbers, but not before them an bad 
sustained severe injuries, He therefore lumped shelter 
(car tin-in, since he, as a soldier, could dm nothing more 

forthem. Il«* especially Booentaated the (act that the 
n oiimied man was a fellow country man ami co-relfgioalst 

and tlmt be was in a powitiou to- make ample romuiier- 
alion for the hospitality extended to him, for it was 
apparent that the travellers were* wealthy people. 
Moreover, he added, the beauts laden with merchandise 
would tie surety for the payment of any debts contracted 
by their owner. 

The- old woman cut the centurion short, by running 
Imek into the house, calling loudly. "Euscbius, Martha, 
Mary! Make haste, get np and coine down directly. 
Get the guest-chamber ready. Salvation is porno to our 
house; the Lord Himself asks admittance under onr roof 
ill the shape ol an unfortunate brother who is wounded." 
Then she came again to the door: "Where is the 
wounded ruauT Poor fellow! If you will wait one minute 
my husband and my two nieces will be here immedi- 
ately, la that sweet, damsel his daughter* How much 
yon must have suffered, my child! But be of good 
courage, our Lord will turn all to onrgood. To those 
who love God, all things work together for good. Now 
ilisiuctiint at once and let me embrace yon." 

Kvon if Lucius had been more conversant than he was 
w iih Aramaic, he would not have understood the effusive 
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charity wh<>r<>wilh perfect strangers wore 11ms welcomed. 

He shook bis head doubtfully, ami Bald >» lattnto Mar- 
lins: "i mil half afraid we hare oosne to the fcenea of a 
mad woman; what «m that mean, oar Lord i» the shape 

uf si wiHiml.il hi-.llnM ■;" 

"Never you mind, Centurion," uiwtwi'rwl Hi* 1 old 
solilicr. "She may he SJine or insane for aught 1 "-are, 
if we only got rid of tlnwe tiresome Jowh. They win 
manage to got on together somehow." 

liy this lime the house was wen to Ik- aslir. Two 
girls With oil-lamps appeared in (ho hall, with pleasant, 

prepossessing faces, innocence ami HWCerity looking out 

of tlic-tr dear eyes. They went ap toThaniai, Itwlifymg 
tin- compassion they felt for Iter more by the kiml.syiupM- 
Uiiiing manner iu which they looked at her than liy 
what they said to her. ltut Thamar's whole attention 
wasrivetted npon her father, whom the centurion woh 
lifting down from the camel in his strong arras. She 
supported his head and thus he was carried into the 
guest-chamber, on the threshold or which they were met 
by a fin© looking old man, with a gentle, benevolent ex- 
pTCesiOD of roiinlniaut"'. 

"Thol-onl MOBflyoUl* coming in, ami grant vmi His 
jH-ar.-:- 1 mi eh win *tln' greeting wherewith ha icreived 
them, ottered in accents which went to the heart aB they 
came from the heart. "Now, my good friend where i Iu 
yon feel paint All, I see yon cannot speak ; your tongue 
is hurt ami swollen, and oh, what a sad cut wo have 
l.. t. ! Do not be alarmed, please God, that will be healed 
lielore long. Let me fool your pulse — it is very weak— 
you have lOHt a grant deal of blood; but lime and good 
nursing will sot that right again. Keep up yonrconragc, 
and above all do not exeite yourself. Yon are in good 
handR; thank God for that, and also thank this kind 
officer, who saved your life. Now Miriam, Martha, 
bring me water and towels and a sponge, and my little 
medicine chest, for we roast wash the wound well and 
put, on fresh baiuhu-es." 

The girls slipped away to fetch what was wanted. 
'II. ulnar meanwhile knelt by her father's side, stroking 
his band, smiling amid her tears and whimpering words 
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<<r encouragement; on the otlier side of the conch the 
Centurion knelt, supporting the wounded man, while 
their host cautiously examined the gaping cut. Lucius 
IiikI doffed his helmet, ami thrown oil his mantle. 
( lolden hair in crisp curls, not clipped as closely as was 
usual amongst the Bo man soldiery,, fell ou his broad, 
low Jorehescl, and his blue eyes giued wi '» profound 
sympathy on the girl opposite to hiin as well as ou (he 
wounded man, whose countenance, pale as death, and 
contracted by pain, was turned towards his daughter. 

The bystanders perceived that the Rabbi was desirous 
to say something, and that his inability to make liiiu- 
si*H understood "was most distressing to hira. Finding 
liiH si^ns were not inlerprel-eil itrighl, he began to get 
esclted) until Salome, at her huslmnd's suggestion, 
fetched a wax tablet and stylo. The Kti-bhi look it 
eagerly and 1 racing the won! "lUmjauiin," gave it to his 
daughter. She hurst afresh into bean, and told her 
father that during the light with the brigands, bar 
brother and the old nurse had disappeared, and no trace 
had been found «f them. On hearing this, the Kabbi's 
features showed how deep was the grief the intelligence 
caused Mill. 

The Centurion, with a view to relieve his anxiety in 
heme, measure, said: "The boy has not been killed, or 
we should have been certain to discover his body. 
Kither he made his escape, or he was forcibly carried 
off by the brigands, in the hope of obtaiuin.fr a ransom 
for him. To-morrow 1 will request the Tribune to send 
a. troop to soour the t'onntry again; Ictus hope that by 
this means w-e shall find your son." 

Rabbi Sadoe looked gratefully at the officer. Thaniar 
devined what he would fain have Bftdd , and spoke for him, 
a rosy blush mantling her cheek. "My Father desires 
to thank you, noble Sir, ftermit me to do so in his place. 
This fresh a*t of kindness on your part will put the 
climax to the obligations yon have already conferred on 
us, and for which we can never l« sufficiently grateful; 
Kriijiimiu is my only brother, ami tin- apple of my 
Father's eye. If you could bring him hack to us, I 
really think he would be almost well again. There ia no 
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doubt Iliiil the. roblwrs earned off the obild lor the Mike 
of it ruiisnm, ti ml a confide ruble one dm, for they are 
well aware thai my Patheris a wealthy man. Benjamin 
would not have ran away, be is loo bmve for thai, and 
too food of my Pather and of me." 

The wounded man expressed byalgashls aesent to 
all that his daughter said. Then he wrote on the tablets; 
"Many thanks. 'Whoever brings me baek my Uoy shall 
be richly rewarded. I am prepared in pay any niiiHOin, 
the largest sain I can raise — from two i<- three talents oJ 
silver.- 1 ) if need be." 

While liiH-ius mad these words, which were written 
in Greek — and read them nofewithoel astonishment at 
the opulence to whleh they testified, Sadoo drew from 
his pocket a leathern pnrso containing several gold 
coins, ami making n Bugn to Marlins, wlin (ill then hod 
stood in a corner of the room, a silent Spectator of what. 
Went on, fo approach Hie bed, he put. a gold ricnar — (a 
coin or about the value of £l sterlintr) — into his hand. 
Tin' Old soldier oonld understand that language ajthough 
hitherto he had Dot comprehended a word thntwas said; 

with anmileof satisfaction be pocketed the n ■> say Ingi 

"Tiiat «jii »h- of Home Dae to mi', it is it long Urno since 
I had as much in my purees Thai is to repay me for 
HTf trouble in carry inn HiojVm in my nritiH all the way 
to this place. I was not orea ted for a U k nurse I Our 
Oantarion however seems to have a taste r«.i thnl sort el 
thing, though ho bears himself gallantly in the Bold. 

Well, well, women lia> ;■<!<• Hercules hlmaell sit and 

spin before now," ho added I o himself in an undertone. 

The Rabbi next tar I to the Oonturien with an en- 
quiring look, as if he WOOld ash him in whal way h<> 
could leoompeuBe the services he had rendered aim. 
The young nmn guessed what be wished to say, and 

answered with a smile : '-Then' is nothing bo Say abonl 

that. Ifc was a pleasure bo me i<> do what I oonld Tor 
you and your daughter." Sadoo glanced :■' Tbunar and 

noticed how lw>r colour lii'i«htcii«d at. IIhw words, and 

the look that accompanied them. H« knitted bis brows, 

') The attic taSnit, nf silver was equivalent in vales to about 
£236 ; ihri.ilinioli:.,:.!,., nearly ten tiim-s M much. 
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Mil ufl.-r a moment's hesitation eanght up the tablets 

... i i,.. "Yon are welcome to take half the mcrckaii- 

" hieli you were the means of saving, or il you prefer 

'i nieutiou tlie sum 1 hat T may venture to offer you — 

'i I Bust beg thai you will uot disturb ray daughters 

I Ol mind." 

TH* \ (rang Roman flashed crimson, and he exclaimed: 
'I... I shown any wish for your property or the least 

• °' -V"" r wealth t Have I said a word to vour 

in,..- but what am I thinking of to quarrel with .1 

mail. Forgive my bad temper, and now let m« bid 

1 I ire well. I leave yon in excellent bands, and it is 

high time that my companion and I rejoin our eom- 

1 Hies Farewell, ami may the gods hasten your re- 

, »v»ry," 

(tying tin- fVnlurion put. on bis helmet, bowed 
imlltalj to all present and quitted the room. Itui In-fore 

■■"'■ »«Hlii> threshold Thamar hastened after bim, and 

1 ild n detaining hand upon his mm. "Osir," sin- said 

deprecating tone, "do doI lean as In anger) Whai- 

«W Father write on Uiat wielrhed tablet to make 

nil wiloiireol 1 amanre be bad no intention of dis- 

1 li l ■mi-. yOQ, he if) hardly master of himself, just con- 

Mli 1 iii«- clrcnmstanoea in which bo is!" 

"Knoiijcb, enough/' Lucius answered. "For your sake 

I »ill forgive him for having attributed to me. ulterior 

Then taking her hand, ho raised it to his 

"••la.bi.-d; -You remind me so much of hit dear 

il I-- hiicillii. far nway in my own country, only her 

md eywi me of a different colour bayous." 

■Bho is Indeed to he, envied for having so good a 

liridlmr. No duiiht hec hair and eves are like yours." 

"'Pli.-d. Thou (Milting her hands to her tbront 

In nuclns|.tHl a valuable necklace of large brilliant 

'•'" h - I h .v a Baptalre of Kreat bounty, and en- 

I 'dm to lake it for his sister. "Take il," she 

"ii'H mi 1 he (castas a reward, but as a remembrance 

' Mi" hind at'liun yon hnve performed todav. Pray do 

•'"' <li IrwHN inc. by refilling il I The little trinket is quite 

1 uwn, to dispose of as I please. I bars plenty of 

"■■ preily baubles and 1 adiould be delighted to think 
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thai it had given pleasure to your sister, or your bride, 
ii you have one. Do take it, please do!" 

"I shall value it highly aa a souvenir of yon, fair 
maiden! I hope Boon to bring you tiding* of your little 
brother's safety, or bettor still, bring- him back to you 
himself. But before 1 go, you must tell we yonr own 
and your Father's name." 

"I am called Thamar,'"' the girl answered -with a 
l>Hi*h. "1 am the daughter of Itabbi Sadoc, we come 
Iron » ABitioch." 

"Thamar! That is a pretty name. Poes it not mean 
a pal ml Tin" palm is, you know, the emblem or victory. 
I anal] never forget- you or your name. Farewell; think 
of me sometimes!" 

"I shall remember yon in my prayers," the damsel 
replied in accents of deep emotion; and raising h>er eycB 
to tfcie starry heavens, she ejaculated: "O God of my 
fathers, bestow Thy richest blessing on this stranger, 
and may bis heart, ko good and noble r come to the 
knowledge of the truth and the grace Thou hast promised 
to Thy Chosen people." 

\\ lien Tliaiiuir resumed her phu-e beside her father's 

eoiH-ii, she found that fresh bandages were laid an, and 

Euselmis was trying to persuade Ids patient to swallow 

a w.otliiiig draught "If yen do DCrt keep quiet," he 
said, "we cannot keop Uio rover under.*' But Sadoc 
refused to take die potion unlil he had made arrange- 
mentis with bis bout about some matter of importance. 

For the sake ol selling bin mlml at rest, Eusebius 
made a sign to his wife and the two maids to leave him 
alone wilh the Babul ami his daughter. Thereupon 
Sadoc, making use of the lahlrhs, eimuireil first of all 
whether his entertainer was really and truly a Jew. 
Fiwbins answered that he was one of the bribe of 
Epbiraim. Th«-n tlie Itabbi desired him to swear by the 
God of Abraham I bat he would fulfil hi* wishes, holding 

them as sacred a« those of a ilyinj; man. His best 
answered him that lie would promise to do ho, but 
bejrged to be excused taking an oath, as lie did not con- 
sider ifc right, except in eases of absolut* necessity, to 
call God solemnly to wituwtt. The Kabbigave a search- 
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I Hi- I ook A the old man, and apparently satisfied by his 
upi i|>)ii iuid venerable appearance that lie was a man of 

1 <". hn dispensed willi anything more than a pro- 

lulHfl ; then lie produced from Iwiieatli h«y robe two bags, 
H larger one containing gold, and a smaller one filled 
V llli jewels, which lie valued at about filly talents (some 
in. .TiO=*fi-8,7&0). Ho directed his daughter to fasten 
UiOHtringHol bo)hlhe bags with wax, and seal Uiera with 
i in- afgnet-ring he wore; this being doue, he gave them 
Into llu' safekeeping of his liost, with the following in- 

lm< n .us. In ease of his dcaith they were to be delivered 
iivit Id Kleazar, the son of Ananus and grandson oi the 
Priest Coiaphao, together with his daughter. For 
i ii.iniiir had been betrothed to the grandson of Caiapbas, 
and ho was on his way to Jerusalem with the object of 
bunding over the damsel herself to her future husband, 
mill Imt dowry, wliii-h was contained in th^st> bags, and 
ol Whloh the fifight of valuable goods carried by the 
i nulls nJso formed a port. All that he possessed bo- 

■ * ■ ■ ■*, wliethcr money, jewels, goods, houses and other 
|in.|-i -ily :it Anlioch, he bequeathed lohis son Benjamin, 
M tiOtte guardian ho constituted the aforenamed Eleazar ; 
Hot unless uncontrovertible proof of the boy' s, death were 
i..iHi<oiiiing was the property to go to Thamar. All this 
lie wrote down, not on the waxen tablets, but on a- 
papyrus leaf; it was duly signed ami sealed, Ensebius 
■ |i|HMidlng his signature to it as a witness. When all 
. i HulBued, ho swallowed the medicine and sank back 
tui In! pillow with asigh of relief, lie pressed Thatnar's 

I I, and that of his host, and soon fell asleep under Ihe 

tnllunnoe of (he composing draught. 

Kuaebiua frit the pulse of the sleeper, and gave a nod 
ul hllidactlon. "I hope the inflammation will not be 
tli.' 1 he said to Thamar, "rest is the main requisite. 

knd \<>ii io», my Daughter, need sleep more than any- 
some with me, and Salome shall show you to 

» -in. The day will dawn Boon, but we will 

fyr Ihc ciirlniiis lw-fore your window so that the 

til III nIiiiII imt prevent you from taking tlie rest yon 
' llu ic is no occasion for you to be anxious about 
lallirr; Salome aaid 1 will look well after him. 
I , lie «ill probably nut wake before midday." 
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In vain Thamar entreated to l>o allowed to remain 
with Her father. The ©M man smiled and said ho wnR 
somewhat of a tyrant in his own ln>u,se, ami exacted 
Obedience from every one Under Ids roof. He took the 
girl, who made no further rr^isliinei- to his will, by the 

hand, and led her to the loot of u High! of stairs. Whilst 

ascending IheNc lir siNkfii her: li So you urn already Iw- 
Irolhed, my Daughter! Are yon well aOUJUinted with 
Kleazar and fais liousel I knew his grandfather who 

W&Stbe lli^h-1'i'i.-st ^oinclliitly yeaiflago, m-iv «<-l| In- 
deed." As he ni tared these words, a shade ol pain and 
regret passed over the countenance off (In- old man. 

The melancholy expression did not escape Thamar's 
notice, and she rejoined; "The remembrance of the I ligli- 
Prlest S.V-IUS to Ik- si sorrowful one for yon. I laow 

nothing of his grandson, to whom my Father lias pro- 
mised me in marriage, nor is my Father urquuiiiled wil li 
him personally. Ilis uncle, the High-Priest Kzoohias, 
was with us, and lie asked fur my hand Jar him. Father 
says thai Eleasar ischial Captain of the Temple-guard, 
ami the seion of a good family, one of the first of the 
tribe Of Ijt'.vi. As I belong to the same tribo and the 
law reijuires Ilia! I cliould ho cspousc-d to :i incinlrer of 

nu other, Father promised me to him." 

"It Is quite true that Ms family is one of the most 
distinguished in Jerusalem, ami lii.s house is like the 
palace ol n prince. Bnt then- i-. Salnmo. waiting for ns. 
ToJce our gnOKt In herehatuher at once, wife, mid may 
God and His holy Angela watch over yon, myeliild." 

Tliaimar U-gan l<> express her grateral thanks to him, 
but he would n- 'I listen l<> then, and with a friendly nod 
went, to his own irnuu. As kqoii as Ihe door had closed 
1 k-1 i m < I him. his t'ouiilnianee assumed a look of pru- 

fonnd grief. 

"Poor child!'' he wait) I" liiniHelf, "So I ..-liui iinl, so 
good, so pure! Are yon really to marry the grandson 

of the nnhappT Oaiaphaa, on whose house the wrath of 

God most evidently rcstsl And that man Kleasarwas 

mentioned to me quite lately by one of our deaeonsoa 

the leader of the [tarty ot Sealotfl, who an- leaving no 
stone Unturned to inrile our uafinn lo eider into hystil- 
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villi Rome. I almost lliinfc he will gain his end, 

iml Hmii ! _ poor cliild, for you th.iK sir* certainly 

!•)'« ahead. May our Lord Jokiih Christ prot<>.'t 
11 harm!" And for sometime boforeh© lay do wo 

1 I i , ICi.iKvb.ius Uut-lt iu prayer with arms extended. 



CHA.PTEIS 8. 
Beneath the lone Ilex-tree. 

As soon as the centurion Lucius appeared on tho 
seem?, and attacked tho robbers with IiIh little I Kind of 
horsemen, Barabbas caught up Itoiijuiiiiii in his. arms, 
and ran off with him into the thicket. "Hold yonr 
tongue, or I will strangle yon, 1 ' he said to him. Hut 
the boy only screamed tho louder, ami struggled violent- 
ly to get free. "It our Captain had not, so emphatically 
ordered on to bring yon alive to t-hecamp, young rascal, 
I should silence your noise for ever, in a very simple 
way. Hut as it is, I must give mjMU more trouble with 
you," continued the bandit, as ho stuffed a lump of 
earth into tho child's mouth, lied together his hands 
and hin feet, and took him under his arm like a log of 
wood. Tie then ascended the hill as fast ushecouhi, 
listening attentively meanwhile to tlio sounds that, 
reurlieil his cur t>f I he conflict going 00 in the ravine 

below, "if our men get the beat ol if." he muttered, 
"1 must make banto btuA to thorn, bo an bo have my 
sham in the tight ami my portion Dl the plunder. Rut 
it i bt- v mice !«■ Bight, they cannot roproaefi me for doing 

(lie same." 

On reaching tbe summit ol the knoll he was able to 
catch a glimpse *>t the Hiiwiii-lit r.iviu*'. I le could clearly 

rJlattagoisu Hue i»i igiti gloom of i !•«■ mMinur the ltowan 

soldiers TOrO, but im1 a smirnl oonld In* liear. 

"By the sword «'l my lathers, those Human vultures 

are getting Hie Victory agatll OVer the lum of Judnh! 
And you seem b> bo I ■■•■ imlv pri/.e we shall carry Off, 

liltle son of fiadoe. Not bo, here come some ol our com- 
rades bringing wilh them, apparently. yi»ur fair sister, 
whom Iten Gioras wined at the sum of un thousand 
shekels. Hullo, you fellows, have you not laid hands 
on any of the valuables wherewith Ihe camels of this 
rich Kabbi were laden? And what has become ol our 
Captain 1" 

(W) 
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'•l it in afraid lie- baa (alien into the band* of the 

hi whom may God destroy," replied one of the 
i Uh :in oath < 

" II will coal our Brethren no small sum of money, if 

Mil \ iIm not want to are him crucified at the Poach," 

led another. 'For il the Governor 3ms set a reward 

I'iMwi m x lliniisiiiid MwU'rtii on his head, he knows that 

'" i til demand ton Uhits Hie unonnt from us as his 

■nt. Il«- will not release him For less than four 

ii In, take in > word for it! That Gessius Floras is the 

'■ i rop n t hi- fan- of (he earth 1" 

" People Hay lhal bis maater, the* Eiii]>eror Nero, for 

■*' > "'" H'i'li IVitv>t offers sacrifice in the temple, is 

1 nil worsen i Hum In-," interposed a third, ''For 

il..- iMnii.-i of that, i Mon.lrr whether Ananas and the 

' 'l«. ii rill bllj -ill lien Gloraa For (en talents, Your 

rtlij i uiii. i ! "i oil •■■Hi ii mora ehoaptv ander J'oniius 

I'llHte, UarnliUi 

' \< . ill il"' [HWplu >'l Iniih-I Ix-ci'i'l lor his release. 

^ , » | II Illfch-Prhwl bud tool KuofweenBeaGIorM 

'tod i*ii Ull'J haled lis lliev haled Jesus of Nazareth, 

i i i In their teeth tfaal they had mode the temple a 

.i. ii ..( robbera, by the sword of my fathers;, I am pretty 

thai il»\ would bare our Captain set at liberty. 

hi. t whul had wo better do DOwl I have not (he, Kabbi's 

""Ii '--■■« - and sound, as the (iiptain desired, and 

i "u Imvo roi bfa daughter 1" 

Noi hit daaghber, 1 am sorry to say; apparently 

nil!) mi old maidservant, who seems your equal ia 

i Itiirnhlt-is, for she look to ht-r heels as soon as 

i Hm .1 utUieknd bar roaster. AVe caught lier though, and 

■ >.i |..ilia|»s send her willi a message to A nan us. Hut 

I vi» I hat poor child a little air, he cannot breathe." 

i M drink* hied to vindicate his reputation For COlir- 

« lull, he unfastened Benjamin's bonds. The ixin- 
llieii decided lo repair to the accustomed rendezvons 
»i iiie solitary ilex-tree, and there to discuss future 
illniiN, Il was agreed that one of their number 
1 ild I. 'Nov. tin- Ho man mildiers to spy out their move- 
i i, In see where they bestowed the booty they had 
it, and whal became of the wounded Rabbi and bis 
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daughter. A young man named Zalch, whom no oue 
would have taken for a brigand from his uppea nuico, an 

acate fellow, was told »ff for this sen loe. 

The oilier aicarii, (lor liny belonged lo the NO-oalU-d 

notorious band of robbers), who baa bean joined bye 
few more of their number, bben started on weir wiaj to 

Mie place of mcc| in- j| >.jy 3 1 - >\ (.;, I ! ,- 1 : , h i- ] , I pi in.iny 

weary hours they trudged on along Iho rocky path, 
sometimes ascend inn, sometimes descending. A rope 
had been fastened round BenJamin'a waist, the other end 
being attaohod to BarabbflA' bell . and b* »;.»* compelled 
i" run by Mic- side of die brigands. E£e tried hard to 
conceal Hie pain this caused linn, and only thought how 
he eouid limi an opportunity to escape, lint ho hud long 

since lost his tieurings, and be no longer knew in which 
direction lay Jerusalem, whither he bad desired to lurn 
Ms Steps. Tlie poor child K rPW more and more tired, 

and scarcely knew now to keep up with the robbers; 

besides the hoarse cry of the jackals in the valleys filled 
him with alarm. Yot he looked aoross at Sara, Who 

panting and iialf -crying, wan being hurried along at a 

uttle distance), and andeavonred to encourage ber, say- 
ing: "Ton need noi besdrabO of thehiokals, Bora, they 

will not venture lo attack so large a party. If 1 was 

alone now, i dare saj they would tear me to ploces. 
Bntdoyonnol think that if I prayed God, He would 
send itis Angel to ahul their laws, as Qedttd Ike lions 
at Babylon I" 

"Nodoubl the Lard God would scud Hi* Angelat 
the sound of your rolce, Benjamin, lor yon are without 
sin in Mis Night. Jttit what will become of me, at the 
merey of these sons oi Belial, who slew my good mas* 
tar," moaned the old n an In ber distress. 

"Do you really id ink Bather was killed! I thought 

1 Haw his eyes move and bis hands, whin I was trying 
lo get that wicked Obod off him. Oh I ih> hope tiis 
wound will not he fatal! lint now, yon know, he has 
fallen into tin? hands of Ihe Rinnans, il will go worse 
with him than with us. for bad H these robbers are, 
they areatany rule .sous of Abraham and not pagans. 
Alas! poor Father and dear Thamar, bow I wish I 
could do somfithiiiK for theml" 
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Tin' moon was. still high in the heavens when at length 
ili< rirst of a barren mountain ridge was readied, on 
ilii- highest point of which, on the edge of a precipitous 
declivity the ancient oak slood, whither they were wend* 
in;r their steps. This spot might l>e culled the? watch- 
r of the desert where our Lard abode during his 
forty (lays fast, and whither a century later numerous 
iiiulioritcs retired] after His example. At the time of 
rutcfa we nrc now speaking, the caverns ami cliffs of 
tin- rocks served as hiding-places for tho nuuierous 
bunds of liaiiililti who uutler the pretext of keeping the 
Romans at bay, devastated the whole of Palestine and 

I hi' adjoining lands, choosing this locality for their 
headquarters. Itonflros by night on these heights or 
COlnmna of smoke by day, were visible over all the 
mountainous country mound. :is fur as I. lie slioivs of the 
1'iad Sea to tho south, and tlm hills of Galilee to tho 
u.irih, and wrred db a concerted signal to call together 

I I if scattered bands, or otherwise direct their movements. 

Benjamin Mas Hred bo death, when a halt was finally 

made beneath the gnarled and weather-heat-en tree. A 
M'ulinel stepped out of the hollow trunk; after a few 
words had beeu exchanged helween him and his coin- 
mdes, he took the hoy np in his arms and carried him 
down some steps hewn in the solid rock, forming the 
entrance to a cave, in a corner of which he laid him 
'!■"« ii on a bundle of hay. Turning to the old woman, 
who bad followed him trembling, he told her that she 
cmild make a bed (or herself where she chose; and 
after warning them both that any attempt to escape 
would cost I hem their lives, but otherwise they had 
n-oiliing to fear, he left them alone. 

"liet us say our night prayers together at Once," the 
hoy said to the old nurse;, "and then Sara, mind if yon 
cannot sleep — you always say old people do not sleep 
tike young ones — keep your ears open and try to over- 
hear what those wicked men mean to do with ns. lint 
look, whul. is that? Bo you not Bee the reflection of a 
Href Wait, let mo creep up the steps and see what they 
;u>' about— " 

"For Heaven's sake, child, pray do nothing of the 
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sort! You will turn giddy and f-'ll down the- precipice, 
©r the brigand*, will perceive you and put you to death — " 
I'.ut the good woman's caution was wasted. Benja- 
min was already out of the cave, creeping 00 hands and 
kneea up the steps. Concealed in l.li« shadow of the 
rock, he got a view of the whole mountain top, A large 
fire was blazing at a short distance from the old Ilex. 
He wan astonished to see how many armed mm had as- 
sembled round it in the short apace of time, and nmre and 
more continued to come up from the ravines on all sides. 
These brigands evidently had their principal camp in 
the immediate neigh borhood. And while Benjamin 
looked, other fires blazed up on the peaks around, at 
an ever- increasing distance. Were reinforcements ex- 
pected from so far away? It would Luke them I is lo 

get there, Benjamin thought. Presently hi.' ni>tif eil I liat 
three or four men, detaching themselves from the others, 
came and stretched themselves on the ground Close to 
the Hex, not more than a few paces from where he was 
crouching. Ho heard one say to liis comrades; 

■'Nothing more lmtortunate could have happened 

than iii is. iiuniifit'NKfui raid on the pari o>l owOaptnin. 
I cannot ooncelTe why he set his bearl upon taking I his 
Babbi and his children captive. lie must bare had 

reaeon tlO bellere that they had a great treasure with 

them." 

"Afl 'a i" h I know," answered one »>l the other men, 
"this daughter ol Bad 00*8 is betrothed to BUeaaw, the 
OaptsJn ol too temple, the bod ol Hen Catapfaao, who is 

the leader ol the aeditioUfl faclinii. I Sen (iioras cannot 

forgive the* old man for (totting elected to the post 

instead Ol himself; and I believn his son Efileaaar has 
been the means of causing liiiu an hinuilinlion More 
than once. For that reason he wanted I u carry off his 
bride and her ample dowry; at least that is what I 

think about it." 

"You are quite mistaken, my good fellow," inter- 
posed a third; "Ben < iior.is and Aiinmitt play Into each 
other's hands; one 1 devil <h>os not drive out the other. 
The real object at which they are aiming IB that Ananus, 
now that hostilities may at any day break out with the 



LUCIUS PLAVUB. 39 

Romans, should obtain possession not only of the rich 
marriage-portion Sadoc'a daughter will bring to lier 
husband— about, the girl burself he se-uis to c-are very 
liitlo— buta-lsool the whole of the vast fortune of the 
Sadducee himself, whiek amounts to more than a hun- 
dred talents." 

"A hundred talents!" the others echoed. 
"A hundred at the very least; prulttbly a hundred 
;md fifty, or even two hundred. Half of the amount 
was to go into the coffers of our union, and of that a 
good part would naturally find its way into Ben Gioraa' 
pocket. That was why he wanted to conduct the little 
business iu person. It seemed to present no great diffi- 
culty when once he had contrived to get his confederate, 
Obed, engaged as the Rabbi's camel driver. So he only 

took two or this* fools with him whom he thought would 
not know what a fine (isb they had caught in their net. 
No one conld t o-rcaw that tt>« Boman troops would come 

up aud spoil the Kami;. Well, the Captain's designs 
haveinisearriwl. and he hfma&U is (Wight iu the bap. 
Kleaxar will be baulked of his bride's marriage portion, 
(or it is not pro liable that tile Komana will let the prize 
go out of their grasp. And if the officer who was so 
lucky as to seize it, should be so silly as to restore the 
property t0 the owners,, the Governor would take the 
young lady under his gracious protection, and Elcnzar 
would to disappointed of his totrotlied,— uot that that 
would to much grief to him— and of her dowry, valued 
id about Bltv talents, a sum to the loss of which neilher 
he nor his father would be exactly indifferent." 

"Itut what is to be done with the lad whom we hare 
i-iiiiluredt Did not Ananus give orders that he was to 
l„. iU.spatehcd to Abraham's bosom!" 

"Very possibly Anannnaud F.ltazar wisli nun there 
with all their heart, for on his death his sister will 
Inherit the whole ol her father's immense wealth, But 
|ton Cliorae has doubtless considered the matter well, 

I concluded that it would to more to his advantage 

i,. keep him here in our camp, as it sort of hostage. At 

. ,-.,i. > he stopped Barabfcms when he was going to kill 

I In* hoy. And now we can demand of Eh-ozar and 
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A nanus 1 1 1 r> release of our Captain out of the hands of 
the Humans at* the first condition for the surrender or 
death of the hoy. Of course we should make other con- 
ditions, but we must lliinl. them over and hear what 
the other leaders hare to Buy, who bore been summoned 
to a consultation by our beacon -fires.- Bui what la that 

moving doM to the edge of the rookf Hullo, 1 have 

cu tight you!" 

While Sheik Murdoch wan speaking he had several 

tunes thought something vu aslir on the cooky steps; 

■low an unwary niovcruclil on Knijuiiiln's part. revealed 

hiH presence. He was at ontoo (irmly gripped by the 
Bedouin chiefs strong hand and drama inio the circle 

nf firelight, when' hi- cncoimhu-d glances from those 

who were flitting around calculated to inspire even a 
brave man with terror. 

"Playing the eavesdropper, were you, young Hunt" 
the Sheik inquired with flashing eyes. "Now tell me 
how much you understood of our conversation. Mind 
you speak the truth to me, or you may perhaps go down 
straight U> hell with a lie on your lips." 

"I never told a lie, Kir,'' Benjamin replied almost 
with an offended air. "And if you reckon it as a sin to 
play llieeavesdiiip|rfr, I did not know it was wrong to 
listen In order i<> liud ool what my enemies meant to do." 

'•Well I here is some justice in that, although 1 do 
not chouse thai yon Should do so. I like yonr courage, 
mj hoy; now I. II me BtrsJght Out what you overheard 
us say." 

"f heard you say that tBteasar who is to marry my 
dear sister, is a \:t<\ man, the ally of robbers and mur- 
derers," the boy answered in a tone of indignation. 

"By my KhUh-i's Umd: That i* what I call plain 

speaking. KolnVrs and murderers! If you fellows have 

hitherto Imagined yourselves to be the avengers of your 

people, the champions of their liberty, tins young 
gentleman will teach yon your miafake. And pray 
what steps do yon Intend to take now, slate you have 
become convinced of the undesirable character of your 
future brother-in-law 1" 

"What caul do for my Sister, so long us I am in 

your power!" the boj replied, with tears iu his eyes. 
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"And if yon could get away from us, what then T" 

"Tlien I would find out wbero she is. and my Father, 
if 1k> is still alive, and I would warn ray Sister to havo 
nothing to do with that man.' 1 

"No! a bad idea. But we will take t*ood rare that 
von do not slip through our fingers. We must bind 
vnii with oordfi, unless you will solemnly promise mo to 
iiL.ik.' no attempt at escape." 

"I can uorcr proraific that," the l»y answera!. 

"Well, I would have taken your word," Sheik Mar- 
ilorh said. 

"Now T must have your hands tied behind your 
hack, and that will hurt you very much ; but it is your 
own doing." 

-While Ifenjauiin's hands were being bound, he again 
addressed the Sheik, ■whom he seemed to trust, asking 
timidly: "Shall yon really put me to death, if that bad 
Kleazar, or liir* father, wishes yon to T I should BO much 
like to see the temple and the holy city l>efore 1 die!" 

"If that iR your only wish, it may jh r-lm :>s l><> ful- 
filled, " said the Bedouin chieftain, whose liking tor the 
lad seemed to increase; his hunk, open manner and the 
courage he evinced delighted the Son of the desert. 
"Bat confess, you have only expressed this wish 
becauM you think you might find the means of escape, 
if I left von see tlio temple and the holv city from tho 
Mount of Olives." 

"No, such an idea never came into ray mind. And 
if F really am to dto, take me to the Mount of Olives, 
:iml kill me (here, while I say my prayers looking 
Inwards the holy temple." 

•■You need not alarm yourself about dying at 
present. And by the memory of ray forefathers, the 
t 'a plain of the Ternpleguard shall pay a higli price for 
viii' head, if he insists on your death!" 

Then a sudden thought stack Benjamin. "A high 
price t" he exclaimed. "Do yon not think my Father 
would Ihi willing to pay a still higher price* Send onr 
old nnrse to him to tell him what yon demand, and he 
will give it to yon, if he possibly can, for he is very 
fond of me." And to himself he said: "Sara will be 
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able to warn Father anil Thamar against having any- 
thing to do with that wicked Kleazar." 

'-There now!" cried tho Sheik. "You arc knowing 
as you are brave." 

"Tim suggestion is not to be despised," Bald tine of 
the other leaders, who till then hail listened in silence 
to what hud passed. "Two piirehasvrs, always nmke 
the priee or anything po up, and we can see who finally 
makes the highest bid. 1 ' 

The third elueitniu signified ufBSSSSnl to I lie prOpOS- 

al, boti observed that they had bettez do nothing until 
ftairh, who hail been sent to report npon the movements 

ot tin 1 Itoman isoldiery, should eome hack. Beeidea Mie 
Rabbi might In? dead by that time. In any ease the first 
step to take was to procure Ben (iioras' release through 
AnnnuH' negotiations with the Roman Governor. 

Then the Sheik asked Benjamin: "In ease your 
Father should really t»e dead, — do not begin to cry, I 
believe him to be still alire— with whom arc wo to treat 
in this matter of ransomt" 

"With Thamar, my Sister." 

"She is not of age In tin- eye of tho law. Her guar- 
dian must act for her. Who is her gnafdlanl" STou do 
not fcnowl f have no dootot she would promise us any 
amount of gold, but bar promises, unless ratiiied by her 
guardian would not )-■ worth » gora. 1 ) 

"Bat Father had two leathern bags on his person; 
oms is lull dI plsoofl uf gold, ami Hie other is full of 
precious stones ol tho very highest value. I heard 
Father say a single one nT Mh-iu whs worth a fortune. 
Now if Thamar gave you one ■>! thoae jewels, or even all 
the whole bagful *■»> well ss the purse containing the 
gold as tho priee of my life — and I am quite sure she 
would — what would it math'r In ymi if our guardian 

scolded; Thamnr and itie atlerwarUa .' 

The tln*"*e brigand -chiefs looked al onr> another with 

flashing eyes. Presently Mie Bbeik Said: "II no one 
else has in the mosaitlrno taken a fancy to Ihe gold and 

the jewels, and the atoned are in faet as valnable ;i- is 
supposed, and your Bister would really give them up to 
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us, wo mi -lit see what could be done. Bnt now it is 
Hme for yon to go to sleep," With fiMN words M»r- 
doeh look the boy up in his arm**, and carried him liack 
Into Hie cavern, giving one of his followers strict orders 
U> keep watch over the two captives. Wrapped in his 
flowing white burnonse, the Bedouin seated himself, after 
I he manner of his tribe, on the ground beneath the 
Borrow entrance to the cave, thus effectually preventing 

■.-■* or ingress. 
Siira had awaited Benjamin's return with the greatest 
anxiety, and she now overwhelmed him with caresses 
and reproaches. When she learnt what the boy had 
(■vi'i'heard, and what- had been said to him, she hardly 
Li«w how to control herself, for the good old soul was 
not wanting in fidelity, sadly deficient though she was In 
courage. Exclamations of alarm at Thamar's position, 
nf indignation, of detestation of the wretch to whom her 
darling mistress W«n betrothed, mingled with tears on 
account of tbe misfortune that had befallen her master, 
;iihI the nnliiippy fate that threatened to overtake Iten- 
j:uidn, were combined with prayers for their nltinmte 
Safety, and many futile lamentations. "And I shall be 
their uext victim!" .she said at last with a sob. 

"Heaven forbid," the boy replied. "What would 
I hey gain by your death ! Now just be quiet and listen 
to what T have to say. It is my opiuion that they will 
ootid you tomorrow either to Kather or to- Thaiuar, to 
make enquiries about the two leathern purses, which 
i key will demand as my ransom. Be sure yon do not 
I m get one thing: Tell Father and Thamar what bad 
men Kleazar and his Father are. I* I only contd save 
Thamar. Give her a kiss from me, and bid her not 
(.rou I ilc herself about me. Now mind yon tell them the 
tenth about Eleazar ; yon will not forget, will yon!" 

•• N'.-rcr fear, [ will paint him in tn» OOlora, U ha 
B 1 1 o here, I could not keep my hands off him." 

"I believe you would be capable of giving him a dres- 
sing, Sara, unless you got into a fright as you did wheu 
»r were attacked laxt evening," said the boy goodna- 
lui.dly. The old woman Iwgan a long-winded excuse 
of her weakness* for which she said she should blush to 
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her (lying day. Benjamin consoled hor l>y saying no 
oue would expect heroic courage from her. "Now led; 

IU go to Bleep under tht' proleelinn «>[ (lie Most High," 

he concluded. ' 'Look, the brigand* have put a Kentiuel 
before the care, and in the moonlight his while cloak 
gives hint the appearance M an Bagel 86nl I15 God to 
guard us. "He hath given Ilia Angels eharge over 
:li'-c: trt keep thee in all tliy frays. 11 

WhiU' lii'iij;iiniii repeated 1<» himself in an undertone 
the 1 M';in f i 1 11 1 Verses of tin* n in t-1 ii-l 1i (isaliit. which In:' 

Father hod taught him, he PeU peacefully asleep, and iu 

his dreams thought he SAW Ix-si.le kirn tin- holy A libels, 

who doubtless kopt watch iiiimtuovit the Nkrpinj; child. 



CHAPTER 4- 
A dispute at the Temple-Gate 

The first rays of the morning light saw Lucius again 
In (lie saddle, trotting, accompanied by a few horsemen, 
iilong the road that led over the mountain ridge to 
Jerusalem, As he rode by, lie out IvN eyes iu the 
direction of the stately country house, whither, only a 
a few hours before, lie had conducted Sadoc and his 
daughter. By day the homestead showed signs of 
greater Opulence in its owners than when viewed by 
night; he was surprised to see the large, well-kept 
gardena with inviting arbours and shady walks, the like 
i.f which In* had I ill then n»l swn in Palestine. He 
looked at the dwelling-house, but as yet (lie inmates 
were not astir. 

*'Of course," ho said to himself, "how foolish of me 
to expert thai the sweet child would be up and about 
after such a night as the last. May the god of sleep 

I p (he eyelids o! the fair damsel closed fur some time 

yet, and send pleasant dreams to disjtel her anxiety on 
account of her father aud brother. I wonder whether 
she ever thinks of met" 

This idea had no sooner crossed Lucius' mind than 
he sought to banish it. "Away with sueh nonsense." 
In- said drawing his horse's bridle somewhat tighter. 
"Lucius, you fool, how could yon take for your consort 
R .laughter of this despised raeel She would be a fetter, 
a drag on your wheels, an impediment in (he way of 
military renown, of promotion to the highest, posts. 
in si tribune, then legate, and then, if the god Of Victory 
smiles on me, the triumph of a successful general may 
Tall to my share. It will be time enough for me to think 
of selecting a bride from among the fairest, the wealthi- 
. -t lailies of Rome when the laurel wreaths my brow. 
And yet this little Jewess, who reminds me so much of 
inv sister Lueilla, is quite capable ol leading a Koinau. 
iVnturion eapHve. Take care, Lucius, take rare!" 

(15) 
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At that moment the officer caught Bight of a gardener 
Oil tho other nide of the feuce, who hail oome early to 
his work. Desirous to obtain some Information con- 
cerning the iiuir.Uesof the house, m iiilIjLr :uiy people 
he had hitherto met willi, who on tho preceding night 
had l'ooeiv>d the wounded traveller with so cordial and 
kind it welcome, he called to tho man: "'Hullo, yon 
there, yoor master's name is Rusebius, is itnott" 

Tho gardener looked up. "Yes, that is the steward's 
iiaiin-." be replied, and with a respectful bow he went 
oo with hlfl digging without another word. 

"8© Kusehius is only the steward ol this lieaiitiful 
estate, the finest I huvcyct seen in thU eotinlry. Can- 
not you tell me the name or I he proprietor!" 

"AbOut thirty or forty yean ago the property 
belonged to a man named Lazarus, aud his two sisters. 
Jf yon were not n stranger in these parts, yon would 
have heard the singular story ol what happened here; 
it was the talk of all the eonntry-side. Did you really 
never hear how Lazarus was raised lo life again, after 

he had been dead and actually buried for fourdaysl" 

"Keep your Jewish fables 'for other ears than "mine," 
tho Centurion rejoined with an incredulous smile. "I 
have not time te listen to them now. Besides I did not 
ask you to whom die property belonged in the past 
general ion, but who was its present owner t" 

"That i Minnot say, it was the steward who took 
me on here, and lie pays me my wages, and I trouble 
my head about nothing more.'' So saying tho gardener 
took up his spade again and began breaking up tho 

clods of earth with great energy. 

The Centurion rod.? on. and soon he and his troops 
reaehed (he ridge of die hill between tin- Mount, of olives 
and the Mount of Offence ; when he arrived at the n|N>t 
where the road turns to the right, leading dowu to the 
valley Of Cedron, the city of Jerusalem lay before him 
in lull Tiew. Involuntarily he stopjwd his horse, and a 

loud exclamation of astonishment and admiration es- 
caped his lips. 

Over against him, on the summit of the rocky walla 
and almost perpendicular declmtiea of the Vale of 
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Cedron, rose the eastern portion of llio wall of enclosure 
surrounding the temple, Willi its pinnacles ami turrets, 
IWein tiling tlio breast-work *>f a mighty fortress ; whilst 
a We it, standing out against the azure sky, were the 
lofty warble walls of dazzling whiteness forming the 
inner courts of the temple, ami finally the doOr-pOsts, 
i lie •'olumns, the golden roofs of the sanctuary itself. 
Never before in his life had Lucius beheld a grander 

spectacle* The goldeu palace which Sero bad recently 

erected in Rome, ami some other buildings on the bunks 
of the Tiber might perhaps lie more gorgeous, the Acro- 
polis of Athens, tlio Grecian temple, might he more 
severely artistic in design, but the temple of Jerusalem, 
so unlike anything else, with its massive marble walls, 
its glittering roofs of golden plates, surpassed all else 
in grandeur and niagnifH-eiH-e. And at. the moment of 
which we speak, as the sun rom above Mount Olivet, 

its bright rays lighting up each gleaming pinnacle, the 

daz/Jing brilliance «>f Ilic spectacle mUB nimv Hum the 

human eye could hear to gaoe upon. 

"Thai is certainly ad wel Ling-place worthy of a God!" 
exclaimed the enraptured Centurion. 

"So Cue would think," rejoined the Decnrion Mar- 
tins. "Hut the absurdity of it is that there is said to 
lie no god at all in it; not .Tupiler or Juno or Mars or 
any of the Olympian deities. In fact, the Jews will not 
tolerate the image of a. divinity anywhere at nil iu the 
town. There was a fine uproar when one of our Gover- 
nors set np the colours o>f the troops on the market-place. 
The standards with the Imperial eagle or the Emperor's 
portrait had to be taken away. Upon my word, the 
obstinate loots ought net to have been given iu to; I 
tell yon Gessius Floras wonld sooner have pulled down 
I heir hoiiseaabout their ears, than allowed the standards 
to be put outside the gates. What a shame it is too 
that none of us Romans are permitted t-o set tO"t w it hill 
the precincts ol tlie temple, not so much as to go into 
Ihe Women's court. Pompey went in however, when 
betook the city and the temple, and it was from him 
that we learnt that not even in the i nnermost part o f the 
sanctuary is the image of u god to be seen. .So these 
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blockhead* of Jews, instead of wierifieing their oxen 
am] lambs at the loot of Homo beautiful statue ol one of 
tbe gods, immolate them for nothing ami lo nothing but 
empty space.'" 

"Too do not understand the matter, Marlins. The 
pod of the Jem i* beUered to be (to Imnuterial and 
bn-isibir being, who oannot Uiereforo !-■ represented by 

U"B bnwll Of (he artist. (Vrlainly it is <lill'i. nil lo 

Imagine a purely spiritual being. Tholdes we bunt <>r 

"Hi- godfl in Dial they an- QIOTO like men, an.l food upon 

nectar and smbroelal oatas. Bot n-hai am I doing, 
talking philosophy to yon- 1 Tall mo, is thai tower in the 
corner, which with it.s solid wuIIm and towen aeemi to 
bid defiance t.> the world, the fortress ol anfaonla .'" 
■"That isilioonc.Hir, and a stronger vraa never seen. 

't Ik well for ils tliut we have got it in our bands, for iT 
We had to take it by storm, many a brave Roman would 
wlaid low at its foot. Not that I consider it impreg- 
nable, it would be quit* possible for a few of our legions 
tocoDf|uer It. There is nothing that Roman aoMirre 
oannot achieve." 

"And what are the throe majestic lowers on the 

farther side by the town wall, overtopping a splendid 

palace?'" 

"'['hat is the ancient palaeo of the Herods. We h*7e 
to ko thither, for it in there that Oessius Floras resides. 
The pn-seiit king, a grandson or grent-gnodaon of the 

one who built that fine palace for himself, has to put up 
w i1h ;i far humbler residence,. You cannot we it from 
"pre, the temple- bnlhlings hide it from view. The three 
'"a^nificent towers are called Hippicus, Phawelus, and 
Hariamne. Ton will open your ryes when yon see the 
Immense blocks used in their construe! inn, the bhlokness 
of the walls, and the giddy height- ftey attain, Ko shot 
lr oiri the strongest- baOlsta would make any impression 
"i the walls, nor the strokes of the moBl powerful 
"altering- ram." 

"Then as far as one can see from this point of view, 
'he walls are quite inaccessible and impregnable! " 

''They are on t lie cast, south and west Sides. Only 
on the north side would it he po&sible to bring a siege- 
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engine up to the walls, ami that would be a work of 
great difficulty. And there they arc protected by a 
triple wall; the outer one, creeled a few years ago by 
King; Agrippa, the father of the present monarch of that 
name — it was a foolish act on the pact oi Cains Caligula 
l«» allow liirn to do it — then the middle, one, which 
encloses the upper oily, the oUl part, ami fiually the 
inner wall, which defend.-- tin: city of Siou. Muy the gods 
prevent our ever having lo take those walls by assault ; 
it WOUld cnsi us iin.ii i- jqcU tlian nave fallen ou the 
bloodiest battle-fields." 

"Yon speak as if war with the Jews was imminent.' 1 
"All our legions believe it to be -so. Uessius Florus 
desires war, and slurs up the Jews, if only they can bo 
incited to rebel. And 1 think he is quite right. Other- 
wise we Khali never have peace in Palestine. The nation 
ought to )>■• deal lined and the temple plundered* 
Nowhere tit there ever Iwoly bettor w<»rth having-. 

IVople. say the gold in Uie vaults of the temple is piled 

up to the height of a man. Then think of Hie offerings 

alone, the golden and silver shields, the vases and I 
know not what. It is said that there in a table within 
the sanctuary and an enormous candlestick with seven 
branches all of solid gold. Of coarse Floras would 
retain the greater pa-rt for himself and tor the Kmperor, 
for lie u ndexstands pilfering better than Albiuus and 
Kelix did, who were the Procurators before him. Hut 
a considerable portion Avon Id fall to the phiiro oE the 
t roops, ami on that account I hope Cestius will leave us 
here in Jerusalem, where fermentation is bejdiHiiiuf antl 
where there is more to be earned than in Antioch." 

"It is very p rotable that wo shall remain here and 
that the whole of the twelfth leyion will follow us 
i hither," Lucina answered. "Prom what I have heard] 
I believe Cebtius Intends seriously to impress on Florus 
(he necessity for gentler measures, so as to avert the 
threatened storm. In that case your bright hopes of 
plunder would vanish into ihin air. But are you not afraid 
uf the vengeance of the God of the Jews, ir you stretch 
out your hands to rob Him of the sacred offerings!" 

''The God of the Jewst certainly I do not want to 
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make an enemy of Him. Bui oar gods, Jupiter and 
Mara are mightier ibrtu He i& auU tlw:y bate ilim. Our 
Planum told me tliut. A ml if I give them a good share 
of my spoil, they will sorely protect mo fumi 1 1 is w rath." 
Whilst conversing in this manner, the horsemen bad 
renclied the bottom, of Ilia valley ami wu- pursuing Uhelr 
way at tho foot of the declivity crowned by the eastern 
wall of the temple with its long eolonnde». A steep 
path led upwards to the Golden Goto, which stood ( >[>i'n 
on account ol tho festival. A stream ot pilgrims were 
amending to il. lor thousande who had come thither for 
the Pusch, and who could not find accommodation in 
the town, hail Damped out for the nighl In the valley 

and on the sides i>( Mount Olivet, sleeping in tents. 
The solemn sound ol tin.' trumpet was now calling to 
morniug prayer from the roof of the temple. 

Tho Centurion was going to take the path leading up 
to the temple, but before he could turu bis borax's head 
in that direction, Martins stopped him, Baying that they 
would infallibly Iw torn to pU-cen by the people, if they 

veiiliired to cross (lie outer court of the temple obi horse- 
back. If Lucius wished to go Hud way. he would ac- 
company hi in on foot ; meanwhile their comrades could 
take Hie horses round lo the bridge which connected the 
temple wilh the upper city. To (his LuoillB agreed; 
thus the two climbed the hill together, while the others 
went on llieir way through the Valley of Cedron, and 
entered the city by the Sheep's Gate. 

An he and Marlins Wnlked along 1 Lucius could not 
help noticing thai they were regarded by the pilgrims 

willi an ;ivi'isiini which I hey took no pains to conc*al, 

and he heard words immured behind him, which, 

although he could not ijiiite ditch their meaning, were, 
be felt sm*, no Haltering epillieK When they readied 
theGolden Gate they were Btopped by the guard with loud 
shouts. How could I hey presume to enter the temple 

precincts bearing arms? a yOOng officer asked them, and 

the guard lowered their spears in a threatening manner. 

The Decurion. whilst he remembered that no horse- 
man was allowed to enter the- gates, had forgotten that 
the prohibition applUid wjimlly to any ICoiuan carrying 
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:irins. Lucius would have boon quite willing to tarn 
book, but the insulting tone iu which tUc Jewish officer 
rtddressed him, made Lis blood boil, and the proud 
Itomau thought military honour demanded that he 
nhould nut let il. pass, lie therefore planted Iiis I since 
i . : " 1 1 t ! i . - ground before hi ni and n-plU-d, with all the 
dignity of a Roman officer: "A. Centurion of the 12tli 
legion is not accustomed to be screamed at as if he were 
i» Jewish donkey-driver. Have tlie goodness toa|)oloKL!H>, 
and we will instantly go back. Otherwise yon will 
have to answer to fostiua (Jailus tor this insult to a 
< 'aplain in the Roman army." 

While Lucius wan speaking other* of the guard had 
come np at the eall of the sentries, to defend the ffate, 
stnd l>chiiid them a vast crowd effectually barred tin- 
entrance to the Temple Court. Ami in Hie rear of the 
two JConiamt the pilgrims who were coming up formed :i 
living and impenetrable wiill. 

"We an* caught in a pretty trap." tin- Deourion 
mattered. "I will shout over thene people's heads to 
our comrades in the Antouia to come to our aid." 

"Yon will do nothing of the sort. It.wonld only 
Hive occasion to useless bloodshed, Tor long before they 
could get to us, we should have been tora to pieces. 
Itnt. here comes the Captain of the Teinple-gimrd ; ho 
will surely hear reason." 

In Fact at this juncture Bleazar, Caia pirns' grandson, 
pn-sented himself at the head of his armed guard, in the 
aide entry of tlio open gat*. Ho was a young man, 
nbont the same age as Lucius, and half a head taller, 
all hough the latter was considerably at love the average 
height. His stately fignre was rendered more imposing 
dy a splendid suit of armour, profusely ornamented 
willi gold, and a high, glittering helmet, both of (Indian 
workmanship, probably a part of the spoils won l.y his 

nnoeetora in the time of the Machnbem llaiigliliurNS 
■ad hatred flaslied out of Iiis dark eyes uh they rested 
on the Roman officer, wliooe conntenance, as ho looked 
composedly at his opponent, expressed admiration mora 
than dislike. However the first glance was enough to 
convince Lucius that the Captain of the Temple-guard 
was an enemy. 
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" What is Mils disturbance here at the Golden Qatef 
Would these uiH-ireuinciaed iioman Oogfl dare to enter 

armed into the holy placet" 

II app ily 1 he ( VnUiriu u did not n nderstnnd I ii p epithet 
applied bo htm ami his, companion in AramaSci ©reb»h<e 
would have U-fii beside himself with fury. Ah it wan, 
be answered in avoid, cotnieoiH) lone, speaking Greek : 

"ThisiH a misiiinli-isiaridiiii;. I »;<■- OOl aware thai yo« 

do not permit the soldier* of your Bbuparor to enter 
the ooartrjard of this magnificent temple bearing urns. 
i am ready either t<> turn back, or to give my sword 

Into VOW liiinds. on your Word Oi honour, if yon will 

accompany roe awoBfl the outer Com l of the Temple. 
Onlv before doing so, l must request the young officer, 
who addressed me in ao unmannerly a fashion, Lo niako 
some kind of apology. Otherwise I shall lay a com- 
plaint before the Governor." 

The Captain answered in the most contempt nous 

manner. "Do listen to this haughty Rowan,'' he ex- 
claimed. "He is actually going to complain of me ! He 
is welcome to da so, ho may go to the Emperor himself 
for alight 1 core! But new give up yoniflwerd, ami that 
unconditionally. I arreal you u as insolent disturber 
of the peace." 

At .this the (Vnliiri.ni's indignation got the better Of 
him. "1 « ill give up my life sooner than my sword, 
and BUrrender myself a prisoner lo you!" he exclaimed. 
"Out with your sword, mail, and let us settle the matter 

inainglooooibat, nnleasyou an> a toward!" Bo saying 

he toot oil bifl mililan Cloak, which he wrapped round 
his left ni-m ill lien of » shield, and stood, Lis short 
Roman sword firmly gmsped in his right hand, before his 
antagonist, his eyes Baablng with anger. For a moment 
tneCaptatn appeared to hesitate whether he should or 
should not accept this challenge; then returning his 
sword to it* scabbard, he ordered the guard to arrest 
the two Itoman soldiers by fore*-. 

[Snt nt that same instant a movement was perceptible 
an the crowd. "Hold, hold, make place for the Ihgh- 
Prie*ta, n the temple servers- were heard lorry. And 
out of the temple, where the report ol a dispute with 
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r lit- Romans had already readied them. Simeon and 
l>irhin-s, with other leaders of the moderate party, were 
' i ii hastening towards 0>e tJoldcn Gate, lo mediate 
between the contending parties. Enraged at this iater- 
it 'i.'ihv, Hie Captain ordered liis men lo carry out his 

command instantly and handcuff the two Jtomaii dub* 
cif ants. But the guard paid more heed to ilie two 
venerable old men, who had once Ailed the oflice of 
High-Priest, and who now, arrayed in their sacerdotal 
vestments, with uplifted hands imposed silence on all 
present. 

"What has occurred here!" EzecLias asked his 
nephew. 

"I am fulfilling the duties of my office, uncle, 
defending the sanctity of the temple against the tineir- 
etunouwd — " 

"When will you learn Id curb your unruly tongue, 
and act less rashly, liol headed youngstt-r! You would 

give over the holy city and llic temple of Ood to destruc- 
tion, if you could, for the sake of your uiicheHxd 
temper. This young man does not look as if he wished 
to attempt any desecration of our temple. Yon have 
again intentionally picked a quarrel, us if you were bent 
upon fanning the smouldering diseord In-tween our 
unhappy nation and the all-powerful Romans, which un- 
fortunately appears every day more likely lo hurst into 
a (Lame. 1 am sadly afraid that the tire nil! hum us up." 
The majority of the bystanders agreed with the warn- 
ing- which the former High-Priest uttered, the pilgrims. 
being impressed by the sight of ins venerable form and 
priestly garments. "The Priest of God speaks Hie 
truth, the Captain was carried away by excess of zeal," 
said a voice from the crowd. And when the Centurion, 
at Ezeehius' request, had calmly explained the circum- 
stances, the iteople. easily - swayed, expressed tlieir 

approval of the Priest's decision, that the two lioaiaiis 

VI i ■<• not to blame. 

Kleazar gnashed his teeth with linear, bill he was 
f oh red to swallow both his own wrath and his unHc's 
reproof. He even went so far as to make :i slight 
apology, though he accompanied the words with a look 
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of no very peaceful kind. It fU tantamount to paying: 
Henceforth we two an mortal encniictt, mid wc have not 
seen each other for the last time. Tfala fcheOentraion 
perfectly understood, but at the time hoexprt'HHed him- 
self as satisfied with the reparation his opponent ottered. 
Then turning to the grcy-linired IVicsls and Uieir fol- 
lowers, Im cordially thanked them for their opportune 

intexpoaitl which had been (he means not only of 

saving his life and thai of his companion, but ol averting 
a great calamity from the Jewish people, finally lie 
handed his sword bo Bxecltia*, with the request that he 
would kindly conduct ids comrade and himself across 
the < it ol the temple to the bridge lending to the 

upper city. 

Simeon. BzeohtaS and their followers escorted the 
two strangers through Suioiuon»e cloisters, n colonnade 
which houndi-d the Court Of the Gentiles on the eastern 
side, to the Royal cloisters, which formed the southern 
boundary. It was a long way. The Centurion gazed in 
astonishment at the gigantic proportions ol these en- 
closures, and the nuipnificenc* of the hundreds and 
hundreds ol pillars composing these cloisters. The 
granite columns, tl feet ill height, wen- so colossal in 

girth, that two men could Bcarcely encircle them with 
lin'ir arms. Between these columns a ^w was obtained 
of the Court of the Ceniihs, unroofed and paved with 

coloured liiehi and in it* millet, surrounded by atone 
colonnades and wide flights of marble steps, stood the 

vast temple of dazzling wMte uiarhlc. Crowds ol people 
were moving about In thoGourt, pouring Into the inter- 
ior of the temple through itu numerous doors. Hut the 
occurrence that hail just taken place prevented Lucius 
from finding any pleasure at that time in viewing the 
splendid Structure, He strode in silence under the 
.sort of the priests '•' the western end of the Royal 
cloisters, where his sum.l was returned to him by 
Ezeohias. Willi a few words of thanks ho parteil from 

the old man and his followers, and erased the bridge 

With Martins. At the other end they found the troop 

of horsemen, Who had bean waiting for them some con- 
siderable time. 
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NOta.— The Royal Cloister* a.re described by Jftsephus as a 
work "which deserves to be mentioned better than any other 
under the sun." They had tbiee "walks" or naves, which 
" iii'ii'lnl along the whole south side of the enclosure of the 
ii-nipir (or the lenitth of a furlong (660 feet.) The hieadth of 
Hie side aisles was 30 fe«t and the height 60 feet; the breadth of 
the middle one was 46 feet, ami the height of it much greater 
tlian of those on either side. There appear to have been tower* 
at each end. The aoulli-castcrn corner ia supposed to be "the 
I'siutivclt- of the temple," mentioned by St. Matthew (ch. 4, 6\); 
it stood on a giddy height, "a vastly high elevation" above the 
level of the outer Court of the temple. 



CHAPTEK 5. 
In Berenice's Palace. 

"By Baeanns!" exclaimed the Docnxion, m be settled 
himself once mow in the saddle, "all's well that unds 
welll tJpon t 1 1 y honour, a quarter ol an bonr ago 1 would 
iji-t have given ;• battered <>-' (a broM farthing) [or out 
two Hvph. Iful I Rball remember bfaal gnat Jewish lout 

in II reck armour when I BOO ltini ugnin." And Marlins 

proceeded \*» give iiis Qomrndca a graphic description 

of the advent .nro that had liefalh'ii Lucius and himself. 

Lntius glanced buck at the hill on which the temple 
was ExiilC, separated nt that spot Irom the Upper Town, 
Mount Siou by a ravine, the Tyropicon valley. Tin? 
bridge which ho had just crowed formed the only means 
ol communication. From the lower town, stretching 
away northward:* on the right, Ilic whole ol which could 
be overlooked fr his present standpoint, long flights 

of Btr-ps led up to the toiujvle. Pora moment tlie Cen- 
turion's eyen rested on Hie procession of devout wor- 
shippers, wearing Hie white garments of the festival 
and singing psalms, wno wore mounting the steps 
nearest to them, ami be was compelled to acknowledge 
that he bad never seen BO great a multitude with so 
recollected a demeanour, ascending the steps which in 
Home led up I" Hi*' national sanctuary, the temple of 
Jupiter CapilolimiH. At that instant another loud 
trumpet blast sounded from the roof of the temple, and 
astheecho died »»«J in the distance there rose from 
the Court of (he Sanctum y the song of a thousand voices, 
with the aeeoinpaniiurnti of harp and cymbal, priests 

and people chant ing alternately. Lucius, could not catch 

tlie words, but he fVlt that they wore solemn and mib- 
linie, and his soul was stirred within him. We Romans, 
he said to himself, might learn a great deal from this 
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• it spiked Hebrew people, iu regard to the manner of 
w oilhily conducting divine worship. 

He then rodo straight on to tho king's palace, which 
OCCUpted Urn north-west corner of Mount .Sion. He Hum 
had to traverse almost the whole of (he Upper City, and 
whilst doing this, lie made the DccnrWin tell him the 
Damw ot the principal buildings. First they -came on 
tbE right, to the Palace of Agrippa or the Aamonean 
Palace; the A smou cans being the ancient sacerdotal 
nice ol the Maehabees, which Herod had destroyed. 
Adjoining that was the spacious area ot Xyat, closed in 
by galleries. "That is where public games and public 
assemblies are h«hV' Marlins esplaim-d. "Contcznpt- 
il «li- (child's play, compared to the sports of the Bonian 
i hens. And the pahices are poor little cottages by the 
side of the imperial structures ol our divine Nero. Yet 
lliry contjiin tapestries, plate and grins which arc treas- 
ures and which are worthy ot sin i€miH-ror. atony ratesuoh 
as would be » fine windfall lor a Boman soldier. Arid 
iu the vaulla lai»ft ftmonnta ol gold and silver are said 
to bo stored. Those Hcrods were so opulent, that once 
upon a time they made a present ol a hundred talents 
t<> Augustus. What a shame it seems that wo should 
allow these barbarians to possess all this wealth." 

The way now lay through narrow, ill-paved, steep 
alleys between rows of dark, low houses with flat roofs. 
These alleys were crowded with people, who had some 
d iuicnlty in gelti ng out. of the way of the horsemen, and 
many a look ot hatred, ma-ny an expression ot rage, 
followed them as they passed onward up the hill. Only 
a lew windows closed with latticework looked out on 
this alley, and the space allotted to the liouse-doors had 
been measured out with n niggard hand. Lucius, who 
had just come from Kome and Autioih, was wholly 
unacquainted with this stylo of eastern architecture; 
v\ ith st contemptuous shrug of his shoulders he ejaculated: 
"Fancy such a wretched phice being: the chief town of a 
wealthy nation! I hope I shall not be detained loug 
H illiin these walls. Are these houses or dungeons?" 

"They arc houses, Sir, and far too good for Ibis pack 
«i cheats. You do not know them. They Iiavo all 
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their windows at the hack, looking over tho conrts and 
gardens, and the interior if> fitted tip more grandly than 
anyone would suppose, judging by then blank walls. 
Bub there is a house yonder which would do credit to 
Borne itself. A trim, pn-tty place, is it not? Those 
pillars wore chiselled in Alexandria, »nd cost a tidy 
amount of Hi-gotten gains. Berenice lives then, Sing 
Agrippa'a sish-r, the Queen of Cilieia. I believe she 

has left her husband ; (hey say slut is angling now niter 

a bigger flsh." 

Lucius had once seen tins I'rinrcAS, WtlOM beauty o! 
portion and iuriit.il gifts were emiulleil by her all absorb- 
ing ainhith.n. lb- had been presented Bo feer, together 

with some oilier oflteeis. :iud he thought that (lie royal 
lady had singled liiui out from among the other (,'iH'Ms. 
At any rate his brother oflicera had joked with him 
al>out the brilliant conquest he had made, as soon as he 
Bet foot on oriental soil. "A happy omen! A Princess' 
favour can augur nothing but good," he had laughingly 
replied at the timo, and never tlioii^lit about it again. 

But now he recalled to mind the lovely Queen, and 
glanced wilh some inh-rcs! at the palace which, though 
not spacious, was a pi-rfeci specimen of tliei latin style 
Of iirchitecliiri'. Tlie columns supporting the portico, 
all of rod gniuil'' wen- simply superb. Ah In: p;ussed he 
caught sight <>t a lady, in the art of drawing aside the 

silk curtain before the window, 10 look ant at Hie horae- 

men, whom, from (heHound of tln-ir horses' hoofs coining 

up the street, Bile guessed to !••■ Romas ■dialers. "That 
must be Berenice bemelf,** the Centurion said to himself , 
aud saluted her ■jOOOrding to military etiquette. He 
con Id not help fancying tliat she returned (he greeting 
with more grau'ionsm-ss than ait orriimary otliccr could 
expect from a Queen. He was riding cm, when the 
Dccurion called out to him that soun-ono was beckoning 
to him li.is.top- While he was dehaling within himself 
whether he should e«ui|dy with this invitation, or 
whether he should go on at once to deliver his message 
to the Governor, a porter stepped forward with a 
courteous request that the Centurion would giro the 
Queen of Cilicia the pleasure of his company for a few 
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moments, provided this did not interfere 'with his 
military duty. 

Thereupon Lucius begged the Decurion to wait for a 
few minutes and dismounting, threw bis bridle to the 
nearest trooper. 

In the vestibule, where the Queen's chamberlain was 
waiting to receive him, and in the atrium through 
which he passed, Lucius observed that everything was 
;MTiiDgetl on the model of the most elegant Roman 
palaces. Costly mosaics adorned pavement and walls; 
the pillars ;ind pedestals were masterpieces of Grecian 
workmanship. The only difference was that on the 
urn-face of the walls arabesques and painted flowers were 
substituted for the customary scene's from the lives of 
the gods , and where statues of the deities or of ancestors 
were usually placed, huge vases of porphyry stood, 
filled with rare exotics. To account lor this Ian-ins' 
Kuidc remarked; "My royal nlatrens eonld not venture 
to erect statues of her rather, King Agrippa, or of her 
grandfather, of yet greater renown, Herod tho Great, 
the friend of the divine Kmperor, or any other members 
of her illustrious house. The blind fanaticism of the 
Jews would not tolerate It." At the end of the atrium 
he drew aside a portiere of rich texture and with a low 
Obeisance ushered the officer into a room furnished 
with truly regal pomp. 

Not in the residences of the most opulent Komans 
did Lucius remember to have seen such a display of 
wealth. The polished marble floor was almost entirety 
covered with Persian carpets of a deep crimson line so 
thick that the foot sank in them; luxurious couches 
lined the walls, which were hung with festoons of trim- 
son silk, artistically arranged and adorned with golden 
crowns, The ceiling* richly moulded and profusely gilt, 
from which a gold candelabra was suspended, completed 
the regal splendour of this magnificent apartment. 

Before Lucius eould recover from his astonish incut 
at the sight of this luxury, a curtain, heavy with em- 
broidery, was thrown hack, and Berenice advanced 
towards him. He thought he had never seen a more 
beautiful and mujeHtic woimujj and the expression of 
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his ooiintetmue.'e betrayed his thoughts.. The Queen 
perceived litis, and ]>cstowcd on him a Hclf-i-alislicd 
smile, her pearly teeth just showing between lier tinely- 
cnt lijts. Hit black, curly hair was not etaltorattely 
dressed, hul held together hy a gold bond. .She stroked 
it h. i '. Irmii liiT luw, wiilc fiochtad. and drawing her 
pale-gri^n robe somewhat closer iinmnd her, sank down 
on one of (he eu>liiuiied rmirbrri, while » i C It a rniide- 
Boending motion of her rigid hand nlw made a. sign to 
Lucius in seat himseU on a low stool o! ivory. 

Cut Lucius, who had removed his hclnicl on entering 

the apartment, declined this Invention with a low i>ow. 
"N«>hu- Queen, M lie Bald, "permit me to receive your 

orders standing. [ have recently come from Antioch, 
and am changed with -i message to )*• conveyed to the 

Governor." 

"'So you c«me from Hit* Legate, brave Centurion.? I 
thought as much, when 1 saw yon riding up .the street. 
It iras rumoured (.hat Ostitis Chill us would himself 

come up lo the Kenst.*' 

"In fact, 1 have lo announce lo Floras that he in 
expected this very evening." 

"In that ease I will detain you no longer, although 
I am afraid thai bringing BUCn lidinjrs. you will not 
meet with ;i warm welcome ti-om I he Procurator. For 
my part) i am very £lad that '.alius is coming, for I 
hope thai lie will do sonieHiiiic (*> probed my nation — 
which if- very Hear lo me— froni the Sbamef ul oppression 
of this (iovcrnor. I :ils<> rejoice Hint von have come. 

my haiulsiiiue Centurion. I believe 1 saw yon ©nop 

before, is it not so 1 lit Cueuarea was it? Ob then I was 

not wrong. I mast iisk Callus to leave yon her* In 
Jerusalem, Ihen I shall l«-g yon to come very often to 
see me, anil we can road the newest worked theltomaii 
poets together, whie.li I have sent lo me whenever at 
vessel sails from Koine lor these part*. Tour voice 
sonnds sympathetic. I should so much like to acquire 
somewhat more fluency in the language of tlie rulers of 
the world." 

At first Berenice had spoken Greek, hut the last 
sentence mu Raid in Latin, perfectly correct as tu gram- 
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mar, but -wilh a decidedly foreign accent. Then she 
paused., aud fixed her dart eye*, the effect of which 
wan heightened by carefully applied touches of henna, 
with an intjniring'looU on the Centurion. She expected 
that ho would respond to her foiu'ious speeches with Iho 
compliments to which she was only loo hilly accustomed. 
Lucius contented himself, however, with thanking her 
for her great, and by him undeserved kiudneHS. 

The young man's calm demeanour made the vain 
woman all the more determined to enslave him. "Well 
then," she Raid with lier most captivating smile, "I 
si mil consider you r answer as an assent, somewhat loo 
respectfully worded, and thank you for it, so f shall 

ask Ostitis to leave you in Jerusalem, but 1 must not de- 
tain you any longer now. \V ith what ease the language 
or Attica runs oD your lips! Indeed, I never remember 
hearing a Komaii apeak Creek so well." 

"My Mother in an Athenian.'* 

"0!i, that accounts for yotir uncommon fluency in 
speaking her beautiful native tongue. lint your father 

is a Roman V 

"He was a Rowan senator, and I come of an ancient 
equestrian order." 

"In that eu-se Roman power and Creek refinement are 
united in your person. But it just occurs to me that 
you have not told n» your name, or rather thai I have 
forgotten it, if you mentioned it to me. A tout whom 
am I to speak to the Legate 1" 

".My name in Lucius Flavua, your Majesty." 

"Plavus, Flavius! Then you are perhaps related to 
Vespasian, the General, the eonqoeror of the Britons f" 
Jferenice inquired with eager interest. 

"Notso, Princess, I cannot lay claim to a name of 
such renown.'* 

"Not as yet. I should not to surprised if in a tew 
years' time, "the golden laurel wreath were to cover your 
fair locks. If only the laurels are not won at the ex- 
pense o! my nation!" bo saying, Berenice gave her 
hand, sparkling with jewels, to the Centurion, and dis- 
missed him with a gracious nod. 

Scarcely had the curtain closed behind him, when 
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the royal lady's manner completely changed. "Flavusl 
I thought Flavins was the name I saw on the image the 
Egyptian showed me," 8ho said thoughtfully. "The 
slight difference in the name may bo a mistake on my 
part; Ihe figure which she called np to view, offering 
me the imperial crown was cerlaiuly Wfl' ** had the 
same light curly hair, ho uncommon tor a Roman. The 
colour of the eyes I do not remember very well, there 
was not time to notice everything. I wish the old witch 
was here! Hut if I Hut for her, ftha would not come, 
for she knows that in Jerusalem she would incur the 

risk ol iR'ing burnt ■live." 

She look a few turns up and down the thick pile 
carpet, knitting her brows. "That young Bom&D treated 
me in a very off-hand manner," shesani to herself, "yet 
one would imagine that Berenice, to whom every one 
pays homage, might claim attention and regard from a 
Xegate or an. Emperor, much mo re from a simple officer. " 
Taking np a mirror of polished metal, she Rami with 
satisfaction at the reflection of her classic features. 
■"No, f ris has not put tlie least touch too much, and a 
lace like that ought to -conquer the world. What does 
it matter. We shall not lack the means of binding this 

Roman to our triumphal ear, if if seams worth while to 
do so. Now I must go to Agrippa. Wo must avail 
OWBSlttM of tin* presence ol the Legate I" offer! the 
downfall ol ihiit Intolerable Floras, even though his 
arrogant COnaorl were ten tinii-s over the bosom friend 
of Poppaeu Batuna, who ousted Nero's wife from her 
rights. Ilo-w I detest iheso insolent Asiatics, the fto- 
Curator and his spouse!" 

Thereupon she Hupped her hands, and; said to the 

slave who appeared in answer to her Bummoas; "Be 

quick, toll Chios to eome and dress my hair, and Acta to 
bring my robe. Not the new purple one with gold 
fringe, but one of those which came from Antioeh, no 
matter which. I am going to my brother. But for 
tomorrow yon must devise a truly regal costume, for I 
am going to invite the Syrian Legato and other distin- 
guished guests to dinner. And now order my liller." 
"O my royal mistress, it is easy work to array you 
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-■is a radiant Queen. Kv*>n in this simple attire yoa 
might t«e taken for one of the immortals, so that I am 
always afraid lest the divine Juno should he envious of 
yon-" Bach were the flatteries the Greek maid poured 
into her lumtrcBs' ear, as with deft fingers alie fastened 
I he, golden clasps of a pink silk diphmlion, a short kind 
of cape, which fell in graceful folds from Hie neck to 
the waist. 

"Nonsense, yon little flatterer. Make haste and call 
your fellow-servants, for no one shall touch iny hair but 
«'h!oe. Now run and tell Kupolcinos to give nie the- 
two Nubians for my bearers, not those horrid dumsy 
(iermansj one of whom stumbled the other day and 
i»;nly threw the litter and me too down the steps at 
thoXistas," 

(■hloe and Acta now entered. The former speedily 
tlrenaod her mistress' hair, sprinkling it with a few 
■ hops of perfumed wider, whilst the latter, who had 
chapgeol the wardrobo, employed horaclf in spreading 
the different ftimatia upun the oonehea for selection. 
"The first mantle that comes handy, the blue one with 
silver trimming," Berenice called out to her. 

' 'But that colon r will not go well with the pale green 
robe — " 

"bet it be the red one then. Only make haste, I 
ought to be with the iving Isdore now." 

A magnificent red mantle was fastened above the left 

shoulder and under the right, thus iea-ving the right arm, 

which was adorned with costly bracelets, free, while on 

I hn left side the rich material, edged with deep embroid- 
ery, waa held together, falling in folds down Co the knee. 

II look some time for Acta to arrange ami llx all the 
lolds aright ; meanwhile the oilier maids held up a large 
polished plate of silver before their mistress in which 
her form was mirrored. When her toilet was timillv 
completed, sin- b wept out of the chand>er, and assisted 
by |«r major dorao Kupolemos, entered the litter which 

VIU awaiting her in the; vestibule. 

Iii the meantime the Centurion with his little Dand of 

follnwcrs rode onward towards the royal palace in a 
I bonghl ful mood. The unexpected interView with Berc- 
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nice, and the manner in which she had received him 
paused him at heart more uneasiness than gratification. 
Her dazzling beanty and her gracious ad van-ees •were not 
without their effect on him. although he had preserved 
so cool a demeanour externally. &ow utterly different 
she was to Tfaamar, the young J*ww»! Iterenii-e. in fact 
resembled one of the goddesses of Olympus, heboid him- 
self, whereas the pale. Jewish maiden willi the trustful 

eyes was like one of the genii of whom the. eastern poets 

SJing. PHlifey and eliildlike iiuioeeiiro wen- written on 
her failures; vhereofl Hie pride of r:ank. llio fire ol 
passion gleamed in ItereJiiee's dnrk eye. Her ehar.icter 
too, was not Bpofleaa. All sorts of fttorifs were fold 
about her in the eamp. But was she worse than the 
great. Hoinau ladies? At any rat« she was not like Mes- 
salinn or Agrippina; or to look still higher, the Empress 
Poppaea Sabina, what was she t Were strict morality 
and virtuous, conduct to be met with amongst the women 
of the day t Faugh, if one could rise to a position of 
power and fame- by giving his hand to this rich and 
mighty Princess — 

The Centurion's meditations were abruptly broken 
oH by the IH'Hirion, who exclaimed : "Elero we are," at 
tlie Eiame time pointing out the n>y*l palsicft on the 
other trill it of Hie large wpiiirr, which rose proudly before 

their view. It was built by Herod in the north-west 
corner ol the Upper Cil.v: Ihus H VU protected Oil tWO 

aides by the wall of the <iiy with Etas massive forire-sses. 
and on iim others s3so it was enoompasBed with solid 
walla; and towers. In the angle tortned by the old wall, 

where Hie (wo walls of more reeent ei.rl ion met, stood 

the strong lower of llippirus; the immense blocks of 

stone employed in ils eonslmctiOD excibB wonder to this 

day.*) The second tower which Herod built in memory 
of and named after his brother Phasuel, whom he had 
caused to l>e as-sasni natod, was yet loflier and more solid. 



*) Norn. Josephu* fAnt. 16, H.) £wes the dimension* of these 
stones, or blocksof while mnrble, «» heinu twenty-five cubits in 
length, twelre in breadth, ami eight in depth. These inen*ure- 
meiits miRht be considered as exaggerated were not blocks of 
double the size to "be seen in the ruins of the famous tempi? mt 
Bailbec 
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It was constructed on th-o model of the far-lamed tower 
i if 1'haros,theliyht-hou&eof Alexandria, which however 
it exceeded in circumference. Up to the height of forty 
cubits it way, of solid masonry; then there was n gallery 
protected by strong bulwarks, above which the tower 
rose in several slories to the height of ninety on bits, the 
whole being surmounted by a watch-tower crowned with 
halt k'lnejits. The third tower Herod named after his. 
consort, the beautiful and unhappy Marianinc, the last 
<>f the race of the Asmoneans, whom Herod!, instigated 
by jealousy, put to death. This tower was pleasing to 
the eye on account of its graceful form. 

While Lneina traTcrscd the vast square, ho inquired 
of Martins the names of the three towers, to which, he 
acknowledged, ho had soen nothing equal either in Rome 
or Antioch. And when they reached the gate in tho 
wall, he was scarcely less ustonifdietl at the Bjghfcof the 

palace itself. It wart a broad building two stories high 
with two side wings at right angles from the main 
building. Prom tho spacious ftqunro in front, where 
standing-room could have been found for thousands of 
people, a. marble flight of steps extending [he whole w idlh 
of the building led up to the quadrangle formed by the 
i hree sides of the palace. Rows of Doric and Ionic pillars 
rose one above another on the walls of the palace up to 
tho very roof, terminating in a gallery protected by a 
stone balustrade, whence an all-embracing view of the 
town and temple could be obtained. The pure white 
shafts and gilded capitals or the columns, irlitlorinj' in 
the sun, stood out in strong relief against the dark 
marble of the palace, to which the gloomy masonry of 
the town wall and the lofty, frowning towers formed AD 
effective background, whilst the dark green of tall 
cypresses and sycamores of unusual size constituted a 
pleasing frame to the picture. Far away to the left 
sirvtehed, a large pleasure garden wjtlj shrubs and groups 
of trees, ponds a nd fountains. On the right were several 
•ml buildings and stables, besides the barracks of the 
I to man garrison, whence a number of recruits, who had 
j ust heen, drilled by some old decwions, ran out to meet 
I he little band of horsemen, as soon as they had been 
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admitted by tlie guard at tlie eastlo-gate. A centurion 

bad aent i hem out with orders m take the boms to the 

stables, and he himself followed to greet the newly- 
arrived comrades. 

"What, yon here, Lucius Flnvus!" he exhumed, 
on recognising the leader ol the party. "Have the godfl 
Benl you to Iw bored t« death in Jerusalem Bfl a com- 
pensation for the unexampled good fortune you have 

hitherto had!" __ U11 „ , 

*•[ was not aware till this moment. MHiliusCeler, 
that i had given the Immortal goda any cause tor envy. 
it strikes me that yon have not yet (m-iv.-n me the few 

sestertii I once won from v-u in Hie Circua UaXimnS l\V 

alackrwacer. Well, well, I am heartily glad to imd 

an old eozaiade here. 1 must no off at once to Hie 
Governor, 1 have to unnouncts to him that. Uie legate 
win arrive here this evening." 

"In that ease my men must run np their armour. — 
Look here, nil you 'fellows: every soldier in the cohorts 
is to clean liis shield and cnirasa, mid make himself fit 
t<> l>e. Been. If not, by Hercules, it will be the worse 
for them!— These lads hike it easy in this miserable 

pl«n\" Mrtiliim continued, addreaaing Lnclus. "But 

you ne.d not be in such a liiiny to (live your message, 

it will be aomo time yel baftneOi-^im* Finnic ivc-ovcr* 
from the effecta ■ >( teal nlgfatfa carouse. Have you 

brpalcfiisle.M No! Come Willi l«« »<> IhtWnfiilliUlrt, 

(mesa-room) the Governor'B bouae-ateward is a friend 
of mine, bewill have a tasty raotmel from last nigmVfl 
leant and a pitcher ol swrei Cyprus wine to set Iwfore 
yon. And while you lake this refreshment, you can 

tell ma the latest m as from Borne, and I win give yon 

some idea of our position in this god-fOraaken country. 

By tho. heavenly twins! We are caught In a nice trap, 

and how we ever are to get out of it, II the three million 
Jews, who have now assembled in tint oily 10 celebrate 

their feast, really allow •themselves Ul»> iiioHoeUo a se-rt- 
oub insurrection— thai , my good frieml burins, is a prob- 
lem which my poor u ink- rounding Lb powerless to solve. 



CHAPTER 6. 
The Morning: o* Good Friday. 

Despite Die disturbance of the previous night all were 
astir early on tho morning of Good Friday in the house 
at Betliania. Even the two girls who were not always 
wont to rise at their Aunt's lirst Mil, caino punctually 
into the sitting-room for morning prayers. They had 
dressed :is quietly as possible, no as not lo wake Thamar 
who was sleeping in the adjoining chamber. Their 
Aunt told them that she was slill last asleep. 

"The poor child needs it after all she wont through 

last night," Calvin'" said. "And who knows if even 
worse trials are not lieiore her? Kusoliiiis [eels very 

anxious alMHiUlie condition of his patient this morning, *' 

"Poor fellow! How sad it would be Jor his daughter 
if ho were taken from her," Miriam answered. "But ol 
course we should keep T'hamar with us and treat her 
like one of ourselves." 

"Yes of course wo should, 1 * rejoined Martha, who 
t-ook a more practical view ot things than her somewhat 
impulsive sinter. "All the same, I must own that I wish 
i liat 1hey had not lieen quartered on us just at this time." 

"0 Martha, how can you tw-lk in that way," cried 
(ho indignant Miriam. ^ 

-Well then, just tell me what we are to do. She 
will want to go with us if Uncle takes us into the town 
today. Just fancy, she has never seen Jerusalem and 
i he temple!" 

,; Khtt seenis much more easily contented lhail yoO 

are, my dear child, and will not, I am sure, persist in 

accompanying yon, if we raise any obstacle to her doing; 

lk-sides she will wish to help nurse lior Father," 

Salome said. 

"1 should like her to go with us," Miriam exclaimed. 
'•How delighted I should be if I could persnade her to 

(6T> 
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become one of ourselves, and -could present her to good 
bitdiop Simeon as a neophyte (or instruction. I havo 

thought out :i whole plan ol campaign. First or nil we 

will take Thauiar to the Sepulchre whence our Lord 
i-.iis.-d Uuaras to- life". Silas, the gardener, who wit- 
nessed Ihe miracle, will convince her of the truth. Then 
on the -way from the Garden t>f (Hives to Golgotha we 
will tell the dear child nil the history of our Messed 

Lord's passion, and Anally describe His glorious Resur- 

roctlon and Ascension. Itishop Simeon, tlie Deacon 

Nilcanor, our Uncle himself, besides many other living- 
persons saw the risen Saviour in His glory. Barely on 
the testimony of Bach witnesses HflS cnuld not hit) 
to believe that JeSDS Christ was really the promised 
Messiah and the true Son oC (!od. Oh do let me tell 
her all this! Today, on the very day on which our Lord 
died, I will persuade Tharnar to liecome a Christ inn." 

"That Is not a work fa) be accomplished by human 
arguments but by divine grace," remarked Knsebhis, 
who unobserved by Miriam, had entered the room while 
8he was speaking. "And it is a grace which must be 
asked of (!od in prayer. Now call Silas and Hie others; 
we will hold our usual devotions at bourn, since we 
cannot join our brethren who will assemble in Jerusa- 
lem. My patient will sleep on for another hour or two v 
bo there la nothing to be done for him at present.'' 

Silas, tho gardener to whom Lucius had spoken, and 

a few other men servants entered the room, lu a low 

voice Euwliiiis rcrilcil a short morning prayer, which 
all present repeated after him; then in a few heartfelt 
words, he reminded then that on f hat day, three and 

thirty years ago, I heir Lord had suffered the erne! death 
of the cross for their Bake. '-These eyes beheld Him 
hanging oo I h«* cross, oh bow terribly mangled and dis- 
figared! These ears heanl Him praying to Mis Father: 
'Father, forgive them, they know not what they do', 
when the Scribes and Pharisees blasphemed and mocked 
Fliin in His death agony. It ■seems to me. as if it bad 
been yesterday, so vividly do I see Ilin* before me 
wearing the crown of (horns, the blood streaming from 
His wounds. Would that you too could have Been it. 
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ray children; never, never could you forget the love 
that niiwift Hira endure lor us no awful a death!" 

Eusobius' emotion was too great i-> allow him to say 
more, and tears rolled down his wrinkled cheeks. All 
who were present wept with him, especially Miriam, 
whose affectionate heart was kindled witli love (or her 
divine Master. After a lengthened pause, Euscbius 
.said that instead of proceeding to relate his personal 
reminiscences, lie would read aloud the history of the 
Passion, as Matthew had written it down with the aid 
of the Holy Spirit. 

He accordingly took a new parchment. roll out of an 
iron case, and after raising it respectfully to his forehead 
and lips, began slowly and distinctly to read the de- 
scription, powerful in its simplicity, of the Passion of 
our Lord, from His Agony in the Garden to His last 
breath upon the cross. When in conclusion he read of 
(hehipis and wonders that followed immediately upon 
the death of the Son of (Sod, the- reading of the veil of 
the temple, the* earthquake, the appearance of tlie re- 
BittcitiUVd dead, and the testimony of the centurion who 
was on duty at the execution : "Indeed this waa thofiou 
of God," a faint cry interrupted him, and looking up, 
he saw Thnmar standing on the threshold, tears run- 
ning; round her cheeks. 

Alarllia's voice, calling the servants to family prayors, 
bad roitsed Rabbi Satloc's daughter from her dreams. 
In the bewilderment of first awakening she did not know 
when' ftbowaa. aud fancying herself iu her own Utile 
cliamber at Antioch, called to her nurse Sara to come 
and help her dress. Hut on putting out her hand, first 
on one side, then on the other, she failed to find the 
little table which, in her own home stood try her bedside, 
ami her silver bell was also missing. Then, all at once, 
on hearing Martha's unfamiliar voice once more, the 

whole events of the evening before reonrred io her mind, 

and she realised her own position. The attack of the 
rohhiTs. her rescue- by the Roman centurion, Ihe> Ioas of 
her brother, her father's dangerous state, all came Lack 
to her memory and a pang shot Ihrough her heart. 
-'Nil, it is not a bad dream, but sad reality," she said 
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to herself as she rose sorrowfully from her conch. "I 
must go to my poor Father- I must know hnw lie is." 

Kho dressed quickly, and fastened on her Baudals. 
Then, draining back the curtain, nhe east a hasty glance 
at the unknown country outspread before her, on which 
the, BOD. bad just risen in unclouded mil Nance. In the 

garden below, the little birds trilled <»■■- '*■ morning lay, 

and the ihought that i.he Qod in whose praise they sang, 
was acquainted with her grief and would not abandon 
her, fell like :i soothing balm on her Rufforing heart. 

Kneeling down, with Uplifted hands, sin- implored (lod's 

Mossing; and p-rot&cdon far hor father, her broUier and 

herself; then rising up with fresh coumge she sallied 
forth in search of her kind host and her BlCR fathir. 

Remembering that Knsehius had told her that his 
two- nieces Slept in the adjoining eliamber, she Blood, lis- 
tening :it. the entrance to that room; the. heavy curtain, 

which for the most part replaces our wooden doors in 

eastern houses, being partly drawn aside, she Raw that 
there was no one in the room, and it luid already lieon 
set iu order. But one thing which Tha mar descried in 
it gave her quite, a shock. Standing ots a small table, 

between two rues tilled vrltb bright spring flowers, iu :i 
sliver frame, was the picture «>f n lady of celestial 
dignity and grace. 

'•In Ihe iiaiiio of Eteaven whatever is that,!" Thainar 
exclaimed, turning |>-»h* with horror. "Is it possible 

that these good people who gave us so warm a welcome 

last night, oat) )"■ heath hateful in (tod's sight, and 

not faithful children o<f Abraham t How can they toler- 
ate an idol under (heir r-oof in direct violation of the 
law of (ioil, and even pay idolatrous worship to it, as 
those offering* of (lowers denote." 

Thonuur eonld Boareely refrain from rushing into the 

room and hivaking to pieces the picture whieh excited 
her indignation so hoi ly. For against, nothing, from her 
yorath up, had shebeen accustomed to bear her father 
declaim more ■vehemently, than against everything sav- 
ouring of idolatry, lint Hue checked Iter anger, resolving 
to take her entertainers (o task abont il at once, and 
seek some othor refuge for her father, if they would not 
consent to commit this pagan abomination Iu the flames. 
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Willi her mind lull of Ibis subject, she descended (he 
anil found herself in the. hall, on I» which several 
dears opened. She Was nut sure which room was the 
one where her father was. Then she caught Hi© sound 
of Ensobins' voice, which she recognised at once, and 
approached the room from which (he voice proceeded; 
her host appeared to Ik? reading aloud something very 
grave and solemn. At first she paid no heed to what 
he rend, only wailing unl.il ho should stop, so as to allow 
of her entering the room without Interrupting him. But 
what she heard arrested] her attention, and interested 
her in spile of herself. Who ■could that Jesus have 
been, who was betrayed by one of His disciples With a 
kiss, aud who said so gently to him: Friend, whereto 
art llion comet And who could !>e meant by that Father 
whom He could ask to give Him presently more than 
twelve legions of Angelsf She had never heard anything 
about all that. Then to her nMoiiishuu -id. it nufl Kfld 
out that the Jesus in question was led toGalaphM the 
High •Priest, the grandfather of her aflkuurd husband! 

Thereupon the young girl went close up to (he por- 
tiere, so as not to lose a single word of the touching 
story. She listened awestruck to the solemn utterance 
of the High-Priest: I adjure thee by the living God that 
thou tell us if thou be the Christ, the Son of God, and 
the no less solemn answer ol the prisoner: Thou bast 
said it. Nevertheless I say unto you, hereafter you 
shall see the Bon of man sitting on the right hand of the 
power of God, and coming in thu clouds of Ilea v en. 

She knew now what It all meant : it was the story of 
tile Xaxa rite, whom her father had so often denounced 
as a madman and a blasphemer. Thamar fully agreed 
with the verdict of Oaiuphaws and the Sanhedrim: lie 
hath blasphemed ; He is worthy of dentil, Bat bow was 
the lofty, calm demeanour of that Jesus about wlmm 
they were reading to be reconciled with the depraved 
heart of n blasphemer, or the unhinged mind of n lunatic! 
Ever? sentence that she heard Bosebios read seemed to 
strike at the root of her pre-conceived opinions. The 
despair of the traitor .Imhus and die fulfilment of the 
prophet's words about the thirty pieces ol silver made 
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her waTer in her belief still more. Willi breathless 
attention she followed (lie narrative of the proceedings 
baton iin- tribunal ol Pontine Pilate, «nd heard bow the 

RonjanOov-emor himself was convinced ol tin* innocence 

of the accused and the envy of hi-j aocnuwro, and how he 
Strove, Iml strove fruiUeturiy, to gain the multitude to 
his Bide and let Him go free. Bui they all cried; Iteleaso 
onto us Barabbasl Lot Htm beorucifledl And then the 
cowantfy sentence passed by I net rOYeanox with the aeif- 

eXCulpator? words: I urn ilihoeeiit ol (In- 1)1 00d (if tblS 
just limn, provoking the terrible answer from flic whole 
people: Ills blood bfl upon U, arid upon our children! 

Then ill pathetic winds rami 1 the ili'scripliou of the 
tearful BConrgfngand crowning with thorns, tin- carrying 
"f the cross itud the crucifixion, the ignominious. ngou- 
i/.hig death on the cross! — Was that man n fool or a 
rrimiiml, that God, on whom Ho called for help when 
on the cross, left Him thus to diet Next she heard of 
the marvellous signs that attended the death of the God 
made man, one after another, ami so deeply was she 
impressed by the dictum of the centurion: Indeed this 
was the Son of Goil. that unable to contain her feelings 
any longer, she stepped, profoundly agitated, into the 
room. 

At Thainar's sudden entrance the two girls started 
np with an exclamation of alarm, and the other person* 

present looked in surprise al tin' habhi's daughter, who 

seemed to have lost her nenws. Kuwliiuti alone pre- 
served his habitual serenity of milliner, and received the 
maiden with a kindly smile. She on her purl, appeared 
unconscious of the slight commotion her entrance 
caused; with quivering lips she inquired: 

"Can it be that the Messiab really (him came and 
was. put to death by His own people!" 

"Thus in truth He did come, and Hla own people — 
in their culpable blindness — nailed Him to the cross," 
Ensebius replied, 

"And the people of Israel were not converted, even 
utter the great and wondrous sinus about which yon 
have l>ecii reading! No, it hs not possible, Jerusalem, 
the whole nation of Jews would surely have recognized 
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the tnitli, had s-neh miracles really taken place. It is a 
fable, au audacious fiction that yon were reading. Tell 
me; is it not sot" 

"On the contrary it is only ton trac, nnd I, besides 
many other living persons, rati lnsir wit nans to the facts. 

Those of oor people who hurt a good will received 

the gift of faith. And you too will receive that gift, if 
in all humility you ask of God to enable you to see the 
truth. But now yon are much too agitated to judge of 
these things might I did not intend to bring them 
before you so booh; but us it baa pleaded God thus 
nudilcnly to oiwn your eyes, He will carry on the good 
work to the end." 

"Oh what can 1 say! How can I command my feel- 
ings! What if that Jeans of Nazareth, whom my Patter 
taught me from my childhood to curse, were really the 
Messiah 1 Oh tell me — t know from your honest eyes, 
your kind heart, that I can helievr you — tell me as you 
value your soul's salvation: did! you 806 any of the 

miracles about which you bare bom reeding to net" 

"I was an eye-witness of the eclipse of tho sun's 
light, and you may ask your Father whether in the 
course of nature such an event is possible at the time 
that the moon is foil. I felt the earth quale Iwiwath 
my feet, and I Baw how the rock was rent on which the 
cross stood ; I can show you the fissure, if yon will 
accompany me to the spot. I saw yet greater marvels 
than lln.se of which yon have heard; I saw Him who 
expired upon (he cross, whose side the Roman soldiers 
pierced with a lance before my eyes, so that blood 
and water flowed front it, I saw Him, Jesus Christ. rbMU 
again from the dead as He had foretold; I saw Him 
dwelling onee more amongst un, teaching us. -eating with 
lis, aud finally ascending to Heaven in His glory. I 
who am now standing In-fore yon, can bear witness to 
all this, and I could incut ion more than one living per- 
son who was also an eye-witness of all thai: occurred. 

"Enough, enough!" Thaniar cried, fulling on her 
knees. "My Lord and my God, how severely Thou wilt 
in Thy Jos tiee chastise Thy peoplo, for bavins called 
down Thy blood upon them and their children!" 
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"God is 110 less merciful tliitn just, and more ready 
to forgive, [ban lo punish. A.s Ihi; jjhmI Whephfinfl seeks 
(ho lost sheep, so lie seeks the ening sinner and carries 
liiin hark to the fold. Matthew, whose sacred fia.naI.ivo 
yon heard me read, did not record In writing all that 
Jeana ChrlBtsaid mid did whilcon ihRcrom Ho relates 
how the two thieves, wlto were omejfied with Him, 
joined with the Scribes and Ilij-h- Priests in mocking 
Hiiuj but he omits to nay how tin* crucified Saviour 
prayed to <>od, saying;: Father, forgive ihein for they 

know not, what thi-y do ; and that lo one of the lObbeXfl 
who repented and Implored pardon, 1 !<• said in mercy: 
Thin rtaiy thou shall ln> Willi mo in Paradise/* 

"How can 1 take in and believe all ttalflt Have pily 

on me. and gi*o me time to think it over quietly and 
talk to my father about it," TLiamar cried, repelling 
with a gesture the two cistern who had approached (o 
embrace her. She frit like a. wandering and benighted 
traveller, who suddenly sees, a blazing light i n the dark- 
ness; involuntarily he clones his i'.ych, dazzled and 
pained by the sodden glare, and wishes himself hack in 
the- obscurity to which he had become accustomed. 

The next moment ahe started to her i< '« ■ i -. repeating 
her last words: "My Father I Oh, bow could I forget 
hha; iak«* me lo liim Immediately. Bnl no, he most not 
see me- iii this stale of agitation] he would think some 
Calamity had befallen me, and it may perhaps prove my 
greatest happiness, Let me go alone i»io the pirden 
for a while, and when I :un more palm, let me see uiy 
Father. What Horl oJa atghthashe had 1 And is the 
wound going on welll" 

Kusebins answered hopefully, and the two sisters 
conducted Thamar lo the arlxtur. Martha would have 
liked Only loo> wHI to have remained there, and said 
many a kind word of sympathy Or instruction. But 

Miriam had more tool ; she only said : "Our Lord Jesus 

Himself often sal in tins arbour, when 1 1 <- was on earth. 

May He sjveak words of EMDSOlatlon to your heart, and 

enlighten you with His Holy .Spirit ! '* Thereupon she 
laid her hand on her sinter's arm and they left their 
visitor alone. 
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For a long time Thamar paced up and down the large 
arbonr, and externally at leaat, she gradual); calmed 
down. But the mora aba thought- over -what she bad 
heard, Which had raised such a storm of doubt in her 
soul, and compared It with the Idea she hud till then 
entertained ol the Messiah, Hie m«ro t-lio prejudice 
wherein she bad been brought op clouded Hie light of 
grace. How ofltm she had heard her hither depict in 
the sublime words of the Prophets tlie grandeur and 
majesty of the Messiah! He was to appear ns a great 
Conqueror, a mighty Prince, the deliverer of His people 
from the yoke of the Itomans, as a triumphant victor (o 
execute vengeance on all their foes, lie was destined 
to raise the throne of His lather David above all earthly 
thrones, and proclaim His law to the people upon 
HountSion. AUnattoiw must bow down before Him; 

He would smile them Willi Hie edgO Ol the .-.unnl; the 

Gentiles, Tyre and Sldon and the remotest ivies must 

pay llim tribute :ui<l lay at Bis teet I lie p. Id of Ophir, 

frankincense and myrrh, and all the treasures thhs globe 

Can 1 >i ■::--!! 

How did that accord with the image ot A criminal, 

scourged and crowned with thorns, who perished miser- 
ably on the cross, condemned as a deceiver and blas- 
phemer of God by the Higt-Prieflte and Ancients of the 
E iro|.h>, win. u'iv ».';'; voised l,i the pi ..plii-rh -. illld 
who surely would not have rejected the true Mossisdi f 
And wns not the testimony of theno men who wore 
familiar with all thebooteof the prophets mora to l>e 
trusted than the words of her host and his people t No 
doubt he was a good old man. and he certainly received 
her and her father in the kindest manner; his wife 

liesides and his two nieces were dear, friendly jieople. 
But the old man nmsl be mistaken ! 

There were the marvellous signs, certainly — Eiiscbius 
declared so emphatically that ho had Been tin 'in himself, 
that he had even held intercourse with the Crucified 
after His death. How was that to be accounted fori 
It mast have twen a delusion of the eplrltfl el darkness. 
Her Father would be able to explain it nil to her. At 
any rate it was not probable that the Messiah, for whom 
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the prophets predicted a, world-wid-e away, conlil come 
to the wretched end of a blasphemer, dying on the tree 

(if sllilUlC. 

Thus Thamar endeavoured lo revive lier belief in Ihc 
pi.- -conceived opinions so deeply-rootod in bar mind, 
and io silence the voice of grace which nevrilli'les^ still 
.s|i<>!,.- 1<> her heart in accents of warning and of doubt. 

Bhe beckoned (o Martha, who was llngeriog near, gath- 
ering flowers, and obviously iraiUna; for a sign tluit her 

<'0lll|Mlliy WOllld 1 1*' ;M'4-e|>l;il»1e In I ho Si ratlgOr. She, WilS 

so anxious lo become better aeqnalnteid with bar, and 

DQake friends with her. And now lli.u in comseqiienco 

of what lisid occurred at morning prayers ahe considered 

Thaniar as a convert, She longed lo lake upon herself 

tin; office Of instil icl ivsh, How much she hiul to Id I 
her, and what touching truths! She had arranged her 
plans: Thamar should accompany her skier ami herself 
on the projected Good Friday expedition from Ge<hse- 
iiiakie to the lioanc of Aim..-, and Coiaplia-S, then to the 
Pretoriuen and to Herod's palace, and finally make the 
way of the cross to the summit of Calvary. On the 
way she could explain and depict all to her new friend 
iii a far more detailed aeoonnl than that given by the 
Bvangeliat Matthew. How their hearts would eventual- 
ly glow with love lo the Saviour! Bo Martha thought as 

&B hastened to meal her visitor, who was slowly ad- 
vancing towards her. 

'I'iie lirst glance however :ii Thainar's countenance 
apprised her thai in the Interim a change had taken 
plaeo in her miml. "I low cold you seem!" she ez- 
eJalmed, "I 1 1 > « ■ 1 1 ^. I ■ ' to tind yon lull of thankfulness 
and joy at the grace b e s t owed on yon, full of eagerness 
and enUmslaSuQ desire to follow the light which the 
Lord in His merry s«> unexpectedly shed on you." 

"Suddenly." Tbfiiaaf answered, "so suddenly indeed 
that I nearly let myself lie surprised into giving credit 
to these new doctrines of a crucified Messiah. Hut I 
am not going to U- caught, so easily; pardon mo for 
sa\ ing so." 

"Whutl la it possible that yon can doubt* After 
Uncle as an eye-witness pledged himself to the truth of. 
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it all! And I anticipated with so much pleasure that 
you and Miriam and I would make the way of the cross 
so devoutly together. Alter all, you will not care to 
go with us?" 

"I should not think of leaving the house while my 
Father lies in so precarious a slate. — Do not be offended 
with me, my dear girl. The idea never so much as 
occurred to me that you or your Uncle were deceiving 
me. It could not in fact be so, because it was by a mere 
accident that J heard the roll read which affected me so 
profoundly. But it would not be wiso on my part to 
act upon this first impression, before the grave doubts 
are put to rest, which suggested themselves on reflection. 
I must first of all talk to my Father on the subject; if 
he sees as you do, I will embrace your faith." 

"But your Father cannot talk now, and it may per- 
haps !>e a long time lH>h>re he can use his tongue freely 
again. Will you resist grace for so long a period ? Take 
care, lest you lose it altogether." 

Thamar repeated gently, but decidedly, that her 
difficulties must be removed before she took any step, 
and that her Father must do this, since no oue surpassed 
him in knowledge of the Holy Scriptures and aeuteuess 
of understanding. Martha's patience forsook her. 
"What difficulties?" she inquired. "Tell me what 
they are, and I will give you the answer to them, for all 
the most learned Rabbis in Israel may say!" 

"Another time I shall be delighted to profit by your 
learning," Thamar answered, somewhat wearily. "But 
now I want most of all to see my Father. I suppose 
you are going to put the pretty flowers which you were 
gathering hefore the picture I saw on the wall of your 
chamber. Pardon me, the entrance was open, and I 
could not help seeing it. I confess I was very much 
surprised to see such a thing in the house of a Jew. 
Did not the Lord our God solemnly declare from Mount 
Sinai by the mouth of Ilia servant Moses: 'I am the 
Lord thy God. Thou shalt not have strange gods before 
me. Thou shalt not make to thyself a graven thing, to 
adore them.' Now you little Rabbi, say how do you 
reconcile your picture with that strict command!" 
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"Oli, if all tin 1 objections yon can raise ngainst the 

resuN'iH'tiou of Clirist, corroborated as ii to hy theevi- 

deuce Ol so many eye witnesses, are not mom weighty 
than that, 1 can soon dispose of them! What makes you 
tliiok Iliat we worship that picture, or that it was paint- 
ed to be worshipped ' Do you imagine that we worship 
any Ix'ing in heaven or on curlh oxceptGod Almighty! 
Whatever put sunn a lingular Idea into your head 1 To 
atone for it I Mull make you rom« w ii h me in (he pichure 
of the Mother of God, and help me decorate it. Luke 
painted It, ami 1 really bolicvo (hat the Angels assisted 

him, lor without supernatural ln-lp his pencil eon hi 

never have portrayed sneh dignity snd grace. Jtut my 
original objeet in gathering these Bowers was (hat we 

Dllghl lake them to Jerusalem ; I thought perhaps yon 
would like, if yore came with us, to scatter them on the 
spot where the cross stood, or in the holy seiuilcJire 
where the lifeless body of our Lord was laid. Now 
however I shall give theui to the Mother ol God, with 
a prayer that she may employ her powerful intercession 
before the throne of the Most. High to olitain yourcon- 

vei-simi, and your Father's also. So conic along. What, 
yon flo act trlah to V 

"My dear ehibl, p-ray excuse me nnril I am better 

ivineed ol the dignity ol the personage you s[#eak of. 

There is your Uncle, he seems waiting for dm. Do not 

!-• vexed will , but pray for me and tny lather, and 

my poor brother w ho is lost, :uut nsk your dear sister to 
<lo the same." 

Thus spoke Thamar and away she went, leaving Mar- 
tha, to gel over Iut disappointment us best she could. 
ESnseblns oondncted her into the room where the sick 
man lay. lie had mil yet recovered cmiseionKiiess. 
"When I he sun reaches the meridian, your Father will 
awake out of sleep," he whispered lo the girl. ,; Tlien 
I shall come in agiiin, and renew the bandages. Set his 
mind at rest sis inm-h as you can, my daughter, especi- 
ally in regard t« your brother. l>u not talk to bim 
about anything; that might excite him. do not say a word 
SbOUt (fee Messiah »lm has today |«-e« revealed to yOU. 
When the inflammation has subsided and be can talk 
again, it will be soon enough to enter on anch topics." 
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So saving Eosebinfl quitted the room. leaving Thamar 
alone with her Fatter, She knell down by bta side, and 
in anguish of heart Implored God l<> spare him to her. 
Meanwhile Martha wont to look fur lu-r sister, in great 
ilispleaMiro, u "i l«»l I Im-i llial the stranger w lllully 
resisted the grm* onr I<ord had that morning so merci- 
fully granted her. "She reminded me, a* she knelt 

there, of Saul, stnitk down by the bright light on the 
wav lo Damascus," she said. "And now alio says she 
doubts again, Instead of saying, like Saul: What wilt 
Thou have me to do 3" 

"Well, wo must pray all the more tor her. Martha. 
But I really do not think that she resists wilfully," 

Miriam replied. 

"She does though," asserted Martha, and she tola 
her sister how Th:nn;ir had refused to help her decorate 
the picture of the Mother of God. 

"I^-t na do it for ho then : And may the Mother of 
Onrdlrfne I-ont take her as her child, and be gracious 
to bcr Father and to us all.*' 



CHAPTER 7. 
An Interview with the Governor <iesslus Floru*. 

Towards midday Pompon ins PapQio with his bund 
entered Jerusalem, bringing with them the prisoner 

Binion Ben Gtoraa. Ho expeilemed wnu» difficulty in 

making his way llirou^h flic crowd in tin- narrow streets 

iiml public squares; for ttie tidings of the oaptoro ot i ii<> 

notorious iHindit eJiief hud spread like wild-lire through 
the pity. More than once, then- was ground for sus- 
peetiug that an attempt at reselling him would lie made; 
bul. the formitlablo appearance of the Roman soldiery 
and tho terror inspired by the gleam of the drawn swords 
in their right hands, overawed the leaderless mob, and 
they contented themselves with following the little cav- 
alcade with load cries till the wide expanse before llie 
Koynl palace was reached. There a conflict seemed 
imiiiineiit, the mob pressed upon the horsemen on ail 
sided, and, conscious of their immense superiority or 
mi miters, raised a shout while a shower tit si ones rat 4 led 
on the shields of the troopers. They were obliged to 
halt .for a moment, an' I lliMse in the lirst nink looked to 
their lender, awaiting liis order lo use their swords. 

Then Hie tribune I'nmpmiiiiN put his sword's point 
within mi inell of tin- prisoner's throat, for lie was 
riding besldfl him, ei-elaimlng: "Hid your countrymen 
make way tor us, otherwise, I13' Mm river Styx, your soul 
shall t>e in the infernal regions in another moment!" 

Those who were near enough to euleb these words, 
stopped Bborti taken aback. Ben Gioras turned as pale 
as deatli, and cried aloud: "Good people, if yon act 
thus, I am a dead man. Let the troops pass on. I 
hope before long I sliall again stand at the bond of 
Israel's champions." 

The crowd fell haek, and the soldiers moved on un- 
opposed at a quiefc trot across the square to the gate of 
the Koynl palace; where the centurion who had hastily 

C80) 
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called out the guard, brought up Ins men to support 
them. But this was no longer necessary, iU,rt tl,c P nB " 
oner was safely lodged in the citadel without a hlow 

having been. Rtruck. 

On the marble stops the Governor Gessins Floras 
was standing in the midst ol ft group of ollicers. His 
Roman toga fell in disorderly folds round his meagre 
liml.s. :nid lie cut a sorry figure beside the tribunes and 
centurions in their gleaming equipments. Mis I lun neck 
and small head, rising out of his somewhat baggy gar- 
ment, and his sharply curved nose, gave him something 
Of the appearance of a bird of prey. All the evil passions 
of the human heart had left their stamp unmistakably 
on his sallow countenance; for in truth, if the testimony 
of Jowphua is to Ik. believed, he united in his porson 
nil the viees of his predecessors with the addition of no 
slight element of coward ii-e. This latter quality had f«»r 
the moment gained the aeoeodanl ; white to the lips he 
cried aloml: "What is nil that? Why are the populace 
making such an uproar 1 Ik thrre an insurrection 1 Let 

the gates bo dosed, and Hie cohorts man the wails ami 

fortresses. Lay into them! Scatter the crowd." 

"Thrse measures an> quite unnecessary. They are 
falling back of themselves before the guard," remarked 
Hi- tribune Claudius Lysias, a veteran warrior, grown 
grey in military service, who had been quartered in 
Jerusalem for ten years. Then with an -expression of 
undisguised contempt for the evident alarm of the Gov- 
ernor, he added : "Yon know, Sir, if they really do rise 
in revolt, it is onlv what you are wishing Tor." 

"I am perfectly aware of that, Lysias? but not at the 
present moment, when there are three millions in the 
(own, come to keep the Feast, and who would overwhelm 
|U by their superiority of numbers. T am not such an 
ass. At any rate T would have them wait until Oestins 
(Julius arrives with his cohorts. Then perhaps we might 
mike our way out to Gnesarea. But who are they 
briiighiL' us here i \Yh.> is 1lm prisoner!" 

•(pardon me. Procurator," said the Centurion Lucius, 
"for having forgotten to mention our little- adventure in 
, n> haste to deliver my message." He then briefly re- 
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lated the engagement with the bandits, concluding with 
the wowls: "Their leader, whom with tin; assistance of 
my Decurjon I contrived to arrest, asserts tlisit he is the 
notorious Ben Gior;is, on whose head, a price of twenty 

thousand sestertii is set," 

"Ben Gioras!" ejaculated. Gcssims Klonts, anil his 
eyes, glistened, (or be was ulmnly calculating in his 
covetous sonl that a largo ransom would lie offered for 

this prize. "I am right glad, young man, that yon have 

apprehendeil this rogue, ii indeed lie is the man lie pre- 
tends to lie. Hut :is for the twenty Ukcuuaad sestertii, 

which you suppose i-» !«• si-t on his head, you have been 
strangely deceived. Wherever could F gel such a sum!" 

■"The Centurion is not mistaken." interposed Lysaas 
not without a touch of malice. "You yourself set that 
sum on Ben Qloru' head ; it bns been posted np on 
every gate iu Jerusalem for ever such a time." 

"Then my secretary was in error, and Hie Jietor shall 
cnt off his hand for his ciirelessness!" exclaimed Ges- 
sius, casting a sinister glance at the tribune. 

But Lysias was not so easily put out of countenance ; 
he repeated: "Twenty thousand sestertii was iho 
amount. X was present "hen you dictated the notice 
to your scribe." 

"Then 3 nmst have been drinking. Two hundred 

perhaps, or al most 1 WO thousand ! Von must he OODteot 

with llial, Onluriou. What is your namel We will lix 

it at that sum Ihi'ii, I wo thousand sestertii, :iud by the 

divine Nero, (hut is mil an amount to be sneezed at." 

'-My name is Lucius h'lavns. noble Sir," the Cen- 
tnrion replied, ashamed at the greed of the Governor, 
who tried to lie:it him down like an old Jew rag-dealer* 
"I regret to say I hat 1 must insist on receiving the 
whole of the sum promised, as it is my duty to uphold 
the rights of my soldiers, who have an equal claim to 
the money. And if yon refuse to give us what is our 
right, I shall appeal lo (VMius Gallus." 

"Well done, my young friend. A Roman should 
always stand up for his rights," said the tribune r,ysi:is. 
The Governor however east a venomous look at Lucius, 
muttering: "Perhaps you had better go direct to the 
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Emperor 1— Well, well, presently we will settle the 
matter amicably. Her* comes the prisoner. 

|,i the meantime the iron Rates ol too outer town- 
wall bud been closed, to the -real witisfiu-Jion of toe 
Governor, and the ramparts manned with BoldJew- No* 
until thia'wu dan. waa I*n Ufa*. **** £^<S 
to which he had been bound, and led before Fioms 
Two soldiers with drawn swords conducted htm to the 

foot Of the steps. , . . , 

The. man, broad-abonldered, of C igantic statu™, stood 
in an attitude of dpfiauce before lite Procurator, looting 
him in the face with a sinister expression 

-Are vou really the notorious Ben GiorasT lu- 
nuired Floras. "Deny it if you can with truth; it 
would be well both for yon and for me if you we™ to 
assert that you we m- well let us say ins brother- 

"To do that would be no gain either to you ©i to me. 
Kotta me, becan&e you wouM immediately i.ro«**l to 
crucify all the other ticarii, nor to y""'„ ,MM " 1 UI ^ li y - " 

would not have half as hirgc a ransom offered jou lor 

My ^lmp e udent rascal! Ho* can yon dare to »*« P"" 
poaalRtoaltoaun official, a Soman taflmf By M >os 
End the n-Kiune where he reigns you shall be crucified 
and your tortures increased seveotololl 

"Ton cannot have roe crucified either today or 
tomorrow, on account frf tho Passover," Ben Gioraa 
answered' "And by the day after tomorrow you may 
hnvecomo to a bailer mind.'' 

"Away with him! Put him in the safest dungeon I 
And vou, Centurion Lucius, must sec that the rogue is 
kept in Strictest custody. As true «h I stand here not 
a single copper a. shall you have if he escapes from t» 
SpVfi Whit is more, you shall answer for your prisoner 
with vour own head." , , . 

In accordance with tbefie commands, Lucns pat bnn- 
M.U at the head of tho guard, and conducted ben .loraa 
„, ,,„. dunces which were beneath Herod s pahM* 
Numerous and dreary were the vaults which «»*« 
had had constructed oenaathbto royal resu lene o f e 
warders came forward with lighted torches to show the 
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soldicra tlio way. A long flight of Pteps hewn in the 
rook !<'<l down to these vaults. The obtol g-aoh-r unlocked 
nu iron gate, that opened into a snblerunean gallery, at 
the for end of vvlijch, alter passing; several other doors, 
one came to a particularly low door, heavily plated with 
iron, which admitted 4he p:ir(y inln a tolerably roomy 
vim II . BoODd hiind and loot, Mm- hand i I wan chained 
with a double chain to an iron ring, which was fastened 
into the Willi. The unfortniiule man eotild scarcely 
move an inch from the I ■■•:■ | ■ of uliuw which was his 
only reatmg-pl&GO. 

-'Wc-ll .sir, do yon think your bird is safe in this 
cage?" the grey-headed gaoler inquired, willi a grin 
smile. Lindas replied Htat, lie saw no possibility for 
any one to escape, even if the fonr gates through which 
one must paw* to get out into the town, were left- open. 

Tho chief gaoler nodded, then ho said: "And yet 
oiit'O a prisoner (dipped 111 rough my fingers out of this 
very same cell, and though ho was chained up just in 
the same way as this fellow here. Aud on each side of 
him were two armed Noldiers, who never let him ont 
of their sight for a moment) ami two other sentinels 
armedi kept guard at the doors there, And the four 
men on guard were regularly relieved by four others; 
for King Herod Agrippa— it was the lather of the present 
king— had entrusted sixteen men with taeehaxge of the 
prisoner. And yd — WMiild y..u credit such a tiling f — 
although he was Bo strictly guarded, the mam actually 
got away hi tin- night before the day on which he was 
to have Ihh-ii axeanted I" ') 

"You are telling dh a fool's tale, my good man," 
replied the Centurion with an incredulous, smile. 

"You may well say that.!'* the gaoler went on. "It 

happen wi Blmoel pxuetly twenty-two years ago, for it 
was at Easter (im« in the last year of tlie late king's 
reign, who like his father Iwfore him. was eaten alive of 
worms. Bnt. what I tell yon occurred before my eyes, 
as true as I stand here. It was done through the black 
art. You may believe it or not; but all at puce, iu the 

') Acts of the Apostles, cb. 12. 
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middle of the night, a bright light shone in the dungeon; 
the chains fell off from the prisoner's hands and feet, 
the soldiers felt as it were paralysed ; at the command of 
an unseen being the liberated prisoner pat on his gar- 
ments quite leisurely and fastened his sandals on his 
feet; then the iroa gates one after another opened to 
them of their own accord and the man, going by the 
keepers passed out into the street, accompanied by the 
bright light, and he was gone!" 

"Ho doubt yon and the keepers invented this story 
to escape punishment joit must have been well bribed 
by the prisoner's friends," Raid the Centurion, looking 
as incredulous as ever. 

"That is what hiB late Majesty said," the gaoler con- 
tinued, "and it would have gone ill with the guard and 
with mc, if the worms hud not attacked him just at the 
right moment. His son— whom may Ood in His mercy 
preserve from the malady of this royal house— anally 
belie veil me on my oath, ami reinstated mo in my office, 
which I have retained under nH the different governors 
who for some years past have resided in the old king's 

palace." 

" A ml who was the magici an who under your very eyea 
was released out of this vault by preternatural agency!" 

"It was a man named Simon, or Cephas, some called 
him, that means a rock in the Latin tongue. Ho was 
the head of the new sect, founded by one Jesus of Kiusa- 
rcth. I "was a mere lad when the Nazarite was crucified* 
I carried the basket containing the hammer and nails to 
the place of execution. Ha mast have been an arch- 
conjurer for lie healed my father's ear by merely touch- 
ing it with his finger. That man Cephas, who was got 
on! of prison by mapic, had struck off the ear when they 
went to arrest ins master. And with one word he made 
all the soldiers who surrounded him fall flat on the 
ground. But I should never have done, Sir. if 1 were 
to toll you sill the wonders that man worked. And at 
his death what happened! Pitch darkness and an cftrtb,- 
quaVo. I was so terrified that I ran straight off honwl 

Ami when C got there, who should meet me — heltevc it 

or not, as you please— hat my grandfather, who had 
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been dead a long time,, in his shroud, shaking his bony 
fist at me, lor having taken part Id the execution ol thai 
Namrile!" 

"Are not the member* of this now Jewish Beet also 
called ChriHtianst" inquired Lucius, who remembered 
li:i\ in;: heard some sueli people mentioned in Home, as 
the adherents of ■ mad wet, who practised (be most 
revolting ceremonies smJ hail nuide a compact with the 
D0W6H Of hell, The Centurion was a child of his day, 
and naturally Itelicvcd in all Che dark superstitious 

|HNMith«s esirrinl on ill Hint limn in Itorue, principally 
by Egyptian amd Gnahlale astrologers and magicians. 

Therelure when the gaoler continued his surmise that 
the follow.i. s of the Nazarite bore the name of Chris- 
tians, he was strongly incdiued to attribute all he had 
just heard to the influence of magic arts. 

"For the matter of that," ho said to the gaoler, 'who 
meanwhile had locked the iron door behind him and 
lighted him up the steps, "it would scarcely be pleasant 
lor IMC l( this (tan tJiorns should prove (o lie a Christian, 
and by meanN of his black art make good his escape. 
The Procurator made me answerable with my head for 
the rogues safety." 

'•Oh. as far as (hue goes you need have no anxiety. 
Centurion," (he old man assured him. "Not among all 
the Na/.arWes thai have ever come under my earC, WaS 
then' u single highwayman, assassin or Ihiof. In fact 
no other crime has been lanl U> their charge than lhat 
they believe thai, Ihe onn who was crucified rose again 
from the dead, and thai of a truth is worse than any- 
thing wicked, it i« so utterly stupid." 

'•Well lli. -a, my good man, look sharp after this 

rascal, and mind he does, nod give us the slip," Lucius 
said, as In- moved off. afler si ipping :i piece of gold into 
the chief gaoler's hand. "What is your unmet " 

"Meleeh, Sir. at your service, or Malelms, as the 
Romans call inc. I have the same name as my fal her, 
whose car, as I tuld y*m, Cephas cut off. I can tell you 
who will give you all the details of the occurrence, iiyon 
care to look him up. He is doorkeeper to one Kicanor, 
at King David's house yonder; that is to say ho is a 
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pensioner on his charity, fur the poor mini can hardly 
use his legs now. — Bui. what ilo I stir! liie. Qeatarion 
has given mo a gold denarl Here, young Sir, a word 

more, If yon please. I should be sorry II you came to 
any barm about this prisoner. It la quite possible that 

he may have disapiiearcd before tu-inorroW, provided 
someone presents the Governor With ;i viy heavy sold 
key. I Just mention the chance to yon, that you nuay 
be on the apot— but do not betray uie. Too Governor 

often makes lucrative arrangements of the sort. His 

predecessors in office did just the same, Albinus emp- 
tied the prisons when he hail to give place to Florus; 
he permitted the "relatives of the ei-imiiitiU to redeem 
them for money; those mho could not pay him well 
were beheaded or orndfiedU) That is what they all do, 
even Fcsius was oo exception.' 1 

Lucira ilianked th-- grey-haired old man tor tiie hint, 
and went in no very rhcrrlul Male of miii'l towards UM 
cloisters which Borroanded the palace mi tee garden-side. 
Ho was disgusted to liml I hat the highest Roman officials 
with whom he was here brought again inln close contact, 
were open to bribery. lie was almost ashamed Of being 
a Koinsni. 

He was joined by the tribune Claudius Lysias. and 
to this officer, who was considentbla/MB senior in years, 
he spoke q nite openly about the scandalous traffic carried 
on by the legates and governors. Lysias fully* agreed 
with "him. but warned him to keep his opinions, how- 
ever just they were, bo liimsell. 

"TEie Procurator does not seem to like you too well, 
as you have doubtless already remarked. And if lie 
heard you speak as yon did just now. he would be 
certain, to xevenge himself on yon," said Lysias, draw- 
ing the Centurion into the garden. 

"What do I care about the favour or disfavour of 
lliis upstart from Asia Minor!" replied Lucius with a 

contemptuous shrug of his shoulders. "I am not a Jew, 
but a Itoinaa knight, the Hon of a highly respected 
Senator and Officer under Oestina Callus, to whom no 
Procurator of Judea can lay dow u the law." 



') C(. Jowpliua, Ware of the Jews IT. 14. 1. 
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"That ih all very true. But Hi rough his wife, this 
roan to more influential at the Coart than Callus Gal his. 
There is no donbt that Floras exploits thiH province 
most shamelessly. Marcus Tiilliu-s could write just as 
highly-spie^d a book about him as about Verres, only 
Flo i us cannot spoil the images Of the gods here, because 
the Jots have none. Bat the Emperor ami the Benate 
« ink :il Biicli proceedings, bo long as he leaves thfin tin- 
lion's stare •>( the plunder. I do nut believe that the 

Legate will husttiata a fwrlona Investigation bubo the 

nuiiiirt'r in whicli the fJoveruor bus ruled the province." 

"The only thing is, it is* said thai he i« driving the 
Jews to desperation, and in ooneoquenee of bis reckless 

t;i»v<*rliiiiciit a general uprising tif the people is iiniiiineiit. 

Aud that certainly would In- unwelcome to the Bmperor] 

Oor legions have already enough to do iu the West, in 
the newly-eowiuered British isles, in tlie Rhine-land, If 
war broke out in the East, and the Asiatic nations, and 
the wandering tribes of the desert allied themselvee with 

these stifl-necked Jews, ours would lie an evil case." 

-Them would ln» much bloodshed, »nd thin city with 

Eta temple would Ikm-ohh- a lit-ap of ruins, hut the Roman 

Ragle would triumph yet*" answered the Tribune. 

"And perhaps GesSiUB Klorus is not so far wrong, if he 
l ries to In ing about mh-Ii a catastrophe. No doubt he 

only thinks of. escaping the Inquiry which he greatly 
dreads. But in ibis bnatanoo the Roman Bmplre goes 
iiaini in haadvlUi hie private IntereetB. The Jewish 

nation with its own peculiar areed will never be ninal- 
[iaiiniii'i! wil It (lie Itoinnii Slide. It must therefore cease 

to exist as a nation." 

"Thad seems strange," replied tlieOenturioii. "Rome 
has recognised nil other religions and other divinities, 
and built, temples and ullurs for strange gods. Only 
towards this unseen (lod of the Jews docH it assume a 
hostile position." 

"Because their Deity tolerates no other beside Him- 
self. Jnpiter and Juno may l>e somewhat jealous ot 
iKissmd Osiris, of Baal and Ashirle. of Thorand Freya, 
but they put up with them as inferior deities. But this 
God of the Jews will Ik* God alone: there must be no 
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other gods beside Him; all else are false and lying- 
divinities." 

"This God of the Jews will fevl Jupiter's power some 
day," exclaimed the Centurion. "Ami this accursed 
sect of Christians, of which I have heard repeatedly of 
hale, do t-hey worship this same jealous Ood t" 

His companion replies 1 in the affirmative, adding after 
a moment's silence: "You cull tlieni accursed, probably 
because you credit the accusation brought again at Ihoiu 
by Nero, of Laving originated the contlagrntioD which 
destroyed a great (inrt of Home a year ago!'' 

"No, we all know the Emperor did that himself, to 
have a pretext for rebuilding; the city oa a grander scale 
according to liisown tasl*\ It is nn open secret in Rome. 
It was only to deceive the populace that he put the 
blame on the Christians. A ltd how barbarously lie acted 

towards them! Hundreds of (hem viv liutnl as liiing 
torches in tlic Agrippine Garden.y 4111 Hie \':M ii*an Hill. 
It makes nie sfandaev io think of It, Yel they deserved 

it liecause (if (lie abominable mysteries and infernal 
magical nrls they practise, a-s sonic of (lie Ix'Sl informed 

men in Rome tell me. 1 ' 

"Yes, the most incredible reports are spread About 
tliem. Hut when were our haruspices, or tlio Priests of 
Isis, blamed forllieir practiccst I do not In-lteve that the 
Christians with their mysteries have any such shameful 
performances. A few years itgo I umdo f he acquaintance 
of one of the chiefs; of thin sect, one Saul, or Paul, n 
Roman odttsen from Tarsus in Cilicin. I was the mean a 
of saving his life ; for he would have been torn lo pieces 
by the Jews in tlie temple over there, if I had not oome 
down from the, Antonia with the soldiers to rescue him. 
lie was a small, insignificant looking man. but sucb 
eyes as he had! And his eloquence! The, words Howed 

from his lips, like a stream: every thins he said had an 
irresistible, power, find evidently bore the, slaiup of the 
most heartfelt conviction. I sent him trader a Strong 
i-icoii, for his adversaries had bounrl themselves bj BUI 
oath to kill him, to Ocsarea, to Felix the Covernor. 
And then I beard him in the presence of Felix and of 

bis wife Drusilla, apeak of God, of Ul« immortality of 
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the soul, of the judgment to come, ;is [ never in all my 
life heard any wiiti speak. Mot only Dmnillu, l>at the 
cynical Felix himself, trembled and wore terrified at the 
truths proclaimed In their ears, fur I :issttW von. the 
little man did not hesitate i»> Bpeak «.ut boldly, and call 
the relationship between Felix and Drusilla by il-s right 
name. I^aitrr on I was present when be pleaded his 
cause so eloquently before Foetus the Governor, Eltng 
Agrippaand his sister Berenice, iliai i lieKIng exclaimed: 
"In ;» liiiii* ri> on persuadust me i<> become a Christian." 
i uns.-if «as ih.-n hail ioelinod toerabraae the Christian 
lajih. a creed thai could Inspire iis adherents with 
such courage as feat man Paul poawssed, and which I 
could not help admiring, would not be unworthy ol a 
Roman soldier's Itclii-f, and certainly superior "to (lie 
cultus of Jupiter and — " 

'•Stop, stop, remember that, to Jupiter we owe the 
triumph of our eagles ami our world -wide dominion I If 
we are to remain friends, you must not say a derogatory 
word of him. I know quite well what you Tare going 
to say : he bas his vices, -or at any rate our poets have 
thought proper l>i uKrihiite llicm to liim. Bol in Unit 
ho only shows himself to boa trne Roman; we are no 
saints ourselves. Bo tar as I go leave Jupiter Oepifcoli- 
uiim alone, to hurl ins thunderbolts as he pleases. — 
Lis! what is thai :" 

Both thoofuoerfl locked En the direction of Uie temple, 
which (n the light of the setting sun, was. a eonspieuous 
object, aeon above the Oat roots ••( the torn, A cloud 
of smoke, rising from tin* altar .if incense, hung; about 

ite gloaming wallfi, a ml at tlmt moment a pale-bine 
cloud, mounting high above tin- golden roof, diffused a 
delightful perfume over the Thole city, while the solemn 

blast Of )iiini|Mis repeated nine times, proclaimed the 

hour of the evening sacrifice, and the approach of the 
great Feast ol tho Passover. 

"What U the meaning or that I" the OentarioB asked 

his c-< i in i>:j rijcui. 

"The High-Priest is now laying the offering, of In- 
cense on the altar in Hie Holy Place, pounds of Hie 

choicest incense from the far Bast. And while the 
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fra^raut smoke ascends to Heaven symbolizing (.ho sup- 
plications of Ilie people, thousands ami tlious&nils of 
voices chant psalms. Mid the vorship|>ertt join in prayer 
wiili tin- Priests, it mast l»> iwknowledgedl that Gbia 
sounds more devotions! than i lie hoarse roar of the hull 
that our Flauieu iiniuolatew in honour of Jupiter Capi- 
toliiius — do you not think so 1 

"You are half a Jew yourself; Tribune! Hut what 
are the martial slrnius that mingle SO triumphantly With 
the sacred chauttf ami trumpets of the templet Aha, 
it is the familiar sound of our own military baud! The 
Legato is entering Jerusalem with his cohorts. Couic, 
let us hasten to meet ami salute him." 



CHAPTER 8. 
The House where fllary dwelt. 

Kiisrliins' two nieces, Martha and Miriam, nr Mary, 
livc-l with I'arinemm their father in I'ella in I In* country 
cast of the Jordan ; I hey liitil mine wilh him for the first 
time 1)0 iliTiisiili'iii, in unlet In worship in I In; lnnipl« 
mid assist at the PfttOhSd ceremonies. Their f;ithi*r hud 

lutt iiif-tii in hi* cider brother's house in BeQuuila, l»lh 

bocauso the two girls would I* much mom comfortable 
there than in the city, over-crowded as it Ihen was with 
t*t rangers, and also because his own time would Iks 
taken up by transactions of an important nature with 
Hie venerable bishop Simeon. 

Of course on the very first day the two sinter* had 
Ijeen taken to hoc Hut leuiphp. litit as they were fervent 

Christians, they desired most of all to visit the holy 

places which the ttedeemer hallowed in the course of 
Mis sacred 1'assion, and lor this expedition Good Friday 
bad I n chosen, as being the moat suitable day. En- 

Bebina did not think Unit it was nc.'ssary U* giro up 
this project on necounl of the Itahhi Sadoo. 

"I ctmui'i do ftnythliig for tin- wounded man ni pros." 

onl,'* he said to SaJoiue. ''His daughter COB jgrTO him 
the oooUng potion, wh.n the liour-ghisK has run out, 
and yotl can render her any assistance she may need. 
I hope to be bsusk before night*. I shall leave Martha 
and Miriam at Seraphim's (muse: from there it will be 
quite easy for tlicni to attend the services al night and 
in the early morning, and to receive the Holy Mysteries, 
if our venerable bishop deems tliem worthy Of thai 
privilogfi. I should be glad enough to do the same 3 

But my prenenee is reipjircd hero on account ot the sick 
KaMit and his daughter, and we Ituow thai in ftod'H 

flight charity to our neighbour is no less acceptable than 
participation in the MoLj Sacrifice. 1 ' 

(-12) 
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li chins visited his patient once more, then ho left 
hli quiet home at Bethania without any anxiety, taking 
I ln< two maidens with him. 

All three followed the way of our Lord's Passion 
f i Mm (he Garden or Gethsemaue to tlie Pretorium in a 
Mphit of pious recollection. Eusebius pointed out the 
l>i nicjpiil places of interest, to bin nieces, adding ft ftw 
.sentences of devout appreciation of the charity of the 
suffering Saviour. The Pretorium was OS the north 
side of the Ant-onia fortress, and was garrisoned by the 
Noldicry. 

"I Blood leaning against that pillar yonder," Kuse- 
hins said in an undertone to the girls. "The High- 
I'ricsts stood out there; from the stone gallery above 
I lit- Governor argued with (hem, and more than once 
declared our Lord to be innocent of t !■•■ charges brought 
against Him. He, the* Lainb of (Jed, \» n.s repfutedly 
dragged up and down that ilijrht of steps. Over there 
is the pillar at which tie was scourged so mercilessly 
Tor our Bjnj — I fancy I slid hear thy sound of the rods, 
and the low mouniugoF the sufferer! Then they led Hint 
into the inner court you see there ; the soldiers were all 
assembled there, the uproar and roars, of rude laughter 
were heard over here. Presently tliey brought Him 
out crowned with thorns, and arrayed in an old military 
cloak, they meanwhile shouting: Hail, King of the 
jewal I lis appearance was so heart-rending that Pilate, 
the stern Roman, thought if ho showed him in that con- 
dition to Itie multitude, they would lie moved to com- 
passion. He di'I ko, and we all cried — alas! f too 
joined in that fatal cry — Away with Him I Crucify Hiinl 
His blond l>e on us and our children I" 

"O Uncle, He has forgiven you that loug ago," said 
Miriam soothingly. 

"Yew, ehild, our Lord is mereilul, and has taken 
away the guilt of our sins. That does not however 
prevent us from remembering Ihat we commuted Iln-iii, 
and we ought to bewail thorn. But we must not tarry 
any longer here. I see we have already attracted the 
notice of some Pharisees." 

In fact a group of men, who were tying on their 
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phylacteries at an opposite corner of the street, had 
observed the old man ami the two women, and they 
now raised theory: "\a/;nji«s! Mourning for the loss 
of the boloved ejiriwnter's soul lSring them before the 
Council! Stone thflml" 

Edttle is needed, especially in the festival time, to 

an.it-M- Mm- JmiilliciMll of till"! Jewish |»'|Hllan\ 1 1||- 

mediately a crowd formed ami rushed upon ttusebins 
and his nioci's with menacing shouts, Touj wore coup 
pelled toiiy tor shelter Into the court of ■ I > « r Pretorium, 
11 n*i Grape tiii- protection of the Roman guard. 

lint there they seemed likely to fare worso than 
when exposed to the blows ami insults «>f the mob. The 

roti^li Soldiers dra^-d tli''in hilo Hit- interior of the 

guardhouse, polled the girls' veils from their faces and 
indulged >» i*ll maimer of coarse jokes. 

With tears in ln-r eyes Marlliu was struggling to tfet 
free from tlio arm of a soldier who laid hold of her by 
Ibe waist, when as if sent by Heaven, Martins the 
deeurion made bis appearance in (he goardroom. Ho 
recognized BhueM.ua stftglanoe, and exclaimed; "Hullo, 
comrades, what is going on here *■ Stop that, if you 

please! Thai is a man toboreBpci-letl ; as sure as I am 

a deeurion of the twelfth legion, whoever offers any 

insult to him or bis children will liavi> a little business 
to settle wiili nil-!" 

The bearded soldiers from the Sabine mountains' 
would fain have pufdiod their Jokes a little rarther, hut 

regard for the |jrey-lie;ii|i.i| dflflUrlon, whose CO-Orngti WAS 
well known, bold tlieni l>a»-k. Martins conducted his 
fvienos tbroDgh sevoral colonnades ami across various 

courts till iiu-y ca to one <•( the gates of the Antonia 

and through thai obtained access to the outer court of 
the temple. There be parted from them, alter as king 
kindly after the wounded Rabbi and his beautiful 
daughter. "I would araompaoy yon further," lit? said. 

"only 1 ilo OOt waul l<> jr«-l into trouble wilh tin* gmtrd 

of the teinpln a seflOad I ime today. Farewell, and greet 
those at home from me! " 

Enscbnis mxl bis nicees called flown the richest 
blessings of Heaven on .MartiuN for his timely sueeour. 
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Thov then nought lo make their way through the crowds 
•if pilgrims to the bridge leading lo the Upper City. Be- 
lon- tlit: gates of the inner temple, standing in long rows, 
thousand)) oi fathers of families might be seen, eaeh hold- 
ing the Paschal lamb in his arms, waiting his turn to 
Bomc u|> to the marble table whereon the little animal, 
carefully cleansed and without blemish., was to I>b slain. 
"Ho shall l>e le* I as n lamb to the slaughter, and he shall 
not open His mouth," Miriam whispered to her sister. 
Hundreds of Priests in white vestments handed the 
blood of the victims, in golden or silver bowls, passing 

I In-ill on from one to tho other, up to the altar of sacri- 
fice, where it was poured out. "Streams of blood, 
which would have no power to wash away one single 
Hin, but for the sacrifice of the true Paschal Lamb," 
naid KiiKcbius iti a low lone. 

lie did not pas* by the Kast gate, which on account 
of ilfi magnificent folding galrs of t'uriiilhiuii blODN ^.i* 

culled tlie Corinthian, or the Boa ul if id <*ale, wilhoiit 

entering for a while with his oleosa in Che outer Court of 

the Women, in order to offer special worship to God 
look ing towards the Holy of Holies. For even after the 
death of Christ, sis long as the temple remained standing, 
* !od was in a special manner present in the house dedi- 
cated to Hia service. We read that Peter and John 

Vent up thither to pray, after our Lord's A scension, and 
ii was thorn that they healed the man lame from his 
birth. Panl also went up to the temple to worship, 
whenever ho was in Jerusalem, and it is said that James, 
the first bffihop of Jerusalem, was almost constantly in 
the temple at prayer, and it was there that ho was mar- 
tyred. The two sisters passed in devout silence through 
I he lofty bronze gates which were fifty cubita — over 
eighty- three feet — in height, anil looked reverent ly 

towards tho veil of the sanctuary, which in its brilliant 

mid varied colours was discernible Ihrougli the interven- 
ing portals of the Court of the Men and the holy place, 
over the sea of beads for me<E by tho thousands of worship- 
pers.. In the onter Court of the Priests the fire upon the 
principal altar of sacrifice burnt high; tho sisters could 
not nee it from Iho spot where they were standing, but 
tin- llutues were reflected in the rich gilding of Avails and 
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pillars, which they lit up with a erimson plow, while a 
thick column of smoke rose high above the roof, firing 
to the winds the odourB arising from the burning fat of 
the sacrificial victims, 

AVIkii ill length they quitted the temple, and hud got 
as f;n- its 11u> bridge, they inruliitilurily turned bo look 
onoe more at the supes-b structure l>ehind Ihi'in. In a 
low VOlee Martha risked her Onoto whi'thei :ill Iliad 
splendour would really In- destroyed. 

"Klernul Tnilli has declared that not one stone will 
be li'ft npon another," waa the reply. 

"And do yon think," Hliiam Inquired, "that iv tem- 
ple will ever be built in honour of the Lamb that was 
slain, which can compare with this onet" 

"When ouoo the holy Truth of Christ has conquered 

the world, not one, but thousands and thousands of 
temples will bo raised, and many of them will lx> more 
beautiful even than Solomon's temple, 1 ' Eusebius said 
as they went onwards. "And even now 1 prefer our 
poor little chapel on Mount Sion, for in it we have that 
in truth and reality whereof only the type and fore- 
Bhadow Is found on Mount. Moria. Cun it he supposed 
that the fumes arising from Qkose sacrifices of flesh and 
blood "-"I eoiupeie with the pure, fragrant, unbloody 
oblation of the New Covenant T" 

lii spile of I he alarm OOOaaionad by the occurrences 
in the I'l.tDiiiini. I In- t wo girls entreated their iini-le to 

accompany Ihflffl to the ulher goenOB Ol Ihe [Saviour's 
Passion. Euseblna however judged it more prudent tint 
b> expose them a weuud time to an outburst of rage on 
the part of the fanatical .lews, "The fury of these poor 
blinded creatures against everything christian appears 
to me to wax greater year by year," lie said. "May It 
please God to U-inl their stubborn will at last '." 

Accordingly he conducted his charges to the house 
where Seraphia (Veronica) lived] rat.hcr a small build- 
ing; standing in a garden shut in by a high wall, near 
tho western portion of the city-wall. This simple dwel- 
ling had been hallowed by the presfinee of Mary, the 
immaculate Mother of our bord ; it having? Iieen her 
abode during llie bust few years of her life, after she left 
her home in the neighbourhood of Kphesus, prompted 
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i.\ Hi*- loving desire to revisit once more the spot where 
her divine Son had suffered and died upon the cross. 
It was now the property of the Christian coniinnnity in 
.I«riisiUem, ami the aged Seraph ia was there as care- 
taker. Paulina, the sister of St. Paul lived I here with 
h«'i', besides one or two other pious women who sought, 
after i he example of the Mother of Cod, to dedicate their 
life to ihe service of God by prayer and contemplation. 

Thither Eusebius took his two nieces. 

"How pleasant the little bouse looks with all the 
(lowers standing in the shade of the old fig-tree," 
Marina exclaimed. "And look, there is a whole erowd 
of snow-white doves fluttering aronnd the roof. They 
spread out their tails like part of a wheel! I never saw 

BUGb licautifnl doves l>eforc!" 

"Those doves belonged to the Mother of our Lord," 
Buseblos said. "Sim used io take dare of them, and 
ii«-d them with her own hands. They are so tarns that 

they are in the habit of peeking the grains of com out of 
; ■ upliia's and Paulina's hands. I once heard it said 
Hi; it on r Blessed Lady told Paulina that the doves woidd 
uiii> day save the lives of the inhabitants of that house." 

"Dear little things! But how were they to do that? 
Bee, lihode has come to open the garden gate for us," 
said Miriam. 

Rhode was the damsel mentioned In the Acts, of the 
Apostles (ch. 12, 13.) who opened the door to St. Peter, 
after his miraculous deliverance from prison, (ireat 
was her delight when Eusebius told her who the two 
girls were. "Couie in quickly," she cried. "Paul's 
sister and Salome and Pet-ronella and Anna and at least 
;i dozen others have come to venerate the Holy Fare, 
an. I afterwards to go from hero to theCenaele, as Boon 
as it is dark, and the Jews are eating the Passover in 
their own houses.' 1 ' 

The women who were assembled in the house received 
ih« two sisters moat cordially. Little was said, and 
that in a tow tone. Seraph in, now venerable with age, 
siil in an arm-chair, her wrinkled hands devoutly folded 
iu her lap. Time had graven many a line about her 
month and on her forehead, but her oye.s hftd not lost 
their beauty, and her touuteuituco wore a gentle, kindly 
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expression. She greeted the two maidens with a qniet 
smile, »nd laid her finger on her lips, BS Martha, in a 
childish way, was going to let her tonjpM loose. 

"\Y r e do not talk much today, my child," the old 
lady wlilappretl, "look at the Image oJ onx I-ord, and if 
you are silent, you will hear it speak lo you worda ol 
celestial love ami mercy." 

Thereupon she pointed lo the veil which was hung 

upon the opposite wall, anfl wfcioh to a woBaroojay 
vivid manner presented lo view tin- countenance of the 
suffering Saviour. The night was one uliimsl. appalling 
in [to truthfulness, and yet touching Id Its tender sad- 
ness, tin' forehead crowned with thorns, on each side of 
which Die hair bung tangled ami clotted With blood and 
sweat, the brow contracted wilh pain, the weary eyes, 

half-bidden nv Hie swollen, heavy lids, yet beaming still 
with unspeakable charity, the pale ami sunken checks, 
down which the Wood slowly trickled, the livid lips, 
purled in mute complaint, 1be beard saturated with 
great drops ol blood; what a picture did this present 

of IOT€ and ngom '. 

The two girls knell down piously beside the women, 
and gawd at the roirecnlous portrait At tbeir request 

Veronica related, :i-s sliohad so often done-ls-fore, the ac- 

count o! her mooting with tfaeBaWoorbeaTingHiscross. 
-■ Lias!" she said, speaking almost under lier breath, 
and keping bereyeft fixed upon tin- miraculous portrait, 
"it I lived to be a thousand years old, 1 should still see 
mv Lord :-.- 'ividlv heforu my mind'H eye, as when He 

vouchsafed hi imprint His likeness upon my poor veil. 

Well, l was standing in my room one day in our old 
bouse not Ear from (be Gate of Judgment, when my 
husband came in. bringing the dreadful tidings that 
Jesus, thfl prophet ol HazareOi, had been sentenced to 

death. I began to weep and lament, and be bade me be 
Silent, for was it likely that I was wiser than our High- 
Priests and Ancienls. Then 1 heard the noise 10 the 
streets, and the bla>t of trumpets, US they led Him to 
execution, amid the howls and curses of I be mob. \V hen 
I caught sight of Him staggering under the weight ot 
the cross, I could contain myself no longer. I bade my 
servant bring the pitcher of wine which 1 bad already 
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prepared for tlie Passover, anil I hastened out to meet 
Him- What a pitiable object He was! I wished to 
refresh Him with a draught off nine, !>ut the brutal ex- 
eeutionera pnslied my servant aside so roughly that half 
of the, iriDQ ITU spilt* BOd the remainder they themselves 
drank. Thus I had no means left of alleviating His 
sufferings. Weeping bitterly I threw myself oil my 
knees before Him, and when I saw His countenance, 
disfigured by blood ami sweat, I plucked niy veil from 
my head and offered it to Hiin, that He might have the 
Blight comfort at least of wiping His face. The Lord 
looked at me with an expression of saeh loving kindness 
in His bloodshot eyes, that a ray of sunshine seemed to 
fall upon my soul. Willi a slight Bmlle He took the 
proffered cloth and pressed it to Hia countenance with 
Hi* left hand, whilst with the right hand He Steadied 
the heavy burden of the cross; then with a word of 
thanks lie gave it- back In me. But the Hfgh-Priefltfl 
and their minions drove Him onward with Mows :md 

reproaches, and they even sp:ii :ii in*- and struck me. 
I hardly know how I got buck to my own chamber! 
When I was somewhat more composed and had dried 
my tears, I spread out my veil ou the table, intending 
lolold it up, when 1 perceived the miracle the Lord in 
His mercy had worked In console me and Mis brethren. 
At first I could not believe my eyes, aud thought my 
excited imagination was playing me false. On hearing 
my exclamation of astonishment my husband and the 
ut'ber inmates of the house came in, and confirmed the 
fact of the miracle by their testimony. We all fell on 
our knees and prayed to God and His Holy Son, whose 
power and loving kindness are alike infinite. — Slice that 
time this miraculous portraiture is my greatest, my only 
treasure. When I die, I shall bequeath it to our Chris- 
tian community to proclaim to all ageH the love nnd 
compassion ol the Hedeemer." 

Much was Ihenurrulivn the old lady related in a soft, 
■weet voice; and when it was ended hot tears wen? run- 
ning down her wrinkled cheeks. The women present 
kissed the hem of the veil with reverent fervour, and 
Martha and Mary did not fall to imitate them in this 
*el. of devotion. 
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fn the Cenacle. 

Meanwhile Euschius had (jono U» the lions*' hi which 
was the upper room where the l-;i*i Supper was hold, 
in all Jerusalem there was no Chamber more sacre-l to 

(In' i-arly ('liristiiins, none iiioit deeply venerated by 
them Ih»n this, for il was there (hat Ghriat inslitnted 
the BaorlAee "f ihe New Dispensation, that lie appeared 
bo the Apoetict) In tAe evening of thedu of IliNicmir- 
rvrtion, that Ha endowed ih<-ii) with the iiiflH of (he 
Holy Spirit on the Day of Feuteoost. Thus hallowed, 
it bw-anio the first and most venerable of the churches 
of Christendom. 

TheCeuaole, port of which remains lo this day, is sit- 
uateil upon Mount Sum, not far from the little house 
where our Messed 1-ady dwelt, It forms part of an an- 
cient, substantia] baUdlng, Bald hi have belonged orig- 
inally to King David'u pal nee. standing in a spacious 
courtyard and enclosed l>y a wall of solid masonry. On 
fcheaasl side a largo BUWkefc-plaOB, which at (he time of 
which «•• speak was filled with pilgrims who had set np 
in il tente and other light abettors, joined this secluded 
building. iCusehins experienced some difficulty in mak- 
ing his way I h rough I he crowds fo the gate of the 

Goartyard. If was opened to him by Huhhas the porter, 

win » lin.* asi-.ilaiiic<l by means of a sliding shutter that 
on*' of Hie In -el In i'ii was without. 

En a deep-pitched voice, but not unkindly manner, 
Sabbas, a (all, stalwart man, refused admittance to some 
uniiiviled strangers, who tried to enter with Kusebius. 

"These people get more and more intrusive," he 
said, when I he g;de \v;i.s again closed and locked. "I 
shall have to ask a Few of my jraniors among the breth- 
ren, sturdy young fellows, to take my place tonight, if 
we an; to make pure: of not being interrupted during the 
service. Malchus, good old man, has for some time 
been quite unfit for the post of doorkeeper." 

(100) 
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"Well, he has filled it till now, Sabbat*, and (here 
ni-viT wart any disturbance. The Lord will reward him 
tor his faithful service," Buaebfttt answered, "Where 
ti he nowl" 

"In his little chamber by the deacons' gate." 
Tliither Eusebius accordingly repaired and found the 
Old man quite well and in good spirits. "[ am alt 
light," he said, "if I am not obliged to wall: at all. I 
have almost entirely lost my flight, and can only recog- 
nize you, Eusebius, by your voice, so I am good for 
nol.hiiig. Only I can hear perfectly, as wtdl as in my 
youth, with the ear whieh our Lord healed, so I can call 
SabbM il he does not hear a fcnoek. I pray God that it 
may please FCim to take me soon, and give me employ- 
ment at the door of Heaven." 

"F am glad to find you so cheerful at eighty years of 
age! la Nicanor at. home f" 

"tVihuuly lie is, V'ou will find him in big rooma." 
The little house, a kind of lean-to, built, on to Hie 

trail ol enclosure close I*) the gate, formerly inhabited 
by the porter and some of the servants, was now made 
u-Jeof by the DeAeonri alld Acolytes of Bishop Kimeon, 
on the days when the comninnity assembh'd, for the 
purpose of giving audience to suppliants. For since in 
Mm early days of Christianity the Christians of Jerusalem 
IumI all their property in common, the deacons who were 
entrusted with the administration of it. and had to ap- 
portion to each family its share, were obliged to listen to 
many an application and see to a great deal of business. 

As usual, a good numlter of brethren were waiting 
round Nicanor* s door for an audience. Hut they gave 
way to Eusehius, who was highly thought of, both oil ac- 
count of his personal qualities and as being the steward 
oE one of the largest estates of the community. BoflebluS 
thanked them, and passing on. entered Nicanor's room. 

The Deacon, a vivacious little man with kind, saga- 
cious eyes, sprang from his seat as soon as he Maw the 
steward of the property in Bethaala, exclaiming: "Is it 
you, Eusebinst Have you brought me some money t If 
v<m have, it will come in most opportunely. I am 
always glad of it. we have so many poor, and the limes 
are so bad! Well, well, 'to the poor the Gospel is, 
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preached.' Wait a moment, we always keep to the 
alphabetical order." Then turning to a stand lie read 
the dockets; Alnpli, Both; "Hero is what. we. witnt; 
Bethnnia, the gift of Lazarus anil his slaters." While 
ho wan engaged in biking out 1 lio roll of papyrus Unit ho 
wauled, K nsel >i as managed at last to i»m in i word. 

"Kxcuse me, worthy Nicaiior, I did not conn- today 

to bring yon caoney, but if any «>f our brethren are in 
need of relief, I can at any time place at your disposal 
two or three hundred shekels. My object was to ask 
your wise counsel In regard to soiuetldng else." 

"Yon ran alums ro and me, if 1 can be ol any 

service to you," Sicanor replied, inviting KnaobioH to 
take a -seat beside him. He t hen listened attentively to 

(he whole eirciiiuslanlial m -count whirli the steward gave 
him of tho events of the preceding night] and tlio trust 
reposed in him by the wounded man who was his guest. 

"Now what ought I I«» dot" Kusebius asked whim 
he had ended his nnrralive. "Shall 1 wait inilil Hie 
Rabbi either dies or is so far recovered as to be pro- 
nounced oui ol danger 1 Or would you have me sit once 
inform Bleazar or Ida uncle that he is lying sick under 
my rool) and hand over to ibem the property entniHted 
to my safekeeping!" 

"Bui surely you have nol go! the two hags wilh yon, 
ESnsebiasI" Nioauor Inquirou. 

"Xo, (hey* an- .safely stored away in Ibe cellar at 
Bel nun ia, yon kumv (he plum My wife knows nothing 
of it. I did not think it would 1-e prudent to earry 
about anything so valuable on my person, on n day 
when the streets an bo crowded as tliey are now." 

"Yon did qnlbe rigid to leave the money behind yon. 
But why did jon ii"t let Hteuar or BgeQhlas know ihe 

first thing this morning *»f the neeidenl thai licfeJl Kabbi 

Sadool" 

"Yon are well aware that Kleazar, and si ill more hia 
father, are not in good repute. 1 thought il would l>e 
hardly right to take any part in helping such men as 
they ore to gain possession of the Rabbi's daughter *~ 
she seems to me to !*• a very nice girl — and such a vast 
sum of money. Then on the other hand, I cannot vent- 
ure at present to enlighten my patient as to the real 
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••liarnetorof Caiaphas' son and grandson, because any 
ji i> ii:i tioib or excitement would be very bad, lor him, 
\\ lial bad I better do!" 

"Yea, you are quite right. A minus must not get 
I Intl. money into his possession, if we can prevent it by 
,lh\ fair nutans. I know what use he would make of it, 
it, I U :ist J have strong suspicious. Ho would kindle a 
tin' will) it which would put all Jerusalem in a blaze. 
Thru there is the girl. — His son would maltreat her, jnst 
km lie maltreats his wife Rachel. No, no, the marriage 

■ hum not b^ permitted; besides it would be wrongful, 
SM6B the Lord Jesus reestablished the original sanctity 

■ •I marriage, and declared a plurality of. wives to he 
unlawful. We must open Thamar's eyes as to what 
would lie her rate, were she to place herself in that 

man's power." 

'-The question is will she believe usl Moreover a 
Jewish raaulen eannol well run cannier to her father's 
will, as the disposal of her hand rflflta with him." 

■•Supposing that tin- father died, who would have 
rights over lierl" 

"Probably Ewvhtaw, Kleozar's uncle, as beiug her 
nearest ol km." Kusebius answered. 

"K7*chias is nut such a bail man. But of course lie 
would have the credit of the family at heart. Ananas is 
deeply in debt, there are bunds of his to a large amoant 
in the Xistus. However I think we should (hid the 
man manageable; I will make inquiries, tin noon as the 
festival is over. But \vh;it if the Captain got wind of 
the matter before then? I (ear, my dear friend, you 
would find yourself involved in a tieklish affair. He 
would betake himself with a body of his men to Itethania, 
Bud curry ftfi the bride ami her dowry by tore*." 

The steward looked somewhat aghast. "At any rate 
we are safe against him until after the Feast," he replied. 
"And after that, if he attempts violence, we might per- 
haps appeal to the (iovernor for protection." 

"Appeal to Gessina Floras I What am you thinking 
of! Yon might as well call the tiger to defend you from 
me wolf. I can only hope that Eleazar has nob heard 
anything of it this afternoon, or he will be now already 
halfway to Bethania with his mercenaries." 
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"I saw him just now in the Court ol the Temple." 
"Then tln-re is nothing to lie loured until tomorrow 
evening at any rate," Nicanor replied. "In a few 
minutes. 1 time the trumpets Till sound the l«'i;inningof 
the Hablxath, and he is surely far too strict i\ Pharisee to 
lie capable of violating it so egregioiiKly. Perhaps 
before tomorrow evoninn the sick man will foo so much 
better as to nllow of your acquainting lit in with Kleazar's 

real character and circumstances. If otherwise*, should 
his daughter resolvti to escape l>y [light from tin: unjust 
power of her relatives, we might perohanoe timl a refuge 
for her. Yet I should l>r reluctant to do thai; it might 

be thought thai wc had an eye to her marriage portion, 
ami we must lie careful to l>e in good rcpulr amongst 
men. Well then, my frienil, go now into the sumtimry 
and prepare yourself for the great festival with a tran- 
quil mind. Cast your cares upon [he Lord; He will 
direct all things so that this work of charity may bring 
yon a spiritual hless-ing. Ills peace bo wltti you." 

It was with a feeling of relief that Ensebius crossed 
the spacious courtyard and reentered the Ceuacle. It 
was a large, solid building, oblong in t*hape> A colon - 
Dado of pillars of no great height ran along each of the 
longer sides, and a Might of steps led up to the three 
entrances which were in the nearest end. ICusebius, on 
entering (he vestibule, met the vencmbh' biHhopSimeoii, 
cond acted try two brothers Bnfosond Alexander, lie 

\V:m a soli of ClcOplms, who was hndher to the foster- 
fat hf-r of Jesus. On aooonnl of his being nearly related 

to Jesus, ami one of His disri|>]<s. ODfl I"". WBO was a 
witness of the Resiinvcl i«>n, (In- AptistlOB hud consecrat- 
ed him to the see of Jerusalem, after St. James was 

martyred. Simeon was about seventy years of itgc, a 

vigorous old man, whose features won- tin expression of 

kindness, ami of energy. His eye si ill gleamed with the 
fire of his youth, and :i flowing white heard notched 
down to his girdle. 

BusebhiB reverently knelt before the bishop and 
kissed his hand, asking for his blessing. Simeon made 
the sign of the cross over him; then raising him up, he 
said: "Peace be with you, my son. That is the Easter 
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greeting which our Lard brought to ns. But the world 
will not accept His peace. Let us prepare onr hearts 
Ihiii. Ho may take up His abode therein, for wi can 
■ (■ i ■■ nothing better or sweeter than II is presence." 

KuHcbuis then proceeded into the upper mom, whore 
llm Uist Buppcr watt held. It was of medium size, per- 
l«'-ily simple in every respect, very little decorated, but 
kept in excellent order. The Moor was inlaid with 
miliums of wood, well-joined; the walls were tapestried 
UM>at half-way up, and several lamps were suspended 
from tlie ceiling. The room was lighted by round win- 
dows, situated at a trniaiderable height; the further part, 
answering to the Holy of holies in the temple, was shut 
off by a curtain. A lamp burning before a recess, 
indicated to the initialed the place where (he I Inly 
Kucha rist was reserved. Eunebins knelt down liefore it 
lo adore our hidden God. 

.Meanwhile evening had closed in, and the room was 
gradually filling with devout worshippers. The women 
were all closely voilol, out of respect for the angels who 
were present there in attendance on the Blessed Sucra- 
nu'iit; besides this, they hart a special place assigned 
lliem, railed off from that occupied by the men. 

At length the lime came for the Good Friday service 
(o commence. The history of the Passion, ns recorded 
by Matthew, was solemnly read aloud, and the venerable 
I >i shop gave a touching discourse upon the love of the 
'lyingSaviour, which waa destined to conquer the world. 
Ms first triumph had been the heroic courage manifested 
by the holy martyrs. In the coarse of the last two 
years, hundreds had wou the palm of victory and gone 

!.. recwre the martyr' a crown ; and the bishop described 

in thrilling words the cruel persecution of thcChristinus 
in Rohm under Xero. In conclusion he said: ''Tho 
I ion! , Jesus who first of all died for onr salvation, gave 
thrill fortitude to lay down their lives like Stephen and 
.lames, my predecessor, in His faith and love. They 
washed their robes in the blood of the Lamh, and they 
vera victors! Bat we their brethren are still In the 
midst of warfare. Cephas, tho Viceregent of our Lord 
ami I he chief Pastor of His Bock, and Paul, the Light of 
|li«- fientiles, the "Vessel of election, chosen to carry His 
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name before kings and prophets, are in daily e:>i>ectation 
of luting led to execution, ami auk our prayers that they 
may be steadfast iu the last conflict. Ami what, my 
children, can we expect? We inn-si. follow Christ to His 
cross, if we are to share His victory. The great tribula- 
tion which He foretold as about to coiue upon Jerusalem 

and the temple, cannot be far off. Watch therefore and 
pray, that our Lord may find as worthy to naffer ami to 

iiii- with Him, ami thus bo enter into ll if* glory." 

"Anii'ii." responded his hearers, deeply <ou<-hed by 

thi! Hildivus in which ilioy had been listening. 

At a sign from the bishop, the ourtatn wbluh con- 
cealed I lie sanctuary and the ullar was drawn a>idr. He 
entered there, and exhibited to Urn faithful the precious 
memorials, of oar I^ord mid of His bitter passion that 
wore in tlio possession of the Christian community in 
Jerusalem ; the seamless robe, for which the soldiers at 
the foot or the cross bad cast lots, according to David's 
prophecy; the cloth that had been wrapped round His 
loins, saturated with His blood; the crua] nails that 
transfixed His bands* ami feet; the painful crown of 
thorns that encircled His royal bn»w; the linen shrolid 
in which Hicodcmus and Joseph Of Arimalhi-a wrapped 
His sacred body alter death, ami finally llie veil im- 
printed with His portrait, brought from Veronica's house. 
With deep emotion Mm- (ailhftil contemplated and ven- 
erated tiiese nmtr witnesses of I he sufferings of their 
Saviour, which epoke t«> their hearts move forcibly, 
more directly, llian I lie most eloquent sermon could 

have spoken. 

By the lime all had satisfied their devotion, it had 

grown bite. Midnight was long pust before the deacons 
conld replace the treasures of the Church in their places 

of safekeeping. Then the bishop concluded the services 
of the night between Qood Kriday and Holy Saturday 
by an universal prayer. 

Had the worthy Bnsebiufl had the slightest suspicion 
of what was happening during that time nl; Ik'thainia, he 
certaiuly would not have been able with serene compos- 
ure to remain, as he did, somewhat longer on Mb knees 
in prayer in the Onacle after the other Christians had 
dispersed to their several homes. 



CHAPTER 10. 
In the Mouse of Caiaphas. 

The residence ol Caiaphas the High-Priest was Situ- 
ated i» the immediate vicinity of the Cenacle. Sim* the 
<U whereon Christ was sentenced to death within those 
» Jills and Peter hud denied Him, thu once magnificent, 
iiiiu.isi palatial house had lost more in appeaHHKfl than 
one would liave imagined possible in the conrse of rather 
mora limn thirty years. It was still a Tide, spacious 
i.urliire. Tin; mitral block of buildings was enoom- 
passed by a double wall, cuelosing two conrtyardfi. The 
,'K>:i(i-r part ol I lie outer one id llie.se OOHTtfl wu.s cm- it 
lea, but ibis Iki.I i-rii so entirely neglected, thai the 

I... tilers were overgrown With VMflb, and BCarCeiy :iu.V 

tnu-ool iiu 1 paths between Urem remained. The lone* 

...nrlyard was formerly piiv<rd with polished marble 
ill. s," many ©I these were now wishing, others were 
hrolcen, orconrealcd by heaps ot dirt anil rubbish. One 
Ol UtOtall pillars jM't ween winch a view could l»e obtained 
rrorn the atrium into the interior of the central building, 

where the chief Council condemned Jeana to death, had 

(alien from its place, and lay along the ground half way 

the hall "f Judgment. Jn its fall it had shattered 

il>'- chair ot the High-Priest. A portion of the massive 
Piitablafcore above the column had also given way. leOT- 

a yawning cleft in the wall reaching up to the flat 
roof. It was evident that this central building, where 
I he official apartments ol the High-Priest were situated, 
no longer inhabited. 

The right Wing appeared to ho in a better state or 
preservation. At the entrance an old man, the porter, 
was- lounging, while opposite to him a man was seated 

mm I be gronnd, wearing the long, flowing garment ot the 
i:«.|ouin. He had been I here some considerable time, 
imhI was waiting, with the serene resignation ot the 
Oriental, for the master ot the house to return. 

(107) 
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"Yon will soon have your wish fulfilled now, good 
Pilgrim,' 1 the porter said. "Von hear the trumpets in 
Hie temple; A nanus will be bach here directly to eat 
the Paschal Lamb with his family, as the Lord com- 
manded His servant M OMB at the iiiu© of the exit from 
Bgypt. Vim will see him hue In lace, but let your 
words l>e few, for I tell you, Animus is never gifted. 
with much patience, and today he will be hungering 
after the lamb." 

"1 thank yon for !!»■ hinl. My hither used to say: 
(1(1(1 Hive you ii long W>:ild : u«l a short tongue. Hut us 
your inast«-r will mil Ih> here just yet, permit me to ask 
you a few questions. Docs Aminos, (o whom may the 
God of his fathers grant much weal mid little woe, lire 
all alone in that large bouse f M 

"There is Caianhae, his father — but lie counts for 
nothing now — and his son Eleazar, he lives here With 
Rachel his wife, whom God has cursed with sterility, and 
his sister Uutli, who is mentally afflicted. Then there 
is another of Ananns' sons living- there, one Nathamiel, 
whose merry moods are ill-suited to this melancholy 
house. It is all that I, ami a few old servant* can do to 
bear our lives here. Ever since that day there was the 
earthquake, when Ihe Xawirile w:is crucified, whom the 

people over there condemned — and rightly condemned — 

as a bhuspheiiiiT, an evil spell rests on lliis house. And 

you my friend, do not look lo me as \i you brought 
happiness with y-ou, More than once I have given 
admission to one like .vmi, and never did Anuiius seem 
veU-plcased afterwards." 

"The tidings 1 come, (w deliver, arc not my own, "but 
tho message or him w ho sends me. I am only ail arrow 
sped by his bow. However here comes the individual 
for whom that message is intended." So saying the 
Roiloui ii rose quickly from the Ikisc of the column at the 
foot Of whkih he had been squatting, and went to meet 
a man who, followed by a. servant, hastily entered the 
courtyard. 

The new-comer was about fifty, but he looked quite 
ten years older; he stooped ns he walked, and from 
beneath his bushy eyebrow? his eyes glanced with a 
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idiiriy, suspicious expression. His dress was the ordin- 
;..> attire of a rich Jew?. When he uuight night ol the 
Bedouin, ho started; then turning to his servant, he said 
to I In' servant: "Go, Giezi, and take the lamb to Itaehcl, 

i der that she may prepare it in strict obedience to 

the law. It is without, blemish, and has just been stain 
n( ( lie lowest step of the Temple. >*<> one Khali say that 
Aiuiims Ben CaiapLas does not fulfil every syllable of 
Hie law that the Lord gave us by His servant Moses. Tell 
bar to be quick, for as soon as my son Eleaaar returns 
from Ihe temple, we will at once eat thGl'aHsover-lamb." 

An. mns pretended that h© had ouly just perceived 
the Bedouin, who advanced towards bun with folded 
arms, "What is it!" he inquired. " A messenger from 
Slu-ik Murdoch 1 Do you bring g"<>d news or badt" 

''Your eve is k«.'"ii as the t*u^li' r s and ei'-vcr deceives 
yon," the Bedouin answered. "Your servant is in f;ut 
■111 arrow out of the quiver of the lord of tin- doHftrt, 
who has ten thousand swift horsemen under his sway. 

His message ifl for your ear alone, my lord, and your 
reply shall be carried to my master's tent like a shaft 
from the bowstring." 

Ananua conducted the Bedouin into the half- ruined 
cilonnade. "'Wclir' he inquired. "Let your words 
he, few." 

"In a few words then — Simon Ben Gioras is in the 
hands of the Romans. Rabbi Hadoc is severely wound- 
ed; he is in the house of that man at Bethania, whom 
the prophet of Xaaareth onoo — " 

"Hold your tongue about your prophet who was 
publicly executed," interposed ('aiaphns' son, "we 
want no car|ientor' , s son For our Messiah. Now go on, 

yon bird of ill-omen." 

"And ttie Kabbi's sou is in the power of my master." 
"He 1st Why did you not bring him with youl 
And what has become of* the Kabbi's daughter, and all 
his property 1 r * 

"The daughter is with her father, she is nursing hi in, 
us Itehoves a good daughter; nhe is said to Ik; beautilul 
as the dawn on the mountains of Hauran ! I'*rhap8 my 
Sheik will take her to his tent as his bride — O my lord, 
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leave your dagger at rest; you Hill find no other mes- 
senger who can lake your reply lo my master — I thought 
you had no interest in your sou's alliauccil bride, as her 
dowry is probuhly lost." 
"boat!" 

"Yfifl, for if llie Romans have 1 no1 liti'ii Jwforehnnd 

widi us, oar horseman will have reached Bethania in 
time i" Boonn ii, not for you. but tor oar Sheik." 

"And Unit is what you nil ft brotherly covenant! 
i(u( r>r course, the •ons <»f Bun have ever deceived the 
children »t Jacob.' ' 

"I 1 1 j • > t j l ■ 1 ■ : it was Jacob Who iu llif- fir*! instance 

deceived oar lather ESaau, u said tin- Bedoohi. "But i>e 
mitwiiiible; 1 do not know in (he least whether (lie 
Kabhi's daughler is in our Sheik's Iiaiuis, or whether 
the Komana carried her off. They will drive ii hard 
bargain with that blosisom of the stem of I/evI." 

"Floras is quite capable of that, and I could almost 
wish him to do it. It would at last bring matters to a 
crisis. A daughter of Israel carried off and sold into 
slavery — that would be enough to make the blood boil 
in the veins ol the coldest in the Council. Her brother 
then, is not yet in your jiower, otherwise you would 
hare brought him with you today." 

"Pardon me, little lteujuniiii in in safe custody in 
our camp at the lone ilex. And the Whelk bids me *;iy 
that ho will let you know the conditions upon which the 
yonthial heir ol the wealthy Rabbi shall be sa rie-udered 
to you, as soon as Ben Gioras is set at liberty.'' 

*'BenGiorau? What have I to do with hiint Bemay 
pay the penalty of all his misdeeds and of his folly." 

"Simon BenGionis, the Chief of tlict'oiifrdi<r.ttiun! 
Is not his tho strongest arm, his the sharpest sword, if 
it comes to open war with tho Konmnnf " 

"For the matter of that another chief would \*e. forth- 
coming, and one arm more or less is of no significance," 
Aminos replied. "Give that message to your .Sheik, 
and tell kira I care nothing at all about the Iwy, unless 
I get his sister for my daughter- in -law. Ami without 
the Rabbi's fortune it will be quite impossible for us to 
conclude an alliance with the king* of Comagene of 
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Pontiis and of Armenia, ami with 11m Partluans and Per- 
sians. Go and loll him that with a OCUM from me, ii 
blended by his petty avarice, be ruins oiir common pro- 
jitIs (if vengeance." 

The Bedouin made a low obeisance and departed. 
An:iims seated himself on the fallen column, to tliiuk 
over the situation. A sinister frown Gloodod his brow. 
The failure of Ben Oioruu' attempt upon Kabbi Sadoc 
threatened to upset the plan ho had formed t-o avert ruin 
from his house and from his nation. It was in fact, a8 
tlio porter had said; since the hour when the column 
whereon he was sitting gave way, fortune seemed to 
liuve deserted bin fiitlcr's house. :V succession <>f un- 
nitcoessfal mercantile transactions had alinostoxhausted 

< fcriapbas, finances; his prhte had been wounded by bis 

iHting deposed from the offioe ot High- I'rirsl ; he was 
moreover Inrlured by thu reproaches of his conscience, 
though bis haughty nnliiro would not stoop 10 procure 
alleviation by wdiimvhfdglnfl! bis guilt. At last be had 
become a vfothn ol gloomy despair; bis mind gave way 
and the unhappy man was so violent Mint ho had to be 
placed in irons and kept in close confinement. 

Bon Caiaphas' Ii0|*s all centered in his son, who 
had just ripened into manhood. He was a flue hand- 
some figure, like a hero of antiquity, and when only 
t weuty years old be was appointed Captain of the Temple 
guard. If this Bon, Eleazar, married money, Ananua 
could pay bis creditors. The young man was irascible, 
proud and overbearing In bis manner, bnt bo had 
not a bad heart. Consequently be bad consented, in 
order to help his father out of bis embarrassment and 
beep up the credit of bis house, to marry Rachel, the 
kindhrartcd but by no means beautiful daughter ol 
Aminadsb, who was considered to be one of the richest 
Jewish traders in Alexandria. Bub here again misfor- 
tune befell Caiaphas' family. No sooner were the espou- 
sals concluded, than si* vessels laden with enra, the 
property of Bachel's father, were wrecked off the coast 
nearjoppa, and with them he lost the bulk of bis wealth. 

ti\nv,- that time A nanus had experienced difficulty in 
keeping his creditors at bay, and ever and anon fresh 
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notes bearing bis signature found their way into the 
archives of the Xyst, where officially attested bonds 
were deposited. The desperate stale of his exchequer 
hail driven liini to ally himself with the Sitarii; for 
nothing but the outbreak of the lony-contemplated in- 
Mtinv.tiou set-ined to hold out any hope to him. Eleazar 
hail declined to enter into alliance with the Sirarii ; hut 
In- stood at thi! head of the Zealots, who were not less 

eager for die rifting to take place, though they intended 
to curry on tin* conflict, with mora honourable weapons. 
EJeatar was giTOO to posing fur a hero of (lie lime of the 
Blacbabees, clad in whose armour he bad confronted the 
ItomnikK that day at the Golden tlattj. On account of 
this Attaints thought his son somewhat of a visionary, 
yet he hoped to make use of him io induce the powerful 
faction of the Zealots to aet in concert wit.li the SuarCi. 

In I he interim, however, his affairs hud grown more 
desperate, but a few months previous 1-0 the time of 
which we are spealdug, a Budden ray of hope broke in 
on him. He heard oJ the K^eat wealth possessed by 
Kahbi Sadoc, a distant relative who lived iu Antioeh, 
and whose family consisted of one daughter and a little 
sou several years her junior. Kleazar was a married 
111:111, It was true, but his marriage was childless and 
unhappy, and how easy was it. fi>r a husband to give his 
wife a writing of divuree. Anamis proposed this, to his 

son, who ciiii^IiI at il. eagerly, when he was informed 

that the l.abbi's daughter was :is beautiful as she was 

rich. His unfortunate wife mijdkt ery her eyes out. if 
she choose; as for him, lie hated her. Ezechins, (he 
former High-I'rie*t, brother-in-law to> A nanus, was de- 
puted to ask the band of the wealthy Rabbi's daughter 
on behalf ef his nephew, lie undertook this office right 
willingly, fur he hoped thereby to gain Elcazar lor the 
moderate party, to whieh tie himself belonged, for all in 
Jerusalem who had any property to Iosr> were averse 
to war with the Bomans. Besides Kzecliias was desir- 
ous, of inducing Rabbi Sadoe to remove to Jerusalem, 
feeling eerlain that before long he would Ik- made High- 
Priest, an appointment which would be a blessing for 
the whole nation. It was long since Jerusalem bad had 
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u ■ : ■:. i'r-i.---t equal to this Uahbi in. learning and in 
wi'iilih. All these reasous combined t-0 induce Ezcchias 
gladly to undertake the task or wooing; his nephew's 
bride, and lie was able sliortly to announce to A nan us 
Unit the Kablii, bringing with hitn his children and a 
considerable portion ol bis property, was coming up to 
Jerusalem to keep the Passover. 

But Ananus calculated tor hiinseir, nnd came tot-he 
decision. that it would be better fur Lis own, interest 
aud those of his party, that the learned and esteemed 
Rabbi should vanish from the scene. The reasons for 
this opinion we have already heard, while listening with 
Benjamin to the conversation of the bandits under the 

Ilex-tree. The only incorrect statement was that Kleaaar 
was privy to the criminal act. He would never have 
giveu his constat to it; as for Ananus, a deed of violence 
more or less was a matter of perfect indifference fo him. 
And now he had Che mortification of hearing that the 

Whole scheme had proved a miserable failure. 

Whilst Anaiius, seated on the fallen shaft, was pon- 
dering upon these mailers in no very amiable inoiu), he 

saw his son Eieaz&r enter the courtyard from the street, 
accompanied by a few armed men. He walked QUiebly, 
and there was an angry light in his eye, as he exclaimed: 
"It is a wouder that fire does not full Irotn heaven upon 
these accursed Romans, who dare to disturb the peace 
of theSabliath with the fanfare of their military trumpets 
and the entry of their cohorts. But it serves us right, 
cowards that we are, and we nan expect nothing ltetter 
until (lie last ol these wiseacres and preachers of caution 
is got rid of out of the Sanhedrim. Am I not right, 
friends, and should wo not do better to cut the throats 
of the whole Roman garrison than to slaughter hundreds 
and thousands of Paschal lambs! I believe it would be 
a far more agreeable sacrifice to the Lord of Hosts. 
What n> white-livered lot we are!" 

"Not all of os. Kleazar," said the officer who had 
gtop|M>il Lucius at the Golden Gate that very morning, 
"not all ; we Zealots are not poltroons." 

"Well then it is hiph time for us to bestir ourselves. 
A meeting of the Council has hastily been convened for 
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tomorrow in I lift early morning, althougli it is the Sab- 
bath. They want to concert same new plnislpr, these 
Doctors una leathers of Israel, nod get the Legate to lay 

it on tin* cancer that is killing the nation, that iaa» 

Floras. II i* of no use to daub It willi ointment, it 

inusl I"' cut ont and cauterised!'' 

"One word, Kleanir,"' said ATiaims. beckoning his 
son to eome aside. The young 111:111 liesilali-d R moment, 
then leaving ui& comrade* he slepped close to his rather, 
asking in 110 very respectful manner, "Well, what do 
you want!" 

Ill a Tew words Aminos acquainted him with Hie had 

news, without ofeonne letting him know thai lie him- 
self had made a bargain willi Hen (Moras. "Now what 
tan we do to get possession of the.su children I" he iu- 
quired when the tale was told. 

"That is very plain, " Eteaxar replied. "At any 
rate we mntst be beforehand with that jnekal of tlie 
desert, Sli«-ik Hardoen. I will saddle my nag directly 
ami ride over to BetiuunW' 

"The great Sabbath will begin shortly, and yore 
know that an expedition like that is quite unlawful," 
Animus rejoined. 

"A the tot your situ pies: 1 know very well what 

mbmIb yon swallow." 

"Bui just think, you would have to pay tor such a 
flagrant violation of (he law with the loss ol your posl 
as Oaptala of UioGnard, and 1 am sure yon would not 
like that,'"' pMsist.-d Ananas. 

"No, by Heaven, I should 1 not," exclaimed Eleazar, 

stamping his foot angrily on I lie ground. "But it en- 
rages me to Hi ink that Hi is bird of prey from (In.- desert, 
or that hateful Governor should carry off this dove with 
golden plumage — it anal] nut lie! I know what I will do, 
and were it ten times over a violation of the law, I must 
and will do it, (Siezi Hindi go over lo Rellmnia tonight 
with a troop of onr Guard). I will quiet their consciences 
with a handful of shekels, and later 0111 I will hare a 
sacrifice of expiation and purification offered for tlieio 
in the temple. But evening is coming 011, the hour for 
eating the Passover will lie proclaimed from the? temple 
directly, and here am I si ill wearing my armour.'-' 
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Away lie "went at a rapid pace, without taking any 
further notice of his iather, and entered] 1 lie wing ©f the 
house which showed signs of being still inhabited. 
There he shouted impatiently for his wire Rachtl, on 
(hiding she was not there to meet him. In her place 
liis younger brother Nathanael, a handsome boy with 
dark curly hair, came running up, saying: "Have a 
moment's patience, brother, she is JTJSt making that 
iwci't meat with tigs, almonds and lemon, which I like 
so much." 

'■Ruth can do that, or old Selma. Tell her when (be 
husband calls, it is the wife's duty to co me at once." 
Kleazar answered imperiously, "I want her lo help 
me to unbuckle my armour and to lay my robes ready 
far me." 

"There they are, all laid on! in readiness. And I 
ran unbuckle your armour for you, I have Often done 
it, and I like doing it. The Romans must have Ihtii 
offending you again Kleazar, yon seem ho milled. I was 
vitv unjrry with them t no, when I heard I heir martial 
music bn-ak in upon the sacred son ml of our trumpets. 
May the Lord execute vengeance on the wretches! lint 
now lie good humoured and do not eternally find fault 
with Rachel ; slid has vr rtaiidy baked hoiiic wonderfully 

nice massolh and made an excellent chrro$etJ" 

At that moment Rachel herself came in, and fell on 
her knees before her exacting husband. "Forgive me," 
she said, "I really could not come sooner, 1 was obliged 
to turn the cakes out upon the dishes." 

The Bpee k er was at least «en years older than Eleazar, 
and with her care-worn conn tcnanee and round Bhouldc rs 
looked ill-suited to bo the consort of a man so well 
set-up us Ihe Captain of the Temple-guard, But her 
countenance was redeemed by really line eyes, of a soft 
brown colour, the expression of which Ixttpokc true 

kindness of heart. 

"You go u> Ruth, Nathnnael, I have something to 
Bay to my wife which i« not intended for your oars*" 
Eleazar said ; and the lx>y went away, Texed to new (lie 
cold way in which his brother spoke to ltachcl, who had 
been a second mother to him- Nathanael would not 
have felt as inuc-b, hurt if he had begun to scold her. 
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Rachel too, who knew what that, icy nianiier boded, 
was frightened, and raised her eyes with a timid, 
deprecatory look to her irascible husband, to whom she 
waB devotedly attached, although ho treated her so 
unkindly. There are people like thai, whose affection 
can not be alienated from its objiwt, and poor Raehel in 
her humility was always ready to take nl I the blame of 
the unfortunate dissension between (hem on herstlf. 
"If I could ni;kkc< BOOM sacrifice of sufucienl magnitude 

to win his love!" 

II wan »tt if Kleazar had wad these thoughts in his 

wife's oyes . for lie said to her: "Hacbel, you know that 
OUT marriage has brought on me nothing 1 but disagree* 
nblcs. Tlio dowry I was led to expect, and which I 
needed to restore the ancient prestige of our house, was 
not forthcoming; you liave borne me no children - when 
1 return from my duties in the templo, no domestic 
happiness awaits me, there is scarcely a day when I 
have not to find fault about something, and always with 
jiiHlice. You dure not deny it, you know 1 would not 
stand that! Now do not you wonder that I have not 
availed myself of the privilege conceded by the law of 
Moses, and given you long ago a bill of divorcef *' 

Rachel turned pale, and Jut eyes tilled with tears. 
She exolalmed : "O KEea/.arT my JHdoved husband, how 
can you wound my heart with such cruel words, just 
before we lire going to- eat the J'nschal Lamb together!" 

"What has the Paschal Lamb to do with the. bill of 
divorce which I positively moan to give you tomorrow, 
unless yon do what I want without hesitation. Iasten; 
I am quite determined to take another Wife who will 
give me all that 1 took in vain from you : riches, posi- 
tion, children, a happy home, and over and above all, 
wealth which will proeure for us powerful allies, in our 
struggle with the Romans." Then, whilst divesting 
himself of his shining armour, and arraying himself in 
his ecremouial robes, Kleazar told her in a few words 

how his destined bride had been attacked by bandits 
and was now with her father in IMUnnin. "We must 
[etch her over her** thus very evening," he concluded, 
"and her rich marriage-portion too. She is in danger 
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both from the robbers of the desert and the Romans. 
iiii'/i is to £0 over directly after Mm Kipper with a In ml 
ot horsemen, and you are to accompany him." 

"I am to go— what fori" 

"You must persuade her to take reruge under my 
roof, and briuji her here."" 

"I cannot do that! The ftthhath begins directly and 
such an expedition is contrary to the sacred law which 
the Lord gave us on frtfuai, I will obey you in every- 
thing that is lawful, Eteazar. I will receive your second 
wile, and treat her as a sister, nay, I will oven behave 
to her as if she were my mistress and I her handmaid; 
but you cannot compel ma to violute (lie divine law." 

"If you refuse to go you shall have the bill of divorce 
tomorrow." 

"In that ease — may the Lord of Heaven g&vo me 
strength to bear il. — -I choose the bill of divorce." 

"So bo it. ISut yon shall think over the matter in a 
place whieh you do nol find exactly agreealile, in my 

grandfather's company." 

"You will i nit me with Caiaphiis, with the madman!" 
cried Rachel in an agony o-f terror, falling on the ground 
before her cruel husband and raising her hands iu an atti- 
tude of enl rcaly: "Have mercy on me! Do nofc thrust we 
into that maniac's prison unless you wish the evil spirit 
which torments hhn should gain possession ot me too!" 

"You will either go to Betbania or keep my grand- 
father company tonight," retorted Eleazar, who knew 
how terrified Kacliel was in the presence of the old man. 
"Make up your mind which to do while you cat tho 

Passover. When It is ended, yon will go to Bethanla 

or you know where." 

By this time night, had closed in, and when Hie first 
faint star appeared in the Id no vault of heaven, the 
trumpets announced that the hour for eating the Paschal 
Lamb had come. Amongst 1 ha thousands and thousands 
id lamilies in Jerusalem, whether inhabitants of tho city 
or pilgrims from elsewtiere, assembled that night beneath 
the lighted lamps suspended from the ceiling to keep 
llu' Kcawt, there was probably not one in which de- 
volion and rejoicing prevailed to so slight an extent- as 
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in the litlle group gathered together in Caiaphaff house. 
Externally Amman was, it was true, most scrupulous in 
observing every detail of the ceremonial prescribed by 
tho law. Willi his loins girt, sandals oo his feet and a 
staff in hia hand, he took Ins place at the head of the 
(able, on which stood a goblet of red wine*. He then 
explained that this wine represented die blood of the 
children of Israel, which cried to (In* I.oicl for vengeance 

upou Fbacao. "When will the day come when the 

Lord will ;it length listen to the voice of I lie people, 

crying aloud under tl»* oppression of the ltoiuauai" he 

remarked :is :in interlude. 

After the pniver of thanksgiving for the recurrence 
of the Feast of unleavened bread he raised the goblet to 
his lips, and then Jiumled it to his sou, who passed it on 
in his turn. Then eauie the washing of bauds with the 
prayer of thanking; God for having hallowed Ilia people 
by auea-os of the ceremonial law. Itocbel looked timidly 
at her husband, to see if this prayer touched his con- 
fidence. Kat Klutixar held his hands to hare the water 
poured over them with an nniuovrd countenance. Kow 
the table with the sacred viands was brought, in from an 
adjoining room. In the centre, on a silver dish, was 
the undivided lamb, si retched on spits placed crosswise, 
a touching emblem of the true Paschal Lamb, offered 
upon (lie cross. Hub of that lamb none present knew. 
Beside the Paschal Lamb lay the nassoih, the thin flat 
cakes of Hiileiiveiieil bread, dishes with bitter herbs, a 
Teasel containing vinegar, and finally Ihe chero*et, a 
sweet dish in the shape of tiles, which KaChanael and 
Ruth considered very palatable. 

Some prayers came nest; (he bitter berbs were eat- 
en, and Psalms 118 and ill were recited, therein the 
Psalmist extols the wonderful work of God in the exit 
froiu Egypt, and the great superiority of the true -God 
above the godfl of Ihe heathen, ending with the cry. 
of a just man in deep tribulation. The second goblet 
was then blessed and drunk. Whilst speaking a few- 
words in memory of the bread of affliction eaten by their 
forefathers in Egypt, Alia mis distributed the lliin cakes 

of uuicavcued bread to the bystanders; afterward* be 



LUCIUS n.Avrs. 119 

raised his hand, and with the mystic motion which bo 
nearly resembles the sign o! tlie cross, lie blessed tho 
Paschal tomb and divided it into pieces. The law 
required that it should be eaten standing, in silence and 
in haste; tlie greatest care being taken that not one of 
Us Iwncs should be broken. Again the hands were 
washed ; a third goblet of Mint- was blessed anil dnlnk, 
while the lesser Ilallel (Alleluia) Psalms 11&— 118, 
wero recited ; the goblet of wine went round once more 
audi the ceremonies °f eating the Passover were ended. 
Even in this house a lietter spirit seemed to have 
descended, as th« children repeated alter every verse of 
the 117th Psalm, the canticle of divine compassion, the 
consoling refrain: For His mercy endurelh for ever. 

Rachel ventured to hope that her husband might 
relent. But the look be &ve her when at the How of 
the repast the children and servants had withdrawn, 
told her that he wns inexorable. 

""Welir" he asked. 

"I cannot, I dare not break the law." 

"Then come with me." Thereupon he lighted a 
torch at the lamp by the light of which the 1'nssovcr 
had been eaten, seized his wife's arm wilh « firm trip, 
mid conducted berth rongh dark passages and down a 
long flight ol steps to the prison where Christ was 
mocked after the first judgment by Caiaphas, and 
Where, bound hand and foot, He was confined during 
the night preceding his crucifixion. 

As Rachel was being hurried along, a piercing shriek 
fell on her ear. Her resistance broke down. "Do not 
open the cell!" she cried in terror. "I cannot bear the 
sight of the unhappy wretch! May God forgive me the 
wrong which you compel me to do." 

"There, I knew how it would be. Away •with yon to 
Itothania and fetch my bride," Eloazar coldly responded. 
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Ti.liii'.-,- of lu'iij.i nun 

Ah Salome was slowly walking h;irk to Iho hoiiso 
through ti»' garden attar the departure <»r bar husband 

and (he Iwn girls, she deseried :i h-male ligure, uppur- 
rniiy :i stranger, approaching along the path leading 
from Id'Chiiiiiii lo (lit- f:iiin. A short distance Hnilier 
1-11 ;i horseman, clad in the loose, flowing cloak of tlie 
<Eesert (riiM's seemed (o 1h- following the woman. At the 
sight of tho Bedouin itoeenrred to Salome thai .he nii^lit 
be one of the robbers who hud attacked Hie liabbi, and 
she hesitated whether to Mend the gardener alter her 
husband to call him kick J for she was afraid h-st the 
lawless banditti might ; be coming to fctrh tho treasures 
they had failed to secnre. Bnt Salome was not of a 
timid disposition, and she (old herself that Silas ami 
his four assistants could defend tho house against a 
small party of assailants, and if they came in a consid- 
erable force, her husband would Ik- of little assistance 
in repelling them. In fact it would Ih> all the bettor 
that Kusebins and Ids two nie*>es shoidd l>e safe away. 
For herself she was not afraid, as far as she knew there 

was nothing- of great value in tho house, her husband 

not having told her nlwmfc tho Kabbi's two hags. The 
eiunels hdotiging to her guest vera, it was trim in 
the stables, and the bales were tlierc containing very 
valuable carpels and silken fabrics, and she would be 
extremely sorry that the owner ot these goods should ho 
deprived of them. She thought for a moment, then 
calling to a labourer who was at work elose by, she said 
to him : 

"Elimlj I know yon have your wits about, you. Go 
and look round, especially op the valley, and see if 
there arc any white birds, audi us the one. over there by 
the olive-tree, hovering about the neighbourhood. If 
there should be any Dumber of them, go instantly to the 

(120) 
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village, and ask tlie Roman Governor to send some 
soldiers to protect our house." 

"Very good, mistress," Kliud replii-d. "But I think 
the Romans all went ©W to the i-ily tibia morning. I 
shall be able to look up a dozen sturdy lads who wonld 

i>i. n imiti ii rnr iwiw! Hit uuuiitor <•' [iedonina. Do nol 

be afraid! Besides I hardly think Unit the brigands 
VOnld venture so near the gates of Jerusalem during 
tlie feast-days." 

So saying he thrust bis spado into the ground and 
went off on bis errand. Salome got book to the door 
just as tlie stranger came up to it, and approached her 
with uplifted bauds, evidently in a stale or great excite- 
ment. "O good lady, may the God of our fathers bless 
your hospitable house!" she exclaimed. "I was told 
that you received my master under your roof last night, 
When he had been attacked by robbers. If so, say, Is lie 

etill illlve, and is Tliamar, his lio:iiilitiil daughter here 

U>o? I am Sara, her former mnsr." 

"Too are welcome my good woman," fralome an- 
swered, quite reassured by the honest cotiiileiKtuec of 

Um old servant Opening the dour, she continued: 
"May the blessing of the Lord attend your entrance 
here! Yes, the Rabbi is alive and we hope in a fair way 
of recovery from Ins wound. TFis daughter, who is 
really a charming girl, will he delighted to hear of your 
Safety. Ami perhaps you know what has become* of her 
little brother, about whom she is ro anxious!" 

"I have brought news of him, good news. But I 
must see the maiden alone, to tell them to her," Sam 

replied. 

"And the horseman there, resting in the shade of the 

old olive, is he — " 

"Yes he is one of the brigands, but a good-hearled 
fellow. For God's sake do not have him taken prisoner. 
Ilcnjamin's, my young master's Hie depends on the man 
returning sa>fe to the camp n"d bringing good news." 

"Let your mind at rest, pawl woman, no barm shall 
befall him. I -will send him out some refreshment by 
«>]»• of the servants. Kut tell me, is he alone, or are 
»onie of his comrades near at handf 
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"He alone accompanied me here. A company of 
horsemen left tlie «imp at the same; time licit we did, 
out I ild not think they followed us. At any rate they 
Blurted in a different direction, aud on the way hither I 

saw and heard nothing of them." 

Her alarm in a great measure dispelled) Salome 

OSked Hie nurse to wait » few minutes while she gave 

Orders to take out some food amd drink to the Bedouin, 
I in i on no condition io let him enter Bra premiftcfl] aud 
to keep i in- doom fastened. Then she went i»io the 

sick man's chamber and beckoned to his daughter. 

Thaiiiar saw at a glance lhal BOinelhiiig unexpected had 

hiipiH'iu>d, Imt she preserved her eell-oontwil and left 
the room in silence. But when she caught right cf Sara, 
she could nearest; repress an exclamation ut joy; hut 
hhv laid her tiuKera ou her lips, thus indicating to the 
servant that her Father must not be acquainted with 
her coming so suddenly. Salome showed thetn both 
into thu sitting-room, ami then hastened back to the 
sick man, to sea if he wanted anything. 

At hist Sara could once more embrace her dear young 
mistress, and amid many tears of joy aud loving oareSMB 
she expressed bergriefat Seeing her again under such 
nnl'iwat'il circumstances, II. was some lime before 
Thnjiiar could make her old nurse calm enough Io tell 
lier tale in a COinprelieiisiMr- manner. First the Old 

woman oonfonnded herself in excuses for having deserted 

lier eharge in tbe moment of peril, l»eggeng paction for 
lii'i- cowardice. The suddenness of the attack made her 
lose her head, She would repeat having run away to her 

dying day. 

Thainar comforted her mid said with a smile that 

she had lead of some men having taken to llight when 

suddenly taken unawares; tlien she had to listen to 

praises of her own courage, and submit to fresh caresses, 
before she eon id get Sara to answer to- her inquiries 
concerning Benjamin. After a rambling account of all 
the discomfort she had had to suffer amongst the brig- 
ands she finally related how Benjamin had been so 
foolhardy as to play the eavesdropper at the delibera- 
tions of the leaders of the band. "Imprudent child!" 
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she wailed. ''How easily be might have slipped down 
the precipice, in the dark, or one of the nn-n, who- would 
just as Boon murder a fellow-creature uh crush an insect, 
illicit have run liim through the heart for his effrontery. 
I believe they would have done 80, if they did not hope 
to get a large ransom for the poor boy, who now lies 
liound and closely guarded in the robber's cave. Poor 
dear little lamb!" 

"What suift do they want for his ransom t " Thamar 
asked, glad to got to the gist of the matter at last. "I 
am .sure my father would be willing to give any amount 
they may demand." 

"That is what I said, what 1 have always said. I 
told lteiijaiuin he need not fear; his father would give 
his weight in gold for him." 

*'I am not s-nre whether my father has as much gold 
as that. What is il thai Hie brigands demand V 
Thamar answered, beginning lo lose patience with the 
"loquacious eld woiiiiin. 

"The Sheik who sent me here did not name any sum 
at present. He wants to know how much my master 
will offer. And about your affianced husband, O child, 
child, I have things to tell of hum that will make your 
luii- stand on end! — " 

"My dear Sura, one thing at a timet Let us speak 
first about my brother's ransom, then you shall toll me 
all that you seem to have on your mind against my 
betrothed. Then the Sheik wants to know what my 
father will offer?" 

"Yes, and what your betrothed offers as well, the 
rascal!" Sara exclaimed with unwonted animus. 

"Will Blcazar pay my brother's ransom as well, 
then ? I low foe* be know that Benjamin has becu. taken 
prisoner t" Thamar asked iu astonishment. 

"That is the point of it all— rogue that he is! The 
scamp, playing the same game as these cut- throats, their 
confederate, to whom my sweet turtle-dove in to he 
sacrificed!" And Sara launched forth with a siring of 
invectives, nniil Thamar begged her to restrain her 
indignation and give some proof that Elcazar was really 
in league with the brigands. 
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Tlio old woman then told her that Benjamin had 
heard Hi,- Hnols of the hand expressly slate that Ben 

Giorafl had acted in ac?eordanre with Mio orders of tllO 

C*plaln of the Tomplegiuud, Bleaxgr, mid his taiher, 

ami thin they hurl promised him a share of (lie dowry, 
She did not romeiiiber haw much, a* his reward for 
assassinating the Rabbi, 

"That in iiu-redible! You and Benjamin must have 
lose y&nr senses," exclaimed Thamar, now seriously 
alarmed. "Kv.-n supposing iliat Bleaur only wanted 
io marry me for the sake ot my portion, what profit 

would my poor father's death In- Io him T He would 

hare obtained possession or the dowry without oomniifc 

ting- a murder, and what is more, without having to 
aha it it with Ifrn ("iioras." 

"Yes, but that does not content the greedy wolf; he 
wants to ioRtf u his claws on the whole of your brother's 
property: Do you not see, my poor dove, that if you 
were to marry tins knave, and your father were to die, 
he would ttecome your brother'* guardian, ami thns the 
whole of this property would come into his power. And 
then very much his lite would Ik- worth." 

•Ms it possible thai tin- goal of a child of Abraham 
.should bfifcnlltjrol such wickedness!-!- Thamnr cried, 
aghast ur whul eho heard. "No, it is nor possible, I 
will iiui bellova i'. no doubt Benjamin WW mistaken. 

If;tll Hint were Irao, Ih.-y would have told Ben Glorafi 

to put ih,. hoy in •l.uili aw well as his rather, thou [ 
should hare boon solo heiress, ami Klejijsir by espousing 
me, would bare had nil al his disposal." 

"Yea, yea, Ihat is just, what they planned; I was 
just going t<> toll yoa, child, that was the original design, 
-so Benjamin hoard and repealed the whole to mo, as 

nam as I Man.] Inn-! Hut IVn Oioras outwitted vour 

worthy Biiiteir. He wauled to spare the child's life and 
carry hi in off to Hie ramp, in order to got more blood - 
money lor him. Do yon understand new? And the 
Sheik who "has taken the command now BenGloranja 
pono, is just as crafty, in foot even more so. He weaoa 
to get your delightful bridegroom and \our hither each 
to make an offer, and piny them one against the other. 



LtTOIUS FLAWS. 125 

Ami for that reason he has sent a messenger to cadi at 
the same time. Now you see, my s«t.I dove, what 
tidings 1 have tome to communicate. Wliat answer are 
we i" send to the Sheik by the horseman who is waiting 
outside the grountfHi And I Imv« Another message to 
deliver from Benjamin, with a thousand kisses to you 
and your father: The poor hoy enjoined on me :tl>ove all 
!•> prevent you from marrying sneh a wretch. He said 
he would willingly give his life for the sake Of living 
you from such a fate." 

"Dear little fellow!" said Thamar, deeply touched. 
"Tliat is like his generous hear!- However he need 
have no fear about that. I would rather die than belong 
it> a man on whom the mere suspicion of audi an egni- 
gious crime could rest. Ite.sides, the surest means of 
rescuing my brother will be for me to refuse under any 
circumstances to become his wife, for in tliate-ase lleuja- 
inio's death would giveliiin no right over my fallal's 
or my own property. Thus our I «-,sl plan would be to 
let the man know as soon as possible by -some safe and 
mire means, that In*, must renounce all ho|te of obtaining 
my hand. 1 must talk to our kind host about it. Alas 
that my father should t>e so ill and unable to speak, I 

need h is wise counsel so much! Wait a few Niiiiiit-.-s 
Sara, I must go and see how Father is, and, oh, why did 
t not think of it before^ — you must be half-starved, poor 
soul. 1 will run and ask the mistress of the honse to 
be so kind us to send you some refreshment." 

Sara protested that she was too much distressed to 
swallow a niorccl, though she wound up by saying that 

a h-w tigs, or a handful of dates, not to speak of u piece 

of bread and a pitcher of wine would not be unacceptable. 
Tint um i* on leaving her hastened to the sick-room. 
She found her father quite conscious, ns she saw directly 
from the clear look in his eyes, and the kind noil with 
which he greeted her. His head too seemed cooler, and 
Salome assured h«r that ho was better. She atonped 
down and kissed his hand : "You will be glad to hear, 
father, that wo have news ml Benjamin. But do not 
excite yonrself about it^ we shall get him lwu?k safe and 
sound on payment of a ransom ; how much may I offer?" 
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The Rahbi's countenance beamed with joy. He made 
a sigu to Thamar to give him the tablets, and wrote on 
them: Give them what they demand ; but be cautions, 
for the less you throw iul-o their clutches the more will 
be ldt lor you ami your brother, 

That the sick man was much agitated by the intelli- 
gence lie Iiad received was evident even to an unac- 
quainted eye. Thamar did mil veniure. to tell him 

anything mora; bo she tugged dim to encase her lot a 

moment, while she sent away the messenger who had 

brought IJie information about Heiijamin, and at the 
same lime she* beckoned to Salome to follow her out of 
the room. After she h:ul asked for some refreshment 
for tin; oh! nurse, slie inquired if slie ronld speak to 
Euscbius. She was very sony to hear that lie was out, 
and would not be back before night, or perhaps the 
next morning. 

What was she to doT Whose advice could she aakl 
Salome seemed a good old lady, kind- hearted, and 
anxious to do her best for everyone, but liow was one to 
know whether site was prudent and ahle to keep things 
to herself 1 Thamar knew her too little to form any 
Opinion as lo Ikt sagacity. Hut when she looked her 

full in the eyes, she foil she could trust her as a mother, 

and determined to tcl3 lier Ihe whole story. That took 
some time (o (ell, and Salome was at a loss to know 
what advice lo give. She would willingly have sent 
Silas to Jerusalem to call her husband back, but under 
the most favourable circumstances he could not return 
before two hours bad elapsed, and (hey must act at once, 

At Ias1 they came to the conclusion to semi hack 

word to Ihe Sheik ih;ii Ihc Babb] worth! give a thousand 
shekels 1 ) more for Benjamin's release, than (he Captain 
of the Teiiiple-ruurd might offer. "A thousand shekels!" 
Salome bad es claimed, "that is a great deal of money. 
\\ ill your father not be displeased nt your offering so 
much t Whatever yon do be sure to say not shekels of 
the sanctuary, for you know, shekels of Ihe sanctuary 
are worth exactly twice what the ordinary ones are." 
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"L*t it be shekels of the sanctuary, dear lady," 
Thamar replied. "I will take the blame oi> myself, so 
long an 1 «ao rescue my dear little brother* Well, at 
iiii.y rate our offer will have tie effect of making certain 
that his life will lie spared for a few days. Sara shall 
scud the Bedouin back, to camp at one* with our reply." 

This she did and after a brief interruption, (lining: 
which Thamar went lo set; il her father wauled anything, 
anil Salome betook herself to her mew's room, in order, 
kneeling before the picture of our Lady, to commend 
herself and her guests at this critical juncture to the 
Intercession of the Mother of God, the consultation was 
n-suined. What steps could be taken to avoid falling* 
into the power of ~KU'»zar and the brigands? fttlouie wa.it 
by no means disinclined to believe Benjamin's account 
of what he bad overheard, as it tallied with wlmt she 
already knew of the Captain and his father. Ho was 
an imperious, passionate man, and Salome conhl not do 
otherwise than woodier that the ItabM should have 
promised his daughter in marriage to such a wan, as he 
did not stand in the highest reputation. 

"Bty father must have been deceived by his unclo 
Kzecliias, who evidently acted in l.he interests of the 
family," Thamar explained. "But I am affianced to 
him now, and if his father does not break of! the 
engagement, I do not know whether he has not a legal 
riyht to compel we to marry him. However, I am 
resolved f would sooner die than submit to that." 

''Hush, child, you must not speak like that," Salome 
exclaimed* "Under no circumstances have we the dis- 
posal of onr own life or death, and we must bear our 
life patiently, as long aa (Jod who gave it to us, is 
pleased] to require this of us. He is just, and does not 
allow n s to be tempted beyond our strength, and to 
1ln.se who love Him, all things work for good. Ol 
course yoa cannot marry that man, if only for this reason 
Mint he already has a wile. I would sooner have von 
runaway. Aud really I think that would be the best 
course tor yon to pursue. Write and break ofl with 
that man, Elenzjir. You might go with your old nnrse 
to a relative of mine, who lives a day's journey from 
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here, among the hills. She would receive you most 
kindly ovmi though yon (lid not tell the reason why you 
wished to remain in biding. I will send Silas with you, 
and lie can take a message from me. Ah soon as I know 
you ate in safety, I will send your letter to the Captain 
of the Temple-guard. In a week or two your father will 
be well again, he can break vlt the engagement, and go 
baek to Antioeh witli your brother, when the brigands 
give him up, Then you can join them there, anil all 
I've happily together again. Now is not that a good 
plan, my love? Heaven h: is put it iiilomy mi nd, through 

(he intercession — well, well. Heaven has .suggested iti 
and wc will sec at once about parrying it into execution.'' 
But no arguments could induce Thamar lo leave her 
father under the present state of affairs. How eould 
her absence l>o accounted! for without causing Litu the 
greatest anxiety and agitation. She might just as -well 
ha vn enlightened him aa to the character of his future 
son-in-law. Tlien there was another reason, one which in 
itself quite decided her to remain- She had been brought 

up to obey strictly the Mosaic law in regard to the rest of 
the Sabbath. "How could I set out on this journey just 
as the great S:ibbatb of the year is beginning! " she said. 
Salome had not thought of that. "The Sabbath 1'' 
Bhe exclaimed. "Oh that, removes all dithVultv. It will 
i«- quits time enough for yon lo start, tomorrow evening, 
for until i ben Klen&ir will not (hire to move a finger 

against you." 

Tuamar *n* Dot <|iiilc so sure of that: she Bnspprted 
that a man who was capable of each deliberate crimes, 
would not shrink from a slight transgression of the law. 
She communicated her douhta to Salome, and then 
timidly suggested: "We must ask the protection of 
some wilier champion against these people, The Itoiuan 
Governor perhaps." 

"What are you thinking of, child! He is naid not to 
have his equal for injustice and rapacity." 

"Or the High I'riesl!" 

"Alas, within the last few years king Agrippn has 
appointed ami deposed at least a dozen High -Priests. 
To their shame l« it told, they purchased their post, 
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and thon endeavoured to recoup therosel ves by the prac- 

<>f imniy. Since the sceptre departed from Jndah, 

\. mill's stuff lias been in the hand of very few mat of 
principle." 

"Woe betide Israel, if that be no! » Tli:imar said with 
:i sigh. Then after a brief pause she added colouring, 
iiinl with some enibarrawinent in lier manner; "If [could 
only let that noble Centurion, who rescued us from tint 
liandB of the brigands know the dlfflenltj we are in, he 
Would very probably give lis advice and "assistance." 

Salome did not require to be very quieksighted to 
see into the young girl's heart. The Item an Captain 
had made a good impression on her too, she thought he 
seemed high- minded and well- principled. Itut he was 
Q heathen. Would it be right on her part to bring this 
"laughter of Israel into closer contact with this young 
Roman, to allow her to become better acquainted with 
him. perhaps to her spiritual harm! The Lord God had 
Strictly prohibited the union of a daughter of His chosen 
people with the Canaauitea on account of the danger of 
her falling into idolatry. And since the time of Ksdras 
the more zealous Jews considered the law prohibiting 
them to join in marriage with the other heathen nations 
iw binding upon them. 1 ) She hesitated before answeri ng: 
Tliniiuir guessing her thought, said: "I did not mean to 
write to him myself. That would hardly be the correct 
thing to do. hut if you would be so obliging as to write 
a few lines — t " 

Salome still deliberated for a few moments ns to 
what course she should pursue. Then she determined 
to send Kliud, who had just returned with the news that 
neither in the valley nor elsewhere had he encountered 
any suspieiony-looking strangers, to Jerusalem with a 
note to her husband, to the effect that they were afraid 
of being attacked by a pewerfol enemy, and if he thought 
right, would he go to the Governor's palace, and look up 
the Centurion Lucius, who had brought the Kahbi to 
them the bight before, and send him to protect them. 
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This note was written, in Aramaic. Salome at the 
saine time gave the messenger oue in Greek, addressed 
to the CeuturivD. Thanmr hud written it, but in her 
hostess' name. The orders Salome gave to her servant 
were as follows: "If you should meet KhwMiw on the 
way, or find him nt Scraphia's or Nfcanor's house, g"ive 
both I ho letters to him. If you do tint, find him, po to 
the Governor* a palace and ask for the young Itoaian 
owner who was here la-s|, night. His name is LlU'lllS, 
shall you remember that! " 

"Yes, yes, a tumdnoiiw! young fellow, I sliall know 
llltn apiin," Kliml replied. 

'•Very well, give bin) the letter with Ilia red band 

and the Greek letters, but give it into uo other hands 
but his — do you understand ? Xow make haste, so as to 
reach the city before the Sabbath begins." 

"Then may I spend the Sabhath in Jerusalem !'' the 
young man as~ked with ft delighted look. 

"Yes, to too sure, only be ijniek," Salome nrped. 
Then turning to Thaniar she said- "Now we have done 
our part, and the rest we must leave to God."' 



CIIAFTKn 12. 
A Night of Trouble in Be than la. 

When the messenger liad left Betbania, it was high 
time to prepare for the Paschal feast. It appears that 
the converts from Judaism observed the Mosaic law in 
this respect, aw long its tlie temple remained standing. 
Accordingly Salome hastened to prepare nil that wan 
required, the wine, the bitter Iierlw, the unleavened 
bread, which had been baked iu tlie morning, the condi- 
ments nnd the lamb, which was slaughtered and roasted 
in strict conformity to tho instructions gi ven in (.lie law. 
In the absence- of the master of tlie house, who was ex- 
pected to r<-t hi 11 before evening closed in, Silas recited 

tin: prayer ». Ho then point wl out, a-, ho Inn I heard 

Eusebilisdo, that 1lie Inn- PaBGhal lamb, of uiio.se dt*ath 

upon the cross the Iamb extended on cross-spits was 
emblematic, hud already been slain for the sins of the 
world; and that the paschal ceremonies served rather 
to commemorate tlie deliverance of mankind out of the 
servitude of sin, than Israel's release from Egyptian 
bondage, 

TImmar listened in astonishment ; for the first time 
the myatto meaning of the Paschal lamb presented itself 
to her mind, and she asked herself if It could be that 
the Messiah was really figured by the Iamb dressed on 
cross- spits, and if it wen? possible that He had suffered 
death upon tlie cross in order to purchase spiritual 
freedom for mankind. In the morning she had indig- 
nautly repudiated the idea of a Messiah made to suffer, 
loaded with ignominy ; now involuntarily she asked her- 
self whether the man who bore death with such heroic 
con rage might not after all be the Messiah foretold by 

the prophets. 

This idea left her no rest, when later on, she was 
waU-hinj* beside her father. Khe had itisisted upon sit- 
ting up with hi m that night, and Salome had retired to her 

(131) 
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chamber, alter seeing that all t he doors were well boiled. 
The Itahbi oottld not get any rest. His wound seemed 
more painful ; besides this he felt certain from Tliuurai's 
m:iiuier, (hough she tried to coureal her agitation, that 
something had happened. lie made several attempts 
to speak, but the swollen state of his tongue prevented 
him from articulating distinctly, and his daughter 
lagged him to desist from these efforts, as they would 
only make hiss throat worn*. Then he asked her for the 

tubli-ts arid wrole: "Von are uneasy aboul something. 

Tell 1110 what is the matter." 

f ii vain Thamar did her utmost to set her father's 
mind at rent, by assuring him that she hoped lleujattiin 
would soon be restored to them. She told him that the 
brigands had not mentioned any sum as the amount of 
the ransom, only asked what he would offer, and that 
retarded the negotiations. Then it occurred to her that 
her father would inquire how much she had offered, and 
she would have to enter upon a long explanation of the 
whole affair. In order to prevent him from asking she 
changed the conversation, Baying abruptly: "Father, 
our hosts who received us so kindly, regard Jesus of 
Nazareth as the true Messiah." 

No sooner were the words out of Thamar's lips than 
she regretted the unfortunate speech ; foi her father 
Started up with kindling eyes and with a violent effort 
he ■ejacuhiN-d (fee won!: The carpenter's sou! Then the 
blood began to trickle afn-sli out of his mouth. lie paid 
no heed to this, Imt began to Hcribble on the tablets with 
feverish has!'*. 

"KiiHier, Kiither, you will kill yourself!" Thamar 
expostulated, now fairly frightened. "Prey, pray do 
not excite yourself in this way about nothing at all! I 
promise you thry shall not persuade me to adopt their 
opinions until yon owe thoroughly examined them. I 
know full well that the Messiah will be a majestic ruler, 
that kings and peoples from the ends of the earth will 
come to pay Him homage, that throuch nim Israel 
shall rule all nations, that He la the Prince of Pesfcce, 
the great Law-giver, that Ho is called the Father of 
future ages, that lie shall wield the sceptre of His 
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Father David for evermore — anil now it is already 
more than a quarter or a century since the death, the 
ignominious death of the Hazarite. Vo not be afraid 
Father, Thamar is not to bo lured away so easily (roni 
Iho faith am! the hope of her forefathers!" 

A gratified smile passed over the Kohbi's counte- 
nance. He kissed his dauyhter'R forehead and then 
lay back on his pillows. But it was long liefore he 
recovered his composure. He Inquired in willing why 
his entertainer had not let Ananus and Klcazar know 
that he was there. Ho only half trusted this friendly 
Nazarile, and regretted having confided the two bags 
containing so largo a portion of hit* fortune to his cure. 
He would teare the house an noon as he could lie move*!, 
and he told his daughter she must make her oseaiw, and 
in her own person seek help in Jerusalem. — Thamar 
promised she would do this as soon as the law enjoining 
the Sabbath, rest should permit, mean-while she assured 
him that, apart from their false belief, Ilio people (bey 
were with weie anything but objectionable Gradually 
the Rabbi calmed down, and shortly before midnight he 
fell asleep. Weariness closed his daughters eyes also, 
and valiantly ns she struggled against it, her head 
dropped on to her father's bed and she was soon in a 
sound sleep. 

She was suddenly roused by a lond knocking and 
shotting, and before she was fully awake, Salome ap- 
peared in the doorway with a lamp, Iwekoning to her in 
apparently the greatest alarm. Of course the noise 
awoke the Rabbi. Thamar promised to come back and 
tell him as soon as she found out what the disturbance 
was. begging him not to agitate himself unnecessarily; 
she then ran out into the hall. 

"A ff liolo troop or men, the Temple-guards it appears, 
have surrounded the house and demand admittance," 

Kalome said, her countenance blanched with terror. 
"Only listen how they aret shouting; they will break 
the doors in ! For God's sake, what is to become of yon, 
my ehiWlT How I wish my husband were here! " 

Sara here joined the group, declaring they would a-11 
lie murdered. Was there no back-door, she said, no 
way of escape T 
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"Who is- the leader of the troop, and what does he 
demand I 1 ' Thamar Inquired, pale but self-possessed. 
"Opcii one of the windows and let ine speak to ihe men." 

"What are you thinking of, my love 7" cried the old 
nurse. li So doubt it is your delightful bridegroom, 
come to carry yon off. You are lost, if once you let 
him see you. Vou imir-t fly, and il there la no way of 
flight, we must hide yon. Qnlek, dear lady, yon sorely 
know some, place where my poor dear lamb can be kept 
from lh« jaws tiff the wolf." 

Thamar eonld not deny the wisdom of Sam's ndneo. 

Why should she give herself in lln- power of Ihis wreteh- 
ed Kleazar if it could lw prevented! And when Salome 
said : ''San> is <juite right," she ill lowed herself lo be 
concealed in a cupboard in the kitchen, before tlic door 
of which, as it was not fully closed| the two women 
hastily piled up a number of faggots. 

Then Salome went to Hie frontdoor and told Silas to 
open it, while slio herself, with Sara, took refuge in the 
sitting- room. 

Silas parleyed awhile with the men outside through 
(lie 1H lie grating, ainl when he heard Hint I hey demanded 
instant admittance in the name of Die Captain of the 
'iVrnplc-gnaril, he slowly unbar red the door, complaining 
loudly of Ihis unwarrantable violation of the rest, of the 
Bftbbatll. A boat :* dozen men carrying lanterns and 
1 Oldies i-rowded inlo Ihe hall; amongst litem, to Ihe In- 
finite amazement of (lie honest gardcuer, was a closely- 
veiled woman. 

The leader of Ihe band spoko first. "So here we 

an in this aeet of Naxaritea, who are iiujn&tly detaining 

iny master's promised bride and her dowry. j\s the 
service of Ihe temple, obligee my master to remain, in the 
town, he has sent his wife to fetch his bride. I ami mv 
comrades will hike charge of her marriage portion, and 
I advise you to produce it forthwith, or I shall take the 
whole lot of you before the Chief ■Council, and you will 
all be atoned* an sure as my name is Glezi." 

The Rabbi iii a room close by heard every word that 
was said. What, could the man mean! Had these 
Nazarites really sought to detain his daughter and her 
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portion by force f As far as the dowry was concerned lie 

easily believed it of them, now Unit hv knew -what their 

ert^cd was, and had they not attempted to pervert his 
daughter to their accursed doctrines! She had not said 
that in so many words, but the manner in which she 
talked to him about it made him suspicions. In his 
heart he thanked JClea/ar for having sent a division of 
tlie Temple-guard to carry off him and hi* daughter fry 
night from this robber's den. He made an effort to rise 
and go out (o liis son-in-law's envoy, but his strength was 
not equal to it and lie fell back on his bed with a nigh. 

The Rabbi heard a woman's voice next, but she 
spoke so gently that he could not cntrh what shn said. 
Hut he heard Giczi's rejoinder: "There she is! And by 
my grandfather's beard, not over young and beautiful. 
You Iiave not much occasion to be jealous of her, Itachel. 
But who cares for a smooth skin, if the money-lwgs are 
heavy enough, and old age bus its. recommeiidutioiiB, 
death saves all trouble about bills of divorce. Ha, ha, 
it is a good job that the nuptial journey should be made 
by night! And on your wedding-day, good lady, let me 
advise you to keep your veil well over your lovely 
countenance." Again peals of laughter reached the 
sick man's ear. 

What was the meaning of it all t Rabbi Sadoe never 
suspected that the leader of the company had mistakeu 
Bam far his daughter. But Tlmmar, who from her h id. 
in :- place followed every word, understood everything 
and was intensely anxious to know what answer ber 
na.se would make. After a few agitated cries Sura 
seemed to acquiesce in her fate. ''The faithful old soul," 
said Tharnar to herseLf, "she is su tually going (o sacri- 
fice herself for me," and she hesitated as to whether she 
ought not to deliver her nurse from the unpleasant po- 
sition iu which she was. But what harm mold happen 
lo-hpi't Eleazur would assuredly lot the old woman go. 
when he found out the mistake his men had made, and 
his anger would Fall on the blockhead in command of 
them. And she thought with a shudder of what ber 
position would l>e, had she fallen into the hands of the 
CtoptaiD of the Temple-guard. 
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Presently she heard the leader -of the band giving 
orders to losid the camels with the bales of poods which 
liiid Ixth found, and which Silas asserted to be the 
property of the wounded Rabbi. "Have yon nothing 
e!s« in your keeping? Kogold, notrinkeis! I will wring 
your neck if I find you are concealing a single shekel 
from me, 1 ' tlie same rough voice (hat had spoken so 
loudly before was heard lo say. 

"There is nothing more (hat I know- of," Salome's 
voice replied. "What a liar (he woman is!" I In.- Hjibhi 

thought, "she means to cheat us of the two l«ign I gave 
into her husband's saMuvpiiu*. Why does not Him 
messenger Klx'a/ur has sent to rescue us out of this den 
of thieves come ho inn, mid siidt me about (he treasure I 
brought here with met" 

liujniry was in fact at that very moment being made 
about the Ba-bbi. The answer given was (hat he was 
seriously ill and must not lie disturbed, much less could 
he be conveyed to Jerusalem that night. The leader's 
voice was then heard to say: "I have no orders about 
that. My master told rue to bring the bride and her 
dowry, and since we have got both of them, we may as 
well go, so BS to be buck by daybreak. Fetch a pitcher 
or two of wine for my men! In (be meantime 1 will 
make a close inspection <»f the premises. Bring torches." 

"I understand, you arch-rogue, you hope to (md a 
few gold eggfl tor your own nest," was the reflection 
Tliam:ir made to herself. 

"Now be will come to me at last, ami I shall Im* able 

to tell hiin about Mm- l«o bags, that I entrusted to Uks 
Nasartte" tlie Kabbi thought, as lie tried to sit up. 
"The fellow my future xuii-iiMaw sent must be a bom 
fool, if he ililnKs he is to leave me lying here among 
these blasphemers." 

At that juncture Hadoc heard a voice exclaim : "Look 
out Oiezi, there are aome horsemen coming! " 

Indecision ami confusion seemed to prevail for some 
moments. "They arc brigands!" — Bring the bales in- 
doors!— "Bolt the gates"— O you cowards, can you not 
defend yourselves! — The Kabbi heard the Intruders 
rn lining hither and thither, while the Stamp of horses* 
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hoofs, the shouts of Arabs, the clang of weapons became 
audible without. 

•'Hurrcndcr, you are outnumbered, or by Hagar our 
mother, you are dead men!" a threatening voice was 
heard to cry. 

"They actually have surrendered ! they are unbolting 
the doors!" the Itnbbi groaned aloud. 

3n fact at the sight of the brigands Ciezi's cowardly 
followers laid down their arms without striking a blow", 
in spile of all their leader could do. "It is no joko to 
have dealings with these sons of Belial," one of these 
mercenaries remarked as he opened the door of tint house. 

Kheik Mardoch and several of his men culered with 
a scornful laiurh, saying: "We are infinitely obliged to 
you, good sim, for saving us the trouble of loading the 
camels. Xow Land over I lit- I wo bugs of money to us, 
and then you can proceed in peace to Jerusalem and 

inform the valiant Blensar that, in Niece disturbed times 

Sheik Murdoch thought well to take the marriage por- 
tion into his safe-keeping, till Ken (iioras at least should 

l>e set at liberty! Ami with regard bo the bride — wli;it. 
is that the woman? — Can that be she! By the roses of 
Jericho, I do not grudge her to him. But I fancy I 
saw that face somewhere lately." The Sheik recognized 
S:u:i for the servant, but comprehending the triek that 
was to l»e played on the Captain of the, Temple-guard, 
a sly smile hovered at mud his lips, and he concluded: 
"That is as it should be; take the bride to my worthy 
friend, hand over the money-bags to me and depart in 
peace." 

Neither Giezi nor Salome knew anything at all about 
the money-bags. In vain did the Sheik threaten them 
with torture and death it they would not give them up. 
CJiezi and his men were searched, but nothing was found 
on them, and the Arab Chief perceived that Salome was 
speaking the truth. He concluded that the Babbi must, 
have kept his treasure in his own possession, anil 
insisted on being enntliieled so him. Now Sad.oe con- 
gratulated himself on having given the twigs into his 
host's safe-keeping, as he stood a. much lietter chance of 
recovering them ol him, by aid of the authorities, than 
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oi ever seeing them again, if they got into the hands ol 
the brigands. Accordingly he wrote upon the tablets 
that the two iKigs wen? in Eusebius' charge. 

*'Is that your husband V the- Sheik said, addressing 
Salome. Ami on her answering in the nlhnnative, he 
continued : "Very well. In that rase I hope I shal] get 
those two bags. You shall come hack wilh dm to the 

ramp as a hostage; and yon young man—" butting to 

Silas — ''win Ml your master that if he doefl not send 

tin- two bags, just as he received I hem from Die 1 tabid, 
ii|> to our i-inip under the lone ilex liefore the moon, 
now full, roadies her last quarter, his wife shall be put 
to a CTOel death. Now we will lie off!" 

Tin- Sheik ami his followers had ap]H'ared on the 
scene like the whirlwind which sweeps over the samls 
of the dysprt, and as if borne on the; wings of the wind 
they departed, carrying their booty with them. They 
were gone before Giesi nud his men could recorer from 
their bewilderment, and before- the sick man on his 
couch anil Tlmmnr in lior hiding-iilaco could realize 
what had hap pencil. 

"That is a nice end to. the- matter," the leader ol Ihe 
mercenaries presently remarked. '"The dowry is gone 
to tin? four winds of heaven, and whether my master 
will eare one brass farthing lor lln* bride without it, ifl 
quite squcslion. Well, we must take with us what Ihe 
robbers have left, uml van Itarhrl, runs I tell your hus- 
band that we made a valiant defence. There 'were ten 

ofUioseBOiffiOf BeliallooDeofus. I should like lohave 

looked round on my own account, but we mast get home 
before daybreak.' ; 

(iiezigavc orders for the start; the Rabbi entreated 
by signs that lie might be taken w ith the party. But 
all in vein. Gie/.f assured him that the night air might 
do him harm, besides they had only one litter, in wliieli 
there was barely room for the two women. "Stop here 
patiently nntil after the Sabbath; then ICIcaxarwill send 

for you, if he 1 hints il wnrili his while." Willi this poor 

consolation Giezi left the Itnhbi and took his departure. 

Tluiiiuir likened til! the sound of their retreating 

steps had died away, and was in the aet of quitting her 
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hiding-place, in order to go to her father, when the plash 
of arms was again heard in the vicinity of the farm. 
At the spot whore the wnj' to the valley of W'atii II o<t 
branches- oat oi the road to Itethania, the robbers 
encountered and were instantly attacked by 81 troop of 
Koinan cavadry. The, Sheik endeavoured in vain to 
reach the entrance to the ravine, no lie turned back, in 
i i ;■■ hope of escaping by means or a circuit round the 
village. But this manoeuvre brought hint face to face 
willi the company of the Temple-guard. When Giezi 
perceived that the Romans had attacked the Arabs, he 
saw his advantage and determined to take revenge on 
the Sheik. So with lowered lances he Iwule his men 
charge the brigands, who finding themselves a.ssailed 
both in front and in rear, fled to (he right and to the 
left, heedless of the orders of their Chief. In fact the 
Sheik hihiself sOon had to follow I heir ••xainpl.-, h. avoid 
falling into the hands of the Romans. leaving the 
camels to take care of themselves, be galloped, with 
Salome before him on the saddle, and pursued at first 
by a. few horsemen, over cross roads and unhcateu 
paths, owing hie safely at laat. only to the strength tuid 
speed of his arab sfceed. 

••Yonrs wan timely aid." Cie/i cried to the Boman 
Centurion. "Those thieves were within an ace of car- 
rying off the portion of my master's bride, he is the 
Captain of the Temple-pnaroV 

"Do you imagine we are going to be so generous as 
give up to yon these camels with their valuable load f I 
like that!" said the Roman oflieer with a scornful laugh. 
"(Jo and tell your ina.sler, th* valorous Captain of the 
Guard, with, the Centurion MetHius' compliments, that 
if he wishes fo purchase any of the costly fabrics he must 
apply to the Procurator of Judcn, Gessius Floras. For 
I am sent by him to seize these goods, which one of my 
comrades took from the brigands yesterday, and convey 
them to the Pretoriuin. My comrade is not acquainted 
as yet with the customs of this province. And the 
Procurator is also desirous of taking under his protection 
■a beautiful yonng Jewess, who was likewise rescued 
from the brigands. Is she in the litter perhaps t It was 
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most thoughtful of you to bring a litlcr from Jerusalem, 
and il you would! have the goodness to lend me the bearers 
that art* wauled for it, I should consider you the most 
obliging Jew I ever had the good liiek to meet with.'' 

What was Qiezt to dot The thought occurred to 
him, that he could save himself from a scolding l>y no 
better means Mem l»\ tolling hi« luaMer that theltouianti 

had 1;iki'ii both the liridc ami her m:iri'i;igi' portion away 
from hini. Who would have the audacLly to oppose the 
rulers of I h« html In (oi.-cf Accordingly he acquiesced 
in the propositi, and him hand ticcottipanied lit*- Itomau 
Hohliers kick lo Jerusalem. 

The conflict liud Lil.cn place in (lie iiiiiiu-diat*' ni-igli- 
iKirhooil of the house, for the Temple-guardsmen had 
been driven back by the Arabs and the Romans to the 
■wall of the outbuilding where they made n stand. 
Thus Sadoc and Thsunar heard every shout of the com- 
batants, every ulroke of the ringing swortls. Tlnimar 
could no longer bear to renialu in her place of conceal- 
ment, sho must go to see how hor father was. In fuel 
she found him i n a sorry case. In consequence of the 
Violent (■xritvment, his wound had burst open and began 
Co bleed afresh, and as the blood did not ooze through 
the baudagrs, but flowed into the windpipe, the poor 
man was in danger of (suffocation. With the greatest 
difficulty, by coughing and gasping 3ie continued to 

throw up the blood, so as lo draw his breath more 
easily. Bab the reaction after the excitement, and the 
loss of blood occasioned such weakness, that ho had one 
fainting lit after another, and his daughter feared he 
would ('spire in her arms. 

In her anguish Thaiuar called aloud for help, and 
then for the first time became aware that, she was alone 
in the house wil!i her sick father. Silas and tbe other 
men had slipped away while the combat was going on, 
and hidden themselves in a shrubbery on the fide of 
Mount Olivet. Thatnar wruinr her hands am) threw 
herself on the ground beside her father's bed robbing: 
"He is dying, he will die! O God of our fathers, come 
to his astdKtaiiee and to mine!" Then it sudden thought 
struck her, for an instant she hesitated, then as if im- 
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polled by a stipcrnatnral, irresistible force, she added 
the words: "Jesus of Nazareth, if Thou art indeed. Uie 
riwn Messiah and hast power to liflp us poor children 

of Thy people, O torn an eye of pity on 11m and assist 

mi- in my distress!" 

It did not appmir as if her prayer would Ik* granted. 
Her father lay motionless as :i corpse: his hn-atli seemed 
to liavo stopped. Thnmar watched intently in the hope 
of perceiving some sip n of life; none made it-self seen or 
heard. "He is dead, lie is dead!" site sobbed, and over- 
come by grief and exhaustion, she lost- conscioiusness. 

And when the first pale rays of dawn crept into that 

silent chamber, Tliamar was to Ik* sren lying prostrate 
npon the ground licsidc her father's bed iu » dead faint . 



CI I A ITER 13. 

Unpleasant Intelligence for Lucius and llleaz&r. 

Tt wjis already quite dark Ih-Ioiv Salome's messenger 
readied ili-russilrm wilh the, letters. Forgetful of the 
orders he had received to make baste, bo sauntered 
through tlno narrow streets, which were Hi ill crowded 
witli pilgrims going up u» keep the Feast, to the Upper 

Market Place, and knocked aft Scrapliia's door, lthode 
opened it. and in answer to his enquiry told liim that 
Eusel)ins had only stayed there a few minutes, mid that 
he. would |k( found 9 most probably nuiougst the brethren 
in the Cenacle; his nieces had gone thither at short time 
ago. Eli ml might have contented hitusell with this 
information, and gone at once in search of Ids master; 
hud he don* bo, he would in all probability lmve found 

him before the service- begun, and delivered tin* h-lter, 
on the receipt ol which Ivuschius would doubtless have 
hastened back to Bethania. Hut Kliml being young and 
thoughtless, entered into conversation with lthode. 
lthode was. a pun! girl enough, yet on hearing from 
Kimchius' servant what had happened on the preceding 

night, lier cariosity— and what woman i* totally exempt 
from this heritage of Bve*a daughters — led her to stand 
a long l inie talking with him, Wondering to liersel! why 
Martha hud not s;iid :i word to her about the wounded 
Rabbi, Ins beautiful daughter, ami the handsome Itoinan 
olllcer. At length however, Klin remembered that she 
was neglecting bar duty; and sent away the man, bid- 
ding him be quick. "Your master oupht to have had the 
letter long ago," she said. "How foolish of mo to keep 
you chattering here! God forgive mo my earelessness!" 
Blind next directed his steps to the building, called 
by King David's name close by. There lie was told by 
the porter that divine worship had commenced, and the 
letter could not be delivered without interrupting the 

(142) 
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service. Had he really hud orders to deliver the letter 

just at the time of the Feast! 

Salome Lad not said that expressly, so Blind toft the 
note written in Aramaic with the porter, charging liim 
to give it to F.nsebius as soon as Iho. service was cou- 
cluiled. He then slowly crossed the market-place (0 
the Palace, debating in his own mind, whether under the 
eiraomstanoes, the note was to be given to HieOenfiozion. 

Whilst lie was passing CadaphBB' palsice, revolving 
these thoughts in his mind, to bis astonishment lie saw 
nn armed force issuing from the gateway. "Whatever 
are they going to do on the night of the Sabbath f And 
they have actually got a litter with them?" ho said to 
hinisclf. As the men passed by him at a quick pare, 
lie thought he heard the word of command: "To Hie 
Gate of the Fountain." Though th<> Poiinluln-gato led 
by the side of the pool of Siloam l«> Bothania, and Blind 
asked one of the men if they wen going thither, the 
soldier answered yes, rather crossly; ma when l.he In- 
qnlsitivs stranger "wenl ob to inquire what liny wanted 

there in the night of the Sabbath, he told him it was no 
business of his, ami pushed him away with the biltt end 
of Ids lance. 

*'Oho," Kliod said, "what a polite gentleman! Surely 
one may ask a friendly qnssUon," And as lie walked 
on, a little ruffled, he thought In himself whatever could 
these liireil Temple-giiarda want in RHhnnia at that 
time of night. Finally he came lo the conclusion that 
Eusehins might have hogged the Chief Council to send 
them to protect his house from the attacks of the bri- 
gands, or, ami this idea had a greater appearance of 
truth, the escort and the litter were sent to convey the 

Rabbi in safety to Jerusalem. 

"The guard) my mistress wanted to defend her from 
the- brigands of whom she was so much afraid will not 
he wiinled now." the messenger argued, and debated 
within himself, whclhnr he might not just as well go and 
look up some friends and relatives in the quarter of (ho 
town culled Bowtha. Quickly deciding to do this, for 
he was no friend to long discussions, he took a short 
cat to the Gate of Ephrahn, which led through the 
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northern wall of the old cily lo the new pari, telling him- 
self that lie would be uble to get. hack to King David's 
house loin; Iiefore the conclusion of the se-rvicte. 

Itut when be reached the Gate of Bphraim, he found 
:i tolerably numerous troop of Roman cavalry wailing 
tin -re. and one of the watchmen an noli iiccd in a low videe 
first in Lath) and then in firoken Aramaic:, that a reward 
of ten sestertii, a sum equivalent lo about thirty 
cciils. ma offered to any our who would nerve as it 
guide In nIkiw this company the- neaivsl. road lo Jlethnma. 
"Another hand of armed men going In Itclliauiu, what 
can he I ho reason of that!" ElimI asked himself in 
astonishment. Ho drew nearer to we if after all. the 
4 Yiiiurioii Lucius was Captain of the band, lie eonlil 
Dot sco hint, so he inquired the name of the officer in 
Command, ami was told that it was Metilius. Having 
Iteard that officer mentioned ns a favorite of the Gover- 
nor whom nil hated, lie was altout to turn away, when 
the gate-keeper caught, him l>y the arm saying, ''You 
may just as well aet as guide, my good friend, for you 
do not, seem to be one) of the zealous sort of Jews who 
an- eat ing lam hand niazxoth in their houses, ;md declare 
with a saitclinionious fair that tt»6 law forbids tliem to 
lake a little Walk Ho Efielhauia ami return with ten scs- 
icriii in their pocket." 

ThB servant excused himself by saying he had an 
urg;cnl letter lo deliver Mi the < Vnlurioii Lucius, and 
on that account Donltl nol possibly :ict as their guide. 
"Produce llie letter!'' cried Uuulceurion Of Hie guard. 
"Lucius tin- Centurion will shorlly be round here to 
look after the Hi'iil ries. anil then I will give it to lit in. 
"It appears," lie added, turning to oue of his comrades, 
that the Procurator is not particularly fond of that 
fellow Lucius, or lie would not have |>ul him in charge 
of the guard the first •■veiling he is here, instead of ask- 
ing liim lo dinner, to meet the Legate." 

Kliud's asseverations that he was bound to deliver 
tin" missive into Lucius' own hands would have availed 
nothing, had not. a guide put in an appearance at the 
right moment, who was glad to earn the wage. Metilius 
rode off at once with his company through the gate of 



X.UC1CS FLA.YU3. 1*10 

the old city, in the direction of tlic Sheep's gate, towards 
the oast. Kliud, who sosiwoted this troop sent oil by 
the Governor, for whom every one had an ill word, to 
be on no good errand, determined to wait for Lucius 
there, nod deliver the letter to him in neroon. 

Opposite to the gate was a tavern kept by an old 
Jew named IssachaT for the benefit of tlie KOldfcnj 01 
tho guard, and by day and by night Roman soldiers 
might I* seen sitting (here. The messenger also Itftoob 
himself thither and called for a drink. The BomatDB 
tried to persuade him to join them in throwing dice, in 
the hone of getting a few qcrm oat of his pocket, and 
the young fellow, who found the wine of Hebron rather 
heady, would prolnblj have heen induced In ntuke 
something on a throw, but happily for him. the clang of 
horses' hoofs was heard, and the decurion railed out 
the men to present arms. 

It was the Centurion Lucius who came riding Op; 
Blind knew him by his white horse and his comely coun- 
tenance, on which the burning pitch threw a ruddy glow. 
He hnKleucd op to the officer, hnnding him tho letter 
with the words : "It is from Bethania, read it at once." 
"From -Bethania!" ejaculated Lupins, making » sign 
to the decurion to bring a torch, by the light of which 
he glanced at the few lines contained in the missive. 
"Salome— I dhl BO* thiuk that was the name of the 
Habhi's beautiful daughter." 

"NoriHit, her name is Thamar," the man replied. 
"But those elegant Greek characters are her handwrit- 
ing. Salome, my mistress cannot write Greek." 

"And who is the powerful enemy by whom she is 
threatened 1" _ 

"Ob, Salome is terribly afraid of the brigands, 8he 
sent mo ont again and again to look if they were in 
Bight, but 1 saw nothing of them. Now that a division 
of the Templet-guard and a company of your eavu.n* 
have gone over to Bethania, alio will have protection 
enough and to spare." 

The decurion here staled that MetiltnB had gone to 
Bethania With a troop of horsemen, for the purpose of 
fetching certain valuables and a fair maiden for the 
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Procurator. "You would have spared him the tronble 
of tibia excursion by night, if you lunl hut drought the 
booty away yourself, nud what is more, you would have 

fou ml ii way into Gessins Florinr" good gracefl. But 

you seem to have learnt nothing of our customs in this 
province, while you were under ("eslius (hillns." 

"Are we K-omans or robbers," Lucius exclaimed in- 
dignantly. "We shall see whether the Legate dOtt not 
forbid such proceedings. Keep thin niesKciigcr hero in 
the guard-room until I return." .So saying he turned 
hiH home's hciwl and galloped up lint iiairow ,-invi in 
the direction of the palace. 

'•Mind you do uol burn your fingers my lino follow/' 
muttered lite deeiirhm, as he watched tlie oflicer with a 
somewhat discomfited expression. "That would he a 
pity ; Bee how well he sits his horse." 

When the Centurion readied the court-yard of the 
castle, he threw his bridle to the sentry and ran up the 
marble stairs two steps at a time. In the atrium, which 
W&B brilliantly lighted up, he said to> one of the slaves 
who were carrying glasses and pitchers of wine into the 
banqueting; hall : "Ask Claudius Lysias to come out to 
me at once, but let no one else hear." The loud laughter 
of men over their etiiw, the sweet sounds of flute siml 

cymltals and merry songs were heard in the hull, and 
the fig unts of female dancers flitted by when the si ave 
with his piieliers of wine pushed the curtain aside. 
Lin-ins. wailing; impatiently, was debating whether he 
could not enter the triclinium while the dancing was 
going on, and 8MMU66 the Procurator to the Legate before 
all the company of carrying off a young damsel, when 

the Tribune appeared. 

"Well, what is up now! Have you eome to announce 
a general insnrreotimi ol tSie Jewst Have they got pos- 
session of the gales i" he asked. 

"I have something to tell which is really enough to 
make the measure ol disaffection overflow, and cause a 
popular rising," the Centurion replied. He then drew 
the Tribune aside and told him what he had just heard 
at the gate of Ephmiiu. 

"That certainly is revolting injustice—" 
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"It is shameful, shameless, intolerable," interposed 
Lucius- 

"We must add it t© the other accusations which are 
to bo laid before the Legato at an opportune time. At 
present nothing can be done.' ' 

"Something must be done," cried (he Centurion. 
"I will not li;i vi- this maiden, this nohlc ; pure maiden, 
whose father has just met with such a misfortune, fait 
into the hands Qf that libertine, were (heY Jewa (en 
times over. Cannot you procure me an interview with 
Ccstins. < i : 1 1 1 1 1 - at oncot" 

"That is likely, while this merry symposium is in 
fall swing, anil ho has paid court far too freely already 
to the goodl wine of Cyprus! What are you thinking oft" 

"Well then relieve me of the duly of inspecting the 
sentries, and give me a few hours' leave ot Absence. If 
I c:tn prevent it, that girl shall not In? exposed t« rough 
handling en the part of our BOldlQrB, and on no cousid- 
eration snail Floras get her into liis i>ower." 

Lysias stared nt his young friend. ''You are very 
venturesome on behalf of that Jewess! Jtut I urn sure 
yotii' intentions are irreproachable. I wish our procur- 
ators had somewhat of yonr sense of justice ; the Hainan 
enifiire would then stand on a firmer basis. "Well, I will 
send, someone else to look to the guard, mid I grant you 
twelve liiiii is' leave of absence. Of course yon mast in' 

prepared bo take the consequences of your interference 
in rrhat the Governor will call his rights, ud \ on « ill 
not find them very agreeable." 

"I will take the consequences!" Lueioa exclaimed 
as lie hurried l>ack t*> the Gate. 

The Tribune Lysiast looked after him with feelings of 
admiration saying to himself: "If I <lid not know 
that he worshipped our pods, I should really tflkc that 
young fellow for a Christian. It is not orteu that young 
men of such good moral character come from Koine! " 

Almost at the same time that, the Centurion Lucius 
left the city by the Sheep's gate, Metilius with hi? troop 
of horse and Oiezi with his men, reluming from liWhania, 
entered through the Gate of the Fountain by the pool of 
Silo-am . The two companies did not nart company until 
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they reach oil I he Upper Market, (iiezi having made one 
more effort l-o obtain possession of at least a portion of 
ill*- spoil for his master. "He may outsider himself 
lucky that the Procurator given his wife, up to him 
without exacting a ransom," Mctilius said in a sarcastic 
manner, while the unfortunate Knehol was getting out 
of the litter in fear and trembling; she knew, poor 
woman, the reception that awaited her. ''Meanwhile 
we will take the l>ride on to Klorns. What does your 
master w : ■ a 1 1 (<• harden liim.se II willi I mo wives for!"' 

Klcazar was impatiently looking forth" return of his 
band, :iml for this reason he had already an hour Itefore 

dioniiflsed the leading men of the faction of (he Zealots, 
who had held a meeting by nighl in his hotue. To Iiis 
great, annoyance, it had l>een decided In the assembly to 
j-ansom Ben Gioras, the majority of those who were 
proseni wishing to entrust him, to (tie exclusion of 
Eleazar, with the leadership of the insurrection. It wan 
hoped by this step to ensure the assistance of the chief 
of the brigands whoso members were estimated at about 
ten thousand armed men, and also to gain the oo-opera- 
tion of Sheik Murdoch, his ally, against the Romans. 
The conspirators had begged Hleazor to renonnco, at 
least for ;t season, the leadership of the movement in 
favour of ltcn (iioras, and he had been obliged, whether 
he WOOld or no, to yield hi Hit' persuasions of his friends. 
With the exception of this point, all his Oilier pro- 
posals had been ugreed to. The unanimous opinion was 
a blow must ln> struck, and that without delay. A pre- 
text could soon lie found in some one of the Governor's 
open acts of injustice, in fact he seemed to invite an 
insurrection. The greater number of the 18,000 men 
employed on the temple works, who were dismissed by 
AgTippa in tin- preceding year, when lie declared Ihe 
building to l>e completed, had been gained over, and 
only a wailed the signal for action. The arsenals at 
Masadn contained weapons and equipments for a whole 
army, smd it would Iw easy to bribe or take by surprise 
the guard of the fortress. As for the lenders of the 
moderate party, who up to that time had frustrated 
every attempt to throw ufl the Iioniau yoke, they must 
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bo put oat of the way by the daggers of the sicarii, to 
whom full liberty would be given in that respect. 

So mnch had been resolve*! upon, an*l EJeaziM" was 
glad of it. But the fact that in (his content for Israel's 
freedom ho was to be subordinate to Minion I5en Gioras 
marred all his pleasure. For about an hour ho paced up 
and down the eourtynrd in a very irate mood, and at 
the end of the time ho had by no means calmed down. 
"Ren Giorns, the brigand- thief oar lender! A brigand- 
Chief the deliverer of Israel oat of bondage! And I, the 
scion of a sacerdotal house, am to be subject to this 
desert thief, and the principal share of the credit is to 
1* his, not mine! Yet the. dowry 1 am to have and my 
father-in-law's money, my money rather, is to hire 
mercenaries and purchase allies! II. is positively mad- 
dening. And now what has become of that fool Giezi 
with bis band 3 Day is breaking in the oast, and they 
have not returned yetJ they ought to have been l>ack 
here long ago." 

At length the noise of arms ami the tramp ot soldiery 
fell on his car, ami he hastened to the gate, to open it 
in person. The party which entered did not look much 
like conquerors returning in triumph with their booty; 
the mercenaries came in with downcast looks and gloomy 
demeanour, followed, not preceded by their leader with 
the unhappy Rachel. 

Bteaxae conld contain himself no longer. "What is 
the meaning of this? Where is the litter with my 
affianced bride? Where are the camels with tho marri- 
age-portion?" he broke out. Before answering, Giezi 
cautiously closed the courtyard gate. lie then said: 
"There is no need to let all the town know that our ex- 
pedition was a failure- It was through no fault of ours, 
we were not wanting either in discretion or valour, as 
your wife ran testily. 1 had already laden the beasts 
with the bales of costly wares, and put the Kabhi's 
daughter into the litter with your wife, when a troop of 
armed men, fifty or a hundred at the least-, came up 
suddenly and in the Governor's name, carried off both 
tht- bride and her dowry. That is all literally true, as 
sure as I stand here." 
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"Then the bride and her portion are now in the 
Pretorinra, in the. power of Floras!" 

"Yes, by this tiino they will be there. They cam© 
with us as far as the TJpper Market " 

"Who was tho officer in command of this gang o>f 
nncirnnmcised Philistines, did you team his nameT " 

"It was the Governor's favorite, Hie Centurion 
Hctilius." 

"He actually said that ho was acting by the Gover- 
nor's orient Think a moment— did he really say tliatt" 

"Ueefrtuinly said no, more than once. Yoiir wife 
and 11 iy comrades here will corroborate what I say." 
And so the soldiers did. 

Then Eleazar clenched his fisls and raised them to 
heaven, exclaiming: "That is a little too much! Now 
he has tilled his cup to the brim! The man whom the 
Emperor sent to preserve law and order in the land, 
dares to carry ofi tho daughter of a high-born son of 
Israel, the affianced brido of the Captain of tin- Tcmple- 
guard. The Procurator guilty of the abduction of a 
maiden! The Chief Coitneil, the whole ot Jerusalem 
shall bear of it, it ahal] lie proclaimed to all Israel, 
assembled to celebraU* Hie Keast ! \V*e must indeed havo 
Water instead of blood in our veins, if these tidings do 
not rouse u.s to break our chains I Glezi, yon must come 

with me id once to the temple, the Chief Council will 
assemble there al daybreak." 



CHAPTER 14. 
In the Temple. 

"While Elcazar hastened to the temple with Iiis ser- 
van), Kurlio! entered the honsc with a sorrowful mien. 

In spite of all her troubles bhe hail nut hn-jr«ill*'ii that 
Natbaimel, her h ok band's younger brother, had en the 
previous evening, before she heard anything til the noc- 
turnal expedition to Itethania, beggesd her to call him 
very early on the morrow. The fact was, he hud just com- 
pleted his twelfth year, the age at which the Jews first 
allowed boys to be admitted Into (he Court of the Men, 
and he was to exercise his privilege for Hie first, t itue at 
the Feast of the Passover. For weeks before Nnili:ii>:u-1 
hud talked and dreamt ot nothing else, looking forward 
eagerly to the cluy when, on the early dawn, iis s«ioii aw 
the gates of the temple were opened, he should enter the 
sacred preeincts. Wherefore Kachcl woke him l>efore 
it was fully Iij>3it, and helped him to dress himself in 
the sky-blue tunic and coloured ephod, after she had 
smoothed his early hair, and anointed it with a few 
drops of fragrant OH. 

"Bat who is to take you in, child of my heart 1" she 

asked tho boy. "Bleawr has already gone' to the temple 

on urgent business." 

"Dear, dear, whatever bnsinesscan he have on the 
great Feast of the Passover, when all business is to be 
suspended! He promised to take mo as far as the 
priests' vestry, and explain everything to me. And you 
and Ruth must not venture further than the door that sep- 
arates the Court, of Women from the Court of tho Men !" 

"For my part, 1 am not in a Joyous mood, I cannot 
rejoice as it behooves a child of Israel to do on the 
com mem oration -day of the exit from Egypt, and there- 
fore I had better stay at home. But your cousin Joseph 
Ben Matthias, who taught you to write the Greek char- 
acters, will take you with him right willingly. Make 
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haste, ran across to him, and ask him very politely. It 
is quite light now, he will be going soon." 

Tli.- boy in his gay festival-attire Itoiinded like a deer 
across l in- street to the house of Joseph the scribe. He 
arrived just at the right time, Joseph was in the aet of 
going up to the temple. So he look the merry boy, of 

whom he was fond, by the hand, and said kindly: 
"There is au assembly of the Chief Council to l»e held 
before tin- morning sacrifice, but the Ilighl'riesUs and 

princes of the people are often a litlle late. (N»iiu? along, 

I .-hall bo able l«» .show yon what LS most Worth seeing." 

Wlieu they had readied the T.wttpenu Valli-y, and 

we ii' mounting; the steps which) conducted (o the platform 
on which the temple stood, in the company of many 
other pilgrims, Joseph directed the boy's attention to 
the massive nub- struct lire which supported B oonuder- 
able j>ortion of the outer court, and the colonnades sur- 
rounding it. Enormous piles, formed uf huge blocks 
of -stone, supported the gigantic edifice. 

"These foundations," Joseph explained, "cost more 
than the whole uf the magnificent temple that rests upon 

them. They were laid In part by Solomon, and up to 

last year thousands of workmen have been employed in 
eXtoudlOg I hem and adding to their strength. Now the 

temple is at last finished, ami it. win remain standing 

mi lil the end of I hue. K.ir what power on catth is cap- 
able of OVeitDrniUK Halls of sneh massive masonry?" 

'•in the Interior of these are underground flights- of 
steps ami pOBSagOl which conduct to the precincts of 
the sanctuary. tJiezi tobl mi' Kleu/ar often goes that 

way when he has secret eonforeuws with the High- 
," Is'allianael said with an air of importance. 

*'lt is very imprudent uf ( Jiezi lo tell you such things 
and the beet thing yon cau do is to keep them to your- 
self." the- Kcri)ie replied. 

By that time they had ascended the steps and passed 
through the gateway into the west colonnade. Opposite 
to them was the wall of the sanctuary of sanctuaries, 
constructed of marble of a dazzling whiteness, about 
17a feet high, towering over them like a cOlOSfla] snow 
mountain. The Scribe pointed out to the boy the huge 
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size of the blocks which Solomon had caused to be 
brought from the quarries. "Tin: cornenrtOBO over 
there," lie said, "is "0 feet long and over 7 feet broad, 
mul there arc others of equal dimensions hi the edifice. 
It in i'.. -i ' ■: .in - >i . 1 1 i-nsr.< -ii how these blocka of marble 
could Ik? transported from a distance,' 1 

' 'The spirits of the air are said to hare helped) Solo- 
mon," Naihanael remarked sagely. "He had a magical 
Tiny, when lie turned it round on his finder, the heaviest 
stones flew through the air and deposited themselves 
wherever he wished. My nurse told me nil about that," 

"One might almost imagine Hint to be the real 6X- 

phumlion,'' said Joseph with a smile, as he conducted 
the boy onward through the Court of the Gentiles, which 
was paved with beautiful mosaics, to I he eastern aide of 
the temple. 

At that moment a tram pet- blast from the roof of the 
temple, echoing over the houses of the town, announced 
the dawn of the feasl day, and Hit- Ural rays ©I I be Bron 
lit up the roof of the temple, causing the gold plates 

wherewith they were covered to glow with a rosy light. 

Twenty stalwart men were won to push open the two 
halves of the gate of Corinthian bronze, the cast gateway 
of the temple, known as the Corinthian or lleanliful 
Gate. "Look," Joseph whispered to the boy at his 
side, "those men have to exert all their strength to push 
those gates back on their hinges, the weight of them is 
BO tremendous. The doors art' 52 feet bij^li and 2ft feet 
wide. That hronavwork lias hardly its equal in the 
whole world. It is far more eostly and richer than the 
other eight gates whieh are of cedar-wood, overlaid with 
plates of gold and silver. They too are being opened 
now. Look how the thousands and thousands of pil- 
grims, many of whom have passed the night in the 
cloisters of the outer court, are now pouring like a liv- 
ing Htream through these nine portals into the interior 
of the temple." 

Joseph now approached tb-e. enclosure, or stone rail- 
ing, at the entrance to which notices were suspended, in 
Greek and Latin, warningf Jenliles not to proceed further 
under pain of death. The high wall of the terrace which 
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run round t)io inner conrt of the temple formed the last 
boundary which enclosed the house of God. It was with 
a feeling of awe Unit the boy ascended the twelve steps 
lending to the Corinthian gat e. 

The temple formed an obhmgof buildings some several 
stories in height, divided! in the middle by :i transverse 
structure iiito two large inner courts shut nil in the west 
by the sanctuary itself. Joseph mid N :it !■:■ nnol now 

entered the outer Cou it, tli** Court of Women. The Seribe 

pointed out to his; companion the 1 \vo enormous columns 
which supported Hie porch, 65 feet hiiili and about 12 
feel in girth, carved out ol a single block of stone. 

[tut tho boy |>iucl tilth; attention to these statistics, 
which conveyed no meaning (o his miiul. IK; was long- 
ing to penetrate into the interior, and lie crossed tho 
Court of the "Women, with a, hasty step. He scarcely 
vouchsafed to cast a glance Jit the galleries, which were 
rapidly filling: with closely-veiled figures, but lie gazed 
in astonishment at the two gigantic four-branelied can- 
dlo-Hticks, as he pressed onwards to the splendid gate, 
glittering with gold, that led into the Conrt of Israel. 
He hud however to restrain his impatience while Joseph, 
who was a Pharisee, ostentatiously dropped a coin into 

one or two of the] -l>o\es. After hi* had shown the 

boy the spacious, halls on cither hide, in one of which the 

first-horn of every family was brought to l»e presented 
lo the Lord, they ascended the llijdd of steps, of semi 
circular form, which brought them to I ho threshold of 
the Court of Israel. Only a narrow strip of this court- 
yard, divided by a low stone balustrade from the Court 
of the Priests, wna open to the laity. Standing before 
(his balustrade they found themselves exactly in front 
of the grent altar ol burnt offering, and the vast basin, 
the "sea of brass" ronlainiuj; the water needed for the 
sacrifices. liehind that rose tlie temple proper, the 
sanctuary and the Holy of holies; Joseph prostrated 
himself oil the ground, his forehead touching; the marble 
pavement, and Nathanacl followed hiB example. Wlien 
his devotions, which were somewhat protracted, were 
ended, the Scribe drew Hie hoy aside into tho cloister 
which bounded the court to the right and to the left, 
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and in an undertone began to explain to Mm the won- 
ders which he then beheld for (he flint time. 

"Look at that mugmliroit gate, t*o lofty and so wide, 
it is entirely plated with gold. It leads into the* vesti- 
bule of Ui© sanctuary, and stands open day and night lu 
order to indicate that the God of our Puttiers is always 
ready to listen to tin- petitions of His people bind. If 
you go through that gate and cross the vestibule you 
come to another gate, the folding-doors o( which are 
likewise, never closed. But a costly curtain of Babylon- 
ian manufacture prevents the Interior of the sanctuary 
to be seen. Do you see that gigantic gold vine above 
the door, from which hang clusters of grapes ol solid 
gold as long as the ordinary height of :t numf" 

"Yes, I see them, also (ho magnificent candelabra 
hanging from the ceiling. That is not the seven branched 
caudleMicM" 

"No, that is in the sanctuary. That candelabra was 
presented by Queen Helena of Adiabenc. The golden 
vine in symbolical of the Hebrew people. The four 
colours of the veil have a mystical meaning, they denole 
the four elements of which the -visible world is composed. 
Scarlet and blue represent 6re and air, the wbl(« byssus 
ami the dark purple signify the earth and the sea. 
Altogether they form the visible veil of the unseen, 
invisible Creator." 

"How wonderful, how beautiful the God ol our 
Fathers must be, if IFis garment is po fair!" snid the 
boy who was listening mont attentively. "Then Ihe can- 
dlestick with seven brandies is ill the sanctuary V 

"Yes -, its seven lamps denote the planets in the 
Armament of heaven. The candlestick is of the purest 
gold, SO are the table of shewbread and the altar of 
incense. The twelve loaves or nhewbrcad Bignify Ihe 
twelve signs of the zodiac ami the months of the year, 
and the altar of incense is replenished with every kind 
of fragrant spices which Sea and land, whether inbabl ted 
or uninhabited, produce, as a token that (Sod is the 

th. and all Ihe fruits 



possessor of all things upon (be earth, a 
Of tne earth ate dedicated to Him. 1 ) T 



Che walls of the 



>J Josephus, Anliq. V. 6, 4, 5. 
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holy place are plated -with gold plates up lo the height 
of 100 loot' from the floor, mil a veil, si ill more costly 
Hi; in tin? one you see, screens the enLrau-i-e t-o the Holy 
of holies." 

"Is it. true that thin veil was once rent from the top 

tO tlie bottom, "luring the time Unit in y grandfather Caia- 

pfaas was High-Priest 1 Giezi told me ko, but Eleazar 

declared it was a tie/* the child inquired. 

"Yon must oot believe evi-n thing that ignorant 
Bervanta tell yon," Hie Pharisee replied, with a frown. 

Thi'ii 1 10 ipiickly continued : ''In l Ij<- Holy of holies (here 
is the Ark of the Covenant, and on the wings of the 
Cherubim tin- glury of Goil used to rest. We still 
believe lb ill (lie lionl God oEHaltnoth is present there, 
although His majesty is no longer visible; since the do- 
Bfcrnction of Solomon's temple the Ark of the Covenant 
has been lost. Today the High-Priest, clad in his vest- 
inenls, will go into ilie holy place at (tie time of the 
sacrifice to implore the assistance of the Lonl on behalf 
of His deeply-afflicted people. Look, the I>vites are 
nlready beginning to mak-e ready the altar of sacrifice; 
do yon pray fi»r the deliverance of Israel, ami that the 

i,<h<i win hi'imI iis ilie Mcfswinii before longi — stay iipve 

iiulil I come to fetch yon. It is time for me to go to 
the hall (Jiisilli to lake pari in the Council." 

The hall known art<«nsith formed 1 he southwest angle 
of the ground floor. When Joseph entered the spacious 
council chamber which waa panelled with cedar and 
richly gill, he found the greater number of the lynches, 
amuigtd in iin.c ij.is, ;iirc;Mly filleOi but the throne- 
like chair of Ihe High-I'riest was as yet empty, 
and ft Considerable number of the Priest*. Scribes and 
Ancients of Ilie people were standing in the centre of 

the hall, engnged in animated conversation. Among 
them stood Klea/ar. relating- with gleaming eyes and 
vehement- language, the latest of the ■Governor's acts of 
violence. 

"Here comes Joseph Ben Matthias, the most learned 
of our scribes, let us hear what he will say to this unex- 
ampled occurrence," said one of the Priests. 

''Tho shameless abduction of si Jewish maiden!''-— 
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"That rascally Roman!" — "The daughter of bo distin- 
guished an Israelite!" — "The tdiild of a Kublti who 
deserves to be made High-Priest!" — Hiieh were some 
of the indignant onterles of (he UateiMM, 

On the oilier baud voices from (he benches were 
beard to cry: "Silence! I/'t us do nothing rashly!" — 
"We will not oppose lore*- by force!"" — " You will bring 
about the destruction of the city and the temple unless 
you learn hi nwtruin your totigiies." 

Thus one said one thing, and one another, and the 
confusion was so great that a man could hardly hear his 
own voice. The entrance of Hie High-Priest only pro- 
duced a slight lull. AnaniaH was not a man cah-uhited 
to have much influence in the Sanhedrim. Like most 
of his predecessors since Cniaphas was deposed, he Iiad 

purchased the office of Hijdi- Priest, and now sougtil to 
recoup himself with Interest l>y tithes and other taxes. 
He was a tall wide-shouldered man. willi a nibieiiiul 
visage and coarse features. "What is the weaning of 
this!" he? exclaimed. "'Cannot you l»e silent wlien ihe 
High-Priest comes in to the Council chamber f Take 
your seal-., all of you, and let us hear what is the matter. 
Only be quick about it, go stmfglit to the mark, for the 
hour of the moming-saprilic* is approaching, ami 1 
mnst put on the sacerdotal vestments, an soon :m the 
sis priests who have gone to king Agrippa to fetch 
them have returned. What a shame it is that the High- 
Priest's vestments should not lie kept in bis house, or 
in the temple, but should l>c in the keeping of this royal 
personage, who is5 as much of a heatlien as of it Jew!" 
In fact as a last vestige of his kingly power, Agrippa 
II. hud been granted the right of nominating the High- 
Priest and had been given a suit of supervision over 
the temple services by the Humans. It w&B in reference 
to this right, as a response to Ananias' Inst question 
that an aged man, wliose eyes were dimmed by years, 
slowly ejaculated: "The sceptre has deported from 
Juda, ever since the great grandfather of the monarch 
who puts thi? slight upon the priesthood coated, the last 
of the Asmaneans from the throne. Search and ssc if 
the Messiah has not come already, for the prophets pre- 
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dieted that lie would come when the dominion departed 
from Juda." 

"Stop I h at nonsense, Baruch," said Ananias addres- 
sing the hist speaker. "You have gut. cjuite senile. 
When the Messiah comes, lit; will make His coming 
known Go the High- Priest, anil work tmdciiiulde miracles* 
as a proof of His divine mission. We have not. come 
hither to discliss lliis unostion. hid to take council to- 
gether as (o whether we shall lay an an'cu-salkm against 

Floras before the Syrian Legate who arrived in Jerusa- 
lem yesterday. 1 wish •<• hear yoBC opinion nn this 

matter. Ami mark One tiling; if we cannot succeed in 
getting bim deposed, we had better keep silence- alto- 
gether. For if be should still !>■• left in oftiee. after WO 
hare lodged complaints against him, lie will naturally 
chastise us with scorpions, instead of, ns hitherto, with 
scourges. "What is your advice, Kzeeliias !" 

The individual addressed replied that Floras had 
just been guilty of another act of violence, that cried lo 
heuron for vengcanre, since he hud forcibly carried off 
the daughter of the Rabbi Sadoo of Antl'och, a man 
well-known ami highly esteemed, the aflianced bride of 
Ins nephew, theGaptatn ol the Temple-guard. Ho called 

On Kleazar to repeat his story, and bring forwaril two or 

three witneasea t<» corroborate Uae truth of it, before 
they pro* titl farther. This was accordingly done. 

The High-THcsl niuved uiirii.sily in |ifi CUSlliOned 
seat, for be suspccled the use Kle:i?.:ir and bis party 
would make ol this rati si- of complaint. In fact the chief 
member of (he SSeolol", Men- IWi helga. advocated an 
open revolt againsl the Romans in no measured words. 
The day of veu^canoe WaB come at last. "While the im- 
pression made by I his shameful act was fresh, the three 
millions of pilgrims who had come up to, the Feast, 

would rise up Ilk io man and put Floroa and Galbis, 

who was not :» whit better, to death, as llu-y richly 
deserved. The handful of Romans in Jerusalem i-oulil 
do nothing against Bach overwhelming odds. These 
millions against sonic three cohorts! Let 1lie High- 
Priest, let the Chief Council say but. a word to the 
people, and before the sunset that day behind the lulls of 
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-ludea, n now Passover would Iiave been kept, a new de- 
liverance of Israel Iroiu a wort* tliiui Egyptian bondage! 

The speaker's eyes kindled: "Give* us a man like 
Judas Rlaceaboens, " he cried, "and Judah is saved. 
We bare such a man, here lie stands, the valiant lender 
Of our guard, Israel's sword and charioteer! Hail Con- 
queror of the JSoiaans! (or that yon will conquer is 
certain] since the Cod of our Fathers cannot forsake His 
|hh>|>1d and His temple. He lias pledged Himself to 
Bland by us as long as we do not forsake Him. And 
when did Israel serve the Lord with greater fidelity 
lhari now I There is not a at range god in the length and 
breadth of the laud, unless it l>e the idols or the Romans 
and the abominations of the Kawirit.es, b«t|j of which 
we will exterminate. Tru st therefore in the Lord. lie 
is mighty, He in faithful to His promises. Our enemies 
Khali Ih» burnt up like chaff by (lie lire of His wrath. 
Mow the trumpet therefore, blow the martial trumpet 
in .Siou. Death to our foes and victory, eternal glory to 
His chosen people!" 

Thus spoke Meir lien Belga. and spoke with a warmth 
which carried away his audience. A large proportion 
-if the Council sprang to their feet, and enthusiastically 
expressed their concurrence with him. The High-Priest 
Changed coloar; he had not known the faction of the 
JValots to be so strong and so determined. But he took 
Courage, wince lie perceived thai Ben Belga had not the 
majority on Ins side. All the lauded proprietors, nil 
who counted the costs of what they undertook, would 
not hear of employing force. 

"How could we possibly enter npon a war with 
Borne!" Epechiaa exclaimed. "It would be sheer imnl- 
ness! Even supposing that we succeeded in annihilating 
I he cohorts in Kome nnd the legion that is in Anlioeh, 
would not these conquerors of the world ponr troops 
Upon troops into OUr land, stamp out the most valorous 
resistance and take a fearful vengeance, visiting Jemsa- 
lem and our sacred temple with lire and sword f Breth- 
ren, bear this injustice patiently, until the Lord gives 
us ;l token that He will eomelo the aid of His oppressed 
pcvple, until He sends us the long -desired Messiah." 



160 LUCIUS FLAVUS. 

Joseph Ben Matthias, the leader of the moderate 
parly, at last prevailed. The proposal ho made was 
couched iu calm, prudent language; he extolled the 
courage and resolution of the Zealots mid praised the 
caution ami wariness ol their opponents, lie then m- 
sim t*>il that war unistonly Ik* resorted to when all other 
means failed. The lV*£»te 0»lhiri, from all he. heard, 
wits no friend to Klorus, a deputation might therefore 

be seat to him, oonBtetuig ol the High-Priest ami the 
whole of the Sanhedrim, who would put before kirn, 

dearly ami concisely, the principal grievances which 
the; hud against Florae, nut omitting of course the 
shameful act of the foregoing night, and he really 
thonghl that (Jallus would, on the strength of these 
charges, induce the Kmpcrorto recall Florus. "Ami if 
this measure should prove ineffectual, tho BcrilH? con- 
cluded, I would advise a deputation being sent to Xero 
himself, who is at present in Greece; he is by no mpang 
inaccessible to flattery, aud fair words cost nothing. 
And if all this should he of no avail, ire can always 
have recourse to (he sword. I believe, moreover that 
in the direst distress of our people we may confidently 
expect that the Messiah will come to rescue Israel; for 
1 hold with llarnch, lhat the time of his advent, as 
prcdirti'd by I he prophets cannot |ic far distaut, nay, it 
is my ciphiion lliut he is :iln<:i>ly horn." 

Tin.) words of the learned ltablii Howeil like oil from 
hi* lips, and calmed the storm, even though the Zealots 
yielded very raloetnntly to the opinion of the majority. 
It w:is resolved that sifter the evening sacrifice, as soon 

as the KuMiilli was ended, the whole Council should 
repair in a body, in solemn procession together with the 
people, lo llerod'H palace, and there, supported by the 
populace, lay before ih>- Syrian Legate the comphiinls 
against tho (Jovernor. As tho High-Priest was not con- 
versant with cither latin ur Greek, Joseph Ben Matthias 
was chosen as spokesman. 

Rome Levi tea now entered announcing that the soared 

vestments were ready ami the time had come for the 
morning sacrifice. (Had to have an excuse for putting 
an end to the unpleasant discussion, the High-Priest 
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■was abftDt to rise, when the aged Barnch lagged to bo 
allowed lo speak a few wonls. In neeents that were 
i.-.-Me, yet plainly audible throughout the spacious hall, 
In' began: "Brethren, Priesin ami Doctors in Israel, 
listen lo me once more, before 1 am gathered to my 
iBthcra. Ananias tells me, it is true, that my years 
have mtulfl me childish; but old ago demands respect, 
.ixl children often utter truths which adults sliritik from 
enunciating-. I have to accuse myself ol having three 
(inu'H withheld my witness to the truth, once when the 
I wo men were brought before us in this very Council 
chamber, who had healed tbo lame man, whom we all 
knew so well, in the name of Jesna — ' ") 

I tarach could get no farther. His voice was drowned 
in I lie uproar that arose, and not the Zealots alone, Imt 
many of the moderate party fell upon him, regftrdleflfl of 

his snow-white hair, crying: "Turn him onl!'' "Stone 
him," "Cast him from the pinnacle of the temple." It 
was with difficulty thai Joseph and n few others, sue- 
deeded in rescuing Ihe old man from the hands «.f these 

lunatics. "Do not desecrate the festival! You will ren- 
der yourselves unclean if you shed blood!" they cried. 
Finally they prevailed upon the rest to confine the. aged 
man in one of the cells in the upper story of the temple 
building until the Days of the Passover were ended. 
When at a later period a messenger was sent to set him 
free, it was discovered that he had expired in the peace 

of the Lord. 

Now the trumpets sounded for the morning sacrifice 
and the High-Priest hastened to dun his vestments. He 
then advanced, accompanied by hundreds of Priests 
arrayed in garments of dazzling while, to I3ie altar ol 
sacrifice, in order to offer the victim ol atonement, which 
was symbolical of the Victim once offered upon the cross. 
How astonished Nathanacl was to see the magnificent 
vestments of the High-Priest, Ihe blue garment which, 
worn over an tinder garment or tnnie of while* linen, 
reached down to the feet and was bordered with fringe, 
In which golden hells and pomegranates were intermin- 
gled, glittering and tinkling at every movement of the 



') Act« of the Apostles ch. a. 
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Prl«t. Resides this there was (ho stomacher shining 
with gold embroidery, anil Ihe breast-plate composed of 
twH-lvo precious stones on which were engraved the 
names of the twelve tribes of Israel. Bol What the boy 
regarded with greatest veneration was tin- mitre of Sine 
linen, and the ■circlet of gold tlnit encompassed th«? High- 
Priest's head T and on which was engraved tlic four 
letters comprising the name of (Joii, wliieh was consid- 
ered loo sacred for human tongne to tillrr. 

The fire burning upon the altar, quickly consumed 

the sacrificial victim. Blood ami wine, poured on the 
altar steps, flowed] in stream* upon the ground. From 
one end of the temple t© tlie other resounded the VOleeS 
of the double row of while-rcilw<l singers, chanting the 
psalms to an accompaniment of harps and cymbals, the 
refraiu being taken up by tlie people, thousands and 
thousands of voices both in the inner and outer courts 
of the temple echoing through the siteml building like 
the roar of mighty waters. Tlio intervals between the 
verses were marked by a nourish of tmmpetB. When at 
last the High-Priest came back out of the Holy of holies, 
am), standing on l h<- highest ist«-p of Hie sanctuary gave 

Ihe l>lcssiug l«i all Israel, the eyes or many, even Of the 
men, were moist willi (ears of emotion. The whole 
ceremony made a «kep impression on Nathanael; as he 
walkctl home by Joseph's BtdSj ha kept repeating: 
"Where is there a tied like the God ol our Father*! 
Wlicn- is II.- win. shipped as wv worship Him? Where 

is there a temple HO snored, ■-<> splendid as our templet" 
Yd in a eonipa rati vHy short time Christ's prediction 
wa«fo beffalfilled, and not a stone left standing on a 
Stone in thai gorgeous structure, because Israel rejected 
her true Sigh- Priest. Of that the child naturally knew 
nothing, bill in Hie heart of his companion there was a 
lurking fear I bat Home terrible judgment would overtake 
bin people, although his pride would not allow htm to 
acknowledge liow grievously that people hail trans- 
gresaetl the law of Hip Lord. 



NoYB.— The measurements an<! the description- of the temple 
are taken principally ironi Joeephas (Wars of the Jews, V, 5.) 
In order to give a better general idea ot the dimensions of the 
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huildings, the following; data are added to the birdseye ticw 
ntii'l the ground plan appended to this volume. The whole area 
enclosed within the outer colonnade was U80 feet long and about 
1640 Icet wide. The temple stood upon a raised plain not quite 
in the centre of this vast space; it occupied a square about 860 
lect every way, surrounded by an elegant stone railing. 

The so-called fortress surrounded the whole of the inner 
court* of the temple, the wall of this was 68 feel high on the 
onttlde, <M feel ou the inside. An ascent of 12 sleiiN lril to the 
nine gates, the towers of which rose to the Ticiglit of 68 feet. 
The Court °>f the Women, of which Josephns does not give the 
dimensions, is said in the Talmud to have bceu iKS feet square; 
il was surrounded with galleries. Jn the four corners were 
rooms for the Nnzari tcs, one for the oblations of oil and wine, 
another for storing the wood used for h-urnt offerings, and a 
Uirth destined for the cleansing of lepers. A flight ftf IS step* 
led to the Court of the Israelites. 32B feet long hy 225 in breadth; 
this wasehiefly reserved for the use of the Priests and 1 he ser- 
vice of the daily sacrifices. Another flight of 1'2 steps conducted 
to the temple ilsclf. The ix>rcl» was 11' feet I«>uk and 17V« f«t 
wide; the sanctuary 70 ft. long. 85 ft. wide; The Holy of holies- 
was 8ft feet in depth. About Ihe sides of the temple were small 
houses three stories high built on to the height o( about I Oft feet. 

"The outward aspect of the temple, writes Joscphus (1. c._V. 
B. H.) in its front wanted nothing that was likely to surprise 
cither men's minds or their eyes ; for It was covered with plate* 
of gold of grenl weight, and at the first rising of the sun it re- 
flected back a very fiery splendour, and made those who looked 
on it lurn away tlicir ryes as they would have done at flic sun's. 
OWB rays. But this temple appeared to strangers when they 
were n% a distance lite a mountain covered with snow, for those 
parts of it which were uot gilt were exceedingly white, being of 
white marble," 



CHAPTER 15. 
Suppliants for Protection. 

Queen Here-nice lind lw*n amongwl tlie worshippers 
present at the morning saerilioe. When she was iit 
Jerusalem, she made a point of conforming* externally 
to all Use requirements of the mosaic law, she considered 
it politic to do 80. In Judea the Hcrodians -were Jews; 
in Bome tlu-v acknowledged the divinity of the Kuipcror. 
Her sister tVnisilla hail accompanied her to the temple; 
surrounded by a bevy of menials, they had been Itorue 
in titters aa far aa tlie bridge leading from the Upper 
town to the King's Cloisters and the Court of the Gen- 
tiles. There they were obliged to alight, and finish the 
way on foot. Servants carrying silver staves preceded 
the royal sisters, to enable tliein to pans through the 
crowds of pilgrims. Tims they croHsod thethrcshoidol I be 
Corinthian gate, and « ihiesseti the ceremonies from seats 
which were reserved for them in the Women's tribune. 

On the rom-hision of the -service the two Princesses 
"returned I" il'f palace with the name pomp. Berenice 
remarked to her elater that it was abiding glory for 

ihcir home that their peafrgrawllattjerhad oreotod that 

majguihVcul temple. None of the Jionian emperors could 
boast ol having constructed iinyLhiii-g to compare villi 
it. In fad it hail not its equal among all the temples ot 
lionie in- of (I recce. 

"The temple itself would not be much without the 
sublime ceremonial of worship, anil we have to thank 
Moses for that." Drusilla replied- "He must h»ve lieeu 
divinely inspired. I in-ver felt so persuaded of it ns E 

ilid during the service; today. It is not right of us to 
pay so little heed to bis laws. I think we ought to 
break entirely with llic Romans, our intercourse with 
them has brought us no good, and take part exclusively 
witli oar own nation." 

(164) 
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'•Intercourse with the Romans lias brought acoronet 
In our House, and it may yet bring more," Berenice 
!,u l with gleaming eyes. "Because you happen to have 
played your cards badly with Felix, yon need not 
Inveigh against the conquerors, of the world to me." 

Drusilla coloured and rejoined; "J*« not speak to 
mecfFelill He made me apOKtofciw! from the creed of 
in \ fathers I" 

* "That is a aia which yon would soon have pardoned 
him, II he had only taken you with him to Home and 
given yon & position there,'-' Berenice said Rneeringly. 
"Now'do not be angry with me. I did not get on much 
better with my royal consort. But why despair because 
one WOfi unlucky lit first. Have patience, we are both 
■free now, and who knows but we may climb a round or 
two higher ou the ladder of power and fortttpel U °"'y 
oar brother Agrippa had the Sense and intrepidity of 

his forefathers!" 

"What after all is fame ami glory? Our great-grand- 
father, who you were pleased to say rests in God, be- 
came a bloody tyrant, the murderer of his wife and his 
brother, for tho sake of glory, and he died in despair. 
Quiet and peace of mind is what I long for." 

"Now you have got into one. of your lachrymose 
moods again, Drusilla,! Herod was a great monarch 1 
What Jo a few drops of blood matter to such as bet 
Ask Cains Caligula, our father's friend ; aak the div ine 
Nero, before whom the world lies prostrate in the dust. 
Have the goodness not to spoil the Feast-day by your 
childish sighing after peace of mind. Do not think that 
magnificent temple, which will be a monument to his 
memory while time lasts, is worth one or two acta of 
violence whereby be gained and kept the crown t I am 
proud Of Herod. But enough of that: you will of coarse 
come to the banquet tonight which our brother gives in 
honour of tho Legate. See that yon look every ineh a 
Queen. The Procurator's wife will be frightfully jealous. 
You shall have Klpis to dress you, and I will let you 
have a brand new robe from Alexandria." 

By this time the litter had shipped before* Berenice's 
palace, and Eupolcnios the major-domo hastened to as- 
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sist the royal Indies to alight and. conduct them into the 
house Whilst passing t li ronj-li (,hn portal lit* whispered 

to the Queen that (he handsome Koimiu centurion had 
been wailing already about an hour to set- her. 

"Tlio centurion LiiciiiH KIuvubI" Kerenice inquired. 
"What can ho have come for at so unusual an hour. I 
will certainly see liim ; Show him inl" Hie red room." 

"Ho is not alone. A closely veiled lady, whose 
dress is of the finest texture, hut spotted with blood, is 
accompanying liim," tin? chninberkihi replied. 

"A lady! Is it a young or an old lady V Berenice 
ini|iiin-(l. with a somewhat anility ed iimmier. 

"It is not eaay to say, lor as I already remarked, she 
ffafl closely Veiled. Slio Heemed timid. From her walk 

I should say sin- was young," Ku polonies answered. 

"Let Chloe make ber observations, and if she thinks 
the stranger ih not a mere adventuress. — no, that ahe 
cannot be, the Centurion would not venture lo bring her 
here. — Tell Chloc to go in under the pretext of offering; 
her services to arrange the lady's dress, 1 cannot lwar 
thc Bight nf blood, Drtisilla, do mc the favour of com- 
ing with me lo see these strange visitors." 

Tlio two sisters iu'eonlingly repaired to Iho red 

room, whore Berenice bud received the Centurion on the 
|m it' ding flay, ni id Hi':ili'd I hciiisi-lve.s On (he |>urph> 
cushions, after a slave had relieved them of their richly 

emhl'oideri'd lii:inl Irs. 

They bad not long to wail before ESnpolemoe ushered 
in laudus ;ind Thamar, 

Tin: li'abhi'H diiughler Hunt; hack her veil, and fixed 
her dark eyes for d moment with something akin to 
terror on the i>rou«l lady who sat liefore her in her regal 
splendour. Then |icr lips quivered and with an entreaty 
for help and protection she flavored her face wilh hep 

hanils and Ml on her knees. Berenice WBB struck with 
the rare beauty "f Iho girl's pale face anil the refined 
accent of her voire; she turned almost mockingly to the 
Centurion, as if to ask : fs this your lady-love? 

Lueius understood her look, a-ud the Mood rushed to 
his cheek, as he Bald, "I am bringing lo you one of the 
daughters of your people, august Queen, an orphan -who 



LUCIUS FI.AVUS. 167 

ri:nt'K your protection against a powerful enemy. She 
i I ho daughter of a Rabbi of ft good ancient family, and 
I hi- enemy whom we dread ia unfortunately oar Pro- 
ruiiilor, Gessius Floras." 

''(iessius Floras!" exclaimed the aMoniskied Queen, 
as she extended her aim, round which a golden serpent 
»:is I »i*ted, towards Thuinur, kindly bidding hnr rise, 
ami take a seat at her feet. "Tell me all about it, dear 
child, you are fleeing from the Procurator* Speak in 
Aramaic if you like, if yon are not fluent with Greek." 

Thamar however spoke Greek extremely well, and 
when Bite had overcome her II rst diffidence, she related 
t hi ■ sad occurrences of the last two nights in so charm ing 

a manner, that she not only won the heart of the more 

impressionable Drnsilla, bnt even the esteem of the 

proud Berenice. 

"Poor child!" exclaimed Drnsilla, "your father died 
only last night, and that scoundrel of a Proeumtor would 
have carried you off from his dying bod, but for a for- 
lunate chance, and the arrival of this noble Roman, to 
rescue you! Sister, we cannot give this daughter of onr 
people Dp lo that Insolent thief; let me take eare of her, 
if von do not wish lo retain her here. She will be a 
welcome companion for me." 

"Of course we will not give her up to that horrid 
Floras," Berenice replied. "I am glad that the 8yriau 
Legate happens to be here, as this occurrence will give 
us a handle against Floras, and perhaps bring al tout his 
fall. How I should rcjoiee to l>e rid of him, and that 
intolerable Cleopatra! I most consult with my brother 
Aerippa at once, so that the affair may come in the 
right form to Cesttas' ears- Hut you, brave Centurion, 
are you not afraid of Florus' vengeance t Be on yoor 
guard I " 

Lucius shrugged his shoulders and said: "What can 
ho do to me? He is. not my commander, tmt Callus, 
And after all. I care not what happens. You would not 
have acted otherwise, august Queen, if you had found 
this unfortunate orphan as I did this morning, over- 
whelmed with grier. Pardon me for bringing her to you. 
She appears to havo no relatives here, none at least that 
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she can trnst, and since I only arrived here yesterday 
aa a stranger, I knew no other hospitable roof in the 
town except yonns. Now I have tlie honour to take 
leave of you. II your Majesty will allow me, I will will 
in now and again to inquire alter your health and the 
welfare of this maiden." 

Berenice willingly gave her permission and gracious- 
ly dismissed the officer. Tbamar stood up mid taking 
both his hands in hers, said with a look more, eloquent 
than words: "May the (Jud of our fathers reward yon 

lor wiuit you hare done fur mo, o good iUH ' gewrora 

Romanl To take pity on the widow and orphan is to do 
Him service; may He lead you to the knowledge of Him 
and miike you one of His chosen people!*' 

Lucius glanced at tho royal sisters, and Observed 
that a tear glistened in Drusilla's eye, while n contemp- 
tuous smile played round Rercnice's finely cut lips. With 
a profound reverence he quitted the apartment. 

As the Centurion traversed the- narrow, crowded 
Btrecto on his way back to the X'retoriuni, Thama-r's, last 
words rang in his ears. 'May He grant you to oecome 
one of His own people 1' ""What did the girl nw>an by itt" 
ho asked himself. "That I should become a Jewt 
Absurd! Hot it m a pity that she is a Jewess; otherwise 
by the great Diana, I n-ally might l>o tempted by those 
Wonderful eyes of hers, still more by tin- fascination of 
her delightful childlike Innocence, to take a step of 
which no n-nturion whose ambition is to Ite a General, 
ought iso much as lo think. Ho put tliis nonsense onto! 
your hfiid. burins. 1 t will 1ms better not to go and seo 
that damsel any more. Berenice's sister seems to bare 
a kind heart, no doubt she will look -after the poor 
child. 1 ' Thus. Lucius sought to shake oh* the impres- 
sion Thamar had made ou him, but all tlie while be was 
conscious (hat it was impossible to forget her. 

On reaching the palace, the gate of which was strictly 
guarded, he went at once to report himself to Claudius 
Lysias the tribune, who received him with the words: 
"It is a good thing that yon have come back. Floras 
is an a fearful rage; he has asked] for you twice- You 
must go to him at once. Instead of the fair maiden 
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whom he seat lor, Metilius brought him last night an 
old scarecrow, whom he instantly turned out of doors. 
Id' imagines you played Metilius thia trick, and have 
kept the damsel for POOXfleU. Tukoe^re what yon say 
I.) him. KeinemlMT that line in Jerusalem the rods and 
axes of the lictors are at bis complete eoinrnaiid." 

"1 am an officer of the twelfth legion and a Roman 
riii/cn, and can appeal to Gall us or to the Emperor tor 
protection," Lucius exclaimed. 

"You will do better if you do not put yourself In 
a position to require their protection/' the tribune 
answered!. "The Governors do much sls they please in 
the provinces, especially if they have ft consort who IS 
a favorite with Pop pea Sabina. Florus knows how to 
get you put out of the way secretly, if you offend him. 
Now go, 1 have warned you." 

Tho Governor received Lucius in a very IkhI temper. 
The Centurion however was on his guard. lie had not 
heard of the expedition to Ifelhniiiu unlil long utter 
Metilius' departure, so thai he WM ftble i<> pLfOTS fibal 

it would have been impossible for hi in to interfere with 
l.he Centurion's Orders, eren il Ufl InVl friflhttl fefl SOBO. 
This he quietly told the Governor. '-But," the latter 
insisted, "you rode ont to Bethama this morning hy (be 
Sheep's gntot" 

"That 1 certainly did. But Metilius must have been 
back before tliea. At least 1 did not meet him either 
them or anywhere else on the way." 

"What business had yon to go there!" 

"An old woman had asked my assistance." 

"An old woman f Now confess that it wa« the daugh- 
ter of the Rabbi whom yon rescued from Ben Gioras' 
power. Why did you not place the maiden and the 
Halibi's pro|Krty nnder my protection yesterdayt" 

"I had no authority for doing that. " 

" Because you are a Boeotian blockhead I If I h:id not 
sent Metilius out, tho whole of the booty would now bo 
In the hands of the brigands, from whom Metilius wan 
just ia time to rescue it. And as for their carrying off 
the damsel, yon will have to answer for that I" 

"She has uot been carried off. She is safely lodged 
in Queen Berenice's palaee!" 
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"The TTerodian viper! Von probably took her there 
yourself, us you know so certainly where she isT" 

"Ob yen, not more than an hour ago. I tbink you 
can hardly blame me for placing an orphan under the 
protection of a princess of her nation." 

"Certainly not!" rejoined tlio Governor with an 
angry laugh, casting a vicious look at the young officer. 
Lucius thought for a moment Flo rim wjls goi ng io fly at 
him ; but: he controlled his raj-e, and said in a cold tone 
of foned politeness: "You can go, Centurion. Wc 
shall llnd some occasion to remember the good services 
you have rendered UK. 1 " 

!Not long after Floras had an interview with the 
Legate which did not tend to improve bis temper. Ces- 
tiua Callus had taken tlw Procurator to task for a long- 
list of public deeds of violence and injustice, and wound 
up l>y saying ho certainly must report hini to the Krnpe- 
ror, if be did not administer the province more prudent- 
ly. The Roman Senate, he said, aud the Kinperor wink 
at many Hale things we may Uo to further our own in- 
terests. But there is a medium. .Sim* certi deniqtie fiitts! 
We must not overstep the limits, and do anything Io 
foal IgatAthe people to revolt. And that yon have done! 

"My good Gallon," the Procurator replied, -'I bare 
Often expressed to yon my conviction that I could do 
the Umpire- no Ih-II-t service Hum if I were to compel 
it to i-iii. Miis cancel out of its hi'tilthy body, 1 iim pre.- 
pared to prove U) Kinprror gad Senate thai I am right; 

this accursed Jewish race with Its God who is an irre- 

eom-ilalilc enemy to our gods will never be a sound 
member of our universal empire. If I promote an insur- 
rection, the salutary knife will have to be used." 

"That is your way of talking, I understand it, and I 
also know what are the real motives that actuate you. 
Do not think to throw dust in my eyes. Well, I must 
go to Cacsarea tomorrow, Let 'me at least have the 
satisfaction of yonr assurance that yon will maintain 
peace and tranquillity here, at any rate for another year, 
until my time of office expires. After that yon may 
follow the dictated of J our own desires." 

"So be it then. For a year I will spate this hateful 
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nation, if you will promise not to raise any difficulties 
for me in koine, and provided these people do not irri- 
talis me too much." 

"That is a promise with many means of evasion," 
(Julius rejoined. "Well, I cannot compel you. Only 
do not trust too much to the yond word of Nero's wife. 
I will make no representations at Korue, unless the wel- 
fare of the Slate compels me to do so." 

Floras answered with feigned amiability. "Many 
thanks, most excel lent Gal Ins; you shall see today that it 
will not 1» my fault if an insurrection takes place. T am 
told that the Jewish priesta intend to lay tJieir gri< -vances 
before you, ami pose as suppliants for your protection. 
I was going; fo ask you not to listen to them ; lint now I 

say receive Iheui graciously, and, for aught, I care, give 

me aseolding in their presence, that they may go away 
oontenb. Tomorrow I slmll of course escort you to 
Caesarea with one of the cohorts." 

When Floras was alone, he said to himself: "Ashing 

as the welfare of the Btate dow n"i oorapel him, he will 
make uo difficulties lor me at Koine! 1 understand what 
that means, and his hints about Nero too. It is high 
time that war broke out. I will only wait until I have 

got my property safely placed in Caesarea, ami my wile 
also — (or I eaunot do without her assistance. This cen- 
turion Lucius shall stay behind, and that old moralist 
Lysiaa can remain here as. well. Let them see how they 
<r,\n eecftpe out of these walls with a whole skia, when 
once the dogs of war are let loose." 

Agrippa IimiI invited the Legate tind the Procurator 
with the officers of the Sta0 to a banquet that evening. 
Rut as it was not fede for the two liomaii officials to 
betake themselves to the Asmoneaa Palace without a 
strong military escort, on account of the excited state of 
the populace, mid the crowds that filled the streets, the 
Legate declined the invitation, asking the king and his 
two sisters lo upend the evening at the catrtlo instead • 
Hut the king and still more the proud Berenice, thought 
thin derogatory to their dignity, so they in their turn 
made an excuse. "He wants to stand well with the 
Jews. There is no dependance to be placed on these 
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Herodians," Floras told the Legate. The fact was, 
Agrippa had heard of the projected appeal of t lie Priests, 
and did not care to be seen at the Governor's Hide, when 
the Kanln il i mi brought their charges against him. 

Floras gave orders to his servant necretly and quiet- 
ly to pack all the gold and jewels which ho possessed in 
Jerusalem; happily some lime book ho bad taken the 
precaution to have the greater part conveyed UiCaesarea. 
Ills wife certainly had a good deal of trouble in super- 
intending the packing by her slaves ol her dresses, 
which were laid ill long clients, that t ho rich and costly 
materials might not l»e ereascd. The grand robe of 
Indian silk embroidered with gold in which ahe was to 
have appeared before her guests, now had to Lw put 
away with the otht-rs, since Agrijipu, to her great vexa- 
tion, had declined the invitation. Bat Cleopatra con- 
soled herself with the thought that Berenice preferred 
not to enter the lists with ko formidable a rival as herself. 

Meanwhile Floras sent for Meleeh the chief gaoler, 
and ordered him to conduct Ben Gioras to his presence 
without letting it bo known. "Your confederates, 1 ' he 
said to the brigand-chief, "have offered me a talent to 
set you free. If you will swear to bring me a necond 
talent within a month's time, and besides thin to satisfy 
the claim ol (he t 'minium who demands the 1 price get 
On your head, you may make your c-scane through 
yonder window. How you will settle mutters with Hie 
Onlui ion- his un nie is Lucius Flams, he is remaining 
Ih-ic in JerosB-lem is your affair, not mine. One thing 

more; you miisl :i;:iec not to molest me. or allow your 
men to molest nie on the way to Caesarea. Do yon un- 
derstand 1 Swear it In me by the highest of your gotta." 

"I will not swear what I cannot fulfil," Ben Gioras 
replied. "The talent which my confederates offer, must 
content you. As for the Centurion, whose face I shall 
uot soon forget, you can leave mc to set lie, as you call 
it, with him. Furthermore 1 pledge my woul that my 
men shall not interfere with you or your possessions on 
your way hence; more I cannot promise." 

The Governor thought for a moment; then he said: 
"Very well. Take the oath." 
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"My promise does not extend to Oestius Gallus, or 
any other lioiuun," tlio bandit remarked. "On the 
otbor hand be it observed tliiit if yon U« not Bet me at 
liberty, my men will assuredly cut you and your handful 
of soldiers to pieces on tlio ro:ul to ('iinsuriM.'' 

"What do I care about Ostins Callus mid the rest! 
Bwear tliat you will keep your word! 1 ' Klorus rejoined. 

Hen tiioras took the desired oath. The Governor 
then made tiim elimb out of the window, and allowed 
him whore t.o hide in a thick clump of cypresses i" the 
garden, till the procession of priests bad patted through 
the courtyard, when it would be easy lo mix in the 
crowd that would tliroug after them, and escape without 
attracting observation. 

"I should not have let him go had f not been aware 
that the Jews would not dure to revolt without bim," 
ihe Governor said to himself as lie watched the man 
disappear. 

Presently a blast of Irnmprt.s sounding from the 

temple announced that Ihe evening sacrifice was at an 

end. The Governor told himself that the deputation 
would soon lieooniiug. lie gave orders lo I.ysias the 

tribune to put the whole of the garrison under arms, and 
make arrangements that would allow of tlie gates being 

closed at a moment's notice. 

"Place your most (rust-worthy men on either side of 
the gateway," lie said, "and if I raise my hand in tins 
manner, let the galea be instantly abut, even though 
you have to clear the space with tlio sword. One tiling 
mora. Tomorrow morning I shall accompany the Legate 
to Caesuroa with an escort of two cohorts. Yon will re- 
main horn with the third, to keep order. The Centurion 
Lucius Klavns "ill also stup here, In Tin- place ol the 
Centurion Aelius Vafer. I will arrange that wilh the 
Legate. How quick to your posts! They will be here 
directly." 

In fuel the indistinct murmur of an approaching 
multitude was already heard. Like a volume ot water 
the crowd swept onward, and in a few minutes the wide 
space before the castle was a sea of heads. Then the 
cry arose: Make way for the priests! and the living 
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waves divided and rolled back, leaving a narrow passage 
lor the priests to pass along, and closing imiuodiately 
behind them. Tlie leaders now Appeared at the bali- 
opeued gale, aud cros&ed the courtyard, which the 
sol diers kept clear up to the foot of the long flight of 
inarhlo steps. About a hundred Scrihes and Leviles 
earne lint; they were followed by the IM&sts in white 
vestments, some ol them men of mont venerable appcar- 
aucc; lost of all vamv the High- Priest, in tiin gorgeous 
oflieiat vestments, surrounded by some of the principal 
members of the Council, selected on account of iheir 
high birth or advanced age. 

The. good rial u red Legale was astonished at the sight 
of this solemn deputation. He whispered W> the ( inventor 
that the Roman Senate could not have presented a more 
majestic appearance. "You must invite them into Ihe 
great hall, and give them the best places." he said. 

Florus answered with a laugh that they would con* 
aider it made them unclean! "You do not know the ar- 
rogance of this set of men. They look on us aa unclean 
beasts. You shall just see for yourself." So saying, 
he asked I ln> deputation if they would not walk into the 
hall, whereupon (hey raised their hands in horror, and 
declared such a thing was impossible. 

When qoiel was restored, the High ■ Priest addressed 
a few words t<> the Legate in Aramaic, and on his reply- 
ing in Greet that ho did rml understand that language, 

at a Sign flOm Ananias, Joseph lieu Mallhiiis Stepped 
forward, and began a ■•an-fnlly prepared speech in Greek, 
in which a nappe;i I was made lo I he Legale for protection 

against the enormities committed by the Governor. It 
was well for Hie hitler tluit few amongst the crowd who 
stood listening en the square without understood the 
language- in which (his speech was delivered, otherwise 
they would perhaps have been carried away by excite- 
ment and taken tlie law into their own hands. Florus 
only laughed, declaring that a great part of tho charges 
could not be proved, others were mere misrepresenta- 
tions and exaggerations., and tlie rest old-established 
customs and rights appertaining to thisofliee, for Pro- 
curators must have their dues as well an Priests their 
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lilhes. "To take one instance," be said addressing 
Gall OB, "there is this ridiculous story about carrying 
nit ;t yonng girl. It all arose from sin absurd mistake, 

ae ttetUlas Oder can testify. AjsoodbiI discovered 
i he blander, I let the girl go." 

' 'Where did she go to I" cried U eager voice out of 

Hi.' crowd. "1 am (lie Captain ol the 'IV tuple-guard, I 
must know what lias become ot her, the damsel is my 
a Ilia need bride." 

''What does it matter to me where she is nowl 
Metilius knows that she was dismissed this morning, as 
booq as I was aware of tin- error. For aught I rare yon 
may ask Queen Berenice, slie ia said sometimes to 

extend her royal protection to I hose Who ask it." 

-■That will do, Florns," tile Ix-.g-.de 11 said. "I 

rejoice that yon are aide to Clear .yourself so triumph- 
antly from this accusation ; the Others doubt less are, as 

yon assert, either destitute ol proof *>r else mere exag- 
gerations. Al the same time I must request, you to in- 
-line rather more to leniency and mercy iui he discharge 

of the duties of your office, and avoid all appearance of 
injustice. 1 ) As for you, rrieste and peoiile ol Israel, I 
earnestly exhort yon not to lend your ear to agitators 
and discontented persons. Consider the might ot Rome, 
remember liow site has subjugated the whole world. 
Even quite recently Vespasian baa conqnered the isles 
of It ri tain in the far west, isles the inhabitants ot which 
are infinitely st ronger and more warlike than yonr petty 
nation. I warn you, thai if, blinded by mad folly, you 
ventured to raise a finger against us, our legions would 
quickly crush you. Yon would bo exterminated with, 
your wives and children, aud this city of yours, with 
the temple of which you are so proud, would be levelled 
with the ground." 

Thereupon with a wave of his hand he gave the 
Priests, (o understand that tliey might withdraw, and; 
took Florns' arm to retain with bim into the palace- 
Very few of the people or even of the priests bud under- 
stood tlie Legate's speech, as it was delivered in Greek. 
But they understood all the better for thnt the coutenip- 
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tnens lnnpli Uld the defiant attitude of Hn Procurator, 
ami when, at tho conclusion of tho address, they ob- 
served Hull those oT tho priests who were eonversimt 
with the Greek language, slopped their cars, a wild cry 
arose. "He has threatened to destroy Hie Imly places! 

— The insolent Governor only derides qui grievances! 

— See liow scornfully they arc sending our priests about 
ttelr bUaiaeee!— P»Mtli to the Romans! — Vengeuuoe!" 
such were some of the confused shouts that tilled I ho air. 
For Hrt instant it seemed probable that tin- unarmed 
crowd would attack the soldiers, lint Hie hitler quickly 
stepped iii between tin? priests and the people, forming 
wilh their levelled spears so formidable a barrier tliat 
none ventured to advance. Even Eleaxar saw that the 
storm must not be allowed to burst then. Raising his 
voice he called aloud: "Stand hack! Do nolliinj- now. 

Would you sacrifice your priest* 1 "When tomorrow's 
feast is over, we will arm ourselves and take a bloody 

revenge!" 

Tils words took effect; the multitude fell back, and 
the soldiers made a narrow way between their ranks to 
allow the priests in single file to leave the? courlyjird. 

All however won' not allowed than i<> escape. Florae 
had heard Btauar'a ttueal and he feared lest it should 

be carried Into execution that, very night, liefore he had 

succeeded in getting clear o! iheuity with hirt wife and 
the remaining portion of his treasure. Accordingly he 
proposed to the Legate that the High Priest and somo 

of the principal priests should l»i detained as hostages. 
"If we detain the High-Priest, there will Infallibly 
be an insurrection," < ialltis replied. 

"Well, at any rate that impudent spokesman shall 
have time to reflect al leisure on the charges against nio 
which he threatens to lay before the Kiupcror," aud the 
Governor gave orders to detain Joseph lien Mat! bias as 
a hostage, in spite of the indignant protest lie and his 
companions made. 

The scene we have just witnessed confirmed Hie Gov- 
ernor in his determination to leave Jerusalem nt once. 
"The Jews have now decided upon a revolt," be said to 
himself. "The Captain of the temple will Infect them 
with his fury. They will take up arms aud storui the 
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rxstle perhaps even before tomorrow's festival is over. 
Iteu tiioras and the thousands under bis command will 
make common pause wilh Chan. It is high time for im 
bo lw on, l>cfore the gathering storm bursts in all its 
violence. How could we, with our handful of soldiers, 
make head against a mass like ttiat which besieged us 
today 1 The cohort I leave behind will stand a poor 
Cllftuce. Well, well, X aba" not weep over the loss of 
their commander, that surly Lysias, still less for that 
of the youug pnppy Lucius. Way they all fall victims 
to the anger or the Jews, if I emi get away .safely. And 
II (he whole city with its hateful temple is burn! down 
R8 a punishment for the revolt, nothing more Will there 
t>e for me to fear in regard to being calleil In account 
.;,„.„! lliy administration. Uebcls eauuol ex peel to havfl 

justice done them." 

As soon as night foil the Governor gave (aiders that 

all should be packed and the lierses saddled. Then 

while he was seated at fable with Ihe Legate and a row 

Other officers he caused the tidings to \»- brought by 
Metilius that Ben Gioras had escaped, and it was 
thought that he meditated an attack onCaOBOPea, as that 
iiiv was just then without a garrison. This announce- 
ment had ihe desired effect. It was arranged that all 
the available troops should hasten to the defence of the 
menaced city. Accordingly about the second watch of 

Ihe night the Governor and Legate quilted Jerusalem as 
quietly as possible at the head of four cohorts. Only 
one cohort under Lysias* command was left to preserve 
peace in the disaffected city; Lucius Flavus was also 
attached to this company. 

"If 1 hey do not venture upon an insurrection now, 
these .lows are more pnufoui or incur conardh Mian I 
think them," Oessius Flora* mattered, as he rode by 
the side of the Legate out of ihe gateway of the Women's 
lower. 



Notk.— [osenhus tell* us: "When CestHis Callus came to 
Jerusalem dMB Ih* flpproH.'li nf Ihe Fenst of Unleavened Brcarl, 
l he people came nbout him not fewer than llircc million* | these 
besought him to commiserate the calamities of their nation, and 
Cried ouE upon Florus os the Iwine ol their country. But n* he 
wim present and MOW* by Ccrtitw. lielaojrliwl scornfully ml their 
WO rda." (War* of thejew*. II. 14, 3.) 



ClIAPTKlt 16. 
Christian Charity. 

By the time that the service of the little Christian 
COiimiuuily irn the night following (Joint Friday was 

over, tho Bahbath morning had well-uigh dawned. Ni- 
cauor tin.' deacon invited Kiist-bhis to go home wilh him 
(or t lift rest of the night, anil the dovmit women look his 
nieoefl to Keraphia's house. Hence it came lo pass that 
&abl>iis (lie porter forgot the letter which In; lutd t-o give 
to the steward of the- Bothania estate. 

As Moon as the trumpets sounded at break of day, 
Ensulmis roused himself from sleep, which Ktill hung 
heavy oa his eyelids, and started on his homeward way. 
He was eon&eioas or an unaeeoiiiituhle feeling of appre- 
hension, and reproached himself for having left Ins wife 
Salome aloue with Ihe siningerH. "When lie pot to 
the. gate, he luul to knock to the porter to eome and let 
him out. 

■■ I 'face l)o with yon, Brother, hut pray do not knock 

SO loud, and nakc ii]> my wile and children, who are 
tired after the Long seiviee last night," SabbaB Bald, 
rubbing Ins ryes. "Oli, ie is you. Ivuselihisi. ft just 
occurs to DM I had D letter to giv<- yOu — what have I 
done with it 1 The messenger who brought it said there 
was no hurry. Ah, lo l*> mire — iu the pocket of my 
cloak, there it is.. I hope it brings good news, and X 
wish you a hapi-y Raster tomorrow!" 

Knsebius (juickly lore open the letter and ran his eve 

over the few lines itrontaiiiiHl. Tlie colour 3eft his cheek, 
and he exclaimed: "How nafOrtnnate ! I wish you had 
given me the letter sooner. When was it brought t" 

"Just alter (lie service commenced. 1 did not like 
to distort) yon, besides Hie iiiestwnger, One of your gar- 
deners, said there wsis no linrry." 

BneebiOfl read the note again. " 'We arc threatened 
by a powerful enemy, come home at one*.' I lear I 

(ITS) 
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Htiall l>e too late. Ami Thai good could I dol I will 
nsk Xiuaaor, perhaps he will advise me." So saying, 
he returned to the Deacon's houxu and knocked at 
Nicnnor'a door. 

He was admitted instantly, for Hie pious deacon had 
spent, the remainder of (lie nigbt in meditation on our 
Lord's Passion, and therefore did not require roneing. 
When be bad read Uie letter, ho said: "The powerful 
enemy, whom Salome thinks it more prudent not to 
mention by imnift, is not Uie brigands. It Ifl either the 
Captain of the Teiiiple-gnard or the Governor. It oil her 
of them— more probably tlie latter, made a night attack 
you would not have been able to prevent it, it you had 
lieeu there. But who knows what may have happened, 
and whether help may not lx> urgently needed. I will 
go -with you forthwith to Bethania, and aa B precaution, 
wo may as well take some of the Brothers wiih us." 

"Are not you afraid of breaking the Sabbath!" 

tinsebiuB asked. 

"Nonsense," tbe deacon replied. "Have you for- 
gotten how our Lord ciuslij;;ileii the exaggerated rigorism 
of the Pharisees, who aecuscd Him of violating tbe 
Sabi-ath because He healed a man on the Sabbath dayl" 

"Yon are right, Niennoi-. Let us go then. But 
shall we not take my nieces with oaf" 

"Leave them in peace in Kemphia's house. If any 
misfortune has hapi-ened, which God forbid, they will 
know Of it BOO" enough, and if we want them tliey can 
soon be [etched. We will take PanlinoB with us and 
one or two of the young Levites who are in the house. 
Just let me say a word to the deacon Timon, and take 
the gold pyx, so that in nny emergency 1 may be pro- 
vided with the Bn-ad ..f Life-." 

A few minutes later the Utile caravan was on its way 
to liethania. Taking a bye- path which led over the crest 
of Mount OUvet, avoiding the high-road, they reached 
the farm before the third hour of the day. They entered 
the garden by n back gate, and were met by the faithful 
Kil:u wiih exclamations of grief and alarm. It was some 
time before by dint of questioning; him, Kusebhts could 
learn what had occurred during the night. The poor 
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fellow swmed almost trigfrtawd out of hie senses ; the 
brigands, the Romans, the Temple- guard were :ill mixed 
up in liis narrative in hopeless eonfiu*iori. 

"When at last they carried onr (rood mistress with 
them, and the Romans came tip ami a light went Oil 
before our very doors, we all went of! And hid in the 
thicket on Mount Olivet. What good would any valour 
liavt; (men against those rough fellows? In :i twinkling 
Uie robbers got the better of the Temple-guard and the 

Romans mastered them both." 

"Have the Romaus carried of! my poor Salome t" 

Bawbtna Inquired. 

"The Etonians or the brigands, I do not know which. 
All that I know for certain is that tlio Sheik of Hie Be- 
douins threatened to put our goodl mistre»s to a dreadful 
death if you do not deliver up the Rabbi's two bags to 
him in the cave at the lone Hex tree before the next 
new-moon. Pray do so, Master! For Ihe Rabbi has 
died in the meantime, and his (laughter has gone off 
■with the Centurion who brought them both to us." 

'■How wan that T" Nicanor asked. "Was the Cen- 
turion one of the band of Romans who perpetrated the 

night attack, and did Hip Rabbi's daughter leave her 
lather l o die aloud" 

"No, I must do her tlir- just ire to say 1 hat she stayed 
by her lather right bravely. When the day dawned we 
could hear her agoniwd cries for help in our hiding- 

place. I veiilnred oat, to go lo her assistance. But 
when I saw Hie (■enturion galloping up on bis white 
horse I thought it was more prudent to go back and hide 
again. Indeed 1 I slill feel the terrible fright of last .night 
in all my limbs. Looking out from among the. hushes 
in a little -while I saw the Centurion ride off with the 
Rabbi's daughter. Poor child, she seemed almost beside 
herself! Slip wrung her hands, and at last let the 
Roman take her up like a child. It is not more than a 
quarter of an hour ago. if you had cGme the. usual way, 
vou would certainly have met tin-in on the road." 

■"Is the maiden's father really dead! I did not con- 
sider his wound so dangerous," fiusebins rejoined. 

"I believe he is. At least so Kliud says : he brought 
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the Centnrion over at daybreak. I havo not seen the 
body. We liave only just ventured back into the liouse, 
it ia i» wonder that it is still itttdfog, »» the robbers 
might easily have set fire to it. I believe they would 
have done so, but for our prudent withdrawal which led 
them to suppose an ambush — " 

Eusebius here eat short the huraiifEUG wherewith the 
worthy gardener sought to excuse, his very natural 
alarm, by bidding him lollow him at once I© the 
liabhi's room. 

On reaching Ihe conch whereon the Rabbi my motion- 
less, Nicauor, who was skilled in Ihe medical art, made 
a careful examination of the patient, whose l«o.ly was 
neither cold nor stiff, but both his breath and the action 
of the heart weieimperecptible. ''Perhaps it is only a 
deathlike swoon," the Deacon said. "You are right, 
the wound is not sufficient of itself to cause death. It 
appears to have been bleeding again, but the intern*] 
hemorrhage is but slight. Perhaps there is some ob- 
struction in the windpipe." 

Before their conversion to Christianity bothEnsebins 
and Nieanor belonged to the sect of the Esseiies, the 
members of which were all instructed in therapeutics; 
Sicanor in fact enjoyed a great and well-deserved 

reputation as a surgeon. 

lie now gave directions that the apparently lifeless 
"body of the Rabbi should be laid in such a position that 
the heat! and chest were lower than the rest of the body, 
and then proceeded to strike Ihe back and neck gently 
with the palm of his hand, presently a little blood was 
seen to trickle ont of the mouth. Every effort was then 
jusule to restore respiration, and altera short time the 
deacon thought he observed a flickering motion of the 
lungs and heart, and expressed his belief that life was 
not extinct. He renewed his exertions with the result 
that soon no donbt remained that the Rabbi still 
breathed. 

"Thank God, we came hero just in time," Nicanor 
remarked. Ho then cleaned mid bound up the wound 
with a skilful hand, and |w>ured a few drops of a reviving 
cordial down the throat of Ihe still unconscious patient. 
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"That is all we can do for him at present, we must leave 
nature to do her healing work. But we cannot nurse 
him here, recent events having shown thiit this house is 
no sate place of refuge. And quiet, undisturbed quiet 
is above all essential in this ease." 

After a short consultation it was agreed that the 
Babbi should be taken to Kicanor's house in Jerusalem, 
as soon as Hie evening- of the Sab-hath was come- Silas 
was ordered to have a litter ready at the appointed 

time. 

••There is a chamber next fo my own i u our dwelling, 
which I earn place at your disposal without, any inconven- 
ience," Nieainor said, "and who knows whether we may 
not be instrumental in savi ng the Rabbi's soul aa well as 
his body. At any Tate our Lord teaches u s in the parable 
of the Good Samaritan that in regard to thoso who need 
our help, our charity should not inquire about creeds." 

Xicanor gave instructions to Paulinas concerning the 
treatment the sick man was to receive, and then joined 
Ensebius, whose grief at the loss, of his spouse was for 
a time superseded by anxiety about his patient. Kicanor 
sought to console Ids friend, promising to go^ himself, as 
soon as the festival wns at an end, to the brigands, and 
explain to them that the Lags they coveted did not be- 
long to KiiHebiiis, and that while the Rabbi Jived or his 
heirs he could not dispone ol the property- "Set yon r 

mi M>l :it 1 1 ■:■■[.■■ lie Said . "I f Iioth illg elso avails, I Will, 

with the bishop's permission, offer tiem a ransom out of 
the funds of the Church, such as they are. The property 
of the Church is the properly ot the poor, and our Lord 
mentions ransoming euptives-ns a- work of charity. Did 
He not moreover redeem us by His precious blood from 

the bondage of siul" 

"Then you do not think we should be justified in 
takingior granted that the opulent Rabbi would willingly 
give up a portion «>f bis treasure to help those who have 
got into this trouble for his sake!" 

Nicanor replied that when the condition of the sick 
man allowed of it, they would urge tins duty upou him. 
He then explained, to Eusebius that it would lie better, 
he thought, to leave the farmhouse for a time on account 
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of its lonely situation. ' 'Silas suulUio oilier men, "hesa id, 
"COUld go on with their work in the garden and ou the 
land, and you can coiue now and again to superintend 
them. We might find them a lodging in the village, or 
they could sleep »i t» e house, il l!"\y were not afraid. 
Yoiir nieces will return with their father to Pella, as 
noon as the Paschal days are over, thev will iuivc plenty 
to do there making: preparations to receive the "bishop 
and IhowholecouimuiiilyiiiJerusalem. 1 kunw our rever- 
end prelate believes, as he gave us to understand yester- 
ilay evening that the days are at hand wlien our Lord 
predicted that flight from Jerusalem would be necessary. 
Meanwhile your nieces can stay w ilh 1 he devout women, 
and you can remain with iim in the ccnacl* house." 

Kusebiusagieed to ihis proposal, and they determined 

toremovo nil the valuables Hie house contained to the 

town, when the Feast w:is«>vcr. Nioanor look charge ol 
the two bags containing the gold find the Jewels, which 

•were foand untouched in Hie place where they had been 
hidden. Then, accompanied by one of the young I. evit.es, 
he returned to Jerusalem, after paying a farewell visit 
to the patient and giving strict injunctions as to what 
was to lie done for him. 

Eusebius sat by the Rabbi's bedside all the day, 
renewing the bandages with careful fin<*ers. Histhoughts 
were with Malome in the desert, and many were the prayers 
lie said for her. Ho fetched the portrait of the Blewed 
Virgin out of his nieces' room, and hung it on the wall 
behind the lied, so that he could see it as he sat there. 
He had seen Mary standing at the foot of the cross, and 
both she and John hud been entertained as honored 
guests in that very house. >*ow he felt he could appeal 
with confidence to her intercession with her divine Son 
on Itilinlf of hlmeeli and his loved ones. A sense of 
relief came over him, and bis trials, bitter as they where, 
seemed sweet when ho thought that slip, who was BO 
dear to our Lord, had to drink of the chalice of sorrow 
with Him. And our Lord promised to His friends a 
share i" His cross as their highest reward and choicest 
blessing. Surely He knew better than we shortsighted 
mortals what was for our real good. Thus ho encour- 
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aged himself with the thought that if he was severely 
tried, it was n proof of our Lord's love, ami the fruits of 
the cross would l>e salvation and grace. 

If tins way our Lord irifuseil coiiKOlat ion into the 
lioiirt ol His iservant. The sick nun Isiy in a, kind, o-f 
stupor; occasionally he opened his eyes, hut closed 
lliein nirain without Riving; any sig-n of ounscioustie-ss. 
Only when in the dusk of the evening ho was lifted up 

and laid in the litter, did he look around him with a 

questioning air. and make an effort to speak. Knsrbins 
reassured hi,,, with at feu. kind words; lie ilien relapsed 
into the Kit ii io lethargic state and did not stir again 
wliilsE- he was convoyed to Jerusalem. 

We must now return to 'ritainar, who when the first 
outburst of grief, which almost deprived her of her 
Bouses, was over, gradually regained! tier self possession. 
Keren ice could not tolerate to see doleful faces alwut 
her, ho fihe gave the girl over to lier sister Drnsilla, 
wlio caused a pleasant little room, looking on to an inner 
court of (lie p-ahute, to be arranged for Iter. After seeing 
that all her wants wore amply supplied, and appointing 
a slave to servo ln>r. 1 >rusilla embraced Thaniar tenderly, 
saying: "Try ami rest now. my child, and cry yourself 
out, if yon can. May the God of our Fathers comfort 
you! I shall come buck present I .v and see how you are." 

With these kind words Drusilhi departed before 
Tlianuir coulil find winds lo express ber gratitude. At 
first she st«w»d like one si mined in the middle of the 
room, then she threw herself down on a couch near the 
window. Was it not all a had dream, she asked herself. 
Was her father really dead j ff so how could she have 
left his remains f Then she more clearly remembered 
the lonely house -where she had found herself at day- 
break alone with her father, she remembered how for 
all her grief she could not recall him to life, bow she had 
cried nlond for help, hut all in vain, and how anjrutoh 
and terror had seized upon her. Then she seemed to 
see the Centurion Itefore her, looking so sympathizing!? 
at her, she seemed to hear him trying to console her and 
persuading her to go away with him. Hut what could 
have induced her to leave the side of her dead father, 
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:iiid go away with a stranger f She know now; il was 
the tear of fulling info llic hamhs of her a Ilia need husband 
or ol tin? horrid Governor that drove her lo leave, and 
she felt that she could trust tin; tViiturioii entirety. 

And now the thought occurred (<> Iut. what would 
her lather say if he knew her lo he under the rool of the 
Herodians. He hated that family with hitler hatred, 
and considered them aKacnr.se to llu- land. The idea 
troiibleil her; bom her childhood she had been ac- 
customed to shape her thoughts and EaeUnKS by those of 
lier father. But she could not no to Kzechias, who had 
wooed her for so unworthy a bride-groom, and must 
therefore rest satisfied with having found shelter and 
protectiou for the present. How hind king Herod's 
granddaughter had been to her! Nn, she must rattier 
thank iJod for having come to her succour in licr 
distress. 

Thamar grew calmer, and began I" look aboill her. 
Casting a glance down at the beautiful little garden in 

the court, she was struck by the forcible resemblance lo 
her own, familiar home at Antioch. Persian carpets 
and Indian fabrics of a similar description adorned the 
pavement and Hie walls, and the little spring in She 
garden splashed down with the selfsame sound as that 
which fell into the marble basin at home. Her father 
had provided for her in a princely manner. "Oh that 
W6 had never left that dear house! " she sighed, ami the 
remembrance of her father's affection for her again 
brought her the relief of tears, 

But she MOD wiped away her tears, lor the uncertainty 
about her brother's fate pierced her heart like a sword. 
"How selfish I am," she said to herself, "to forget 
Benjamin. How bitterly he will weep when he hears 
that Father is dead! Can I really* do nothing for his 
release 1 A ml must I leave the burial of my poor father 
tostraugcrsf What can have bewnne ol the good old 
Sara T I have no time for fruitless tears, I must speak 
to Droit ilia and see if nothing ean he done for iny brother 
and the nurse, and alas! for the dear one who is 
departed I" 

She rose to her feet, and clapped her hands. Her 
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munitions was obeyed by a middle-aged slave, who knelt 
down lief ore lier with her anus crossed on her breast. 
Tlisinmr, unaccustomed to suca servile subservience, 
bade bar rise, and inquired her name. 

"I am called Helena in this house, my mistress," 
the woman replied; her pleasant voice prepossessed 
Tbaniar in her favour. 

"Helena! Then you ate a Greek, and 1 will speak 
Greek to you." 

"Speak in Aramaic ii you please, it is my native 
language." 

"Very well. Should I be disturbing Drusilla, if I 
asked to see ker now 1" 

"The Princest* is with her lirollier, kin^ A-grippa, 
at present; but the moment she returns 1 will give her 
your message. "' 

"You seem so superior and sensible, Helena, that 
perhaps I may as well consult you as Brasilia," Thamar 
said, fixing a scrutinizing look on the slave, whose grave 
manuer and frank countenance Certainty inspired one 
with confidence. "Sit down beside me and let me tell 
you my sad story." 

Helena sealed herself ;if Thaumr'js feet, and listened 
with unfeigned sympathy to the- account, of cruel fate 

which had overtaken Hie unhappy girl. She said little, 
biii iiu« very exprasalon of he* eyes Boomed to give con- 
solation, ami I he (one ol her voice. She said she had 
acquaintances in the town, and would make inquiries 
alxnii Nam ; as lo IViijamln, the. brigands would do him 
no harm as long us 1 ln*v hoped for a ransom, and if they 
saw no probability of getting one, they would let him 
go free. Hie asked if their father had no man of 
business, or steward, or near relative in Antiocli or 
elsewhere. 

Thamar answered that she had never concerned her- 
self alioofc her father's business affairs. "Since the 
death of my mother, which occurred at Benjamin's 
birth, when T was still a child, we lived in a very 
secluded manner. Until my uncte died without 
children, and father had to manage his business, he 
devoted hiaiaeli to study of the ilolv fio*tptOIWi Of 
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late years I ha-ve often seen him going over accounts 
with a little mail with a while heard ; but whether he is 
Father's agent, or only a business friend I know not. 
\Ye have no relatives in Antioi-li, there am no two 
poor orphans in the 'wide world so utterly alone as 
Benjamin and myself!" 

'*l)o you not remember the name Of any of your 
teachers T" Helena inquired furl her. 

"My father taught me to write and read the Sacred 
Rooks, lie also gave mo hiRtruetion in (ireck. 1 learned 
to play the harp of a, bliml musician.'* 

"She would not be able to read yom- tatters, eren it 
we found out where she is," the slave rejoined. "Hut 
that does not matter. The wealthy 1 tabid Sudor must 
be well known in Antiocii. Ask Di-usilln to *»eml a 
trustworthy messenger (hither wilh Idlers. Id liixl mil 
your father's agent and a«niaint him with ynursiliial j. in. 
The messcilfter might bring buck ;i large hum el money. 
then there would be no difficulty in getting your brother 
released. In this world almost anything* ean lie dune 
with gold." 

"Unforftmately the dead cannot be brought, to life 
again!" Tlkain»r answered, "lint we might give iny 
father a grand, a fitting funeral. Ought I not go back 
to Bethauia, in order to see to the interment, and order 
the wailers myself t Alas! how wrong 1 was to leave 
Mm at alii" 

"Under the circumstances no other conrse was open 
to you. You were compelled to fly from your two 
enemiea. And now it certainly would not be advisable 
for you to leave the shelter of thin house. Besides 
nothing can be done to-day because of the Sabbath. To- 
morrow, I feel sure, Princess Drusilla will gladly send 
two <u' three of her slaves over to Itetlianiu- to fetch 
your father's remains. Then yon can bewail him. and 
prepare him with cere-cloths ami spices to be laid to 
rest in the grave, until it pleases Ciod to awaken him at 
the last day." 

'•You belong to the sect of the Pharisees, so my 
lather aoid I do; how consoling it is to believe in the 
resurrection of the dead and life eternal!" Thauiar ex- 
claimed. 
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"Yes, I do beli«vc as holy Job declares, that in the 
last day J whuH rise out of (lie earth and in my flesh I 
shall aeo my Clod, wlioiu I myself shall see »nd not 
another.'' 

"O nifttcr of my soul!" Thamar cried in a smlden 
burst of emotion. '-You are not a slave by birth ; if my 
falher'H means allow of il, your freedom Bhall be pmr- 
euaaed, and you shall l>e my friend.' 1 

"I am (]iiite ha-ppy in my present position, that in 
which God wishes metol>e>. Drusilla isa kind mistress, 
yon will like her when you know lier. And 1 have 
beard of a Icing's son who of ids own free- will became a 
slave in order to srt his p.-uph- free, and the thought of 
him makes my yoke easy and my burden light." 

"What a fanciful girl you are! Tell mo thai, pretty 

fable." 

''Another time-, if you please. I hear Drusilla 

calling me. Besides it is not a fable, it is truth, blessed 
truth!'-' 



BOOK II. 



The insurrection. 
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CHAPTER 17. 
Factions in the City. 

In dne time Simon Bon Gioras made pood his escape 
from the garden of Herod 'a palace where ho had xi-ereled" 
himself and repaired to a narrow street in the poor 
quarter of the city, called Ophel, to thn south of the 
Temple buildings. There was a tavern there frequented 
by his followers, hundreds of whom were at that lime 
in Jerusalem, disguised an pilgrims. 

"What, you here, Simon! I should sooner have 
expected to see you hanging on :i cross than sending 
here on your own limits,'* cried the landlord, a hump- 
backed, blear-eyed little man. "You are all tin; more 
welcome on that account to me and all of us. I little 
thought that Klorus would aciwpt our first offer, I ex- 
pected he would bargain for twice or thrice the amount. 
We would! willingly have given three talents or even 
more, if only to spite Ananus and Eleazar, who would 
gladly have kept you in prison." 

"A. nanus is a dastardly wretch, 1 should not have 
looked for anything better from him , and 1 havo long 
known that his son's ambition is to play the part of 
Israel's chieftain in the war with Rome," I5en Gioras 
answered. "But let me go into the upper room and 
bring me something to eat and drink. Those miserable 
ROmam left mo to starve," 

"Immediately, immediately! I will serve up roast 
lamb, leavened bread, cheese made from goat's milk, 
onions and a jar ol red wine of Kngaddi. Shall I Bend 
up any of your men 1 There are several here sitting 
over their win-e," 

"See that they keep sober for a sharp gallop, and let 
them have their homes ready saddled- I want no one 
at present, till I have had some food; then there are 
two or three things I roust talh over with you." 

cm) 
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'Die host set the cold viands before Ins guest, and 

from a leathern bottle of gout's nkln tilled a jog of ample 

dimensions ■with the luscious dark-red vintage of Kit- 

gaddL The brigand chief made a hasty meal, then he 
lusted the wine, and found it too strong to be drunk 
freely. After one long draught, he put it aside: Now 
line feels oneself a man again, he said to himself. Old 
Zalmlon may come up now. 

Ho rapped on the table and the landlord quickly 
answered his summons. He told him of the conversa- 
tion he hud had with GeMloJ Klornn, and ended by 
saving: "Do you know what was the impression he 
made on me t T believe he let me go in order that wc 
might take up arm:' at once!" 

Zahulon wagged his head from side to side and final- 
ly answered ; "it ia quite possible that- the insurrection 
would come opportunely for him. Or he may have 
released you for the Kike nf causing dissension in our 
camp, for any child can foresee that those hypocritical 
Pharisees will never submit to have you for their leader. 
Or he may have done it in order to Obtain your promise 
that be should lake his departure wiihout fear of your 
bandits. For the matter of that, it is a pity that you 
pledged yourself so solemnly not to undent him. lie is 
certain lo go to Oacaurcn tonight, Uow easy it won hi lie 
to overtake him on the way! And I reckon be will take 
with him nol lews Mian Hfty or sixty tali Mil k. not any less 

than lhat. If you had known that, I believe you would 
have made some other proposal to him. It might 
iilinosl I m- said that the promise was not binding, since 
it wns given under finite a false supposition." 

' 'Do not tempt mo with your flue-drawn sophistries, 
yon old sinner. My deadliest enemy shall never Kay of 
me that I violated my oath. Robbery anil murder are 
often honorable ncl.s in these times and in these parts, 
they are only directed against one's fellow-men, bnt 
perjury is a sin against God Himself. So do not come 
near me with your arguments." 

"Well, well, it is a pity though, all the same. Sixty 
talents! that would be nice addition for our military 
coffers, and being token from the enemy, it would count 
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:m double. We should be very glad or it, the more bo 
Since the expedition against the wealthy Baubi Sadoc 
VU unfortunately a failure. 

*'Aa for tbttt, when we storm the citadel, I shall 
settle accounts with the Roman cenlnriou, who Inter- 
posal so inopportunely." 

"What do you uieait by settling accounts? You may 
revenge yourself, if yon will, hut Outdoes nob proven t 
1 J*'* l ,lan we arranged so astutely for getting- the whole of 
the Hnbbi's property, some hundred talent*, into the 
hands of the confederates, having come to nothing. He 
Ml into the trap readily when the prospect was held out 
lo him of ailing the High-Priest's office anil llnis acting 
Over again the part of the Father of the Machabces. 
And if we had brought hie daughter afl an orph lined 
heiress to Jerusalem, her wealth, ostensibly (be property 
dl lien Cumpbas and his son, would in reality have 
<'»iiie to us. And now the daughter has disappeared — 
probably she has been told win. were the real authors 
of the plot against her father, and will not be prevailed 
upon to give her hand to Kleazar." 

Then Zabulon proceeded to tell the story of the »bor- 
1ive attempt on the part off Eleazar's and Sheik Mar- 
duch's followers respectively, to possess themselves of 
1 be J>rid« an d her dowry, both off which had been carried 
off to the Governor. 

"I heard the Procurator accused of that a few hours 
njro," Ben Gioras replied, "and could not make head or 
[nil of the affair. So that is how matters stand! And 
Instead of the bride they brought) him an old maid- 
servant. Bat what has become of the damsel herself, 
and above all, what business had the Sheik to interfere 
in what did not concern him!" 

"It is evident that he wanted Sadoc's daughter, who 
is said to be extremely beautiful, for himself; and the 
i entunon probably was of the same mind, for he hna 

got her hidden somewhere — I shall very soon find out 
where." 

"Well, that is Bomerbinc else to add to his score" 
l(.'ii (Jioras exclaimed. "And as sure as I am a Bon off 
Abraham, that saucy young jack-a-nspes shall answer 
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to me for it. That fair daughter o! our people shall 

new be bia. What hu become »* <*» »»y f lB he in 

^&S* »•■* »» **"■« ■ awnt ** amoodt 

H01.H OJ II: Bif He must unrroiulcr Urn hoy immediately, 

3SU&«ft the key to flu* a fortune it -would only 
S I ,ir And aa regards the treasures which the I ro 
™intor is carUins aVay to Caeaarea, to the BOM injury 

OODSOteitoe. lint 1 have taken no oath ijll^jfj 

""taSterM struck to .able heavily wi*M. H 
rilrgam -T.h lUbbi Sadoc bjtad my took, enrich 
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Yon are oar Captain, ami if you do not choose that the 
Klmik should do it, he shall not. I will go and tell one 
of >«ur men to go and felcli Sadoe'a young boo." 

"Send him to mo, I would rather Rive him my orders 
myself. And il you give him ai letter without my know- 
ledge, 5t will be all the worse for you, old man!" 

The hont left the room and called the messenger, who 
wan known as. Ked Tubal. Of course he gave him a 
verbal message lor the Sheik, adding the Captain did 
not Wish a written message Rent. So when Iten (iioras 
asked the man whether Zabulon had Riven him n letter 
for the Sheik he said no. 

The messenger quitted tho city by the Fountain pile, 
and rode on towards the desert through the live-long 
night At the brook Cedron he met some men carrying 
a litter. Accustomed lo make Inquiries about every- 
thing, he asked the men whence they came, and soon 
learned that they were, couvrying »» nc ctI "- r th:l " " ,c 
wounded Kabbi iu the litter lo Jerusalem. The hcarera, 
weary of his questions, would not lell him to what house 
they were taking the sick man. Tubal hesitated for a 
moment whether to follow them, but he decided to go on 
liiswav, reflecting that he had no orders to do other- 
wise, the Captain had bidden him make haste, and the 
winner the news of the Konian Governor's journey to 
Oaeaarea reached the Sheik, bo much the better. So he 
pat spurs to his horse and trolled quietly along the 
moonlit road. "Our Captain is a queer fellow," be 
said to himself, "he would not betray the Governors 
movement* to the Sheik. I dare say he would grudge 
him both the glory of the exploit and the spoil." 

Early on the following morning Hen Gioras, accom- 
panied by Zabolon and a few other leaders of the SiVura, 
made their way unnoticed to Cahvphas* house. They 
were admitted at onoe by the porter and conducted to 
the cellar-like apartment on the ground-floor ol the half- 
ruined wing, the hall in which the Chief Council had 
uttered Jesus' death-warrant. The dungeon where the 
maniac was confined was beneath the inbabitated portion 

of the house. 

Ananas Ben Caiaphas did not keep them waiting 
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long. With every demonstration of delight he hastened 
into the room, and cried : "What do I heart Simon, 
Moved Simon, brother of my heart, you an given IkicIj 
to us! the maiustay of our confederation I" So saying 
he would have (brown his arms round Iten CJioras' neck 
and kissed liiui, but the bandit held him at arm's length, 
replying coldly : "Not so last, Hen (Hiuphus. You were 
not ho very eager to ransom me. If the decision had 
rested with you, for all your professions of affection, I 
should now bo hanging on the ©MM." 

1 'Who has been slandering me so basely t" exclaimed 
Ananua with well-acted indignation. "How can you 
believe such a thing of me! Because I did not fall in 
•with the first offer Floras nuulet Do be reasonable. 
I hoped for the sake of our coffers to get him to redan 
his terms, which were unconscionably high, and besides 
my son was hoping to persuade (ho Chief Council to 
storm the palnce, and set you free with a sword, not 

u purse in bis hand." 

"Yon are never at a loss for excuses," Ben Gioraa 
replied. "But. wo will put private matters awde. What 
measures are to be taken when the Procurator has de- 
parted, and left only a handful of soldiers behind?" 

"Wo must take up anus. The cowards, who am 
conc-erin-d about their money-Imp*, and the more wealthy 
of the citizens in general, want peace at any price. 
Their leaders must Im- sacrificed to the public weal. 
My father OUOD said it was expedient Unit one man 
should die, and not the wholo nation perish, and I pay: 
It is expedient that a hundred should die! Here is a 
list of the names of those members of the Council who 
are for 'pencfi uneoitd ilium illy. They must be removed, 
or wo shall never attain our end." 

"Let mo seo them." said Ben Giorafc. "The Hij»h- 
Priest comes first. — well, he deserves lo die — then comes 
Ezechias — why be is your relative who wooed Sadoc'a 
daughter for your son! f must say gratitude is not 
your distinguishing characteristic!" 

"The good of my people is my guiding star, and t 
would even sacrifice my son. if it f» necessary for 
Israel's freedom and the Imp of Moses required it. 
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Thank Heaven, Eleazar is eager to fi^lit ilie battle of the 
Ijonl, though I thought it bettor not to admit him to our 

COIlKUll-atiOUS." 

"You Aid right there. I confess I would rather use 
my sword than deal, like you, iu these secret under- 

banded Tim. Your son is to he envied. But who is to 

l«* High-Priest it Ezechias who stands next in succession, 
is on Hie list of the proscribed f " 

"We promised the office toSndoe," Ananua answered. 
"But since lie is either dead or severely wounded, we 
must prospectively in the sorrowful event of bis decease, 
choose a man from amongst ourselves, one whom we 
can thoroughly trust to fill (lie post." 

"Perhaps yon are thinking ol yourself," suggested 
lten Gloraa. "Well, if 1 did, what objection have yon 
to mafcel I have the best claim to the post which my 
father filled so ably." 

"I have nothing against it,'* Ben Gioras replied, 
shrnggiug his shoulders. "It mailers little In inc who 
borrows the breastplate with the names of the twelve 
tribes from Agrippa on high festivals. But how you 
could dare to go into the Holy of Holies without Jearing 
lest the fate of Core and Dal.han overtake yon passes 
iny comprehension." This latter hall of his speech the 
brigand did not alter aloud, 

"Very good," Zabulou said. "Ben Cainphas shall 
bo High-Priest. Hut we shall expect him to pay us a 
good round sum for this job. Wo will settle how much 
presently* When Ezechias is dead, he will be the guar- 
dian, perhaps the heir of Rabbi Sadoe'a children, and 
can dispose of all the largo fortune as he pleases." 

The others were agreed, and the remainder of the 
names were read out. Only one was Btruck off the list, 
that of Joseph Ben Matthias. It was hoped to gain him 
(4i their side hy the offer of a post of command, lor he 
wan known to think much of himself. Besides lie bad 
nuule an enemy of the Procurator by the accusations he 
had brought against him, and was popular in the city. 

After every thing had been discussed and considered, 
the conspirators separated, ho plug to succeed in stirring 
up the people to revolt before the pilgrims had dis- 



198 LVC1V9 FLAWS- 

pcrsed. And if tlie moderate party attempted to restore 
tranquillity, they must pay for their interference with 
their lives. 

Burly the next morning the nigh-Priest heard of the 
departure of the Governor, and the withdrawal of the 
greater part of the troops. He hastily summoned a 
meeting of the chiefs of the moderate party in his house. 
AH were unanimously agreed that the threatened rising 
must be prevented. Matthias Hen Matthias, brother to 
Joseph, who was detained as a hostage in the palace* 
Haid they must apparently yield to the will of the excited 
inoh, and advised delay. To* gai n time would in itself he 
a great gain. When once (hose who had come up to 
the Feast had left the town, the citizens, who now were 
emboldened by feeling themselves so greatly in the ma- 
jority, would easily be brought to their senses, the ring- 
leaders eould then bearrcnUKl, first and foremost Elea^ir 
and his father, who were in league with Ken Giorna 
and Ida bandits, and appeared to be at the head of a 
formidable conspiracy. Meanwhile the Governor would 
probably bo persuaded to adopt milder nieasnres, lie 
must see that he could not irritate the people any more 
with impunity. King Agrippa might be asked to write 
to Florns ami to the Legato with that intention. 

On the last. |W)iut there was :i difference of opinion, 
and it was ultimately given up, for both Phari sees, and 
Sailucees detesti-jl the house of Herod. Nor was any- 
thing decided an to urn-sting Kleamr and his father. 
The otln*r suggestions were adopted, and a goodly 
number of emissaries mixed with Hie people that day, 
artfully insinual ing that it was not yet time to revolt 
againat the Roman authority. The people must be 
armed; if the whole country rose as one man, with the 
Syrians mid Mesopotatuians as allies, success might con- 
fidently Iki anticipalrd. Let the pilgrims return home 
quietly and there await the signal which the High-Priest 
and the Council, but no others, would give at the 
opportune time. 

Meanwhile the hasty departure, not to say the flight 
of the Legate and the Procurator had become generally 
known, and all the town was in a ferment. The narrow 
Btreeto were crowded with masses oi the people. 
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"Wo thorongbly frightened them yesterday when 
such n lot of 11s shouted outside the palace gates," 
remarked one of the citizens. 

"I believe we did. And it would have been better 
it we had attacked them then and then*, and driven them 
out with stones and cudgels, as noon us t lie High-Priest 
:ind the other members, of the Council hail withdrawn," 
another said. 

4 'True enough. Then they would not have escaped 
with their planner. They tell me there were a hundred 
eatnels, heavily laden, carrying chests of gold and all 
mariner of treasures which they took away," a third 
interposed. 

"That is all very well, but then it would have been 
tantamount to putting the good Itahhi Joseph Ben Mat- 
thias to the sword. Ho delivered on the whole a very 
good address in Greek —I know wlmt 1 ;im Baying, for 

my nephew goes to him to llie temple fur instruction. 

And not only would it have Mftt the poor man Ink Hie, 
but it was to a certain extent the Sabl Kith, and a combat 
would have been contrary to both law and custom. That 
is my opinion, and Rabbi Gamaliel is of the same mind. 
And today, the 16th Xisan, when the first fruits of the 
coin are ottered in the temple, all servile work and deeds 
of violence are strictly forbidden. I think we should do 
better if wo wore to k<> "d> to the temple and see the 
I'riests* festive dances, than stand about here in the 
wt reels talking about war. Lord, chastise nfi not accord- 
ing to our iniquities." Thereupon the Pharisee drew 
forth his phylneferies, half-closed his eyes, and began to 
say his prayers wliile still in the thick of the crowd, 
wendinj; his way at the same time towards the temple. 

"It is a pity," another said, "that the rest of the 
Sabbath extends to the festival today. Otherwise wc 
could liave I'li: sued them, for with a thousand beasts or 
burden, (for there were thousands, not hundreds of them. 
iw my cousin who lives at the gate of the Women told 
inn,) with such a cavalcade, I say, they could not go on 
very quickly. We could siill overbite them and attack 
them in the narrow passes behind liethania." 

"Oh, as for that, leave the job to Sheik Mardoch 
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and bis Bedouins. II he gets wind of the Governor's 
journey ho will fall upon him like a thunderstorm," 

"Have you heard that Hen Gioras in at liberty 
ugainf " asked a Jew who had just joined the group. 

"lien < Moras at liberty!" they all ejaculated in as- 
tonishment. "He is an arch-robber and has deserved 
to he crueiued a hundred times. But w« want him and 
his followers if there is really going to he a revolt. They 
say, he has ten thousand desperadoes at his command." 

"More than that, you may rely upon it. Almost all 
the 18,000 workmen whom Agrippa dismissed last year 
joined him. And Sheik Murdoch's horsemen may be 
reckoned by thousands," siid a pilgrim from Jericho. 

"The Romans will have a fine business if thoy really 
venture to send us another Governor. We will close 
the piles of Jerusalem in bis face, and fight agadust bin 
troops like one man," said another of the citizens. 

"And come they will. They will not g;ive up this 
eoliiitry, which they have squeezed like a lemon for 
nearly a whole century, without a struggle- We shall 
have to fight lor law and liberty as the Machahees did. 
But we must sill join together, all the sons of Jacob, ami 
the God ol our fathers will give as His aid!" 

The last words were ottered by Eleazar, who was 
parsing by apparently accidentally, and they were 

received enthusiastically. "All hail to our leader, the 

modern Judas Miiehalwus!" resounded on all sides, and 
evsry eye was tamed l.> llm Oa plain of tUcTemplegiiard, 
as he stood then In Ids glittering armour, like Haul a 
head and shoulders higher than the crowd, in reality 
the Image of a hero of bygone days. He spoke again. 

"Tlie coat of mail whieh I wear did, it is true belong 
to Judas Machabcus. May his spirit, bis courage 
animate me and you all! Brethren, choose from among 
those who have come ii|» for the Feast men who will 
defend (he law ami the temple. We have plenty of arms, 
aacl BOOH shall have a further supply. Do not let your- 
selves be deluded by the wiseacres, who, concerned for 
the safety of their pelf, cry Peace, Peace! There can be 
no peace between the Lord God of Hosts and the false 
gods of the Romans. Nor cau there be peace botween 
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His children and these uucirniinmcd dogs, whom may 
Iho Lord in His wrath consume like stubble before Ibc 

lire.*' 

Again shouts of applause were heard, hot Elrazar 
checked them. "l>o not talk, but ml," lie said, "Now 
to up to the temple and offer to God U» first sheal of 
corn. And when fhe Feast is over, sharpen your 
Kwonls, buckle on your armour, fill your quiver with 
arrows. And he who is too poor to provide himself 
with weapons, may tome up to inc, Id GffrpaM' house 
— all Israel knows where that is." 

Followed by noisy erieB, EleaHir wilted wlowly up 
lo the temple, carrying his head very high. 



CHAPTER 18. 
Tha mar's Flight. 

In Herod's palaee the outbreak of the insurrection 
was hourly expected, and it was debate*! whether it 
would not !"■ advisable to withdraw the sen tin* -U on 
gnard at the city-gates for tin- defence of the Antonia 
fortress and tho palace. But tlii.s measure wu loo palp- 
able, a confession of weakness t*> Iwi tolerated by Roman 
valoar. "If they attack us in earnest, we have no 
diance," said Lysias the tribune; "and m that case it 
matters not whether we die a brave soldier's death 
defending the gates, or on the walla of the fortirsfi." 

"I do not think that it will come to that, although 
yonr Prwumtor evidently challenges attack by bis and- 
tleu departure. The party who really wishes for peace, is 
too tdrongat present," replied Joseph the scribe, w'houi 
the tribune treated with all consideration. 

"I should like to confer with king Agrippa so* as to 
lie prepared whatever happens," J.ysiaasaid. "Perhaps 
lie would send US a few auxiliaries, Ix-fore Gallits could 

come iijt with his legions, in cane that is, the Jews 

aelually revolt. Of course then is no doubt that Rome 
will event uully nwnu(|iur the city ;md :ivengeourl>l00d, 
hut how many lives would a siege cost! We might avert 
that if we could but succeed in holding the palace and 
the Antonia lor a few weeks or months, until the Syrian 
legion, and one from Kgypt comes to reinforce us. 
Should you have the courage, Lucius, to go as soon as 
it is dark — of course in disguise — to Berenice's bouse, 
you know where it i.s. I think it would be. wiser to get 
her to speak for us, I ban to go direct to Agrippa. To 
tell the truth, she is far braver than her brother." 

The Centurion was quite ready to undertake the 
mission. Undercover of darkness he slipped mil. Of ft 
postern gato into the twn, muffled in the wide cloak 
worn by pilgrims from Arabia. There were many people 

(203) 
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coming and going in the streets, and although Lucius 
did not understand much of the vernacular, lie knew 
enough to gather that the question whether or no the 
Unmans should be attacked, was being hofly discussed. 
When ho reached Berenice's palace he breathed freely, 
lor valiant as he was in buttle, tlio idea of being recog- 
nized as. a Kouian soldier and out to pieces by the mob 

was by no means pleasant. 

He found the entrance to the palace Strictly guarded, 
for the popular feeling was almost iiH inimical to the 
Herodiana as to the liomans. Consequently when a 
j*li-anger whose dress was that of an Arab approached 
the 3.'ttt«, the sentries pointed their lances at him. On 
his nationality being disclosed, he was at once admitted, 
but the crowd collected in front «t the |mkuo cried: 

"Treason! a Itoman disguised as an A nib hits liee-n b-t 

into the palace of UiaHerodiuns! What can his business 
bef " And the throng round the palace gates increased 

every minute. 

When Lucius stepped in the brilliantly lighted ntrmm 

Knpolcmos the major-domo met him in some alarm, 
asking, in the aame of the gods, why he was sotting the 
people on them- But when he recognized the Cent nrion 
hhj tone changed, though he thought it necessary to 
devise nome means of pacifying the mob. So calling 
one of the servants he luule him put the Arab cloak 
round him and go and tell the people he had brought a 
letter from the High-Priest, and when tranquillity was 
restored, slip in by the back door. "What troublous 
times are these T' ho continued, addressing the Centur- 
ion. "Shall I take your name to the Queen, or her 
princely sister, or to the fair fugitive whom yon brought 
hither yesterday? "What a l)cautiful creature she in! She 
deserves to be a Greek or a Roman, for certainly the 
Graces presided at her birth." 

"Ilave the goodness to announce me to the Queen," 

Lucius replied. 

"I will do so directly. And is not the lovely Jewess 
so much as to know that her gallant rescuer is in the 
house 1" EupolemoB inquired, with a sly look at the 
Ceu tu rion. 
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"Tier bereavement is so- recent that I will not venture 
1.0 intrude upon her at present," the soldier rejoined. 

"How very considerate t Well, Hint was tlie message 
she -sent down this afternoon to the Captain o>t the Tem- 
pleguaitl, who came and almost insisted on B e oing her." 

Lucius had no idea lliiit Tlutninr h hand had been 
promised to Eleazar by her fa (her. She only told him 
that she wjik apprehensive ol fore into ilIhUh-Ciou on the 
part of the Governor, lie could not conceive what in 
the world the Captain -could want with the daughter of 
the lalo Rabbi. Eupolemos -went on to wiy that the 
young man affirmed positively that he was the affianced 
lo the i'lM'ii liul maiden, threatening to take her away 
hy force, alleging that it was against his will that ehe 
was detained here, 

''What did she Bay to thatl" Lucius Inquired. 

"She would not hear a word of the betrothal, and 
made mo give the man a "written declaration in which 
alio asserted that she came here and remained here of 
her own free will. Thereupon this Jewish Mars thought 
lit to take himself off, looking black asi thunder and 
threatening lo come, again. I am afraid he will make 
great dinagreeahles for us. But it is high time that I 
Showed von iii, for the Queen's favorite maid has seen 
you." 

A few minutes later Lucius found himself In Bere- 
nice's presence She received him in a state apartment, 
lighted by a magnificent Chandelier. He wondered at 

the perfect Hcreiiity I he royal lady displayed despite the 

ilisturhed slate of the city. She was Vffly gittdOQft, and 
listened allcnlively while he ex pounded Lysias' projects, 
and liegged lier lo mediate with her brother on his behalf. 
"We have Invariably sided with Rome, although 
Home has not always rewarded our fidelity as it deserv- 
ed to 1)0 rewarded," she said. "After the death of my 
father Agrippa, my brother, instead of being permitted 
to assume the heredilary crown of Jndea, was pnt off 
with the insignificant kingdom of Chalcis. And it would 
asnn redly have lieen better for Rome, as well aRfor iny own 
nation, had Agrippa ■mended the throne of his fathers, 
Instead of Jndea becoming the prey of this Roman Pro- 
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curator's shameless greed! Pardon my plain speaking; 
knowing you I s*e that sill Koiiihiik are not like these 
governors who treat oar royal race with scorn and drive 
tOie Jewish nation to desperation. Yet we shall -continue 
1-0 hold with Rome, it ouly because war must infallibly 
end with the- destruction of this city, and ol the temple 
built by my ancestor and only complied last year by 
my brother. I will apeak to Agrippa tomorrow; I feel 
sure he could soon collect a, body of mercenaries from 
the towers and the shores of the Dead Sea, so that you 
might have some succour, awaiting Callus' arrival. But 
I hope the people will keep quiet, provided Klorus does 
uot irritate them by fresh enonuituw." 

Thub spoke Berenice, toying meanwhile with her 
golden nruilets. When the Centurion expressed his 
thanks and prepared to depart, slut dTOppoa ber ■oM, 
distant manner, and licgau lo talk about Thainar, whose 
beauty and whom misfortune must town every heart. 
She told him bow the orphaned maiden hail made every 
effort to give her father a fitting burial. Itut Urn slaves 
whom E-upolcinoH had sent to Rethania to make inqui- 
ries, had returned with the tidings that the ftubbi was 
already interred and Hie house was left empty. The 
unhappy girl was overwhelmed with grief, and it was 
with difficulty that &he was prevented from going herself 
to Bethania, to visit, the grave and render <luo houours 
to the departed. Of course in these troublous days she 
could not have been allowed to go, the more so aa a new 
clanger threatened her, an enemy laying in wait to entrap 
the heiress, as she appeared to lie, to a large fortune. 
Klcazar, the scion Of a house once honorable but now 
greatly reduced and burdened with debt, had thrust 
himself into the house and claimed the damsel as his 
bride. She believed some such alliance hud actually 
been arranged by the father, bat the girl herself would 
not hear of it. She was not sure whether under the 
Jewish law she might nol be compelled to consent. 
Moreover the young man had threatened to bike her 
away by force, 

"As he is the Captain of the Templegnard, he may 
succeed in doing so," Berenice continued. "Conse- 
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quently we have decided to remove the maiden this very 
evening to the fortress Masada on the *«st shore of the 
Dead Sea. My sister Drasilla will accompany her with 
some trustworthy slaves. Sister has taken a wonderful 
fancy t o T liaiuar. It is letter for her too that she should 
he out of the town just now, "when a storm threatens to 
burst over it. For my part I enjoy it little excitement, 
I inn not naturally timid. They can remain nt, Masada 
till the times are quieter. Meanwhile I .shall direct my 
steward at Autioeh to make inquiries about Thaniar's 
connections, nnd BM that her fortune is not lost to her. 
ft Appears she has no relatives there, anil those she has 
here are wretchedly poor and grawpirig. Until her mar- 
riage tSie young girl's property can 1m* placed under the 
care of Ceatius Gal Ins, who seems to have some idea of 
honour and justice. Ami I hope she will soon he mar- 
ried for to my knowledge a suitor has come forward, a 
fine, handsome young man, equally noble and brave, 
and to him Ostitis would gladly give the charming 
bride and her large inheritance, for that fortunate suitor 
is a Roman." 

The last words were uttered with a meaning look. 
The colour mounted to the Centurion's cheek, as- ho -dis- 
avowal any Intention of noting the part of suitor himself. 

Thereupon the Prlneees touched him lightly on the arm 

with :i short ivory sli.k, the iron point of which was an 

object of dread to her slaves, Niying: "Do not try to 
deceive me! 1 should not Ik-, a woman if I had not read 
your heart ami Thamar's at the first glance. Will yon 
escort my sister to Musadul I will ask Lysias to give 
you leave." 

"You are most kind, my Queen," Lnciuft answered. 
"But when danger svems no imminent, I should not like 
to abandon my comrades," 

Berenice expected this answer, or ehe would not have 
made the proposal. I n fa«t it wan not without a lurking 
feeling of jealousy that she had perceived that the 
Rabbi's daughter held a higher place in the young 
officer's affection than herself, and the design of separ- 
ating them had weighed with her in planning to send 
Uie girl to a distance. "I quite understand and approve 
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your feeling," she replied. "But yon will conduct the 
I liters a» far as the city gale, and w that your guards 
ii'i tlicm out immediately." 

To this the Centurion gladly agreed. Almost directly 
Dnisiilla entered with Thauiar lo take leaTe of Berenice 
I ii'lure starting on the journey. 

Lucius found an opportunity to speak to Thamar 
apart for a moment. He looked with heartfelt compas- 
Bion at the girl, -whose sweetness and modesty had 
awakened within Mm feelings he had never experienced 
before. He would fain have said a word of sympathy, 
of solace to her, but in his embarrassment he could 
only murmnr: "Poor child! may your God give you 
consolation!" 

Thamar was fully awaro of the nature of the young 
man's feelings for her, and the promptinga of her heart 
almost overcame the warnings of conscience. Hut she 
remembered the strict prohiliilion of tin? God-fearing 
Ewlras in regard to an alliance between a daughter of 
Israel and one of the heathen. So Hhe gave him her 
hand, and said, in as calm a lone as she could command: 
•'Farewell! May the God of my fathers, the one true 
God, be with you and grant you all the happiness yon 
fso richly deserve. Farewell, I shall think of yon daily 
in ray prayers." 

"I hope we shall meet again, under lmppicr circnm- 
stances. I shall always remember you, my sweet child, 
and as soon as possible I shall try to discover yonr fath- 
er's grave, and offer milk and flowers to his manes." 

"No, yon must not make those offerings, our creed 
forbids then)," Thamar rejoined, smiling amid her tears. 
■"But lay a> wreath on it in my name and your own. 
And please take this ring, the stone is a valuable one. 
If I do not return within a year, sell it and put up a 
monument to my father with the proceeds; if I am 
unable to see to this myself, it will be a comfort to think 
that yon will do so; the ring- belonged to my mother. 
Once more farewell- May Uod and the holy Angels 
protect yon!" 

The two royal ladies earoc up at this moment, and 
with the usual good wishes the parting took, place. 
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Miilnifclit was past, and ILo streets were comparatively 
quiet and empty, Boat least Kupolemo>s assured the trav- 
ellers. They left the palace by a side door, opening into 
a iuiiely street, and wens accompanied by a few men-at- 
arms, at whose head Lucius placed himself. Ouce out- 
Bttifl the gale a dozen horsemen were l« form their escort, 

The moon, now almost full, stood high in the heav- 
ens and cast a dazzling light in the narrow street, 
making the small strip of shadow under the houses, on 
one side all the darker by contrast. A solitary figure 
emerged from one of tlieso houses, anil followed the 
cavalcade at a short distance, as it wended its way in 
silence towards the Bphraim Gate. One of the slaves 
drew the (Centurion's attention to the man, but he 
thought it was probably only one of the inhabitants, who 
chanced to be going the flame way. The gate was sooa 
reached, and iro mediately opened to afford egress to Ibe 
Jitters. Lucius stepped up quickly and gave his hand 
to Tliamar as a final farewell. 

As he did so, he observed that the man, who till 
then had kept at a certain distance, eame up close be- 
hind him, and stared into the litter. Lucius turned 
angrily and luid a firm grip on the fellow's shoulder. 
The Jew stammered some excuse, Itnt the Centurion 
saicl : * 'I k now yon lo lie a spy, sent by the -Captain of 
tho Tpu)pk*ttun.nl. Yon may tall your master from me 
that the bride has started salely on lier journey. Hut 
l'--i he should heal 1 1- ■ ''•" slum, you will remain in the 
guard-room for the next twenty-four hours. Keep quiet, 
my friend, or wo shall have to shut you up more closely 
than wiill be agreeable to you." 

Lucius handed the man over to the care of the de- 
carion, who hud liy that time closed the gates. The 
next time the patrol came around lie ventured to the 
palace, and reported the result of his mission to Clan. 
dius Lysiaa. 

It was now Hie morning of the second day since the 
Rabbi's removal to the bouse of the Deacon in Jerusalem. 
Re had passed a tolerably good night. The inflammation 
which had given Nieatior considerable anxiety, was 
much less, and the swelling of the tongue liad gone down 
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to sued an extent, that he waB able to articulate more 
distinctly, though only a few words at a limp. >'icanor 
I bought it best to explain the state ot affairs to him as 
much as possible, for the sake or Betting his; mind at rest 
Thefiore, as soon, as be had dressed the wound with 

his osoufcomed skill and tare, observing that the BabbJ 

OUt his eyes round the small and cheerful chamber as if 
(o inqnire where he was, lie said to him : "You are with 
friends; and if you will promise to spare your poor 
tongue* I will toll you all you want to know. If yon 
talk, you will prevent the wmmd from closing. It is 
unnecessary for yon to ask Questions, I know quite well 
what you would inquire. So as long as you am silent, 
I will talk, but it yon begin to speak, I shall be silent. 
l>oyou agree to that I" 

The Bahbi nodded) in assent. The physician's quid, 
gentle voice soothed liis nerves. He fixed his eyes on 
his countenance to catch every word. To his surprise. 
Nicanor went into an adjoining room first of all, and 
came back with the familiar leather-bags containing Ihe 
money and the jewels. 

"To prove to you that yon are with honest folk, who 
only are concerned for your good I" iNicauor said as he 
set them down. "There is your property just as yon 
gave it in Bethania into your host's care. Please ex- 
amine the seals, to convince yourself that they have not 
been tampered with.' 1 

The Rabbi 's face brightened and he held out a tremb- 
ling hand to the Deacon in token of thanks. Hicauor 
had evidently found the way to win his confidence. 
Now, placing; himself beside the bed, he narrated as 
briefly aa possible all that had happened since the 
Rabbi's parry were attacked on the way from Jericho, 
adding: "It is more than probable that the brigands 
were in league with some treacherous friends of yours, 
who, lusting after yonr gold, enticed you to come to 
.Jerusalem by false representations. That is why Kuse- 
Inus would not surrender the bags to the person yon 
mentioned, until yon were able to test his trustworthi- 
ness, Bon Caiaphaa wanted to carry off your daughter 
by force, but he left yon lying there sorely wounded 
without attempting to do anything for yon." 
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Here Jlicanor paused, for the Itabbi could not contain 
his Indignation. "What lias become of my sout and 
my daughter f" he inquired. 

"That is against our agreement," Nicanor said, pat- 
ting up his hand to enforce silence. " You inusi not ask 
questions. The boy is still iu the robher's cam) . The 
wife of your entertainer at Bethmiia was carried o'tf there 
too. I am sure you will lw willing to pay the ransom 
they demand for her oat or your ample funds., when I 
tell yon that it was only on account of you that she was 
taken prisoner, because her husband refused to deliver 
those two bags up to the robbers." 

The Babbi asked for the tablets and wrote: "As 
large a sum ais can be raised for the captives. Where 
is Tliamar?" 

"Your daughter, happily for her, has escaped the 
clutches both of lien Caiphas and the Procurator, for the 
latter tried to gain possesion ot her. Unforttniate>ly he 
did succeed in seizing the two camels laden with your 
goods. I think I have a. cine to tho whereabouts ot the 
damsel. Do not worry yourself about her, the God of 
her fathers will give her back to you; His holy AngelB 
will protect ber." 

Nothing was said for a few momenta. Then the 
Rabbi asked in willing whether Nieanor was Riire that 
sin' bftd not, been earned "ff by the Itoinau officer who 
rescued them from the hrigunds.1 

"No, she has not been carried off. She is not with 
him," the deacon answered in a positive manner, "lint 
this is enough for today. When I have learnt more and 
you are stronger, you shall hear everything. Now fare- 
well for the present] remember the quieter you keep the 
more quickly will you recover. Busebius will take 
charge of you far the next day or two; I have to go on 
ashort jonrney. Peace be with yon!" 

The Rabbi expressed his gratitude to the best of his 
power, and begged Nicanor to take away the two pre* 
cious bags and alore thera in a safe place. When he 
was cone, Sudoc had lime to think over what he had 
just heard. He looked round the little chamber, now 
brightened by the sunshine, which, its light subdued by 
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a green curtain, fell on tlic straw mats covering the tiled 
door. There was no trace ot wealth, much less of 
luxury about it, but everything was scrupulously clean 
!ind orderly. 

"I must be among Essencs or Therapeutists," the 
Itahbi said to himself. ''Well, whatever their creed 
may be, they seem to be very kind people." 



CHAPTER 19. 

Benjamin's Trials. 

If we return to the lone ilex, we Stall find Benjamin 
Bitting there with Salome at Ihe entrance of the cavern. 
The pood WOBian had told him everything she conld 
think ol to comfort him, assuring liim that his latter 
WW on the highroad lo recovery, and that Thamar had 
happily escaped from the soldiers and the brigands by 

hiding herself. 

"So they took away our old nurse Sara!" said the 
boy, laughing merrily in spite of his fears. "I should 
like to see how that wicked Eleazar will look when he 
Bees her wrinkled old face instead of Thamar's fair 
con n I enn nee. But I hope he will not treat hpr cruelly!" 

"I daresay the poor tiling- will lie thoroughly fright- 
encd. But I should think they would let her go iu a 
few hours' time," Salome said, and her answer contented 
the hoy. 

They sat for some time looking out over the barren, 
rot'ky wilderness where long stretches of sand and bare 
boulders g>\ved in Ihe heat of Ihe midday sun. In the 
far distance tlie grey surliice of the Dead Sea was dis- 
cernible. In the ravines, the eye railed hero and there- 
on agn'en laiiiari.sk or dark cypress, and from a crevice 
in the side of the rock hard by hung the scarlet bloawm 
of a cactus, round whieh some hoes were humming. 
Otherwise there was not n sign of life far and wide. 

"It is a pity, Subline," the boy presently began in a 
low voice, "that you cannot walk far and are such a 
bad hand at climbing. Ixiok, the Bedouin at the top 
of the rock up there, who ought to be watching us, is 
faataaloep. I have bad my eye on him for sometime; 
first he nodded, now lie is fairly snoring. It would not 
be very difficult to climb down there. Ami if I were 
once at the bottom, I should run straight towards the 
west, until I got to Bethania, or at least fonnd someone 
who would tell me the way to Eusebius' house in 

(212) 
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llcthania. Then I should go to my father and say, as 
soon m lie wna well, we would junt go and nnve a look 
ut the temple in the Holy city, and then go hack as Cast 
as we could to Antioch. First we iniml have Mint wicked 
man punished who betrayed us into the robber's hands. 
I would myself go before the Judge, and nay how I 
heard of his treachery from the robber* then i selves. I 
suppose you would be afraid to clhuh down there!" 

"For goodness sake, child ! The precipice is «t least 
a hundred and fifty feet deep. We should both break 
our necks." 

"Oh no, we should not. Not if wo trusted in the 
holy Angels. In that beautiful psalm of David's which 
1 say at my night prayers, it- says expressly tlisit (Jod 
lias given them charge over us, to Imar us up in thrir 
hands lest wo dash our foot against a stone, not (o 
speak of breaking our necks. Let us say the psalm 
and then make tho venture." 

Salome tried to make the child understand that this 
interpretation only applied to dangers to which wc did 
not voluntarily expose ourselves, but he persisted that 
as that was the only way of esca|>e open to them, thcy 
were Justified in taking it. Who knows whether the 
bend-strong youngster might not have made the rush 
attempt, had not a diversion occurred at that juncture. 

A shrill whistle was heard in the distnnce, answered 
in various directions, and the watchman on the cliff 
woke up. Shortly after Benjamin was taken before the 
Sheik, and given in charge to Tubal the red-bearded, 
who had arrived bearing Ben Gioras' orders that tho 
boy was to be taken to Jerusalem. The Sheik complied 
with this beheBt most reluctantly, but the ransom he 
had hoped to obtain was not worth a quarrel with the 
all-potent Captain, who was now at liberty again. Be- 
sides the expedition against Ges-sius Flams seemed to 
ofTer ample compensation. So he told Benjamin his 
wish was to be fulfilled : he was to go to Jerusalem on 
the morrow wilh the Tiedbeard. 

"To my father and sister! " Benjamin cried in delight. 

"That we shall see," the Sheik answered. "Now 
iiiiud, you will always* find welcome and protection in 
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my tents, in case you do not like being at home with 
your father or in your brother-in-law's house. You Will 
have a sword and a horse, a tent aud the wide world for 
your portion, whenever you. come io mc. Perhaps in 
after years yoa may have a fancy for this sort of life." 

Benjamin begged hard that Salome might go with 
him, bub the Sheik said he had more important matters 
to think about than an old woman. ISeacoii-fires were 
Lighted to summon the troops from all Hides, and before 
sunset the Sheik at the head of several hundred horse- 
men net out in a north-westerly direction. Hut he cum© 
loo Late. The cohorts had already passed through the 
mountain-gorges when ho overtook their rear-guard, and 
lie could not venture to attack the well -disciplined ranks 
of the Romans in the plains almost beneath the walla ol 
Caesarea. He was very much enraged with lien Gioras 
for not letting him know about the matter sooner. Had 
lie hail any suspicion that the Chief wished to conceal it 
hoax lii in altogether, he would have broken oil with 
liiui entirely. 

The next morning Uenjamin was up betimes and in 

high spirits. Salome felt wire Unit he would not be 
taken to Belhania, but put into the hands of Ben Gaia- 
jthaa. She said nothing however to interfere with his 
happiness, only bade him repeat his psalm alwut the 
Angola, and ill bidding him farewell, made the sign oi 
the QEOflfl Vtt ''is forehead. 

"Why are yon scratching my lace with your thnmbf " 
the boy inquired, for he- WW ignorant ol the sign of the 
cross. 

"It is a token ol Irtwwinp," Salome replied, "and I 
pray that you may oue day know its virtue and grace. 
Now goodbye aud the pflaea of the Lord bo with you!" 

The evening was far advanced when Tubal the red- 
bearded reached the crest of the Mount of Olives, aud 
in the fast lading twilight Benjamin caught the first 
glimpse of the toweling walls and roofs of the temple, 
still tinged with rosy light while the valley below was 
wrapt in darkness. "There is the temple, the temple 
of Almighty God!" the. boy exclaimed enthusiastically, 
stretching out bis arms towards the lofty structure, 
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whilst the verse of a psalm which he hail often heard 
Ttiaftuir sing to the accompaniment of her burp, ro*e to 
his lips: How lovelv are Thy tabernacles, Lord of 
hosts! My soul longeth aud fainteth (or the courts of 
myGedl ..... 

"Y'ou make my horse restive with your stupid noise" 
the brigand said grossly. 

Then it occurred to Benjamin thai from Salome's 
description ol the way, they ought t» b»« g°* lo Be " 
tbania before Jerusalem came in sight, lb- questioned 
his companion about this, and said lie must take, lmn to 
Eusebins' house in Betbania. Bat the niiin answered 
gruffly that tho bov's father was in Jerusalem ; only the 
day before yesterday he had met the Utter in winch he 
was being couveyed to the city. So the I my relapsed 
inlo silence, and about U hour later, when it was .jmte 
dark, they stopped a-t Z»bulon'» door. 

Benjamin wafl frightened nfc the Bight of the old. 
blear-eyed landlord ami would have run 00* again inlo 
the street, if Zabulon hud not. laid a lirm grip ou Mi 
arm, saving: "Now, now, young man where arc you oil 
tol I will take you to your pood cousin, when you have 
eaten the nice thins* 1 will give you, all sorts ol dain- 
ties, cakes and honey, raisins aud fresh figs." 

Benjamin stoutly declared that lie did not want to go 
to his cousin, but to- his father, and he wished for none 
of the old man's dainties. When however, Zabnlon put 
bira into a inner room and promising to take him very 
soon to bis fattier, set some of the good things he BpOjW 
Of on the table, the child's hunger prevailed over his 
aversion to the host, and he ate at first a little and then 
very freely of the provision* berore him, till his appetite 
being sati'sfled he thought of poor Salome who had such 
miserable fare iu the robber')* den, and wished he could 
send her what was left. Then he bethought him that 
he had forgotten, all about his father, and railing Xabu- 
lon. told him he must take him to bis father at once. 

The old man lingered intentionally until, overcome 
by fatigue, the child fell into ft sound sleep. "Well, well, 
be said to himself, "the morrow will be plenty soon 
enough. I am not going to take the lad to Ben Caiaphas 
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this dark night, besides I hare not got si written promise 
of I he talent that I WM to Iiufp." Thereupon ho laid the 
boy on a sheepskin, and ho slept f:ir into the morning. 
"Whi'ii lie woke up, Benjamin heard voices in the 
next room, and recognizing that of the landlord, he 
called bo hiiii, reminding him of bis promise to take him 
lo liifi lather. Znbulou replied lhat Ihe man who waft to 
lake hiin to his father was there, only waiting to put 
his signature to :i paper, ami would be ready by the 
lime Benjamin had washed and said his in n ruing prayers. 
The boy did us, he was told, and meanwhile the two 

men, who were disputing, seemed lo have iu:idi> up their 
difference. Zabulon unlocked Ihe door and brought out 
the boy, giving him over lo the charge of a man, the 
shifty look of whose eyes prejudiced the child against 
hint at once. 

"There, friend," the landlord said , "I give the golden 
key Into your safe-keeping. Mind you take good care of 
him, and make use of him for the benefit of Ihe league. 
Yoti know Ben Gioras will not he joked with. ,? Then 
turning to the boy he added: "That is the man who 
will take you to your faiher." 

'•'•'-. i.Muii! ]iiHi£ batik, evidently mistrusting the 
Stranger whose appearance by no means inspired -con- 
[idi-iice, ZabuJon perceiving this, told the ohUd he had 

betli'i- ko with the man willioiil making any Objection, 

for lie knew wv\\ how lo make nauglity boy a do as ho 

bade lli'Mii. 

There was no alternative therefore bat to go with 
him. ItciijiiHiin followed his guide through a labyrinth 
of streets and alleytt, until they came to Ihe market-place, 
and afk'r crossing i(, slopped at the door of a courtyard. 
Ou his companion opening it, the boy asked if he should 
find Ins fsither there, and on being answered in the 
altirmative, he entered quite willingly. JJo sooner how- 
ever had the door closed behind him, than the man 
Changed his tone. 

•TE am your cousin and guardian. AnannaHen Caia- 
phas," he began. "If yon will show me duo Regard anil 
olwclien.ee, you shall fare very w«-H here, hut it you are 
obstinate and dare to defy me, you shall Hud out 1 have 
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means and ways to break your stubborn will." Anil 
the man rolled bis eyes ami loukw'l at Ilio ehild in such 
i* way Hint the poor little Cellow was terrified. However 
lie mustered up courage to answer: "You promised that 
you would take me to my father. If he lellfl me 1 am 
to obey yon, 1 will, for 1 always do what ho tells me, 
though he never looked sO angrily at me lis you do." 

"You will never see your father again, lie is dead 
and buried, and I am your legal guardiau,' 1 Ben Caia- 
phas replied. 

"I do not believe you! Yon told a lie, when you said 
my lather was here, and I shall believe nothing else 
that you ray," rejoined Benjamin, his indignation get- 
ting the better of hia fears. 

"You insolent rascal!" exclaimed Ben OaiapnBfl. 
beginning to flog the boy. Benjamin was not accustomed 
to such treatment; he could not help crying, but he 
would not bog 'or mercy. On the contrary when Ben 
Caiaphaa stopped ami asked if In: would owj him, the 
boy told him how he had heard the brigands say they 
had attacked his father on hia Instigation, and lie would 
accuse him of this before the Judge. 

Ben Caiaplias bunted white to the lips with rage and 
alarm. He seized the boy as if ho would throttle him, 
and indeed he would probably have done so, had it not 
been for his own interest to sparo his lite, 

"Come," lie said, "I will take you lo my father; 
you may keep him company until you beg my pardon 
on your knees." 

So saying lie took the hoy through several passages 
to the stem* leading down to the basement. On the way 
they met Nathaniel, who, astonished to see his fallu-r 
with a pretty little boy whom he did not know. Flipped 
aside out of the way lieforo either of them noticed him. 

"I never Haw father ill such a rago before, except 
when (Jiexi let grandfather escape from prison," Nath- 
aniel said (0 himself. "What can lie be going to do 
with that pretty boy! Perhaps he got into the house to 
steal no nif thing. See, father haa lighted a lantern and 
is going down the steps to the dungeons ; 1 will creep 
down after them." 
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Ren Cainphas conducted Benjamin through a damp, 
vaulted passage to a low door plated with iron. Ho 
drew lark the botts, and as he did so, the boy's blood 
ran Mild with horror at the cries that issued from the 
dungeon. On the door being opened, the light fell upon 
an ;iffH\ man, crouching on the ground, staring at the 
new-comers with eyes that almost started from their 
sockets, and stretching out his arms as if to deter them 
f nit in entering. 

"It* he coming, is he coming at last on the clouds of 
heaven, and must T appear before Lim, as he once did 
before met" the prisoner exclaimed in hollow tones. 

"You are ft coward, a poltroon! "Why should you be 
afraid of the crucified t If he had the power, he would 
have destroyed you and all of us. long ago,"' the son said 
in a harsh voice to bis father. **Did wo not stone and 
behead his friends and disciples, and hunt them out of 
Jerusalem 1 If he had been the Messiah, he would 
neither have let himself be crucified, nor let any harm 
happen to his followers." 

The old nmn drew his ragged garment closer aronnd 
him wilh a trembling hand, murmuring something unin- 
telligible In his long unkempt beard. Then all of a 
sudden he Ix-gan to whimper, anil to cry as- if in pain : 
"Woe, woe unto us! He will come on the clouds and I 
shall lie dimmed. I niii already dunned j n fire burns 
in my bn-asl, in my bmin, a tin- that will never be 
Utieni'lied. They ure wail ing for me in hell; every night 
Ibr-y cower around me, — There do you not see them, the 
spirit** of aftnCneMl They grin at me and gnash their 
teeth nud gay: Soon, soon will He come in the clouds 
with great power and majesty, to judge thee and us," 
and the unhappy maniac shook his emaciated fists at 
the demons whom he faueied he saw, so that the chains 
on his wristo clattered. 

Benjamin looked ait tlie old man with eyes fall of 
h error and apprelienmon, and whispered: "He is pofl- 
■eased by an evil spirit. Ton are not going to shut me 
np with himt I would rattier yon killed me." 

"I am going to leave you here awhile to think over 
your insults and your threats, and make up your mind 
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to ask my pardon and promise to hold your tongne. Do 
not go too near the old fellow. Ho might strangle you, 
if he took it into his head. His chain i* only half the 
length of the prison." So saying Anauntt thrust the 
boy from him, and closed the door, despite hiit cries 
anil entreaties to foe released. 

"When Benjamin found that all his prayers were un- 
availing, he sat down in a corner, the farthest trow the 
maniac, and commended himself bo liifi good Ansel. He 
had learnt from Thamar a great reverence for the holy 
Angela, and unbounded confidence In their protecting 
care. He recalled to mind all the encouraging stories 
in the Scriptures, how the Angel of the Lord was with 
the three children in the fiery furnace, preserving them 
from the raging fianieB, and how he closed the jaws of 
the lions in the dreadful den, and Hie thought of this 
inspired him with courage and wilh trust. 

The prison was not quite dark. A few rnyn of 
light were admitted by a small round window high up 
In the wall. The madman was more calm now, and 
Benjamin grew more accustomed to his presence. In 
fact he tried to comfort liim, and his kindly voice ap- 
peared to soothe the old man. He [argot his fears, and 
remembered that ho had been the High-Priest. 

Presently lie Raid : "It is well that you are here, my 
tormentors have vanished. The Lord has, it is true, 
east me of! us He did ITeli, and He may have called 
yon, as Ho did Samuel. 1 am still the High-priest, and 
yon shall fetch my cphod ami breastplate, (hat I may 
offer the sacrifice, as I did then,— when He was hanging 
on the. cross, and I ho foumlsitions of the temple were 
shaken, the veil was rent from top to bottom. Oh how 
terrified I wan! But I mastered my fears, whereat* the 
olhcr priesls ran shrieking out of the temple. Mind, 
Samuel, il you ever are made High Priest in my place, 
beware of the KaxarLte. He was the Irane of my life, 
lint I will not bow down to him. We want no Mich 
Messiah as him, a carpenter's aon. Away with him! 
He has blasphemed Godl Crucify bim! His. Mood be on 
OS and our children! —It has come, it will come on us. 
It burns mo like a fire, it will burn my son, it will burn 
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up our nation, our eity, o-ur temple! I see the dames 
OftTlUg up to the heavens.. And on the clouds lie will 
come to judge the living and the dead." 

Then despair again seized on Cuiaphan and he whim- 
perwl so pitifully that Benjamin was cut. to the heart. 
He attempted to comfort him, reminding him of God's 
mercy. But the old man shrieked : "I do not want His 
mercy! He would have forgiven me gladl j t I read it In 
1 1 Ih eyes. But! had rather He had cursed me. It riled me 
to hear Him say, when He was on the croflB: 'Father 
forgive then, for they know not what they do!' I know 
well enough what I was doing | if the signs ami wonders 
He performed had not twen enough, the gentle look in 
His eye wonld have convinced mo that He came from 
God. Look you, we confined Him herein this dungeon, 
itfter He had been declared guilty of death, the night 
before His crncifixriou. My soldiers, cowardly eye- 
servants that tney were, mocked Him and set Him, j(t 
naught and buffetled and spat uj)on Him. I looked on 
with a scornful smile when they blindfolded Him; there 
to that pillar where you arc standing, they bound Him. 
Once ( caught His eye, so gcmlle, so ready to forgive; I 
Blank away, I want no compassion from Him." 

from Iho wild ravings of the mnnbu Benjamin gath- 
ered that he waa alluding to theBazarite, Jeans, whom 
be had heard l» ■>* father denounce bitterly as an arrant 
deooiver. He loid this to raiupimg, adding that they 
■lid qnlte right in crucifying him. But the old man 
laughed eooAmgly, and add; "He was no deceiver! He 
was tnitli itself. We couW substantiate no charge 

against Him. Ami — i will whisper something to von, 

it is a secret, yon must never betray it— He really rose 
again from the dead, though His heart was pierced with 
a lance. We hushed it uj> ; we gave money to the fiol- 
diflffl that llicy might Spread tho report that Hfsdi&oiplee 
had stolen tho body away while tlicy were asleep. It 
was alio, but all the world believes a lie rather than the 
truth. It is we who are the deceivers. But tell no one 
what I have said, f,,r never will I recognize such an quo 
as He for the Messiah." 

Then the uuhapa>y madman suddenly ottered a cry of 
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rage and fear, so that IJenjamin withdrew trembling to 
the farthest end of the cell, and held >im ears that he 
might not hear the terrible \rordn : "I am damned, I 
shall be damned to all eternity." 

Presently Caiaphas grew calm, and only muttered to 
himself. His fellow-prisoner had no wish to engage 
him in conversation a second time. 

After a -while Benjamin beard a knock at th« door, 
and a boy's voice called out to him: "I should like to 
let yon out, only I am afraid of Father; you must have 
made him dreadfully angry or he would not have shut 
you up here; I should die with frigid, if 1 were with 
that man who is possessed." 

"Who are you f" Benjamin asked, going dose up to 
the door. 

"My name is Nathaniel, and 1 think 1 am your 

contdn. At least files! told me a coojta ol mine wan lo 

he brought here. !>o lie reasonable and promise to do 
what Father tells you, that he may let yon out tiiul we 
may have a game together. 

"Oh, you are a son of Anamis, who — "" Benjamin 
was just going to speak of Anajtus' treachery, hut he 
checked himself, and said: "Very well Nathaniel, we 
will be friends; aud if your father will let me out of ihis 
place, I will lake care not to displease him again." 

Ho made the same promise lo Ben Caiaphas, when 
two or three hours later he came to the dungeon, and 
pledged himself besides not to repeat to any one what 
he hail heard the brigands Bay, and which Ben Caiaphas 
assured him "was all a lie." So Benjamin waa set at 
liberty, on '' soon Nathaniel and lie became firm frieuds. 
He ingratiated himself also with liacliel and Ruth, the 
Invalid sister, and I has in the otherwise joyless house 
the two women and the boys formed a happy little baud 
amongst whom peace aud harmony prevailed. 



CHAPTER 20. 
The Commencement of hostilities. 

Once more the moderate parly in Jerusalem succeed- 
ed in preventing the threatened insurrection. The great 
ruass of pilgrims had dispersed to their homes, and in 
the space of a week after the great Feast of the l'assover 
tho city seemed in a state of tranquillity. But the fire 
smouldered beneath the ashes, and a fresh blast soon 
fauued it into a flame. 

Gessius Floras took care that this should not be 
lacking. At the same time that tidings reached Jerusa- 
lem of an act of crying injustice towards the Jewish 
community at Caesnrea on the part of the Procurator 
(although they had quite recently purchased his protec- 
tion by a present of eigh t till cuts) a messenger was sent 
by him to the Chief Council with orders to take seventeen 
talents from the treasury of the Temple, pretending they 
were for the Kmpcror, in compen ■ : li< i: for the affront 
Qffervd to KloniM by Hi? aeciisiUitms the Jew* brought 
against liim lten»rr tlui 1 - . 1 1 < -. When this was known 

in Hie town gome young men went a tout the streets car- 
rying a basket and begging from door to door, in mock- 
ing tones asking an almH for "poor destitute Floras." 

When this insult readied Florus" ears he was greatly 
enraged, and man-lnil wiih an army to burn down the 
city. But the Council much alarmed, sent some of their 
members out to mwt him, and appease him by a sub- 
missive and joyous greeting. Floras however told them 
If they were men of any generosity "not to jest upon 
him to his face,'") and took up his quarters in the 
palace with a display of military pomp. Now again the 
timid crowd were to 1* crushed by the iron, heel ol the 
warrior. 



*> Jotephua, WW of (be Jews, II. 14, 7. 
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The next dav he set up his tribunal at the head of 
the warble flight ot steps, on the exact spot where he 
stood to hear the charges brought against him. On 
either side Motors were ranged with their rods and sharp 
axes. The deputation from the Council came trembling 
Into the presence of the angry Governor. He command- 
ed them to give the names of the persons who had cast 
contempt on the vicegerent of the Kinperor. This they 
could not, would not do. Then Ihe Governor had the 
members o! the deputation arrested and put in chains, 
and gave the soldiers permission to plunder Ihe Upper 
Market, where the wealthiest merchants resided, as I hey 
would loot a conquered city, and slay nil who shonld 
resist them. Any person or consequence who WI taken 
bearing arms, was to be brought More his tribunal. 

With lend acclamations the cohorts, always greedy 
Of spoil, began their work of pillage and murder. Any 
persons brought before Floras he senleticed without 
even hearing them, to be crucifu-d. Even Jews who 
were of the Equestrian Order, and consequently of 
Roman dignity, met with the same late. According to 
Josephus') no lesa than 3,1100 men were put to death 

on that day. _ , 

Lysias the tribune, supported by Lucius b lavtls ana 
some other Officers of rank, endeavoured in vai n to miti- 
gate the fury of the Governor. All they said seemed 
only to irritate him the more. "Pray when did it be- 
come castomary for Roman officers to take t he Kmperor s 
representative to task for his p roeeedinKS* whil st , vested 
with the insignia ol his authority he sits in the seat of 
iudgmcntf " he angrily inquired of them. 

"When Roman judges began to make flagrant misuse 
of their power," the tribune retorted. 

Floroa was in the act of onlering the Retort to arrest 
his insolent interlocutor, when to his snrprise, he beheld 
Queen Berenice approaching his tribunal, end in what a 
guise! She might have been mistaken for a beggar. 1 ) 

The proud Berenice, sorely afflicted at the misfortunes 
of her nation, did in reality appeal before the Governor 

~~ »j Ibid. II. 14, 9. 

i) ibid. ii. is, l. 
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as a suppliant. Barefoot, her clothes rent, her head 
strewn wilh ashes, the royal lady, otherwise so haughty, 
stood in Floras' presence ; and the spectacle filled him 
wilh Hiieli amazement that lor the iuonieut he forgot his. 
anger against Lysias. 

Itamiic-e oast herself at his foot, and nidi "Behold 
a mendicant. Procurator, prostrate a* your feet, a men- 
dicant begging for justice, for generosity, for mercy. 
For justice on behalf of tho many innocent individuals. 
whom your soldiers are slaughtering, for generosity and 
mercy on behalf of the few culprits, who are guilty or 
having- derided yoii — " 

"Spare your sweet voice, noble daughter of the Hc- 
rodians," said Floras with a sneer. "Since when has 
it been usual for members- of your House to set so much 
store on thelileof a tow innocent persons! I fancy lone© 
heard it said that beeanse of some bad portent, a star 
forsooth, which the astrologers interpreted us unpropi- 
tious to one of your ancestors, untold numbers of chil- 
dren were massacred. Spare your sweet little feet loo, 
they are unaccustomed to dispense with the protection 
of .sandals, and might be cut wilh a sharp stone. And 
for the future when you visit, me or my officers, pray 
dre88 ralltfr more suitably, and see that your lovely 
hair is in better order." 

Lucius the Oenturfon amid not contain bis indigna- 
tion. "l'V>r shiiiikt', I'roenrafcor, for shame) " he cried, 

and several oilier o ulcers joined with him, while Lysias 

added ; " Vmi will have to answer to the Emperor fortius, 
GeeSlDB Floras. " Hut the greater part of the soldiers 
who witnessed Ihls scene burst into ft roar of vulgar 
laughter, delighted to see the Governor treat the royal 
suppliant with such contempt. In fact some appeared 
as if they could actually maltreat the Queen who had 
risen to her feet, and now stood, deadly pale, surround- 
ed by her female slaves. 

Then Lucius stepped forward with his sword drawn, 
and with a stentorian voice exelaiucd : "Whoever dares 
so much an to say one offensive word to the Queen, is a 
dead man ! It shall not l>e said that a noble lady was in- 
sulted by Bomantt 'or the sake uf a noble deed, without- 
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finding ont man at least to protect her, though I die for 
it ten times over!" And Lysias the tribune stood at bis 
side. 

Floras felt inclined to hare the two men killed on 
the spot. lint he saw that the courageous act- of the 
officers, who were very popular with the troops, lmd 
made a great impression, and tie was obliged for a time 
to pocket bis annoyance, so he said: "Surely a man 
may have his little Joke without offence. Go home now, 
Berenice, otherwise in your present becoming attire you 
will create a mutiny among my officers. Tomorrow two 
more cohorts are expected. If they are well received, 
and the town pays me, in addition to the seventeen 
tidi-iils out of tlie treasury, all the arrears of taxes due, 
..m : : ! i ■ forty talents, I wil 1 spare the 1 ires of the Inhabitants. 
So now return liome and recover from your fright." 

Wtib these words lie rose from the seat of judgment 
and went into the interior of the palare. As he crossed 
the threshold he whispered something to his confidant 
Metilius, in consequence of which as Lucius and Lysias 
were coming back fnun the gate, whither they hud 
eicorted Berenice, Metilins called on them to anrrender 
their swords and bade the gaoler Melech place them in 
-confinement. 

Melech had not forgotten the piece of gold which 
Lnebis gave him ; he conducted the two offiABM to the 
most habitable of the cells and provided them with 
clean stmw and a email jar of wine, expecting naturally 
to be paid for this attention. 

When he had left them, Lucins said to I-ysias: "I 
am ouite willing to part with my life, I.yslas, for having 1 
spoken out as we did. And it will cost na our lives. 
That poltroon will never forgive ns for acting thus. I 
expect every minute that he will send an assassin to kill 
ns. It is not a pleasant way to d ie, but after all it in as 
much a soldier's death as if we fell on the battle-field." 

"What do yOn anticipate after death" Lysius inquired. 

"Haw can I tell t " the (fenturion answered with a 
shrug ©f the shoulders. "Our philosophers do not 
agree about it T they express pious wishes for a future 
life rather than definite opinions concerning it. The 
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arguments for it are worn threadbare. If (hey could 
prove Umt wo are the children op (ho creatures of 
deities who are just, a death each ns now awaits as 
would lxi sufficient evidence that the soul is immortal. 
For a noble deed demands its reward from at just God. 
Itut who connects any idea of justice with J upitcrt 
It is truo the poets romance about the shades of the 
departed in the lower regions, and if their accounts 
were to be believed, we should have to watt a long time 
on the banks of the Styx, in vain beseeching Charon to 
ferry us over. For Floras certainly will not trouble 
himself to give us decent burial; more likely he will 
have our bodies cast out to feed the vultures. I know 
the poets talk of souls taken op on Olympus, where the 
gods arc supposed to least on nectar and ambrosia, l>ut 
such is not the destiny of ordinary mortals, it is reserv- 
ed for heroes and monarch s, tor monsters like the cruel 
Calignla. Olympus is not for the poor, not for those 
who are unjustly murdered." 

"What you say is only too trne," T.ysias answered 
gravely. "The creed we hold is utterly without conso- 
lation in the hour of death. I oneo heard a man — a Jew 
named Paul, I think I told yon alwut him onoe — I heard 
him discourse before I'Vlix on the immortality of the 
soul, and on eternal rewards mid puniShmvitS, mid my 
whole soul told me thai what, he said was (rue. God 
forgive me for not following the voice of my conscience 
then and there ! When I was sent, back to Jerusalem, I 
Vent to MB I'anl in prison, and he told me he would p ray 
forme — I had an good as saved his life on one occasion 
— that I might inherit eternal life, lie explained to me 
what I must do lo obtain it; believe and be baptized." 

Lysias then expounded to his young friend the prin- 
cipal truths of the- Christian faith, which ho had kept 
fresh in his memory, and told him what baptism was 
and how it must lie administered. "Tins faith," he said 
in conclusion, "proposes to one's belief much that sur- 
passes onr comprehension, but how can man understand 
the divine natnre, "when so much in his own nature is a 
mystery to him. 1 Besides, the Jewish prophet who died 
upon t&e cross proved tha truth of His teaching by the 
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fact Hint He rose again from the toad, I did not hear 
this only from l k aul, wlio solemnly assured nio that he 
had m-cn the niaoafter his resurrection, but from several 
eyewitnesses wlio corroltornteil ins statement. Was 
1 ure ever one of our j>bi losophc rs W lio laid tlow n his life 
Tor his tenets, asserting thatusn proof of their divine 
origin, lie should rise from the dead after tlireo dayftt" 

IjiiciiiH diil not kuow what to believe* He was ac- 
quainted with tiie doctrines of the different schools of 
philosophy, but none satisfied liim. Bnt the notion of 
a Hon of God who was crucified appeared to him not 
only incredible, but positively absurd. He shook his 
head, saying: "Ijysias, some one of these eastern dream- 
ers has in -i'ii deluding yon. A god suffering the death of 
;* runaway slave is monstrous! It is a. happy thing for 
you that- you have not embraced such an idiotic creed." 

'*£ wish I had, I lrish 1 had been hapliwd. My OOBr 
Hcieuee reproaches me for having si illcd my convictions 
for the sake of my posit inn! May lie who was crucified 
mid rose again forgive me! Hut I will put it oil no 
longer. Take Hie pitcher and give* me a christian bap- 
tism ; repeat after me the words I am going to say." 

At first the ceutnrion refused lo do this, but when 
he perceived that the tribune was really in earnest, he at 
length complied with his request. "There Is no reason 
why I should not do it," he said to himself. "For my 
part I fail to see how such an external act can benefit the 
Houl, that is if we really have an immortal soul. But 
my friend Lysias believes it, and this mystic cleansing 
will set his mind at rest. I will do what he asks of me." 

So Lysias knelt down, declared his faith in Christ 
and acceptation of His doctrines and received baptism 
Irom the hand of the friend who was still a pagan. 

The expected assassins never came. Floras- had 
other matters to think about than the two officers, who 
hourly looked for death. 

A" blast of trumpets announced the coming of the 
Iresh cohorts. In vain did emissaries of the Chief 
Council endeavour to persuade the populace, embittered 
by oppression, to greet them with an ovation to appease 
the Governor "Shall we, the children of Abraham, 
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tho chosen people of God, allow ourselves to be slaugh- 
tered by these nncircuineJKed barbarians wit.liout offering 

;my resistance t" they answered 11m Priests. "Let us 
nil her die an honorable death., than bo (..railed 4* dogs' 
by Uiese heathens. " 

Kre long stones l>cgan to be thrown ami swords were 
drawn. Wedged in by the narrow streets, the cohorts 
■entering (bo town had no space to deploy. From nil 
tin: roofs a shower of missiles was rained down on them; 
and the men were obliged to form what was called a 
tortoise-shell, ttsifulo, ft shelter of the shields of the 
.soldiers held over their heads iis was done when a walled 
city was stormed. Meanwhile the front and rear were 
attacked by an infnriated mob. Of old the Jews were 
formidable antagonists in a hand to hand fight, and the 
superior skill of the Homaiis in the science of war was ol 
no avail in this, street encounter. With their valour they 
tried lo sl.orm the hill on whieh fho temple Blood, sis it 
commanded the whole town, and from the Antonin for- 
tress an attempt was made to clear the way lor them by 
their comrades, (icssius Klorus himself mingled in the 
fray. The contest was long and bloody; towards even- 
ing lhe Unmans, drivrn back on all hides, were forced 
lo withdraw to Herod's palace. Hundreds of corpses 
lay in lhe si reel- 1 ;, lor their loss was considerable. 
Floras wnv that there was no chance for hiui unless he 
look retuge^ in flight. Under covit of night therefore he 
withdrew, taking frith) hi in lhe greater portion of the 
t roups, promising BOOH to return and take dire vengc- 
taeth Meamwhile. M&UlluB with oue cohort was to hold 
the Antonin fortress at least, aud tho royal castle. 

The party in the town who were for war were tri- 
nmphant. The populace marched through the streets 
.carrying the arms taken from the BottBDO, halting before 
the residence of those who had distinguished themselves 
in the encounter. Kleuzar had been among the foremost 
to charge the Bomans, at the bead of the Temple guard. 
80 great was his prowess that he nearly succeeded in 
penetrating: into the court of the palace, having pnrsned 
the retreating cohorts lo its very gates. Ben Calaphas 
was proud of his son's cxploite. The crowd assembled 
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■ i .i ■■ lais house hailed him as a second Judas Maccha- 
hiu'iis, as the Lion of Juda, and clamoured for lihii as 
1li«'ir leader. Nathaniel looked with awestruck admira- 
tion at liia older brother, Raying; ''Would that I were a 
few years older, and could «hh the sword in defence 
of Israel as yon do!" 

Benjamin's eyes grew bright as he exclaimed : "We 
are quite old enough! Cannot we go out like young 
David with sling and stones against I he lioinaiiH? We 
will getGiezi to make slings for us, and we will learn 
how to use them." 

Ben Caiaphas drew his son into im inner chamber 
and gave him the kiss of pence lor the lirfU linn' for 
many years, expressing his approval of his conduct and 
his hatred for the Romans. 

"Yes, Father," ho replied. "I rejoice to measure iny 
strength with theirs in open conlliet, mid shed my blond 
and risk my life for iny nation. But I cannot tue part 
in your underhand proceeding**, and 1 will have nothing 
to do with yonr shady friends, Hie brigand chief Ben 
CJionis, Menahein thetSalilean, and the rest." 

Anamis frowned. "Without what you are pleased 
to call my underhand proceedings aud the friendship 
of those men we could achieve nothing apiinst Rome." 
he said. "You really ought to have more respect for 
your father, and allow yonrself to be gnided by him.*' 

"Respect for parents is not one of the virtues of our 
family; what an admirable example you set me." 
Eleswar retorted. 

''lie silent! You know very well that I keep the old 
ra3n in confinement thnt Ms ravings about the Xazarite 
may not l»e made use of by that accursed sect. We can 
not have a carpenter for onr Messiah." 

•'Yo>ti are quite right there. It is a strange thing 
that their party should continno to exist and even in- 
crease, whereas the adherents of other pretenders who 
gave themselves out to be the Messiah, disappeared on 
the fall of their leader. Who now speaks of the Egyp- 
tian who a few ycarB since, got together thirty thousand 
men aud led them round about the city from the wilder- 
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BOW to the Mount of Olives? 1 ) But enough of the 
Nazarile. Yum had something to say lo met" 

"I have. I in always concerned for your interests, 
though you really do not deserve it. Utit I cherish the 
lio|H' i hat through you the credit of our house may Iw 
re-established as well as the freedom of Israel. The 
Babbi's daughter must be made use of for that purpose. 
1 have found out by means of spies whit her the Itomans 
have carried her, with the aid «f the lit Todians.." 

"Tell roe, and I will fetch her away, even were she 

eoiiGned willini :li-' wnlls of I he Soman cnpitol. I looked 
out today for that milk-sop of a Centurion, to give him 
a taste of my sword. Bat ho did not venture to come 
within my reaeh." 

"I will telt you, because La setting her free, wo can 
further Ih-e interests of the- people together with our 
private interests. She is confined in the fortress of 
Manadn, and you know that Agrippa's arsenal is there, 
containing coats of mail and weapons of all kinds suffi- 
cient (or some fifty thousand men. That is what wo 
want in making war with Koine.*' 

"I will go there this very day. One bold! stroke, and 
Masailn, and my bride, and equipments for all Israel 
will Ih> in my power." 

"Have patience for a Jew days! Our pinna must be 
nude first. I know of a key that will open the gated 
mora readily Mian ymir nuoril." 

"[ prefer my good Sword to any other Itey, even a 
gold one," Kli-azar said proudly. 

"ICven if you had fioliath's sword, of which it is 
said thai I hen' was none equal to it, you might break it 
to pieces on the walls of Masiida without any result. We 
must obtain possession of the arms at Once if they are 
to I« of any service to us. Leave it to me. The great- 
est strength is of no avail unless guided by discretion." 

The nest morning a herald summoned the people to 
meet in the Xystus, the place of public assembly adjoin- 
ing Agrippa's palace. The party of pesico desired t© 
make one more attempt to prevent an insurrection. At 

', fo.srphus, War- of the Jrws II, 13, 5. Cf Acfif .-.( liic AW» 

lies 21,38. 
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the request of the Chief Council, Agrippa had consented 
lo point out 10 the multitude how preposterous it was 
lo ihink of making war against Koine. Hue terms pro- 
posed were to ask the mediation of the Syrian Legate, 
lo pay the arrears of the taxes* folly talents, and make 
pe*ce with the Emperor. 

The wooden galleries of the Xystus. wen- crowded 
witli a ntotlcy throng; the majority were armed men, 
who, their heads fcnrned by the sueccss of the previous 
day, would not entertain the idea ol submission. Yet 
the harangue the king delivered was listened to atten- 
tively. Josephns records his speech in lull.') 

Surrounded by his courtiers, Agrtpnai 1 1, mounted to 
the flat roof of his palace, contiguous lo the Xyslus. 
Hia effeminate vanity was displayed by the gill armour 
be wore, the pnrple mantle fastened on thn tdioiddcr by 
a costly clasp, his carefully curled, well-oiled locks con- 
flnqd Uy a golden coronet. At bis iside he phm-d his 
sister Berenice, who was cheered more enthusiastic-ally 
than her brother, for sbe had gained popularity by 
pleading with the Oovcrnor for the people. 

When quiet was restored by the heralds, the King be- 
gan by saying that tho best informed and most sensible 
of the people recognised the impossibility ol war with 
Rome. He then showed that all the nations of tho 
known world had submitted to her yoke, and gave an 
eloquent description of the greatness and invincibility 

of the Koman empire. 

"The power of the Romans, he said, extends over all 
porta of the habitable world. Nay, they rather seek for 
something beyond that, for Etiph rales is not a sufficient 
boundary for them in the east, uor the Danube in the 
north; for their southern limit Libya was not far enough, 
nor Cadiz in the west. In foot they have Bought fur 
another habitable world beyond the ocean; and have 
carried; their arms as far us the British islands that were 
never known IwForo. What therefore do you aspire (o 
dol A re yon richer than the Gauls, stronger than the 
Teutons, wiser than the Greeks, wore numerous than all 
the inhabitants of thiseu-rthT What confidence is this 
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that inspires yon to oppose the "Romans.! Perhaps it 
will 1m> said, slavery is hard to boar; so it is, but not 
harder for the Jews titan for the liberty-loving Greeks 
and all the other nations." These the King enumerated 
at length, concluding - thus this part ol his speech. 
"Who is there amongst you who hits not heard ol the 
great Gorman nation. Yon have aeon them to be tall 
ami stiihvart men, sinee the Romans frequently have 
them among their captives everywhere; yet these Ger- 
mans who dwell in an immense country, who have 
minds greater than their l>odies, souls that despise 
death, who fight more ferociously than wild boastn, have 
the Rhine for the boundary of their expeditions and are 
held in check by eight Koman legions. Consider also, 
you who rely so much on the walls of Jerusalem, what 
a wall the Britons had ; the Romans sailed to them and 
snltdued tliem when they were encompassed by the 
ocean and inhabited an island not less in size than our 
own land. Remember the fate of Carthage, which while 
boasting or the great Hannibal and the nobility of bis 
descent from the Phoenicians, were subdued by the iron 
hand of Scipio." 

After Agrippahad depicted in detail the ranch more 
oppressive yoke Iwirue by the Egyptians, he asked the 
people on whom they counted as allien! Oil HO human 
iissisIanceT What ihrn remained but hi have reconrso 
to divine assistance; this, however was already on the 
side ot the |{oni:in«. b»r it is impossible to build up so 
vast an empire without God's providence. Nor could 
they carry on war without transgressing God'* law. 
It they observed the Sabbath they would be as easily 
conquered as they were by Pompey, who was never so 
busy at the siege as on those days whereon the besieged 
rested; yet if tiny violated God's law in the time of 
warfare, how could they call on Him to assist thernt 
"Without divine or human aid to go to war would bo to 
hnrry to evident destruction. They had better slay 
their wives and ch ildrcn with their own hands, and burn 
the. city and the temple, so as to escape by this mail net 
the reproach of being defeated, and involving in their 
rain the thonsiindsof lliei r fellow-citizens who dwell in 
other cities of the Koman Empire. 
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"Hare pity therefore if not on your wives and chil- 
dren yet upon this your metropolis mid its sanctuary. 
hipare the temple and preserve the holy house with its 
Hatred Iiii'ii ii.iiitj for yourselves. For if the Romans get 
you into their power they will no longnr spin 1 © wLen 
Uioy see how ungrateful iy tlirir long witlrriiig hits been 
requited. I call your sanctuary and the holy Angels of 
(Jod to witness that I have omitted" nothing for your 
salvation. Consider what in to be. dune. If you will 
have peace, 1 will procure it for yon: if you will have 
war, do not expect me to share in the residl, thu defeat 
which is a foregone conclusion." 

Josephus tells us that this Bpewt made an evident 
impression upon the audience. ISut Uu'y hi ill cried out 
that they would fight not against the Romans, but 
against Florus, because of nil they had suflored at his 
bands. To which Agrippa replied lhal they could not 
make war on an official appointed by the Imperial gov- 
ernment without making war on J tome, lie attempted 
to persuade the multitude; to ol*-y IVIoms uulil Caesar 
should send some one to replace iiim. 

But theyseeuuMl all the more irritated, and n great 
tumult arose In the Xystus, "How long," Eleazar 
exclaimed, "would you have its Submit to those blood- 
suckers, these voracious dogs! Not another hour will 
we, though all you predict should come true How do 
you dare to tell us that we cannot rely on the divine 
assistance, when it is in defence of His holy law and of 
His altar that we draw the sword! Has He not promised 
His aid to us, His chosen people, and confirmed His 
promtae by an oath f He must and will help us— I ask 
yon, will you lie our governor in Floras* place, and do 
your utmost to procure his accusation and condemnation 
at Borne 1" 

Agrippa made a sign of refusal, and seeing (hat the 
violence of the people was not to be restrained, turned 
with Berenice t-o withdraw. The multitude hooted liim 
as lie went, calling him a traitor; they even threw 
stones at him. 

The breach with Home was made irrevocable by the 
suppression, at Eleazar's instigation, of the sacrifice 
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daily offered tor the Emperor. Agrtppa hastened to 
3eavo Hip city with bis sinter; he leit, however some 
thousands «f his mercenaries, to support the Gliief 
Council in their efforts to put down the rebellion. On 

the other hand Menuhem, the son of Judas, wlio bad 

already revolted against the Roman authority, and Hen 
{iioms with liis band of brigands, came up to tlie city, 
to commence an unhappy iuteriiecine war within its 
w:ills. while Gallus the Legato was assembling an army 
o( thirty thousand men, to re-conquer Jerusalem and 
.re-establish, there the lioin.au sway. 



CHAPTER 21. 
Rabbi Sadoc's Spiritual lilindncss. 

The Eabbi Sadoc had passed the days — it brief reign 
of terror — during which the Pnteurator gave tbi* 1 roups 
liberty to rob and kill, in horror ami alarm, Ho was 
fey this lame sufficiently recovered to Leave his bed, and, 
from the window of his little chamber, overlooking a 
liortiou of the Upper Market, lie witnessed the atrncit tea 
perpetoated there by the Roman cohort*. Evfirj moment 
Ue expected the pillagers to cuter the little house wln-re 
he hud been so hospitably received, and fell liolii his 
property and his life to be iu danger. 

Kiisebius eonliiuu'd to nurse him with unfailing 
kindness. ITe now resided in the DdMOIl'S house, since 
shortly after the Feast of the Passover Itisbop Simeon 
bod consecrated him also to that office, Nieanorhad 
lieen Bent to Pella, to make preparations for this reception 
of Uie Christian community ou their leaving Jerusalem, 

Sadoc frequently inquired of Kusebius, who brought 
him news of what went on in the city. Whether his 
money-twigs were in safety. Ho vena able to speak again 
now, afl his wound was healed, but he could only ennnn- 
eiate with difficulty, ami not always distinctly, as tlio 
assassin's dagger had injured n muscle. The Jtabbi was 
much concerned on that occount, he feared it might 
render him ineligible fi»r the office of High Priest. Ku- 

sehiua set his mind at rest in regard to his property, 
saying the bags were carefully concealed, nnd good 
Angels would watch over the houw nnd Ha inhabitants. 
"It is so inconspicuous, " he said, "that it will not 
attract (lie notice of the Ilomans, while the large, richly 
furnished residences and shops on the Market Place 
offer the prospect ot far more valuable booty." 

In fact the Peat-on'B house- nnd the old building of 
which it formed a part, which Jiad the air of being uuin- 
habited, escaped the hand of the plunderers. The tierce 

(235) 
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con filet in the streets followed, in which the rebels pained 
the advantage, and (lie inc-etiug in the Xystus, when war 
with Home was decided upon. Eusebiun informed the 
Rabbi of what had taken place, and asked him whether 
he thought of remaining in the city now that the outlook 
wuh so threatening; adding that if he did not wish to 
share its fortunes it was high time to depart. 

The Rabbi was quite indignant at the question. *"Of 
course I shall remain here," he replied. "Who would 
not throw in hi a lot with that of the sacred city of Godf" 

Eusebius answered : "My friends and 1 are not so 
sure that the Lord will extend His protecting hand over 
Bion. X may perhaps have to leave Jerusalem tomorrow 
or even today. At any rate I will give you back your 
property which you entrusted to my care, lor I must be 
in readiness to be ttdled away at any moment." 

"Pray by whorot Are you not your own mastert 
Hare the Essenes a Superior, whom all the members of 
the sect must obeyl For that yon and your friend 
Kieanor are Essenes is a fact I have long- known." 

Eusebius hesitated for a moment as to what answer 
he should make. Should ho acknowledge that he was 
a Iwliever in Jesus of Nazareth! Was thrre any hope of 
Sadoc'n conversion, or w«nld tbo avowal only provoke 
him lo bluHphcmoT The Knhhi appeared to hare a just 

mind, ho lw! finally said: "My dear Habbi, 1 think yon 
consider me and my friend Nieauor to be honorable men 
who would DOti without weighty reasons swerve on one 
single point from the teaching which the Priests and 
Dorlorrtof Israel propose lo us u* the law of (JodT" 

The Kabbi rejoined th;»t ho had from day to day con- 
ceived a higher opinion of their charity and conscien- 
tiousness, auid that he did not consider the tenets of the 
Essencs to ho incompatible with the Jewish creed. 

"We are not Essence, " Eusebius replied. "If yon 
will promise to listen calmly while I tell you what is my 
creed, nnd on what foundations it rests, I should like 
an hour's talk with yon about religion." 

"Yon surely are not a Nazarite!" Sadoc exclaimed 
In astonishment. 

When Eusebius with a. .smile, informed Mm that his 
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guess was correct, the Rabbi grew bo excited that the 
deacon thought he hail liettor break off the conversation 
at once. But to this Sadoo would not consent; ho con- 
sidered it his duty to disabuse the mi ml of the man who 
had nursed, him so charitably of so egregious a delusion 
as belief in a crucified Messiah. 

The two men Bttt discussing the subject far into the 
niglit. Eusebins remained calm and collected, whereas 
the ltabbi K"> w mo "> MX & m0re Vehement «nd impas- 
sioned. The arguments that he found most dlfltotdt to 
grapple with were Jacob's prophecy that the seeplro 
should not depart from Juda until the Messiah came, 
aud the dates given by Daniel, but even these be found 
means to evade, though not in u manner unite Kali*fac- 
tory even to himself. Eusebius did not press the point, 
but turned to the principal proof of the divinily and 
MeBsialisliip ol Jesus of Haznreth, tlie proof oJ which 
the Apostles always put forwunl in tlioir preiiehing, :iud 
which our lord Himself mentioned beforehand as being 
conclusive evidence, His resuneetion frnm Hie dead. 

"Ah a proof that the prophet of Nazareth wae the 
promised Messiah, He rose again from the dead,"" 
Kusebius said quietly. "If I prove that fact to be true, 
will you believe on Himt'* 

"You will never be able to do that," the Rabbi 
rejoined. 

"You believe that He really died on tuo eross, and 
was not taken down and buried before life wnscxttnctf" 

"Certainly, our Priests and Chief Council never 

doubted that." 

"Very well, otherwise it would be easy to prove it 
to tou. One of the toman soldiers on duty at the exe- 
cution, thrust a lance into the side of the Crucified when 
he was already dead, and blood and water flowed out ol 
hia side. John the son of Zcbedee was there and wit- 
nessed the act, as did many others who are yet alive 
and can confirm his witness." 

"That is unnecessary. I want proof that he rose 
again, His diseiples stole the body and spread that 
false report to annoy the High-Priest." 

"Why then were they not brought before the judge 
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and punished for so gross a deception 1 And would His 
disciples liavo sacrificed their property ami their life for 
a DQUl who was crucified and whose body they were 
obliged to steal, since lie did not rise again lis He pre- 
dicted! What madness it would have been, or rather 
what diabolical deceit! They were not capable of either; 
I know them. They were timid, but men of proved 
virtue and sound judgment. Kicanor and I know them; 
some are still living, others have nlicd (heir Wood for 
their faith. 

"Are you really acquainted with them personally 1" 
inquired the Itabbi, whose countenance betrayed some 
]>erplexity. 

"Kot only are we personally acquainted with them, 
but we saw the Prophet after His resurrect ion. I saw 
Him with my own eyes." 

"It was a ghost, an illusion of the devil!" Sadoc 
exclaimed. 

"It was no ghost. Ho partook of food before onr 
eyes, and to one- of us who declared: 'Except I shall 
see in his hands tho print of the nails, and put my finf^r 
into the place of the nails, I will not believe! He said : 
Bring hither I liy hand, Thomas, and put it into my side, 
and he not faithless, but iH'lieving.' And Thomas did 
Bo, anil falling on his knees- be adored, his risen Master, 
saying: "MyLOrd and my God!' Could that have been 
a phantom? Ami would (he Irving and true God have 

countenanced such a deception f" 

Badoc did not know what to answer, but he would 
not acknowledge himself defeated. "Were you present 
yourself, did you eat with him, did you touch him?" 
he asked. 

■"The eleven men whom He chose from amongst His 
disciples were witnesses to that scene." 

•"Only his friends! Js'ono of his enemies. Had he 
shown himself to any of them, I would believe. Or the 
High-Priests, why did he not exhibit himself to them? 1 "' 

"What nse would that have been T They knew full 
well, that He was risen from the dead. They fiaw th« 
signs and wonders that took place at His death, the 
preternatural darkness, the earthquake, the rending of 
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the veil in the temple. They heard the witness of the 
soldiers set to guard His tomb, ami yet they denied 
the resurrection. Did they deserve flint, the Lord should 
seek them outf Tlie testimony of QIa Apostles ought to 
have been enough for them, when they saw them work- 
ing miracles in the Bight of sill the people in confirma- 
tion of their teaching, when they found tin-in willing: to 
bear stripes and suffer death for their creed. Htiudcd 
by pride, they would not believe- And y<»u, my friend, 
beware lest you close your eyes to the light of truth, 
your ear to the voice of grace. Enough baa now Iran 

said. It is not in the heat of argument, but in quiet 
meditation and prayer, that the soul is convinced of llie 
truth. Wherefore think over what- has h« -in wiUI with 
prayerful attention, and may the God of all wisdom 

enlighten you." 

Thereupon Euxehius left the Rabin, whose whole 
soul revolted from the idea of ;ick now hedging a erueilied 
Messiah. On the other hand he was honest enough to 
own that the proofs of the resurrection of Jesus of 
Nazareth were incontrovertible. Hut there as a great 
difference between natural perception of a truth and 
supernatural faith; bad the Rabbi followed Eusebius 
advice, grace would have come to bis assistance. But 
unhappily lie worked himself up into a rage against 
Knsebitis and what he termed hia sophistries, and ended 

by resol viing to quit his house. 

"I will have nothing more to do with these Naza- 
rites," be said to himself; "Tomorrow they shall give 
me back my property, then I will go quietly and take a 
lodging somewhere, and try to find out whether E'/cchins, 
who allured me hither, is as black as he is painted, or 
whether ho and Ben Caiaphas have been calumniated." 

With this resolution he laid down to rest. But sleep 
would not come to him. His unhappy boy ami his 
daughter of whom he thought day and night engrossed 
his mind. He reproached himself for having forgotten 
them for a time in the Interest of his discussion with 
Eusebius. What had become of his little Benjamin 1 

The messenger whom Kieanor had despatched to the 
brigand's camp, found it abandoned, and was unable to 
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obtain any trustworthy information concerning either 
the boy, or Kusebins' wife. Awl where was his daugh- 
ter! liad she really allowed herself to be seduced by a 
gagmf He could not believe it or her. And yet a 
Roman oflieer h:id been seen to accompany the litter on 
which she left the city. No, there must be some mis- 
take; liia daughter could not be guilty of an act for 
which ho could not do otherwise than our*) her. But 
where was slie, and how could ho find her I If lie only 
knew some one in the city who would help him! The 
tow friends however whom he formerly had in Jerusalem, 
mho were the only persons whose society he sought 
when he> came from Antioch, were all dead, and since 
the decease of his wife ho had sent offerings to the 
temple, as a substitute for personal attendance. Now 
he blamed himself for culpable negligence in the fulfil- 
ment of the law, and was inclined to regard the heavy 
calamity thsit hnA overtaken him, as a just punishment 
from the Most High. 

A prey to these thoughts Sarioc tossed steeplessly On 
his pillow. All at once he heard the outer gate, and 
then a knock at the house door. A few minutes later 
acme one entered tin* adjoining chamber, which Eusebius 
occupied. A clear, lioyish voice said, in tones so loud 
I hiit Kiidoc mulil nnt help hearing every word: "Forgive 

me for disturbing you in (la? middle of the night, Kuse- 
bins. Hii! 1 did not know what elwe to do, so I have 

brought my Ireasuro to you for safety. When I left my 
mother'* hou.se uilli it early on the (lay before yesterday, 
to deposit it in the eenaele, I found myself in the thick 
of the rebels. 1 wan terribly alarmed on account of the 
sacred picture. lint the blessing of onr venerable bishop 
protected me, and my holy Angel guardian showed mo 
it safe hiding-place. I had to stay there until now, anil 
am half dead of hunger and I hirst.. At any rate however, 
I have saved; tho treasure entrusted to my safekeeping." 
"Let us seo my dear Paulinos," the Rabbi heard the 
deacon say, "whether the sacred image is uninjured. 
Thank Heaven that yon and tliis holy relic are S'ife. 
Reo how gentle is the expression of Hia-eyc, looking at 
ns from beneath the crown of thorns. Let os kneel 
down and adore onr Saviour." 



There, the Rabbi litwl heard it for himself 1 The.%o 
X:i/.iniU's worshipped idols like the heattwn, Venerated 
image, adorable relic, kneel down atul adore it, ifliaj 
was that but the language of accursed idolatry. The 
Itabbi felt assured Uiat Eusobius, with his hypocritical 
charity, was either deceived or a dowiver, and resolved 
to have nothing more to do with idolaters. "I now no 
longer believe what they told me about Hen Otiaphaw. 
It is a lie from beginning to end, and 1 really believe 
they have only refrained from robbing me of my gold, in 
order un-der the cloak of kindness and justice to obtain 
possession of all I have." 

The longer he thought, the more he bolstered himself 
up with these suspicions. The next morning he asked 
for his two money bags, and informed the astonished 
Knsebiue that ho was about to leave his house, la vai n 
the deacon sought to dissuade hiio Irom this step, which 
the state of his health really did not warrant him to 
take ; he begged him at any rate to acquaint him with 
the reasons of this sudden determination. The itabbi 
persisted, showing signs of such irritation, that Euso- 
hitiH was fain to foleh the two bogs without another 
word. Tho liabbi then asked to what amount he was 
indebted for the care taken of him during his illnerifl. 
Ensebius answered that he had given his services fur 
love, not lor mouey; yet if the Rabbi liked to give him 
something for the poor, it would bo accepted with grati- 
tude. Thereupon the Rabbi opened his purse and 
counted out as many gold pieces as (lays had passed 
Since the 13th Xisan.'and laying them on the table said: 
"That will be enough. I will not be under any obliga- 
tion to idolaters." 

"Idolaters!"" exclaimed Knsebius, more surprised 
than indignant. 

"Yes, idolaters; Providence arranged that last nhilil 
I should be an involuntary witness of tbo worship jot 
and yoor disciple paid to an image. And I know Hint 
Jehovah on Mount Sinai spolco these woids hi Moses 
His servant: I am the Lord thy God. Thou shall not 
make to thyself a graven image, to adore it." 

"Come and sec the picture! Not man but (Soil llim- 
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s*lf made it." And Enseblns drawing MldC a curtain, 
diwhw-d the veil of Voronica, and began to tell the 
RabM Hio history of it. But be put hi* hands before 
hlHo.vra, (Tying out: "It is the work of the devil! How 
can God net contrary to His own word!" 

En whins made no further efforts to detain the Rabbi. 
Ho turned away with a sorrowful mien, saying to liim- 
wlf: "1'oor man, how blindod he is! MuyGod forgive 
him and bring him into the way ol ptaco!' 



*» 



CHAPTER 22. 
The Departure from Jerusalem. 

War with Rome was now declared. 

In the niphfc following npon the oulbrenk of hostili- 
ties, Bishop Simeon assembled his deacons and levites 
and the elders of the congregjition in the OemuUfi. The 
chalice used at the Last Supper had be«-n removed for 
safety to the vault or crypt beneath. When Florus jpivo 
orders tv the soldiers to loot the chief homes of the city, 
and there the secret assembly of theC'hristians was held. 

One of the brethren, ft smith by trade, had wiih no 
Blight skill, at Nicnaor , s.sng;ge.slioi', arranged a kind of 
shrine in the ancient masonry of the walls for tin* ehiilirc. 
By pressing a spring, the existence ol which was known 
only to Uie bishop and the deacons, u si one could be 
moved, revealing a niche, lined with cosily material, 
just largo enough to hold the chalice containing the- 
sacred H ost. 

Before this niche Bishop Simeon with his clergy 
knelt awhile in silent prayer. Then rising up, he thus 
addressed the Christians who were present: 

'•I have called you to meet together iu this place, my 
brethren. In order "to apeak to you in solemn accents, 
warning yon that the day* of tribulation, which our 
Lord predicted, have now come upon Jerusalem. Yon 
remember how on the day of HiB triumphant entry, 
when He ascended the Mount of Olives, and drew nigh 
to the city, -seeing it, ITo wept over it saying: 'If thou 
»1ro had at known, and that in this thy day, the things 
that are to thy peace; but now they are hidden from thy 
eyes. For the days shall come upon Hire, and thy ene- 
mies shall casta trench about thee, and straighten thee 
on every Rid«, and heat thee flat to the ground, and thy 
children who are in thee; and they Bhnll not leave in 
thee a stone upon a stone, Iveeanse thou hast not known 
the time of thy -visitation.' ') 



') St. I,uke 19, 41—43. 

(2-13) 
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Anil when the disciples of our Lord and Master drew 
ITis attention to the vast size and splendor of the temple, 
and I tic massive stones wherewith it was built, He said 
to them: 'Do you see all these things? Amen, I say to 
you, there shall not bo loft bore a stone upon a stone 
that shuli not be destroyed.") Again, when the 
Apostles sitting with Him upon Mount Olivet, Over 
against the temple, asked Him when all those things 
should he fulfilled, He tolil (hem I hat a fnlse Messiah 
should first arise and deceive many ! Have we not see" 
that fulfilled wilh our own eyes 1 Then He foretold the 
signs that would immediately precede Hie judgment 
coming upon the nation: 'When you shall see the 
abomination of desolation which was spoken ol by 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place; he that 
readeth let him understand.' *) 'And when you shall 
see Jerusalem encompassed about with an army, then 
know that the desolation thereof is at hand. Then let 
those who are in Judea flee to the monutains, and those 
who are in the midst thereof depart out; and those who 
are in the countries, not enter into it. For these are 
the day » of vengeance, that all things may bo fulfilled 
that arei written. But woe io them (lint are with child, 
and give suck in those days; for there shall l>e great 
distress in Hie hind, and wralh upon this people. And 
they shall fall by the edge of the sword; and shall be 
led away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem shall 
l»o trodden down by the Gentiles, till the times Of the 
nations he fulfilled.'") 

Such is the prophecy of our Lord respecting Jerusa- 
lem. And now, O my brethren, the Lord has intimated 
to me that the hour whim His judgments will fall npon 
this unhappy city is not far distant. In His merny He 
has indicated to OH) a sure haven, where we can be hid- 
den until the storm is over, the village of Pella, BttODgot 
the mountains on Ihe other side of Jordan. Aud as He 
predicts that the approaching disasters will come upon 
Jerusalem no suddenly and so qnickly, that he who is 



') St. Mntt. 24, 2. St. Mark 13, 8. St. Luke 21, 6. 

•) St. Matt. 24, 15. 

•J St. Lake 21, 20— 24. 
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on tike housetop will not have time to go down into the 
house to take his coat, I propopc thiM. wo migrate with- 
out delay to the place o( refuse. l'armeiias, who was 
here lor "the Passover, informed me tlr.it umnumodatioii 
could be found there for all the menilw>rH of our little 
community, aud I have already sent out to him Tinion 
and Kicanor, whose discretion and zeal in known to all 
of yon, with a considerable portion of the liltle proi>eiiy 
belonging to us. 1 ask you, venerable Elders, to conduct 
llie Christian families over the Jordan; tt> each of you 
I have assigned a certain numlrcr, lor whom you will be 
responsible. Look to it, therefore, that you Bee the 
sheep confided to your charge safely housed, before the 
avenging angel visits this ill-fated city t<> exwiite tlio 
judgment ordained by God tot the sake of the blood of 
His only begotten Son whhrh was shed, and which the 
people in their blindness called down on themselves 
and their children." 

At a sign from the bishop, Eiisehius rend on I a list 
Of the families aud the names of the Elders, to whom 
they were severally consigned, and all declared llimn- 
acives to be agreed to the arrangements that were made, 
At that time there were not many Christian families in 
Jerusalem. The firat persecution, to which St. James 
fell a victim, caused the dispersion of the community, 
and the hostility of the Sanhedrim towards the hated 
"Nazarites" continued to be as fierce as ever. 

When this distribution of families was settled, Simeon 
went on; "Thus through your charity the flock under 
my care is provided for. Give each family notice tonight, 
and in the course of tomorrow or the next day endeavor 
to get them out of the city as discreetly aa you can. 
Since all out of love to our Saviou r in Ilia poverty have 
laid down their possessions at our feet, there will be 
little difficulty about parting. Cast all your care upon 
the Lord! He who renounces all for His sake, lias the 
diviue promise that be will reeeire a hundredfold here 
below and when this earthly pilgri mage is ended, eternal 
1 ifo will be his portion. Therefore ehecr the faint-hearted, 
should there be- any such in my flock. May God's holy 
Angel accompany you, as he guided and protected the 
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people of Israel, when Pharao pursned sifter them with 
horses a nil horsemen. 

There arc yet some treasures to be placed in safety, 
treasures of our Church more valuable than f^old ana 
silver, the precious memorials which recall to our minds 
(lie Inconceivable love, the bitter Passion of our Lord. 
We must endeavor to save them, that tlicy may speak 
l« future generations of the cbnrity of our Lord. We 
know not where the cross in whereon Ho suffered; but 
I am convinced that in due time it will lie discovered, 
aind become an object of veneration to the whole Church. 
The lance that pierced His sacred Heart and cansed 
water and blood to How therefrom, was taken by Cephas 
to Antioch when lie went to found a church ihere. But 
we null have in oar possession the seamless tunic for 
which, in fulfilment of David's prophecy, the soldiers 
east lots at the loot of the cross; we have the nails 
wherewith He was fastened to the cross, the crown of 
thorns which was pressed upon His head; the blood- 
stained cloth that was round His loins and the ftnered 
winding-sheet wherein Joseph of Arimathea wrapped 
His body tofore (flying it in the sepulchre. Briny out 

(base, and the other holy relics ; they shall be appor- 

tioned amongst our leviles, and they shall Join the dif- 
ferent iMindx of fugitives, in order that these previous 
memorials of onr Lord may be preserved to the Church 

of God." 

Simeon's s|ieeeh was ended. The relics were brought 
out and exposed for the veneration of the faithful. They 
were then wrapped in silken cloths, laid iu their cases, 
and distributed amongst llio levitea, on whom the 
bishop duly ini press* *d the sacred nature of the trust 
reposed in them. Only Paulinns, St. Paul's nephew, 
had none of the relics confided to his pale- keeping. 
Thhi grieved (he youth, for he thought it showed that 
the bishop distrusted him, he heing the youngest Of llie 
levites. Simeon noticed his disappointment, and said: 
"God has other work for you, my sort. You and your 
worthy uiother will remain here." 

"When the relics had been given in charge to the 
levites, Biiacou again apolco: "It h* not possible for all 
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our brethren and sisters to qnit Jerusalem. Many are 
prevented by advanced :igeorsickii> :~.< from undertaking 
Hie journey; others arc compelled by the finm Distances 
in which they lire to remain here. Several of our sis- 
ters are married to men who still serve Udjcrnnelcs, they 
cannot and must not leave their husb.nul and children. 
A considerable number besides nr*i in tin? service of 
earthly masters, who exercise over them an authority 
giveii them by God. It will not do to leave so many 
members of my flock behind without any spiritual assist- 
ance or guidance, and at first r thought it was my duty 
to stay with them, but the Lord has given uie plain 
indications that it is His will that I should accompany 
the bulk of the community to Pel la. I have tlierefore 
decided to leave a priest behind in my place, and after 
fervent prayer my choice lias fallen upon Kiwhius, 
whose charity and virtue yon all know. If :iny one hero 
present knows of any fault, which would be an obstacle 
to raising Eusehins to the priesthood, I call upon hint 
in the name of Jesus Christ to declare it openly," 

Not a single voice was raised in disapprulmtion of 
this elioice, on (he contrary, tlie coinmuuity received 
the tidings with every sign of pleased concurrence. 
Thereupon Ensebius, to whom the bishop had already 
intimated bis intention, stepped forward at his call, to 
receive Holy Orders. During holy Wass, winch Simeon 
now proceeded to celebrate, he solemnly laid his hands 
upon him and conferred on him the mysterious power to 
change bread and wine into the trne body and blood of 
Christ, and thus renew in an unbloody manner the sac- 
rifice of the New Testament, once offered upon theeross 
With Shedding of blood, in accordance with our Lord's 
command : ' 'Do this for a commemoration of mo." He 
also communicated to him that other, no lefts mysterious 
faculty, the power to forgive sins. As our Lord pave 
this power to the Apostles at the Lost Supper, so the 
hishop handc-d it. on to this, their successor in the sacer- 
dotal office. He breathed on him. Ntying; "Kcceivetho 
Holy Ghosts Whose sins thou shall forjrive, they are 
forgiven them, and whose sins thon shalt retain, they 
jtre retained." Finally he plared under his care the 
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Christians who wore remaining in Jerusalem, saying to 
him the. words Christ addressed to Peter: "If thou 
lovest Jfo, fcied my sheep." 

forrowful intelligence awaited Panllnus, when ho 
loll. I ho oena-clo at the conclusion of the service. It was 
brought by Rhode, who had been waiting fur homo time 
in the porter's lodge; she would have called tlie young 
nan out of the chapel, only Mulch us the porter would 
Dot allow it. He said the bishop had given strict orders 
that the assembly was on no account to be disturbed, 
and that the service must very shortly he ended. 

"Young girls like yon are so impatient," th-o old 
man .sail I; "when you have pot to a more sedate ape, 
getting ©n for eighty as I am, you will have learut 
pationeo." 

"But, my good Malchns, pint think if Paulina were 
to die, before her sou cones hackl" the girl said in 
expostulation. "She has bad a stroke. I think it is 
paralysis." 

"Nonsense, fihe is. much too young for that. I shouM 
take her to be under sixty. It is probably not so bad 
ha nil th:it, Ix'shh's I have always h-eard it said that our 
blessed I*ady foretold that she would live to see the fall 
of Jerusalem. Wi-ll, eerlainly that may come any day 
now. judging: hy recent occurrences. 1 hail my ear cut 
off once, but I ronhl not Uv« if uiy bend wan cut off. 
See, they are coming out of the (Wiacle now. How 
Urave tliey all look! Tin- bishop must have bean saying 
HoiiM'thhig very snintis to litem. There is the venerabie 
Father with Kiisehius and Paulinas, you can deliver 
your message now. 1 ' 

Bbodto told Iht talc in a tearful and not very lucid 
manner, yet Panlimas gaihered from it. that something 
alarming hail happened to liis mother, and the bishop 
said ho would accompany him to the house of Mary 
where she was. He also bade the newly-ordained Priest 
take with him the holy oils and the sacred viaticum, so 

that in mm of danger of death, the departing soul might 

be fortified by the means of grace which the Lord in 
His merry bequeathed to the Churcli. 

In a few minutes they reached the little house, which 
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lay almost hidden in the pardon between the Ccnaclo and 
the titll gloomy residence of Caiapbas, adjoiuiug the 
western wall of the town. The door in the garden Wall 
«U almost entirely concealed by the overhanging boughs 
Of old cypress-trees, in fact it would scarcely be noticed 
by a casual p»sser-J>y, and the house itself escaped ob- 
servation altogether, so completely was it overshadowed 
by the thick foliage. Scraphia hart died a holy death 
shortly after the Feast of the t'assover, and the Bishop 
had placed Paulina in lier steart over the lilt lit commun- 
ity of devout women wlio since the demise of the Messed 
Virgin had lived together, spending their days in prayer 
and contemplation and active works of charily. 

When the bishop, together with Panlhms, entered 
the eiek chamber, he found all the sisters kneeling round 
Paulina's bed. In a few kind wordit he (old lliem to 
■withdraw, and going to the window which opened on to 
the garden, he unclosed it; I he aromatic fragrance of 
the morning air wemed \o revive the sufiVrcr, and 
restore her to consciousness. She opened her eyes j nst 
asEusebius entered with the cherished remedies, nnrt 

recognized her sou who was kneeling beside her. With 
a melancholy smile she endeavored to raise her hand, 
and lay it on his heat! in token of her blessing. But 
her right band was powerless ; with difficulty she lilted 
up her left, and with it marto the sign of the cross, on 
her boy's forehead. 

"There in no doubt that it iH a paralytic stroke," 
Ensebins said to the bishop. "The Angel of death may 
spare her this time, but the right side is completely 
paralysed, and she may have another stroke." 

"We will anoint her," the bishop answered. "Ac- 
cording to the tcachiiig of my holy predecessor 1 ) the 
Lord instituted this sacrament not only for the re mission 
of Hin, hut also for the healing of the sick, if that should 
bo conducive to his spiritual good." 

The sick woman made a sign of assent, and the bishop 
administered Extreme Unction. She then tried to speak, 
bat her tongue was paralysed and she could not articu- 
late a single sylable. Her son gave her the tablets and 
with her left hand she slowly traced the Word 'Eucharist.' 

') St. James 5, 14. 
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Eusebius asked lier if alio was able to swallow, for 
lie knew thai; after a stroke, this was frequently impos- 
sible, Tbe sick woman thought for a moment,' she then 
made tbo bystanders understand thai she wished them to 
give her a particle of an unconsecrated bout, with sonio 
Water, that she wiglit see if sho could swallow it. This 
was accordingly done, and on her giving a sign to show 
I hat she had suoeeeded, Holy Communion was admin- 
istered to bar in the same manner. The faith and ardent 
desire manifested by the sufferer for tbe Bread of Heav- 
en moved the bishop to tears. After communicating, 
she lay still, holding converse with her divine Lord. 

"Yon have a saintly mother, my bov. She is, it is 
true, the sister of a saint, and this ought to be a stimu- 
lus to you, to become in your turn a saint. 'We are 
children of saints.' "') 

So spofco the bishop, as he took leave of Panlinna, 
adding that be was tc stay in Jerusalem, with bis mother, 
mid assist Kuwbiae in the service of the poor and the 
sick. The devout women, however, with one or two 
exceptions who were wanted for tbo same purpose, wore 
to accompany the rest of tbo faithful to Pel la. 

Then Bhode threw herself at the prelate's feet and 
besought him u> permit tier to remain with her sick 

mistress ami nurse her. Kimi-on willingly acceded to 

bar rcuuest and gara her his blearing. 

While the bishop was visiling Paulina, tbo Elders of 
the Church had been executing- the orders given tbem. 
Thai same night Ihey -went round to nil the families 
designated, and announced Hie tidings to them. The 
door was opened to their knock with tbe utmost eantion, 
for the Sanguinary events of the past few days Lad filled 
the Inhabitants of Jerusalem with apprehension. But 
on being recognized, they were readily admitted. Co 
some cases the summons to depart immediately was 
received with alarm and Borrow; but in most of the 
houses it wh not unexpected, and it was obeyed with 
alacrity as was Mm command brought to Joseph by night 
by tbo A ngel of the Wd: Take the child and his mother 
AOd flee into Egypt. Tbe children were woke Out of 
their sleep , clothes and other necessaries were hastily 

') Tob. 2. 16.) 
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made into bandies, and all prepared to depart without 
delay, just as if the behest had come direct from Ihe 
mouth ol <-od. "The Ijord will provide for us, and His 
holy Angela will be WU gold*," the go,Ml J»oplo said, 
as with prayers, not mnnuurs on their li|>s, misting in 
God, they bade farewell to house ami home. 

In the early hours Of I he summer day they might be 
seen issuing from the eity by its different gates. Thei r 
departure attracted little notieo, for In those flays many 
Jewish families left the city to avoid the honor* Of war. 
Anyone who oliserved closely the various groups of 
refugees, could not fail to remark a striking difference 
in their demeanor. Some, with alarm and excitement 
depicted on their countenances, muttering imprecations 
on th© Bomaus ami Zealots, hurried on their ]J»j 
anxious to secure the safvty of their gold and of their 
persons. Others wended their way toward** the Jordan 
in silent resignation, mostly on toot, and in Companies, 
mothers leading the mule on which their children were 
seated- The lioys and girls ran en in advance, pleased, 
childlike, with the early start, and enjoying the fresL 
morning air; the adults followed carrying bundles, 
walking beside laden asses, or supporting the tottering 
steps ol aped relatives. And who eon doubt that the 
holy Angels, unseen by mortal eye, spread their shelter- 
utgwtagS over these christian pilgrims. On reaching a 
torn in the road, whence the lane view of Jerusalem was 
obtainable, they paused, and tooked back with tear- 
diiunied eyes at tSie temple in its glory, lighted "P >>>' 
the rising snn. "Would that thou hadsfc known the 
time Ot thy visitation !" was the thonglit that arose in 
the hearts of many, ns Witt a deep-drawn sigh, they 
turned and pursued their way eastward to the country 
beyond the Jordan. 



CHAPTER 23. 
In Masada. 

The fortress of Ma&ada was sihmicd in the sonth of 
Jndca, not iar irons the borders of Idumea. On the 
Bleep volcanic rocks which in the west shut in the deep, 

strongly marked basin Of the Dead gejk it ros« in soli- 
tary strength, crowning a narrow mountain ridge pro- 
tected on either side by wild ravines. The peak on 
which it stood was practically inaccessible, except on 
the east side where the southern extremity of the desert 
stretched its sandy plain. There a massive gateway, 
constructed of huge blocks of lava, forbade further pro- 
Sra« to :in advancing foo. The walls of toe fort itself 
defied the blows of the heaviest Roman tattering rams, as 
experience proved subsequently to the fall or Jerusalem. 
In this nest among the rocks I> nisi I la and Tlinmar 
Jim! taken rcfugo. » Hero we are secure from the pursuit 
both of the Procurator aud the Captain of the Temple,'"' 
Uie Prim-ens said to her companion, an the heavy gale 
close < I behind them. "This spot; is not without its 
attractions, solitary as it is. Look what beautiful gar- 
Jens with palm-trees unit babbling springs and cool 
grottoes my father conjured np lietwecn this tower and 
these walls in tliemidf-t of ;i wiMcrncsH! Aud you will 
find the rooms in the eastern tower — the rest of the 
buildings arc arsenals— most comfortably furnished." 

Tfaamar thought the apartments through which she 
maiHmdlletQd fitted up not only corafortablv. bat with 
luxury and splendor. The view from tho windows look- 
ing eastwanl was ■ melancholy one. Far below the 
leaden snrfaoeot the Dead Sea was discernible; beyond it, 
in the distance, wen the dark declivities of the "eastern 
range of mountains, behind which rose a blue line of 
hills, which were in the land of Moan. lu the sontfa the 
peak of Slnal and the adjacent heights were sharply 
defined. No dwelling-house, no castle, no homestead 
was visible a>s far as the eve conld reach. 
(2B2) 
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"It certainly is very lonely here," Drusilla remarked 
to her protegee, "almost more lonely Mian it would have 
been at Macherus among the mountains of the Ammou- 
ites where Berenice wanted to wild us. But I dislike 
that place. My great-uncle Herod Antipan once com- 
ji iii i.-.i a cruel act of bloodshed there, at. tin- Instigation 
of Herod ias. Perhaps you may have heard of it. It 
took place at a banquet; lor the sake of gratifying the 
whim of a foolish damsel, he had an innocent man 
beheaded, one too, whom all the people regarded as a 
prophet. Now nothing of that sort ever hap|ieiied here, 
as far as I know, so we can sleep in peace." 

These words reminded Thaiimr Unit she had once 
hoard her father apeak of an austere preacher of pcnmiee. 
named John, who was condemned by the scribes and 
Chief Council because he announced Hie coming of u 
falRC Messiah. 

On acconnt of the loneliness of Masada the two Indies 
were constantly thrown together, (hiring the long hours 
of the summer days Uiey sat. together in Hie cool grot- 
toes, and had many a long conversation, relating eaeli 
to the other, the story of her life. Thainar had not 
innehto tell of her early years, but Drusilla's pasfcWM 
by no means uneventful. When little more than a child, 
she had been enwuared into a union with Felix the Gov- 
ernor; she followed him lo Pome and there gave birth 
to a son. After a short, miserable period of married 
Lile. she was separated from her hutdinnd, nnd returned 
to her native country; but nho was forced to leave her 
child, whom she loped fondly, Iwhinrt in Rome. At that 
time such marriages, quickly made and quickly unmade, 
were an everyday matter. Yet Dmsilla was profoundly 
unhappy; for her life had lost all its pleasures. 

She often spoke of this to Tliamar, in accents of bit- 
tor self- reproach- "I forsook the God of my fathers 
nnd went after an idol of my own making. As a punish- 
ment H© forsook me, and now I feel myself a castaway. 
O my sister, beware how you give your baud, to a Koimm ! 
How Polix used to talk to mo about love ami fidelity, 
and yet no sooner had he seen the dark-eyed Neapollta n, 
who offered the prospect ol a larger dowry than 1 had 
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brought Mm, than all his vows, all his fair promises 
were forgotten. If only he had let mo keep my little 
FelieisMiiuua! But it served mo right; I forsook God 
and man in his turn forsook me!" 

"You need have no apprehension that 1 shall give 
my hund in, marriage to the Centurion Lucius as long as 
he is a heathen. And for tho matter or that he has not 
naked for my hand, and probably never will," Thamar 
answered, absently pulling to pieces a. rose which Dra- 
silla had given her. "I pray for him, though, that he 
may be converted from his false «o<ls to serve the true 
God. And if he WWW a proselyte ol justice, 1 ) or at least 
a proselyte of the giitea, I hope that — but what mil I 
saying! My poor father is dead, though I cannot help 
thinking of him as if he were alive. As I said, ft would 
bo folly to dream of being united to Lucius." 

"And yet* poor child, your thoughts dwell on hira 
day and night. How strange it is with us women, we 
hope aud long for the very thing which makes ns most 
miserable!" 

"It was not jour love, Drusilln, hut your sin in for- 
Baking God and His law for the Kike of an unlawful 
affection Unit made you unhappy. To me it is incom- 
prehensible how jon could ever get over it to 
offer aacrlOae U» the adulterous Jupiter and immodest 
Vl-n lis." 

"You fail to understand i( tWOUBe vnur love is pure 
nml blameless, and it in not an ungovernable passion as 
yet. Alas! in (lie bent of passion worse crimes are 
eominilled! And wln-u it has vanished as the smoke, it 
leaves the heart burnt out. like the cinders and scoria 
round about here, and In (he crater the soul lien without 
energy or life, like the Dead Sea that we behold, out 
yonder." 

"Yon must not lose courage -on account of your fault. 
Our God receives the siuuer graciously, if he turns to 
Him in true contrition of heart. How oflen car fore- 



■) I'roselyic of justice was tho name niveii to the heathen who 
was circumcised ami pledged bimsel f to fulfil the whole law ; « 
proselyte ol the gate was oue who ncknowledged the one true 
God aud .abstained from the worship of idols. 
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fathers foil away from Him ami sacriAecd to Baal and 
Moloeh, yet Ho pardoned them if they relumed to Him 
and destroyed their idola." 

"3fl -could but believe and feel thei-e was hope lor 
1110!" sighed DruMlIa. "(iraee wan offered me, but I 
trifled it BW«y. It was six years »go, » ln-n I waB in 
Oaesfirea with ray brother and the Ulitt I'Vlix. The 
Jcws brought up a man for Judgment who came from 
Tarsus, and was accused of being On adherent ot the 
new sect which they now call Christians. I was present 
when ho spoke in defence IrfHh of himself and of his. 
doctrines; and this he did so dearly, so eloquently, 
that 1 heard the voice of grace speaking to my heart, 
for I had never heard anyone plead like that Itefoie. 
But I stifled the interior voice, for at that time 1 still 
adored Felix. One of any slaves, Helena, who stood 
behind my chair whilst Paul was expounding the 
leaching of Jesus the Namile. drank il all in, and was 
baptised later on. 1 mnat acknowledge that from that 
day forth shft was a changed girl. Formerly I lined to 
have frequently to reprove her and rha.stise her, like nil 
the other slaves, for carelessness, untruth, greediness 
nud idleness, but since she has been a Christian, I have 
reallv had no fault at all to find wilh her. She is the 
most trustworthy of all my female slaves, and puis op 
with my cross moods with angelic meekness. One can 
see by her face Unit Iter heart is at peace. She does not 
spend what X give her on dress or frippery, but ns far 
as I can tell, she girt-a it all to lepers and mendicuil*- 

Sheisa strange girl ; one day I asked her why she did 
not pnt by the presents she received in order to purchase 
her freedom, and she calmly replied that she was quile 
content with her condition, and wonld ralher lay up a 
treasure which neither rust nor moth can consume. In 
the sight of God a slave was equal to a prince, since the 
King of Efe&ven and earth had worn the gunutuU) of a 
slave for our Bake." 

Thamar remembered that (he slave had said some- 
thing Of the same sort to her. She remarked that Ilia*. 
was a singular notion, likely to CanM an upheaval of all 
social order, if the monarch and the slave, the servant 
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anil his muster were all to be on the same level. "No 
doubt," she concluded, "they say that )>ecause the man 
whom they erroneously revere aa the Messiah, was born 
iu poverty and abasement, and was crucified like a. 
slave." 

"I haveoftea pointed oat to her the. absurdity of this 
idea," DrwUtik replied. "But she always has an answer 
ready. She tells me the MewKiiih came to alone for all 
Mig sins of the world. Now the origin and first cause ol 
sin -was disobedience and relwllion against God, and 
I heref ore the Redeemer came iu the form of a servant 
Slid died the death of a tslave. His teaching is based on 
obedience and submission, therefore it couhl never have 
the effect of inciting to revolt or the subversion of the 
existing order of things. They consider themselves 
bound to obey Hie pagan authorities both by the precept 
and example of their Messiah. In fact I never heard 
either my father or Felix complain of the insubordina- 
tion of those people. They always pay the tribute aud 
obey the imperial decrees if not aigainst their conscience, 
whereas the Jews ane terribly obstinate in this respect." 

"I thought the Kniperor ordered a wholesale mas- 
Men of the Christians ijuUe recently, on account of 
Homn terrible crime: T " Thaniar said. 

"So it was, If Nero is to l>e believed • lint all Rome 
knows (hat he himself was (lie incendiary. And really 
they died like herm-.v! J-'.-lix iinule me go out with him 
to see. the horrible spectacle in the grounds of Agrippa's 
palace, where tin> unfortunate creatures were chained to 
stakes, and burn! like living torches. We were- driving 
together with several senators and knights, in the wake) 
of Hero's chariot; lie himself acted as charioteer, and 
urged his horses onward between the ranks of those 
unhappy victims sacrificed upon the altar of a tyrant's 
whim, a horrible burnt offering. As we passed bytliem, 
I heard them praying for their murderer, instead of 
cursing him ; (hen I fainted, and I assure yon the horrid 
sight pursues inn evt*n now in my dreams." 

Tli is iiisi:ini-i' of the love of one's enemies, a virtue 
unknown, under the Old Dispensation, was wore thao 
Thamar -could understand. Was it the loftiest virtue 
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iir ■••insinuate hypocrisy T She remembered having heard 
■Omo thing similar of a young Nazmite, who prayed fur 
hi' udv«-rs;t.rics while they were stoning him. Then it 
Htiddeuly occurred to her that Jesus Lad done likewise 
upon the cross. 

How deeply she had been touched by the affecting 
narrative that Ensebias read ! And yet since that time 
■the bad hardly thought of it again* The tornado of 
rviilrt that had. swept over her latterly had diverted her 
in in it from the question whether the crucified One could 
possibly be the Messiah. 

Now the doubt rose, np again within her, and during 
I he lonely hours she spent in Hft&adflj, gazing out over 
the moon-lit waters of the Dead Sea, or on the vast, 
silent wilderness, she recalled all that she had then 
lu-anl, the proofs Eusebius had given of the resurrection, 
the kindness shown to her father and herself at Ucthaiiia. 
And as she not only liml a good will, lmt also prayed to 
lie enlightened, the prejudices in whieh she had been 
lii-oiight np were gradually dispelled, aud the truth 
began to dawn upon her. 

Helena the slave was often allowed to join in the 
conversation or the two ladies when they talked of the 
Mope of Israel. One fair August evening they were 
thug sitting together in the grounds, speaking of the 
predictions of the prophets concerning the glory of the 
Messiah's kingdom, which Thamar depicted in vivid 
colors. But Helena could also quote the same inspired 
writers to prove that Christ must suffer, and thus enter 
into His glory. The passages she cited from fsaias and 
from the Psalms were so conclusive, ihafc Thiunar eo-uld 
only wonder that she had hitherto been so blind to their 
true meaning. 

"Rut how Lave (he prophecies been fulfilled which 
promise universal dominion so clearly to the Messiah?" 
Thamar inquired. "Wo sec nothing like that now. 
Israel is still captive, and the Komans hold sway over 

the whole world." 

Helena answered: "Jesus said, My kingdom is not 
of this world. He came to found a spiritual kingdom, 
a kingdom of grace and of peace, which should embrace 
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the whole earth. In TTim are uot Ike sons of Abraham 
alone, lint all mankind to become tho children of God 
and heirs of Heaven. And as tho Son of God became 
our Brother, bo nil men ought to Ihi brethren. This 
holy precept of charity towards God and man, which 
proceeded out of Sum, is already spreading throughout 
the lio mtui empire, and will vanquish tho hearts Of all 
nal, Ions. Anil then the Messiah will come again, in the 
time appointed by tho Father, no longer in the garh of 
a slave, hut as the king of glory, and of His kingdom 
llu-re shall be no end. Then, and not till then, shall the 
predictions of (he inspired prophets be fnlfil led. Happy 
those who believe in Hlni, who suffer for Him and with 
Him, for they shall reign with Him to all eternity!" 

"It Is a beautiful, elevating idea, this spiritual king- 
dom of love and justice," Thumur exclaimed enthusias- 
tically, "lint will it not be a king of Israel's race, a 
scion of David's royal house who Bball rule oyer this 
future kingdom?" 

"Jesus Christ is a Ron of Abraham according to tho 
flesh and a descendant of David, He is the ruler of this 
kingdom now sind for evermore," Helena rejoined. 

"Is He then stall on earth, in a visible form f It ap- 
pears t«i me thai as His kingdom is composed or living 
Bnbjcobfl, it- must also Jiave a visible Head." 

"Ilmv correct your Judgment is!" answered the 

slave. "In very (ruth tin- Ufawlafa did appoint a visible 
vicegerent to govern His kingdom 00 earth until He 
comes again, and gave him 11k; name of Cephas, (roek) 
bee&Ofle upon htm as upon a cornerstone He rests the 

Btraeta ra of Hist amreh, against vhieh tho gates of hell 

shall not prevail." 

''Where does Hiis Cephas live! Is he to be seen in 
Jerusalem*" Thaniar inquired eagerly. 

Helena shook bar head as she replied: "Jerusalem 
is doomed, her temple will be destroyed, because in her 
blindness she did not acknowledge the Messiah. Cephas 
is ia Home now." 

"Then Rome, not Sion, is the centre of the Messiah's 
earthly kingdom. By letting mo this, you go near to 
overthrow nil that your words have built upl" Thamnr 
said with evident ffcituoyan.ee. 
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"Is He not the master, is Ho not al liberty to choose 
or lo roj»M;fc according as it seems right lo lllm, as Ihe 
potter sh:ip*>s tlie clay in Iiis hand. Isr.iel is besides 
not entirely cat off; tho&on of God was sent to the Jews 
and they would not have Him to ruloovcr them, because 
Mn wafl destitute of tlie external pomp unit grandeur 
Unit siirruuniis au earthly king." 

"You are right, Israel was justly cast off. Hut what 
must ono do-, in order to become a- member Of thm spiri- 
I ual kingdom, which begins in time, hut lustH to all 
eternity f" Thamar asked idler a lengthened |hihso. 

"One must accept the teaching of Ihe Messiah :tnd 
Im; baptized." — Helena would have Haid more, but the 
conversation was broken o*( by sin uu*x|itH'U*l accident, 
which had moaientous coiiscu nonces as far as Thauiar 
was concerned. 

While they "were talking it liail grown hi(e, and the 
evening breeze brought a ndieshint* coolness. Tliey 
were Bitting by the fountain in Hie inner court of the 
castle, tlie gate of which slow! open. A servant now 
advanced through that gate, and approaching the ladies, 
informed them that a messenger demanded admittance, 
am! the gatekeeper Vafi about to open the outer gate of 
the castle. Drnailla, who was naturally of a timid 
disposition, asked him why the inner gate was not 
closed T Prudence and caution demanded that the inner 
one should be shut before lb* outer van opened. 

"1'es, yes, your highness is perfectly right," tlie 
mau responded. "That is what I just told tho gate- 
keeper; OUO UiilSt be on one's guard against these gangs 
of robbers Iroin Idumeaaud Moab! Besides, tlie watch- 
111:1 n declares that this very day he descried from the 
Ix.ttJentciits au unwonted glitter in tho defile leadiug 
Iroin Ufcbron, which h« strongly suspects came from a 
number of lances. However, the gatekee]H-r told him 
he was a foul and said the wine of Engaddi laid got 
into his head." 

'•This is quite irregular," Brasilia- exclaimed in 
alarm. "Let the inner gate lie immediately closed, and 
bid the castellan come here to me at once." 

The servant stood scrsilchmig his head, and slowly 
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replied : "I have two onlera «ivcn ine, and only one pair 
or legs; Ami to toll my lea which are to a certain 
sense my Hervnnts, to rim lo the Commandant, and Say 
he in to give the gatekeeper n good Molding, or shall I 
order 1 hem to carry me first to the g&takeope? — " 

"What a dunce yon are! Go and shut the inner gale 
before yon do anything else, and 1 will not have the 
oiiIit gate opened until Syntyehes the castellan is here 
with a suOicieut number of armed rrlaimTS." 

"Well, it is all the same to me ; Jo not put yourself 
out, madam, f wiH explain it all fully lo the gatekeeper. 
But be will say it cannot he dono. * Kor bow can the 
Captain go out to him with his men, who must fetch 
their arms, if the inner gate is closed. Besides you will 
have to wait a little, for Syiitycbes is sitting over his 
wine with nil bis officers, and if he ling any sense, ho 
will offer me a. glass. That is the second reason why it 
would bo better for me to go first lo the Commandant, 
who loves good liquor, and not to the gatekeeper, who 
would grudge me a drink of cold water." 

'•The man is enough lo drive one mad!" Drusilla 
fixehii inert. 

"Is be really stupid or is it all pretence t Helena, go 
instantly to the enstollan and request hirn to come here 
immediately. — Bat what do I hear, (be bolts are being 

drawn Uirli ami the doors grate on their binges!" 

'•rk) Uiry are. And I hear the tramp of armed HMD 
pawning through the archway. (Jnick, Helena, come 
ami help me shut Urn inner gsibB." 

So Baying, Thamar sprang to her feet and hastened 
to the gate, the others following her; bat before she 
could move one of (lie heavy doors t Eleazar made his 
way into lite gardens, hisaword dmwn and accompanied 
by his men, and in an instant the court flfi ful] of 
soldiers. The dilatory castellan, who came running up 
withbalf a down mm, was struck down by the intrud- 
ers, and no further resislance was made. The gatekeeper 
*ad been bribed to un look the gates, and the cattle with 
its well-filled armory was now in the hands of the enemy. 

Elenxar told Drusilla that she bad no cause for alarm. 
He would it was true, take possession of the fortress 
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and iill ils stows for the people of land, since now thoy 
were at war with Rome and Iht brother Agrippa. The 
option would be left to her to remain there, or lo take 
up her residence elsewhere. Ho showed her this leni- 
niry for the sake of Iier sister liercnm>, lo whom the in- 
liahitnnta. of Jerusalem were Indebted for her courageous 
intercession on their behalf. 

"Then I am at liberty to withdraw with all my 
retinue f" the Princess inquired, with a sigh of relief. 

"With all your women, excepting this daughter ol 
.1 uda, who is to come with me." Eleazar replied. With 
a healing heart Thauiar followed him into a room on the 
ground lloor of the castle, which was brilliantly illumin- 
ated by the moon. 

"How at last I have yon in my power, daughter of 
Kudoc," Eleazar began. 

Summoning ah her courage. Thaiiiar answered: "Is 
it on my account that you have come, and is this your 
way of wooing mot" 

"Hot entirely on your account; partly for the sake 
of the arms that sir© stored hem. War with the Kouiaus 
iB declared. I have defeated Florus and his cohorts. 
You will see me at the head of Israel's forces, and you 
will he proud to hear yourself -called the bride of the 
second Judas Maehabeus." 

"Never of my free will shall I belong to you, even. 
were you. a hero like Macbalwus," Thaniar replied. 

"Iiutj'QU would gladly give yourself to that beardless 
boy, that heathen Centurion, yon, a daughter of Abra- 
ham!" Klcarair retoaled, with flashing eyes. 

"Do you Imagine that I am not aware that the derout 
Ksrtras rent bis garment*; ami sat moaning until the time 
of the evening sacriheo on account of such ungodly 
alliances with the heathen! And am I not a diinffht'T of 
the tribe of Leva, the child of one of Israel's KabhisT 
Sever will I espouse a heathen!" Thaanar indignantly 
rejoined. 

"If you will not accompany me as my brtclc, you shall 
accompany uuoaa a captive; You must and shall come 
with me to my father's house," the captain answered. 

"I am only a weak woman, I cannot contend with 
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you. You can of none use loroe. Ttiil I simply ask 
whether such an act is one of which a hero should be 
proud or ashamed. You had far heller sell me as a 
slave, if Che law gives yon power to do .so, il.au endeavor 
(o compel me to marry you." 

"It is riot I only who desire it, my father and your 
father both wish for our union. And am I a monster, 
that you should regard ib with such horror f I am not 
lame or deformed, on the contrary, all Jerusalem looks 
after me with admiring eyes, when I walk through the 
slrceta ill my glii taring armor, a head higher, like Saul, 
I lian the men around me. A m I not the descendant of 
a noble sacerdotal rneef Have I not already gained 
renown, and shall I not gain yet more so, that your bus- 
baiid will l>e hailed as the Sword of Israel, as its deliv- 
erer and king! O foolish maiden, think no more of that 
Centurion who is either already dead or certainly will 
not leave Jerusalem alive; I will take care that his body 
is thrown out for jackals and vultnres to devour. Think 
of him no more, a,ud this silly girlish freak of setting 
your affections on a heathen shall bo forgiven y«n." 

"You have nothing to forgive. I hare Lever ex> 
Changed a word, a look wilh the nolde Roman of which 
the most modest virgin in Israel could be ashamed. His 
image will always Ih> in my heart, and ib appcai-s all the 
fairer when liis magnanimity la contrasted wilh your 
meanness. 1 am not wliat you i-are for, it is my dowry 
that you want. Quick, give me ink and papyrns, I will 
mil ko over to you all 1 possess, and tlwm take my life, 
rather than force me to eoutract this hateful marriage. 
You would do me a kinder act in giving mo my death- 
blow rallier than oonrpelllng me to live in your detested 
company under I he roof of your -wretched father." 

Tliamar Uttered these words with a look or indigna- 
tion in her eyes. EleSntT thought he had never seen so 
beautiful a woman. Till then he had only wished to 
make her liis wife l>ecanse his father had urged him to 
do so, and the idea of repairing- the ruined fortune of 
his house with her ample, dowry had also weighed with 
him. But now she inspired him with a real passion, 
wliilo at the name time it wounded his pride to be con- 
temned by this beautiful and noble maiden. 
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"I appear contemptible, it scorns, beside that Roman 
tool, who has bewitched yon in some malign manner, so 
ih.it yon regard him as the typo of manly generosity. 
Vou cannot Iopo iue dowiiiko yon dospise me, you say, 
ii nd you dare to asperse my father's character, who, 
though ho has his faults, is a thooaaod times more vir- 
tuous than tho bent of those accursed pagans. What 
uiiaii act have you aeon my father or me commit, to 
j nidify you in condemning us iu this sweeping uianaert 
Tell me, in the mime of justice!" 

ICleazar spoko in the accents of one who felt n i maoll 
deeply aggrieved, and it was impossible to doubt bin 
sincerity. Thamar looked him. full in tho face, with 
surprise, as Shfl answered: "Must I really go over it all 
with youl You mm-ly know why, hy whom, and with 
what rcprcseutfttious my poor father was enticed to 
Jerusalem t" 

"Of course, it was my falhcr. Ho wanted to make 
him High-Priest, in order that tor once Israel might 
again have a worthy Head, ami the means of gaining 
allies against the; Itemaas. That was his design, as ho 
(.old me, aud I approved it. Was there anything meait 

in that t» ,,-i 

"No, ho acted from motives of policy ana cola cal- 
culation. But what name must one give to the compact 
which yon and your father made with Ben Giorast The* 
agreement that my poor falhcr should be assassinated 
on the way hither, in order that yon might get iny I ittlo 
brother and myself into your power as unprotected 
orphans T Was not that abominably mennt" 

Klcazar turned white to the lips. Then ho raised .his 
hand to heaven and swore a solemn oath : "By tlie <iod 
of my fathers I will renounce all iny share in the hope 
of Israel, if I ever heard a word of such infamous 
treachery! And I do not think my father is capable of 
bo foul an Mt Yon must have been deceived.' ' 

Thamar saw that Hf«tCSX had not been made privy 
to his father's dark design; she hastened, with the 
eagerness of a generous heart, to repair the wronfc she 
had done him. In a very different tone she Mffieu his 
pardon for Iter rash judgment, declaring that she fully 
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uelicrod his solemn assertion thai he had no part in Hie 
I reachery. 3T«4 sh« maintained that li is father was guilty 
of It, mid told him the proofs she bad. 

Btenzw replied that he would Bill (lie matter llior- 
onghly. Be" Gioras had oftentimes conferred with his 
fai her, but only, ho thought afi yet, alwut politic;*! ques- 
tions, lhe assistance ho could give in war with the 
Humana was not to be despised. "I f«l almost certain '• 
ho continued, "that you have been misinformed as to 
my father being au accessory lo the crime. Woo betide 
him if ho were! By my sword, I would sever the bond 
of blOOd, and have him dragged before the tribunal of 
the judge aw a robber and murderer] Your little brother, 
whom my father ransomed from Ben Gioras at a heavy 
price, is now under oar roof, 1 will cross-iiuestien him 
thoroughly. And I will speak to Beu G ioras about it, 
he has the conrugo of liia deeds." 

"Is Benjamin with yout" Thaiuar exclnimed in joy- 
ful surprise. "That will make me math men.- willing 
lo accompany you to your father's house." 

"Then yon withdraw your opposition t" 

"What nsc is it to struggle, since, yon threaten me 
to Me force 1 I have already told you that never will 1 
consent, to lte your bride.'' 

"And I am too proud lo compel yon I lint I still 
hope in time lo win your estottn and affection, so tbat 
you m;iy giro a willing assent t>0 our union. For the 
present, yon will mini- with iim*:lx:i member- of the family. 
And yon shall not be roreed to live in my father's house, 
until I bay* Cleared Lis character Ol 1he suspicion which 
yoij think attaches lo it. Prepare therefore to start 
early tomorrow morning on the journey to Jerusalem." 

\V it li a res |»eet fnl saint ation Eleaxur withdrew. 

Thamar fait she had been unjust in her estimation of 
Klearar's eliaracler. lie was not *o ignoble da she hed 
thought bin to l>c, and would gladly have placed herself 
under his protection, though she wuuld never entertain 
the idea of espousing the haughty warrior. And oli! 
how delighted she would be to we her dear little brother 
again and comfort liiin! With these thoughts in her mind 
Thamar sought h» chamber, for Drusilla had already 
withdrawn to own apartments. 
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Helena was waiting to assist her mistress lo undress. 

Thamar lold her in a few words (he purport of her con- 

VI motion with tlie Captain, anil that she would have to 

leave her. 

"What aDOnt your belief in the Messiah and your ad- 
mission into His kingdom, which you seemed to desirel 
<»h do not act like Drusilla, who let the day of grace 
page by and now cannot come to any determination!" 
Thus the slave spoke in acceule of em n-aty. 

'• You are right; this is a matter which, far outweighs 
ill inijM>rtniK« nil earthly concerns, as it affects one's 
i-teriLiil happiness. I promise you th:it I will carefully 
examine ail your arguments, vhich appear to me cun- 
vincing, ami I will act according to my conviction. Do 
von know urivouo in Jerusalem, who could solve lay offfl- 
i-ultifs and admit mo into the kingdom of the Messiah! " 

Helena gladly complied with lu-r roqiie-st, and paried 
from her with Uic nasiirunwj that- kIio would pray for her. 

Thainar herself priiyed to this (Sod of her fathers for 

enlightenment* ami for protection amid (he £*■■£*" 

wlii oh she must inevitably encounter. Finally She 
dropped asleep, and was still iu :* hwivy slumber vlien 
the sun had risen over the mountain heights of MOiib. 

Tlio perraute had to wake her, for Elwuar was eager 
to announce bis victory end display his booty in Jeru- 
salem. The parting from UrusilUfc was brief bnt affect- 
ing: then Eleaaar lifted Thamar on to tho saddle before 
him ami galloped off with his little band of followers in 
tlie direction of Hebron. 
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Eleazar's Triumph. 

In the early part of the month ©f August in the year 
flfi A. I>., Jei nsalem was split into two camps. The 
Zie&lotS under the generalship of Kleazar held the mount 
on which (he temple stood with several thousand Siearii 
and a division of the Galilean troops. Opposite to them, 
on Mount Sion, the little army was encamped which 
Agrippa hail sent to assist tlio Uigli-Prit-st and the mem- 
ber* of the Council who were for peace, in suppressing 
tho insurrection. The Antonia fortress and the royal 
palace alone were occupied by the Konmn cohorts. The 
war-party increased daily; nJI the inhabitants of the 
eity who had little to lose and all who. wore zealous for 
the law, flocked to the temple mountain. 

Weapons only were wanting to equip (he multitude, 
consequently the tidings that the expedition which 
Ele:izar had secretly conducted against.Ma.sada had l>een 
completely miccessful, »nd that lie was returning with a 
large supply <»f arms to Jerusalem, was hailed with 
ciiilnihiiiHiii-. dclighi.. 

"bet lis (-o Out Ut BkQel liiin." Ibe people congregated 

in the court of the leinplu exclaimed, on hearing that 
tho caravan bringing the sintia was encamped at Bethle- 
hem. * i M< , n:iheni willi his (-nlileans may guard the 
temple i n our altscaee.* ' And that snmc night thousands 
©f men mau'li'-d to Jerusalem, where they equipped 
themselves in tho armor taken from the enemy, buck- 
ling on breast plates, Ihrusting the brass helmets on 

their heads, brand tailing,' sword and shield in high glee, 
•while they shouted: "AM bail to Kleazar! Long life to 
our leader I Hail, sword of Israel, Imil Lion of Jndft!" 

Tims Kleazar's troops made a triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem, preceded by hundreds of the cilizeuff shout- 
ing Alleluia, and wearing their newly-ae<|iiired armor, 
which gleamed blood-red in the rays of the rising sum. 

(266) 
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Thru came Eleazar, seated proudly on his black charger; 
holding his head hiph lie rant a satisfied glance over the 
crowds who- pressed around, dancing and sinking: Hosan- 
an] Blessed i» he that eomoth in the Dame of the Lord I 
Behind him followed Thainar, riding on :i white camel, 
closely veiled to the eyes, her heart heating high at the 
sight ol the jubilant multitude that formed Kleazar's 
escort. The roar was brought up by tile heavily-laden 
camels, Oil cither side of which marched tin* men-at-arms 
iu ranks four or live deep. 

Now before her eyes rose the irallfl and battlements of 
Jerusalem, whilst in the distance shone the gold -plated 
roofs ol the temple. "Is it possible," Tluunnr naked 
herself, 'Ms it possible thai Israel anal] be delivered, and 
delivered by him whom the ex ailing people designate OB 
my affianced husband t" There is something infectious 
in universal rejoicing; the young girl fell her pulse 
throb more quickly as her even renled on the hold horse- 
man who rode on in front of DOT, with the air of one who 
had already defeated tlie armies ol Home. And all she 
passed by Hippieus, from its battlements a few Roman 
arrows whizzed innocuously through the air. Immediate- 
ly Kleazar placed himself at her side, covering her with 
his shield, remarking with a sneer, at* one of those nils- 
silos rebounded ton its surface; ' 'This is an attention on 
the part ol onr friend the Centurion. He grudges you 
to me, though he despairs in winning you himself" 

As the cavalcade neared the Bethlehem Gate, n crowd 
of women eanie out to moot tliein, beating cymbals and 
playing on timbrels with tinkling bells, dancing and 
singing in chorus: "Glory to the Conqueror of Masada! 
Hail to the Champion ol Israel, the IJefcoder of his 
brethren against Koine! Hail to his bride, tho bride he 
baa chosen for himself amongst all the daughters of our 

peoples' 1 ,1111 

Tims they tame to the wide flight of steps which led 
from the lower city up the hill to the northern portal of 
the outer court of the temple. Kleazar sprung from his 
steed, and while the camel knelt, helped Thamar out of 
the saddle. Then between a doublo row of armed men, 
who with their shields warded off the missiles thrown 
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froin tho adj:iee-nt tower of Antonin, the Captain of the 
Templi-Kuani conducted the fair damsel to the threshold 
of the sanctuary. 

At length Thamar's fee* stood on the lioly hill, which 
She had hoped to aucend for tlie first time with her father 
at llie time of the Faaehal feist. She treinliled with 
excitement as she passed under tho archway, aud saw 
before lier the buildings of the temple. This gh-onts of 
triumph still rang in her ear*, the shouts whieh had 
welcomed her as the bride of Israel's champion, smil 
this triii nipliant entry seemed to cast a spell upon her 
which she found herself impotent to resist. Had not 
Eleazar been designated by Jut father m her future 
spouse t Had be not In-haved most generously towards 
lierT Must not she confess that she hud judged him un* 
justly? And now that nil the people welcomed him as a 
hero, a deliverer, a prexmrsor of the Messiah, how could 
ebe help a certain pride in him mastering her heart? 

Thoughts such as those were however banished from 
her mind by the majesty, the sanctity of the spot, as 
she gazed on the glorious temple, visihle between the 
massive pillars of tho colonnade. She withdrew Iter 

hand from Klestzar's grasp saying: "The tabernacle of 

God amongst nton.1" And she? hepin to cross the Spa- 
cious court in an ohliijin* diri'i-lirni, Imvards the marble 
fii(iht of stops by whieh admittance to the Couit of 
Women was obtained. 

Hut Eh-UKir ln-hl bar back, pointing out to her that 
that portion of the outer eourt was exposed to the darts 
hurled from the Anlonia. They were obliged to seek 
the protection of the eloistci-s, and thus reach the great 
Corinthian (iate. 

AsThamar mounted the marble stairs at Eleazar's 
side, which led on to the terrace of the fortress, whose 
walls fipjiarnted tho onto courts from Uw temple itself, 
iin incident oeeurre< 1 which speedily brought her thoughts 
back from heaven lo earth. The fort WW garrisoned by 
Galilean troops under Manahem's command, and the 
latter, instead of greeting the returning victor as a 
brotber-in-arina, met him with a body of men at the top 
of the steps with an insolent swagger, anil made as if he 
would bar his ingress. 
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"We Galileans are BbTOfig enough ami valorous 
enough to defend the sam-tnary against any number of 
iincireuincised heathens," said! the rough peaaant-elile! 
with tire braggart pride ©t tin* uneducated. He waa 
deeply offended at the ovation Bhucu bad received, 
while" his own services to thu country bad until Hum 
met with uo public recognition. "It would lie lietter 
for the future for you and V*M troops to guard the 
cloisters ami outer walls. Ami if yo/tt hanker after the 
applause Of the populace, why you urn at liberty to 
storm the Antouia, that would he inure like t lie act Ol a 
hero than taking a castle by vile treachery hisloa-d of by 

the sword." 

Kleazar turned white with rage at. the iiiHulling ad- 
dress Of tho clowuish Galilean. "Vim dim- speak in 
that way to me, tho son of I he llighl'ricst and the 
chosen Captain of the Teniplel Veil Shall pay lor this 
Willi your blood." And jus he said this, his awunl h-apt 
from the scabbard. 

A deadly struggle would have ensued lietweon the 
two commanders, hail notThamar thrown berS&U Ih-Ivwii 
them and implored thoui to remeinlw the Bnnetity of 
the spot. "Would yon take one another's life on the 
threshold of Hie tempte." alio cried, "In sight of your 
com moil foe. Put up yon r swords and give your hand 
one to the other like brethren, and each do liia part in 
the defence of the sanctuary." 

These words, ami still more the manner in which 
they were uttered, made an impression on the boorish 
Galilean. He liekl out hit* hand, saying to Elcasur : "I 
meant Jio harm. You can garrison one half of tho 
fortress with your men. Only 1 claim for myself tho 
precedence at" the next gTC*t solemnity. Remember I 
am the son of that Judas who in the time of Qnlrlnns 
declared that it was unlawful for the vortfhipiwrB of 
Jehovah to bow down to the Romans, while Caiaphas 
and other of yonr tenchero (Uflgraeed themsel ves by per- 
mitting it. What, you will not take my haudt Shame 
on you. to take offence at so small a thing! But do aa 
you please; I will not crouch to you ior your favor." 

For the moment Ktea/.ar suppressed the auger that 
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boiled within him, but in his heart he swore to lake 
bloody revenge. Without another word he followed 
Tlniiiiiir, who proceeded betweeu the rauks of the Gali- 
leans, who made way for her, to the cast portal of the 
icii.l"'. Struck with the splendor of the golden gales, 
she knelt awhile la silent adoration. ElftftSW was in no 
mood for prayer; the affront his pride h«d just received 
wtmnded hiui lo the quick and the bitterness he felt 
oul weighed the delight his triumph had caused him. 

When Thatnar rose from her knees, ho conducted 
her across the Court of the Women to one of the side 
buildings, where the virgins dedicated to the service of 
the temple resided. The ago*! lady who presided over 
them, L'hcnenna by name, was related to him, and of her 
he had thought, when he promised Thamar that for the 
time being he would find an abode for her elsewhere 
than in his father's house. Where indeed In the wholo 
city, now disturbed by the tumult of warlike prepara- 
tions, could so suitable, so wife a retreat he found for 
her as the temple T This he -explained to her, as they 
p;utscd through the gallery before the door of the house 
occupied by ihe virgins, and never tteforo had he Been 
so heartfelt a look of gratitude upon any couuteuauce as 
that wherewith .she rewarded him. 

Kleazar's knock was answerrd l>y an old portress 
whom lie knew, and to whom he communicated Ids pur- 

pmw. Klie admitted him into a reception room, divided 
by a high wooden grating, behind which Phenenna soon 
came forward to M|M':ik to hiui. She was tall, somewhat 
bent by age, and leant upon a staff, Her bright eye 
rested kindly Upon Kleazar and Ink Companion, "who 
saluted her respectful )y. 

"I am bringing to you Thamar, the daughter of 
Sadoe, one of the teachers of Israel, whom my father 
destines for my spouse, according to the law of Moses. 
Tliis ia however the time for war, not for love, and I 
have sworn not to take my bride into my house until 
not a Roman remains in this holy city, in the country 
which the Jjord gave us for our inheritance. Unhappily 
her father was Slain by robbers on the Way tOJerusalem^ 
wherefore 1 thought it best to place the maiden uuder 
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yonr protection. Take her then, ami kwp her safe in 
Die house of God, until I return M ft victor, 08 the 
deliverer Of Israel to claim lier at your hands." 

"May the Lord grunt you victory and salvation to 
His. people," Phencuna rejoined. "Bfemember, you can 
do nothing in your own strength, unless the Lord gives 
Bfght to your Aim. I heard of your triumph ; give the 
glory to God, lest He reject yon on aeeoimt of your 
pride, na He rejected Saul. Fasihig and prayer, won- 
ders and signs will alone have power to overcome the 

armies of Borne." 

"FitsV and pray as much as you like," answered 
Xteastt impatiently; "I ninst away and eannot slop to 

listen to your well-meant, but unueceaearj admonitions. 

Karewell, Tliamar, forget tlie Bomui. Ity the <><«1 of 
our fathers, never will 1 nufler you to wed a heathen, 
after seeing;, as I did today, that you have within your 
breast a heart capable of heroic deeds, that you are 
worthy to be the bride of Israel's h-ader." 

He* was alKHit to depart, but the old woman called 
him hack. Chiding aim for hta impatience, add telling 
him she did not yet know -whether this daughter of 
Levi could be received amongst the virgins. Thereupon 
she put a number of questions to Thumar, mentioning 
the rales to which slio would have io conform. Thuiuar 
assured, her that she was prepared to olwy her in every 
thing and observe the regulations of the house. When 
all formalities had been gone through, Phenenna declared 
herself willing to receive the damsel provisionally, and 
the Captain took bus leave. 

Tha-innr was then admitted into the Interior of the 
liouse, which formed a wing of the temple buildings. 
On the ground floor were long workrooms, in which the 
voung women purified the priest's vestments which were 
often sprinkled with tlie blood ol fee sacrificed vi.iims. 
or mail* new ones of white linen. Phenenna. took Tlia- 
mar first into her own apartment, and made her lell her 
all her story. She adroitly contrived to learn at the 
same time all about the Koinun of whom Kleazur hud 
spoken with such undisguised jealousy, and rejoiced to 
find her new charge so simple and pura-miuded. Con- 
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earning the conduct of her relative Bon Caiaphas she ill(3 
not venture to give an opinion. She only said that for 
some lime past an unlucky star seemed to dominate (lie 
bouse of Caiaphas, she could remember the day when 
(heir fortune bcga-ii to turn. Now limnvir the malign 
lull uenee seemed to be oil the wane; Klea/ar promised 

to distinguish himself as s» hero. If only he t*ould bridle 
his proud, hasty tongue. Thainar must help him to 
do this; it good, feirudeiit Wife might be the saving oJ 
her husband. 

She then promised Thamar to send for her little 
brother presently, and had her conducted to her cell. 
tlie window of which looked out on the Women's Court 
in the temple. Thamur could not see the door of the 
sanctuary, a** the building at right angles, separating 
tlio Court of the Women from that of the Priests, entirely 
shut it off ; she saw however the roof with it* golden 
tiles, aiid reverently watched Hie clouds of incense that 
ascended from it. She followed Phenemia's advice anil 
laid down to rest awhile, for since her departure from 
Musndik she had had no sleep. 

I.atc in the afternoon she was roused by a knock 
at the door. "Are you asleep, daughter of Sadoei" 
a vedee int|iiired. Tluimar si ailed up hfwfUlercd, front 
a confused dream. When vu fhel Riirely she knew 
that voice! II. wiih Sara's! She must, be ilreani ing, but 
no; the odour of the burnt offering;, the smell of incense 
which 1'dh-d Hie house recalled her to herself. "Sara, 
is it you f Gome in." she cried; and in another moment 

she wag clasped jn \\u- arum of her good old uar.se, who 
laughed and wept, for Joy. 

It was Some time Ixdore Para was snfficienlly com- 
posed to rotate her : id ventures. "When the Koman 
Procurator drove me out into the street with contempt 
ami abuse, for a long lime I did not know where to go for 
a night's shelter. or where to turn for a hit of bread. I 
went n |> to the temple, and besought the Lord to pro- 
videforme. My prayer was heanl ; I went to the house 
whore the virgins ©I the temple live, to ask for relief, 
anil they took me sis a servant. So how I dwell in the 
courts of the Bouse of God, and am well content. I 
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waft Only anxious about yon, my love, ami little Benjn- 
tsiiu. My good master, your dear father, is in Ahra- 
hum's bu>som. Now the Lord God has granted my daily 
prayer, and brought yon hither.' 1 Tnni the good old 
soul concluded her lengthy uarral ive. 

"Now, lave, get up at wire and put on the white 
linen garments which are worn by the temple virgins. 
II. will soon be time for the evening fflurlfloe, and you 
mmtfc iw present with, the others in the tribune. After- 
wards you will go in tosopiier with them, and Phenoiina, 
who is a kind mother to them all, will present yon to 
your new companions. And let uie advi.se you not lo be 
annoyed II some of thy naughty daughters of Blon look 

askance at the daughter of ii Kuhbi who comes from the 

idolatrous city of Antiooh, :ind tense yon by culling yuii 
u niodi'i'ii DehWora. For every one initio limine knows 
that yott entered Jerusalem this morning with Btettaf 
us his aflianeed bride; in fact that is bow 1 heard nl»out 
you." 

Sara went on chattering, while Thamar was dressing. 
What she foretold came true to a great extent Thamar 
met with many a proud audi envious. Iiiok, but alio be- 
haved in so simple and iiiiussuiiiiiig a manner, she was 
so modefit and prudent, that she gained all hearts; many 
were eager to make friends with her, and some amongst 
her companions did not grudge her the band of the 
proudest; ami most handsome warrior in Jerusalem, who 
in his glittering armor liad so Often been compared to 
Judas Matliabeus. 

That same evening Thamar was called down to the 
lodge, where her little brother was wail ing. He jumped 
for joy and clapped his. bands when he saw her, and 
cried ont: "la at you, Thamar really f Bnt why bare 
you got on that white tunic 7 J like yon better in your 
bine dress. And why have they shut you up like a 
wild beast behind this grating?" 

As soon as Thamar could get him to talk sensibly, 
she begn-n to- question htm as to what be had overheard 
the "brigands saying about Ben Cniaphas' part in the 
attack upon their father. She then for the first time 
perceived that they were not alone. A inau advanced 
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out of ;k dark corner, and introduced himself as Ananas 
Hen Oiiaphas. His beard was grey mid curly, iiud bis 
eyes b:id a- [teculiarly crafty expression. 

"1 did not wish to intrude upon the first pleasure of 
your meeting," be said, "but now I may perhaps present 
myself to my future duugtiter-iiHaw U fitoa&ftr'S father. 
My son has brought a blessing to his nation and his 
family, since lie bM made a conquest of arms for his 
people and a bride for himself. Yon are indeed fair as 
ii rose, ami I doubt not far to* wise to give credence- to 
the sill_v prattle of a child. How could you believe that 
J should ally myself with an assassin like lien Gioras, 
or entertain the idea of betraying my relatives into his 
hands!" 

Thannar looked, at the Bpeaker, and did not attempt 
to conceal the mistrust wherewith he inspired her. He 
avoided meeting her eye, and elm said: "I beard from 
Eleazar's own lips, that you have freqnent dealings with 
Ron Gioras. But I can scarcely conceive that u son of 
Abraham could l>e guilty Of such treachery as Benjamin 
thinks he heard the Sheik Murdoch mention. Say, 
brother, were yon not mistaken? The Sheik did not say 
such a thing of lien <);u«phast" 

Benjamin looked very frightened, and said under his 
breath: "L'lease do not ask im< about, it, or he will shut 
me up again with his old father, who is possessed by flu 
evil spirit." 

"What are yon whispering alKint '." inquired Ben 
Caiaphas, coming forward. "What is the boy saying- 
about an evil spirit! You wait, my man, I will cure 
you of lying! Did you not promise me to hold your 

tongue about Bud rahMsb— '» 

"I told Thamur nothing," interrupted the terrified, 
child. 

"Acknowledge that it was all a stupid blunder!" 

"I did not promise to say that, I promised not to 
talk about it; 1 cannot tell a lie;" said tho boji begin- 
ning to sob. 

Thasmar saw how matters, stood, and came to her 
brother's help. She said she was sure tbero was a 
miHunilerelaurling, and uo further explanation waa 
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BiHfmntfi-yi then she asked about her father, and what 
DrOpWtyj la money and jewels, lio had left* 

As she expected, after a few formal sentences about 
Ihe Itabbi's sad end, Beu Caiapha* hiuoched out iuto 
Invective against the Governor, who had escaped to 
Oaesaiea, taking with hira the girl's dowry. lie then 
drew from a fold of his clonic a document investing 
him with full powci-s to administer the whole property 
lnHouging to her aud her brother, anil detached a pen 
iiikI iukhorn which he wore fastened to his leathern 
gjrdle, a« do men of busiucss in Hie But up to the 
present day. Handing- the strip of papyrus and the 
pen ready dipped to Thaiuar, he said in his most, insin- 
uating manner: "It is a mere formality. Being your 
nearest relative I am as a matter of course your legal 
guardian." 

Itut Tnaraar answered : "I should not lie the wise 
maiden that you. wish me to be vera I just for form's 
sake, to pnt "my name to a document of the contents of 
which I ftDt in a great measure ignorant. Leave it with 
me and I will read it through by daylight tomorrow. 
.Meanwhile my father has a confidential agemt in A nlioch 
with whom he will doubtless have left full instructions 
huff to aet. I have already acquainted him, some weeks 
ago, by means of trusty messengers, with what lias oc- 
curred. II the war hud not broken out in tho interval, 
he would assuredly hare been here baton now. Good- 
bye; I shall w* yon agsiiu tomorrow." 

Ben Cainphas bit his lip. He took back the docu- 
ment and replaced the writing materials in his girdle, 
Haying: "Von are indeed extraordinarily cautious. It 
is really enough to make me angry with you, but we 
will not quarrel about the matter. Tomorrow I will 
bring you an official decree, constituting mo tlu> legal 
icuanliaii of your brother aud yourself. JfaroweH, and 
do not I* over clever, remember the proverb; too sharp 
a sword cuts the scabbard." 

"I shall come again tomorrow if I can," Benjamin 
cried. "I know Hie way now." he added as he reluct- 
antly allowed Ben Caiaphas to lend him away. 



CHAPTER 25. 
The Conquest of the Citadel. 

ThenGxfc day according to 1 ho Jewish calendar was 
(lie Feast ot Wood') (Xylophoria) a festival whereon it 
•wits customary far all (be people Of Israel to hring logs 
of wood to keep up the supply of iuel for the altar of 
burnt offering. From an early hour in the morning 
thousands streamed in through the gates; the teyltefl 
and acolytes had en ough to do to store away and pile 
up the logs in i hi.- spaces on catch side of the Court of 
the Priests. 

Shortly before the morning sacrifice BlUSU appeared 
on the scene, accompanied by a band of followers, bring- 
ing 3iis contribution of wood. His eye ranged over the 
crowds of men standing in close ranks in the cloisters, 
and ronnd the Nienuor gale. On all sides a sign of 
intelligence w;i* exchanged with him. After depositing 
the wood he had brought, he joined the groups at the 
li tan nor gat«. 

At Chat juncture Menahem was seen approaching 
allirt'd iit royal garments, assuming the aln(« of a king 1 , 
Bnrroiindod by n party of his adherontn. He pompously 
advanced io take his seat in (ho place of honor resi-rved 
for the four ami twenty elders. Then Kleazar stepped 
in his way, and said : "How dnre you enter here as it 

JOT werokingol Jtmisiilcin f Gobvckj put y»ur pcas- 
ant's tunic on again, it suits you fnr better than those 
royal robes, and bring your log of wood humbly. Oilier- 
wise, by the (iod of our lathers, the sanctity of this 
plaee shall not protect yon against the reward! of your 
Insolence!" 

Menahem was defiant, and his followers attempted 
to elbow a way for him to the seat of honor. A loud 
cry arose; Elea/ar's men had brought swords hidden 
under tltcir clocks i nto the interior of the temple, where 

') Josephus, Wars of the Jews II. 17, 6. 
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it was forbidden to carry oven so much as a staff. At 
•a sign iroiu their leader the nwordn W«w drawn, and 
shouting: Death to the insolent! Klenwir and his party 
fell upou the unarmed Galileans. It was an unheard-of 
outrage. In vain the priests, who were preparing to 
offer the morning oblation, endeavored lo prevent the 
profanation of the temple; the carnage was frightful, the 
blood of the baled Galileans crimsoned I he hallowed spot. 
Thamar had taken the place in tho tribune among 
the consecrated virgins, ami was gazing at the ail tar of 
burnt sacrifice and the veil concealing Ibe Holy of holies, 
when her attention was attmel.-d by the men trying to 
force a way through the crowd; almost iuum-d lately 
after she m« the gleam of the sword*, and was appalled 
to behold a stream of blood that flowed over the white 
marble steps from the Court of Men. .She and her Com- 
panions joined in tho cry of horror that went up to 

Heaven from a thousand voices, mingling with tho 
anguished appeal lor ludp uttered by tho men who were 
so treacherously attacked. For a moment alio closed her 
eyes; when fihe looked again, she saw Bleansr his armor 
sprinkled with blood, pursuing the unfortunate Mena- 
lieiii, and furiously striking down any one who got in 
his way. Then alio retreated into the interior of the 
house, not venturing nK»in to look Into the temple 
courts, tho ma ride pavement of which was covered with 
tho bodies of the slain. Almost oil the Galileans were 
put to death. Menaliein -contrived lu make his escape; 
he fled to a place called Ophla; but that same day he 
was discovered and by Klcaaar'a command tortured and 
slaiu. 

In this outrage Bishop? Simeon recognized the 
"abomination of desolation iu the holy place" predicted 
by onr Lord, and immediately deported from Jerusalem, 
with the remainder of the Christiana who were not com- 
pelled by circumstances to remain in the doomed city. 

Eleazar now ruled in the temple without a rival. 
He forthwith took possession of the treasury, where 
more than a thousand tularin of gold were stored, ap- 
propriating this sum tor military purpOHea, A kind Ql 
syndicate, in which the party of the Zealots and the 
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Sicarii wore represented, now assumed Ihe management 
of the war, acknowledging Eleazar as chief ill command. 
Vested with this new dignity, he sought an interview 
willi Tli:uiuir in the evening of the same- day. But on 
Ins presenting; himself at the house, Pheneuna met him 
instead of Thantnr, and loaded him with reproaches. 
How could he presume, she asked |« re-enter the pre- 
ducts of the temple, which he had defiled with blood, 
blood which cried to Heaven for vengeance more loudly 
than that oi Abel. How could In? cherish the hope Hint 
with a sword thus profaned, ho eould e fleet the deliver- 
ance of the people «f (Sod out of the band of the enemy 
and defend the holy city and the temple. Saul of old 
hud »0t siuned so grievously, yet the Lord rejected him. 
Thus the old woman spoke in holy zeal, hoping lo induce 
her nephew to make atoitemeut lor his crime- 
But Eleazar wns not inclined to listen to her preach- 
ing. He interrupted her angrily, saying: "Of course I 
shall offer a sacrifice of expiation, and defray the ex- 
pense of purifying the temple. But for the matter of 
that yon know nothing about polities and warfare. Wo 
want no Galilean here either in the capacity of king or 
of genera], However I have neither time nor inclination 
to listen to your pious exhortations; I came to Bee 
Ifcihhi Sadoc's dauglik-r." 

"Thaiiuir declines to see yon. She lads me tell you. 
that she would nilher irh-bnile her nuptials with death 
th:in with one who* is guilty of assassination, and sacri- 
lege," Pheoeona replied In a decided toue. 

Kleazar turiieil pale with anger, and stamped his foot 
on the floor. ".She shall havo reason to mo that 
speech. " herricd. "We shall see whether I can tamo 
that wild cat! She shall beg my pardon on her knees; 
and when Ihe Itonian* are conquered, I will compel her 
U) marry me.'* 

"You will not do so ns long as she chooses to remain 
among the temple virgins. I shall protect her, and not 
sutler you to violate Ihe sanctity of this house." 

"Yon protect her indeed 1 We shall see how much 
your protection is worth," Eleazar scornfully retorted, 
as he Hung out of the house. 
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The next day Eleawar began lo storm the Aiitonia. 
Alter two days he took it, and pud every one o! the 
Jtoiuan garrison to death. From I hi' roof of the templo 
the virgins ooold o-btaia a view of Ihe terrible conflict, 
but in vain did Thamar's old muse invite her to become 
a spectator of her lover's exploit.*. 

Eleawir's splendid physique and liis gilt armor had 
prejudiced Sara powerfully in his favor. She did, it is 
true, O.opl0re the massacre of the <<aliU-autt, but that 
Woody deed did not hinder her [nun desiring to Bee her 

maeh- loved Thaniar the wife of thn handsomest and 
greatest main in Israel. 

"Yon must aWOBtcm yonrsell to sueh things, my 
love," alio said. "Kleazar is a man of the sword, not a 
man of peace. The Tx>rd will give* you fortitude such as 
Debbora and Judith possessed . DsivUI, the devout king, 
sheii a great deal of blood. And you will see that ere 
lone Kleazar will lw king of Israel, (tome- and we how 
he is fighting the battle of the I^oitl against these heath- 
en, the foremost of our warriors, ami shout in applause, 
as the priests and levites do who arc watching the 
battle from their own quarters." 

Thaniar only answered; Sara's euloginni by Baying: 
"I beg. Sara, that you will not go on talking to me 
about that man. I have no wish to be Queen of Israel, 
least of all W the consort of a man who makes his way to 
tlifi throne by such criminal notions." And she went on 
quietly stitching at the vestment which sho was making. 

While she thus sal at needlework, thG last conversa- 
tion she had with Helena and Drnsilla about the world- 
wide kingdom of peace recurred to her mind. What a 
different spirit pervaded that kingdom of the Mea*iah, 
as the slave d-opictcd it, to that which animated these 
Jewish Zealots who imagined themselves to be serving 
the Ciord when, in their anger and desii-e for revenge, 
they shed the blood of their adversaries and even of 
their own kindred. How petty and narrow in general 
was the spirit of Judaism, how hard it was! Only the 
children ot Abraham after the flesh were chosen, and 
all nations were to serve them! 

Thamur then remembered some passages Irom the 
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prophets, which spoke of a worship of Mm* t me <3od that 
was not lo be restrieU'd to Jerusalem, not celebrated in 
ono temple alone, hut which was to embrace the whole 
world. "Praise Hid Lord, sill ye nations, praise Him, 
nil ye people!" Ami a, clean ohliilion, no longer the 
bloody naerifice of the Mosaic law, was to Ik; offered to 
His name, "froiu the rising of the mm even to iU KOiiijg 
down,*' for "His name is great anions the Gentiies," 
according to Malachias' prediction. How exactly that 
prophesy coincided with the description Helena gave of 
the spiritual kingdom of the Messiah, and how utterly 
unlike it was to the Jewish conception of (he kingdom 
the Messiah, would establish! 

Then It occurred to Thamar Brat Helena had also 
spoken of the presentation of the Lord in the temple, 
aud of the prophesy of a venerable old man saying that 
the Messiah should lie act for the fall of many in Israel, 
and that a sword should pierce lite soul of His mother. 
Involuntarily she turned her eyes in the direction of the 
gato where the first-bom were presented io the Lord. 
Only on the preceding day she had heard the wailing of 
Hie infants, whom the priest, took in his arms, and held 
tln-in on high, looking toward the Holy of holies, while 
the parents ransomed them with the) appointed sacrifice. 

Then Iut thoughts revertod to anil dwelt 0U til*' 
Mother, whose ."ml was to lw pierced by a sword of 
sorrow. How terribly that prediction was lul tilled 

when she stood beneath the cross of Him whom Helena 

worshipped ns I he Messiah. These thoughts engrossed 
her mind more stnd mure, an the needle obeyed her deft 
fingers. The marvellous destiny of a mother, whose 
Son was at once boib (led end man, and who, crucified 
by His own nation, was to redeem the world by His 
death, took vivid shape before her mental vision. And 
almost unconsciously to herself her heart softened with 
a feeling of veneration, of tender affection towards that 
one, the most highly -favored of her sex. She remem- 
bered the picture she saw at Bethania, and within her- 
self she prayed :"<> daughter of David, whose lot was at 
once the most glorious and the most terrible, pray for 
me and for my brother that we may be brought into the 
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kingdom of thy Sou, if indeed lliut Son is in Tery truth 
(.he Messiah." 

Another Idea struck Thunijir; Helena had spoken of 
an aged woman named Anna and — yew, she was right — 
tlie mother of JesnH w:is said to liavu lieeu brought up 
among tlie virgins in the temple! Possibly some remi- 
niscences oi hor lingered anions: the elder sisters; 
Phenenna, who was very aged, would know something 
about Iter. Thamar resolved to ask lier about this at 
the very first opportunity. At any rate she would be 
acquainted with the extraordinary m-currences which 
were alleged to tare taken place in the temple at the 
time of Jesus' death. 

The opportunity for a cpiiot converwd ion with 1*1h»- 
lieuua was however not so easily found. Kveuis followed 
on.> another in Jerusalem in hi | rid tfueecssion. After Hie 
capture of tlie Anton iu, whereby Um Zealots ol>(uin<*l 
entire possession of tlio hill on which the temple stood, 
Kleazar proceeded lo storm the Xyst. the old Asmoiiean 
castle aud Ayrippa's palace, al I of these being pin udered 
and burnt down. The next step was to set fire to the 
public treasury, when the archives were deposited and 
the bonds of creditors were registered; this gave great 
delight to Ben Caiaphns, and many others, who thus 
saw themselves freed SrOin the Obligation to pay their 
debts. Berenice's palace was then pillaged and burnt, 
as well as the residences of (lie principal members of 
the Council who were suspected of lioniau proclivities, 
that is, were desirous to keep at peace with I-Eonic. The 
Berodiiin troops, defeated on all hides, tletl out of the 
city, aud many citizens of power aud influence went 
with them. Others look refuse in the Upper Palace, fo 
their ultimate destruction, us this was the next building 
attacked by Eleazar. 

On the day when the lind assault was made, Benja- 
min, snrreptiously paid a visit lo his sister in the temple. 
"I cannot stay long," he said lo her, "Because if Ben 
Caiaphas found out f had come here, he would shut mo 
up of a certainty willi his father, who is. pOBBOSMu. I 
can tell you, 1 have no mind to spend the uight in his 
company." 
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Then the child told his sister what ilie maniac had 
Bald about Jesus of Nazareth awl Him coming again in 
the clouds of heaven. "Ho was High-Tricst at the 
time, and he hail lliin crucified; now ho fancies that 
the man he crucified rosy again from the dead, though 
■wo know better, our father told ua that wjib untrue. 
What do yon say to that, Thamar* The wretched old 
man's eyes glow like red-hot embeKfl. when he talks 
about the Naxarite whom he says was innocent, ami de- 
clares that he himself will be damned in hell forever. 
It in horrible to see and hear him! " 

Thamar replied that it was a dreadful thiug to have 
the life of ;in innocent msm on one's conscience, and 
that it was quit* possible that their father might have 
been mistaken, as to the guilt of Jesus of Nazareth. She 
said they must both pray that the troth might he 
revealed to thorn. She then asked him how he liked 
being in CaJaphas' house. 

"Better than I did at first," Benjamin answered. 
"Since the house was burnt down in which the debtors' 
bonds were kept, and Eleazar hud gained such grand 
victories, IJcu< s ; : .■.-; - be«!u in ;i i , ■ ■ i f - ■ i ■ temper, and 
has not. beaten me, us hu did the other day, when I 
would not say what he wanted ine to do. But I cannot 
tell a He! Then there is Nathaniel, Klenzar's youugcr 

brother, who is ft capital fellow j I play with Mm, and 

praotioa with the filing. I can sliiisj stones now nearly as 
well as David tliil when h« was a boy. Tomorrow we 
are going, Nathaniel and I, with Klenzar to the palace 
which is to be attacked, to sling stones at the Romans it 
they show themselves on the walls." 

Thamar wanted! to lot-bid him, but he declared that 
she knew nothing about it; elie was only a girl and he 
was a boy, and matt fight in Israel's defence. "I have 
a great bag full of smooth stones," he continued. "I 
shall let fly at the Romans' heads at* David did at G-oli- 
ah's. Only I shall not touch the handsome Centurion 
who came to our assistance on his white horse. I knew 
him again directly when I saw him at the gate, so did 
Eleazar, for he threatened to take bis life. Put I mean 
to speak to Eleazar, and ask hiui to do him no harm." 
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In this resolve Tbamar cneournged her brother, and 
they parted. She went to her ehamJttr with a heavy 
heart, for she was alarmed lo hear that Lucius Flams 
was Still ia Jerusalem, and she prayed that her generous 
rescuer might l>e spared the fate which seemed inev i table. 

Oil the following day Kleazar nrtually attacked the 
palace, and assaulted the walls in four different places. 
The Jews in their blind fury attempted *o Male them, 
but the Konian soldiers shot darts ut ilicm, and drove 
them back wounded. The Jews lacked proper insi.ra- 
menlfl for the ftiftge, consequently they hud to resort to 
the slow and toilsome process of digging a mine from a 
great distance to undermine the walls and thus, cause 
ibcmtofall. Before the use of explosives was known, 
the plan of undermining Wafl the ordinary means am- 
ployed; a trench was flue below the foundations, wbieb 
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■re propped up with fitrong ls-uins, (he curl h that wa 
moved being replaced by combust Iblen, which wheu 
ignited set fire to the beams, ami the supports giving 
way, the masonry fell suddenly, In this manner the 
massive fortifications nml towers were overthrown, after 
having defied the blown or battering nuns. 

Metilius, to whom Florae had given the command of 
the forces, said with a smile to Lysins and Lucius, after 
the first assailants hud been driven back: "'They will 
not hazard a second attempt. I reckon they have lost 
a thousand men," He had released from confinement 
the two officers to wboin he spoke, immediately alter the 

Governor's departure. 

"They fought very bravely, almost with foolhanli- 
neas," Lucius replied. "I QXpeet the TO with the Jftws 
will involve more bloodshed than Floras imagines." 

"First of all they must provide themselves with 
engines for (be siege if they attempt to storm us again, 
or they will drive a mine," Lysias remarked. 

"1 wish them joy of it!" Metilius exclaimed. "Long 
before they can bring a pent-house up to the walls., or dig 
their mine half way, Flonw will have returned with 
succour." 

"If he were in danger, the legloflfl would he already 
at the gates. But I greatly fear he will leave us iu the 
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lurch. IT*? lighted the fire here and himself fled to a 
safe diRtonce," Lysios. Raid. 

"If that were really the cabc, thoro would be no 
alternative for us but to surrender," Metilins ssiitl with 
alarm depicted on Ins countenance. 

' • We surrender — Konians surrender to Jew s ! Sever! " 
Lucius, exclaimed. "-Romans die nl. llierir post. 1 do 
hdI. count upon relief from Klortis, but Cestias Gnllnft 
will not leave uh without siuruui. it may he some 
nm*ks before he can assemble a sufficient body of troops. 
But whether lit 00 men op no, we will remain every man 
at his post like the valiau t garrison of Anlonia." 

"The watchmen on the highest watchtower of 1'hasue- 
lus looked in vain day after day and week nfter week 
towards the heights of Scopus to the north, where rein- 
forcements from Caesium or Autioch would first come 
into si ji. i. Meanwhile the Jews carried on their exea- 
vutious, the subterranean nailery readied afl far as tho 
walls. They were heard at tills work, and the tribune, 
who was well versed in military matters, was able to 
indicate with precision the part of the wall that was 
undermined. "We have yet time," he said, "to build 
up another wall within, and thus close the breach lie fore 
it la made. ISefore they have undermined that, Gallua 

will have mine, up lo our relief with his army," 

Tin* soldiers all net cheerfully t-» work and under 
Lyuias' direction mini her wall, several feet in width, was 

coiiKli ucled within Ibn oilier. The Jews who had taken 

refuge in the stronghold helped vigorously in the work, 
for they felt little doubt that if they fell into Eleazar's 
hands, no quarter would l>e given them. Even Ananias 
the High-Priest, and Kzechias, his predecessor in the 
sacerdotal olliee, carried stones in the sweat of their 
brow, and repeatedly Inquired whether the watch- 
men on tho battlements of the Phasael did not yet des- 
cry suwour ou its way. But in vain was their anxious 
gaze fixed ou Mount Scopus. 

Thei new wall at which the besieged worked day and 
nip-lit, had already readied the height of more than 
thirty feet, when I lie other fell suddenly, nooiier than was 
expected, with a tremendous noise, burying a uutuber 
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of soldiers und-sr its ruins. Before the elond of dust 
that MOW wna dispersed, Klwazur with a company of 
picked men ap;pearcd in the breach, laicins Klavus 
with a division of tlie cohorts Htoort on the newly erected 
barrier. They had still been busily at work on it when 
the crash caused by the fall of the other startled theiu. 
Recovering themselves in a moment, they hastily took 
Dp their arms, which lay beside t linn in readiness, and 
received Kl«tus»r'& timrge with » shower of atones and 
darts. The latler, to their Intense mortification, were 
compelled to beat n hasty retreat. KtatKir rei-ngni/ed 
the Onturiou 11a the one who bad thus turned the 
hoped-for victory into a defeat, and his hutrod towards 
bis rival knew no ImhiimIs. 

However the destruction of the wall greatly discour- 
age*] Uio troops, who lH'lieved that Florus hail betrayed 
them and abandoned them to (heir fate. If the first 
wall, they argued, with its deep, firm foundations was 
tlms easily overthrown, what protection would the kcc- 

ond afford, erected 88 if was in haste, almost without 
foundations T Moreover the soldiers perceived Unit 
Metilius their coiuuiander wavered, and thoy called on 
him to make terms with the Jews for an honorable retreat. 
In vain Claudius Lysiai and LneiuH Flams endeavored 
to dissnade bins from this Btep ; in vain tho High-Priest 
and his companions tagged that they might not be 
delivered up to the fury of their fellow-countrymen, 
Metillus, ft riding he could no longer hold out, agreed to 
Surrender, on condition that bis men should] lay down 
their arms and march out imlmrt. Three of tho Jewish 
com umiidei'8 accepted these terms; but no sooner had 
She Komans laid down their swords and shields, and 
were drawn up in ranks oh the square before the eitiulel, 
than tho perfidious Jews encompassed them, fell upon 
them, and began to cut them down without mercy. 1 ) 

A cry of horror and) indignation rose from th« lips of 
the men who were treated with such shameless treachery. 
"Ymt swore by the gods to spare our lives," MetUius 
shouted. 



') Joseplius loc. cit. II. 17, 10. 
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"By your fiodsl" the Jews retorted. "Snch an .oath 
is nolMi-K to us. We hii« sworn by our <.od that not 
o*.e of you .hall escape alive, tt>h»B l.e counts to 
embrace our creed and be <™»™Sl*i«ii The eodfl 

31,tiliua tell on his kuee* ami enlreatedfor mere), 
""""i U a auitertU Asiatic ttftbM J-J ^P^ 

K JSeT ' KU.l to the tribune. "Theu you doub y 
a^rvi deal - Away Witt you, unletui you consent .to 
SbjSTto^ea which is more odions to me than that 

°' ft Sifts*, «• ** «- who dicd for my ■**•" 

and counsellor fall Mftta tottaj « »uml. He was t-ben 
touduiitcd iu fetters to Caiapnaa house. 



CHAPTER 26. 
Thamar's Heroic Courage. 

In the evening of the same day Klenzar repaired to 
the dwelling of the Temple virgins ami asked for an 
interview with Thainar. Pliencmiu came in her place, 
and said that the Kabhi's daughter again declined in -(<■ 
him. The old woman wished liesides to expostulate 
with her kinsman on amount of Iiih exeernble barbarity. 
"I am told that yon not only put nil the Romans, but 
also the High-Priests and mental* of the Council to 
d<oath," she said. 

"And quite right loo that our people in their ?eal 
lor the Lord should fall upon them ami stone them!" 
Klenzar rejoined. "What business hud they to ally 
themselves wilh the enemies of His unmet There are 
slill some oi their confederates in the city, they too 
must l>o put lo death. Kor until wo are all of one wind, 
we shall never defeat the Romans who are now advanc- 
ing against ns. But T did not come here to dispute with 
you about matters which yon cannot understand. Send 
this strip of papyrus toSadoc's daughter. If Bhe still 
refuses to speak to me, she will know what to expect." 

On the papyrus these words were inscribed: "Rlea- 
zar lo the beautiful Thamar, whom he ehose for his 
bride. Know, O thon rose of Autioch, that I intend to 
gather thee, although Ihy thorns may prick me, for thy 
fragrance is sweet in my nostrils, and thy form is fair 
to my eyes. The Reman who stretched out his hand 
to pluck thee, is in my power; I have him in my house 
nnder safe custody. And by the God of my fathers! 
he shall die in torture, such as AnUoehua inflicted on 
the Machaboes, if thou wilt not recognize me as thy 
alTmiieed husband, me, whom thou art pleased to term 
a murderer and sacrilegious, hut who am in reality 
Israel's victorious champion. The choice is left to th.ee; 
I await thy decision." 

(287) 
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Deadly terror seized upon Thamar when she read 
these lines. Slie hastened down t» the lodge, to endeavor 
by her prayers and tears to move Eleazar to pity. The 
stern man listened to lier entreaties and gloated over the 
grief oE the unhappy girl. That was the first instalment 
of Hie debt she owed hiui for the hitter words slie had 
flung iu his teeth. And (ho more plainly ho read in her 
eyes the anxiety she felt lest the Ko man should be put 
to death, the more fiercely did I he fire of jealousy eon- 
Mime his heart. "She would not have wasted many 
words for me," he ssiiil to himself. 

Thaniar went, so far as to ask Elcazur's forgiveness 
on lier knees: "I ppoke in a moment of excitement, and 
di«l not sullkiently coiiBitler my -words," she said. "I 
believe lbs it yon are convinced that all you do is for 
Israel's weal and lawful and allowed, although I cannot 
see it. At any rate, have mercy on me and spare thin 
waii'ft life for my sake, he was so good to my father 
and me." 

'•I am to spare his life that you may marry htm," 
Elcazar answered scornfully. 

"I swear that 1 will never espouse a heathen!" 

"Very likely he will let himself be circumcised, like 
that coward Metilins, for love of your fair face, although 
lie i>rolmled that he would rather dio timii profess oar 
creed." 

"Even if he lieeaine one of ourselves for my sake, 1 
swear that I would never give him my hand." 

''Yet yon will not In- my bride !" 

"lie generous! This is not the way to woo a maiden! 
Remember at Masnda bow generously you beliaved. Yon 
then said you would never compel mw (o enter your 
father's house as you r betrothed , if he had instigated 
my father's death. You know now that unhappily that 
is only too true. You see then, when I perceived, or 
thought that J perceived you to he magnanimous, I 
began to think that I eonld love you, and in accordance 
with the requirements of the law I might beeome your 
wife. And if I see that you COBQOer your passion, I 
may perhaps eventually be united to yon. Otherwise I 
would rather die, <iod knows, that 1 would!" 
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"Do- yon imagine that you ran make me your slave 
by such, a 'perhaps'! Do you suppose I do not see tlio 
•way of escape that you reserve for yourself. Magnaui- 
snous or not, you shall have me for your spouse! I give 
you till tomorrow morning lo make up your mind, then 
you must answer yen or no, without KfB&ad bats. And 
your "no" will mean death to the Eomoa." 

With these words Kleaznr departed, 'rhnmstr stag- 
gered book to her Chamber with a sorrowful heart. '-Ho 
will be as good as his word; bloodthirsty tyrant that he 
is, he will certainly kill him, if I do r»>i MOfipl him for 
my husband. Can I, ought f lo make snoa a sacrifice 
for the bake of a stranger t It -would OQftt me tan lo lay 
down my life. O holy Virgin, who didst once Inhabit 
this honse, look in pity on theunguiKhof my soul, and 
suggest, lo me some means win why I run save Hie Ko- 
mu from a cruel death, and myself escape the horrible 

alternative of becoming the s|hhiso of Huh hard hearted, 
harlxirons man." Thus Thainar prayed ill Iter inmost 
heart. Daring the days of the siege she had often prayed 
for LncJus, and new the fact that he had not shored "the 
fate of hi? comrade!* Seemed at least iu part an answer to 
her prayers. She mnst find mime way of rescuing him. 
But though she thought and thought, no feasible plan 
suggested itself to her mind. 

Presently Sara came in and asked ifshewonld like lo 
see the burning of the royal palace from the roof o! the 
temple. For after the splendid edifice had been looted 
by the populace, it had been set on lire on all four sides, 
and the flames were then flaring up to the heavens. In 
order to please the old woman Thiuuar went up with her 
to the rOOl and gazed awhile at the magnificent thongh 
fearJul spectacle, The flames poured out of the windows 
and united iu one vast volume' of fire, scattering sparks 
Bfl it went up on high. All over the city the crackling 
of the flames could be heard, and the crash of the falling 
timbers. In the rear of the burning palace the towers 
ofHippicus, Phasacl and Mariamne stood out like fiery 
giants, the whole city and the dark vault of heaven 
seemed enveloped tn the red glow, and the golden pin- 
nacles of the (ample reflected the light as if the devour- 
ing element law! even reached their lofty Leigiit. 
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"Look bow all the women have come out on the 
roof! All Jerusalem is looking on nt this huge confla- 
gration," Sara remarked. 

At that moment an idea struck Tharnar: it it -were 
poKsible at any time (-o attempt the rescue of the Centu- 
rion, now would bo the time when everyone's attention 
was directed to the tire. She laid her hand ou her 
nurse's arm, and led her, all unwillingly, back to her 
chaw Iter. 

"We ought to have stayed a little longer," the woman 
expostulated, "at any rata till the roof fell in; tkeu the 
.sparks would have flown as high again." 

"That is quite true. You shall see it from a nearer 
spot. Quick, fetch me a dark mantle, and come with 
me to Caiaphus' house, you will see it all better there." 

"Nowl Go there in tlie middle oi the night T What 
are you thinking off Phenenua would turn us both out 
of the house if she heard of such an escapade, though 
you are such a, favorite of her*. You know how strictly 
the temple virgins are forbidden to leave Ibe house." 

"She shall never know it, Sara. She went to her 
room king ago, and the others are all on the roof. Be 
kind and fetch rue a mantle!" 

What WW there that the good nOrtO would not let 
Thamar persudfl her to dot If her darling had insisted 
Upon it, she would have Followed her into the burning 
pftlaoe. Off she went therefore, thmigh not without a 
sigh, to fetch the desired cloak. Tharnar did not feel 
quitO a* confident concerning liar rash undertaking aa 
she gave herself out to he. If Phenenun alone discovered 
it, she hoped lo lrc able to justify herself, hut if others 
becama aware of no gross a violation of the rules of the 
house, she would hare to submit to a severe punishment 
and perhaps l»o expelled ignomiiiiously. In that case 
whither couhl she turn her steps? 

On the other hand it was a question of at least 
attempting to save a fellow-creature's life, and that the 
life of a man she dearly loved. Kever had she felt so 
drawn towards him as now that he was in such immi- 
nent peril. "If I am the means of rowning liim, it will 
not be for myself," she said. "He must return to his 
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own country* to bis sister, who, he once told me, resem- 
bles me. Kever again s-tiull I see his kind face, but it 
will be a consolation i. ■ me to think that I saved him 
from that brute. I will make Hie attempt, even it it 
should cost me lay life." 

ISenjumin hart dcscril>ed Caiaphus' house and especi- 
ally the prison where he bad been shut up with the 
demeutert old man so elaborately to Thaniur, that she 
had formed a very accurate idea of it. Iln had also told 
her of the way of ingress through the half iiiiiud wing 
Of the building. She hoped to Hud hi m. if she could 
only get through the gat* and across the courtyard with- 
out being observed. But that seemed an impossibility; 
besides how could the prisoner be conducted out or III" 
court without attracting' attention t And wherein Ihti 

town could ho bo concealed T 

A man would never in the face of so many obstacles, 
have veutnred to make the attempt, which only a 
scries of the most fortunate coincidences could render 
successful. Hnt a woman's heart is more daring-. Some- 
how Thiimar felt she must sueceert ; she had prayed 
earnestly, and nurely God would ciomc to her aid in 
someway. So hoping against hope, she wrapped her- 
self in the cloak which Karat brought, and said : "JTow 
come, show mo the way through the rooms where the 
priests' vestments arc washed, there is a little door there 
throngh which wo can get into the place where the wood 
is stacked, and thence, 1 hope, into the open air." 

A few minutes later the two figures closely muffled 
might bo seen gliding in the shade ot the temple wall 
and over the outer court to ward s the bridge which led 
into the city. A sentry way posted there, and the two 
women had almost turned back* "Women out at Huh 
time!" tfae man Hid, "I thought the gate of the temple 
was closed long ago. Bnt it is. a good thing that some 
of you should be diligent in prayer for Israel's salvation. 
Bad times are noar at hand. Look up there at the sign 
which the Lord has set in the heavens." 

They looked in the direction indicated, and over the 
Mount of Olives they beheld a comet resembling in 
form a flaming sword. Sara shrieked with alarm. 
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"I lure only just seen it, and points! it oat to the 
Captain who came round to relieve guard," the pantry 
Haiti. "lie thought it was a good on len, predicting the 
downhill of the Roman power. I hope be may prove 
right. (Jo in peace ami perform your orisons!" 

Iii the wart the flames of the burning? palace cast a 

In riil glare over the city, in the eastern sky the ominous 
portent shone brightly. Tliamar liurricd onward, intent 
on the execution of her more than hazardous project- 

Until then she had kept her OompAOion in igiiorance 
of the real aim of their nocturnal expedition. Now she 
informed her that they would presently get a nearer 
view of the conflagration, hut that first she must go to 
Caiaphas' house, »s she luul something urgent to com- 
municate to her brother. She could not stop, she said, 
to explain everything then; later on Sara should know 
all, and she would undoubtedly approve what was to bo 
done. As she had frequently been sent to Caiaphas' 
house witli messages to Benjamin, so she must know 
too way, and besides bo no strauper to (he porter, 
Somewhat sullenly Sara complied with this apparently 
uiiiiiToiintahlc freak on the part of her usually prudent 
mistress, ami they passed without misadventure through 
the narrow streets — still full of people notwithstanding 
the lateness of the hour — nud reached the house of 
Caiaphas. 

On the siMi:iri' in front there was a continual coming 
and going. Bonne Ol the people stood in groups, talking 
of I ho conflagration that lit up the streets with a ruddy 
glow, or of l.ho comet, at which more and more persons 
were staring in vague alarm. At this juncture afresh 
party came down from the Upper Market, crying! 
"Have you henrd the news? It is. said that CestitiB Cal- 
lus is advancing on the city with an immense armyt" 

"Oh, nothing so very wonderful, 1 * another man 
answered, "Some twenty or thirty thousand men, not 
more. We can oppose them with twice the number, nnd 
Eleazar our geuenkl will annihilate them at one stroke.'' 

''That will be » rather difficult task." another citizen 
Raid. "The Roman warriors are of a different mottle to 
onr neighbors the Samaritans. But look, here comes 
our valiant, to rwmuider," 
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"All hail Eleazar! All lntil, 11m champion of our 
nation!" the people cried. as they made way lor their 
le:ulcr, who now rode out of tin* puVwuy <i( his house, 
urxwnipnuied by a few men on iHirsrlwiek. 

Tliaitmr, who caught these words just as she was 
crossing the square, had lmrely ttmo to flip aside into 
the dark shadow projected l>y the wall. Bbwdlng there, 
she heard Eleazar exhort the towns-MOpfo (o keep a 
good heart aad under the direction of their ofhVers prac- 
tise theramelves in military exercises assiduously during 
(he next Tew days. He wan going in |cei'son lo recon- 
noitre, and would return in yood lime l*» lead them to 
hiiHle and victory. "God in wiih u%" be exclaimed. 
"He delivered the citadel into our hands at the right 
moment, and even now He shows iin His sword in the 
heavens threatening the Uomans wilh swift destruction." 
Then amid shouts of applause, lie galloped oil down 
the street. 

Thaniar hesitated for a moment as to what course 
she should pursue. For the- present (here was nothing 
to be feared for the Centurion. On the other hand she 
must make use of the time before Eleazar's return, and 
that night, when there was so much commotion in the 
city, Bcemcd favorable for her projecl. Looking up, she 
saw standing at the gate, the doors of which were being 
closed, a boy, looking after Eleazar as he rode away. 
His back was towards her, and taking him for 
Benjamin, she hastened Tip to him, and addresned him 
Be her brother. The boy turned and looked at her with 

surprise, asking who- she wast and Tlianmr, in some 

contusion, drew back with an apology, lint the Imy 
said in a pleasant manner, "Why, you must sorely be 
Benjamin's sister about whom lie has told me so much! 
Yon have been out to the fire? I wanted to go with 
Benjamin to the citadel, hut Eleazar and my father 
would not hear of it." 

His father! Thaniar had forgotten all about Ben 
Oaiaphas. How eonld she venture to in trade into that 
man's house t And now that this lad hail recognized 
her she would be charged with liavtng helped the Cen- 
turion to escape, if he really did escape. If she could 
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hare jrol back to the temple without Itfing recognized, 
no suspieion would have rested on bar. Never mind! 
'I'lie iiHiM> fait that she had been seen at mght at a con- 
siderable distance from the temple, would £et her into 
Sufficient; trouble. She could not now go back, she 
must go on. 

Then thoughts passed swiftly thronj;li her mind, 
and in a kind of desperation uh« asked the boj whether 
his lather were at hornet 

" Yes, certainly. Shall I call him or shall I conduct 
you to him!" 

"Neither, good Nathaniel, I do not want to see him, 
bnt my brother. And I should be very glad if yon 
OOOld manage not to let your father know of my coming. 
You aee, 1 had a little difference once with your father, 
and—" 

"I know," Nathaniel answered, for lie entertntned 
little respect for hia father, "I know. Father quarrels 
with almost every oue. He si. .ill nut know yon are 
here. Come into the old Council chamber, I will send 
Benjamin to yon, and keep watch Outside, lest he should 
disturb you. Benjamin is a capital hand at hiding, and 
if 1 whistle, he will put you somewhere where Father 
will never find you. 1 ' 

Tliamaniiadea sign to Ssiro to wait in Hie shadow 
of the wall, and with n bating heart passed under the 
gateway. Thchpucioiiu courtyard was completely illu- 
iniiiiitcil by llic lire. Tlie buy therefore guided her care- 
fully, keeping alongside of* the wall, to the Court of 
Justice, awl bade bar sit down on the broken pillar, 
till her brother t-aine. 

So far, so good. Thamar's courage rone; her pray- 
ers had not men in vain, and she renewed her supplica- 
tions with fresh confidence. 

Presently Benjamin made hie appearance, In a few 
words she told him what she wanted him to do. But 
Hhe found to- her distress, that the child had not the 
conrage to go down alone at night to the subterranean 
vault*. The terror he had experipneed when shut tip 
with the maniac was too fresh in his memory. "I have 
always been told that evil spirits have more power at 
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night than by day. The possessed old man -would tear 
me to pieces. When I was out on the roof looking at 
the fire 1 heard him howling worse than ever," Benja- 
min said. 

' 'But the kind Centurion, who rescued Father and me 
out of the robber's hands will not be imprisoned Witt 
■ lie inaniac!" 

"Yes he will. There is no Other dungeon down there 
that can be locked." 

' 'Then I will come with yon. Show mo Die way." 

"But we have no light. In the daytime I could 
hardly venture to go down the steps that take down to 
the vaults, they are falling to pteoefl." 

"We can manage it, it must Iki managed somehow t 
The fin) makes every place an bright ils day ; if I hero is 
any light in the daytime ne can find our way now." 

"Well come then, lint I tell you, I am not going 
into the dungeon where that devil is. Yon inusl do that." 

"I thought you were a bravo boy, Benjamin." 

"X am bravo, but not when oue comes to. evil spirits t 
If I wero a coward, 1 should not have come here now, 
for Ben Cainplirm will heat the life out ot me, if be finds 
I have played him a trick, or perhaps shut me np with 
the madman. Come on then." 

Benjamin led biB sieter behind the tribune, now half 
delapidated, on which the jndgo had been seated when 
he pronounced sentence on Jesus. It was pitch dark. 
Holding Thamar's hand, the boy groped his way round 
the coiner, to Where the flight of steps began. "Take 
care," he said. "I have found the first utep. Wo had 
beat go down backwards, on hands and knees." 

"This will never do," Thamar said. She began to 
feel uneasy in this strange place, In complete darkness. 
•'Would it not I* better for yon to run bock to the 
house and fetch an oil lamp f ' ' 

"Just now you said: We must go and we will go; 
now it is for me to say it. 1 could not possibly letch a 
lamp, we should bo found out directly. I must creep 
down first and pnt your feet on the steps. So. There 
are two steps gone here in the middle. Now — oh dear! 
J nearly fell down! You must put your foot further, how 
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awkward girls are 1 There now! (At this moment they 
both slipped down several steps.) Have you Iiart your- 
self much ! I have hurt my shoulder, yon fell on it." 

Thaniar tried to get up, saying: "I think I have 
sprained my left wrist. But that Uocb not matter; have 
we g;ot to the bottom f" 

"Yea wo have. Do jnst hear how the maniac Is 
raving! I really think onr wisest plan would ho to clam- 
ber up again. I never heard him raving so violently." 

Thaniar trembled like an aspen leaf, lint she palled 
lierftoH together and said: "Courage, lienJfUuinl The 
holy Angela will protect us." She then walked on 
boldly to the end of a long vault*'*! passage, her brother 
following reluctantly. A few small apertures in the roof 
admitted here and there a faint ray of light ; besides her 
eyes were growing somewhat accustomed to the dark- 
ness. Thus they reached the door of the dungeon, and 
knocked at it. 

Since he was taken prisoner Lucius Flavus had had 
a bad time. Eleazar had told him frankly that fl terrible 
death was hi store for him, because he had dared lo 
make love to a daughter of Israel whom he himself, 
the leader and rutiire ruler of his people, had chosen 
for his bride. The 1 Join an was too proud either to deny 
or ask pardon for hi- admiral ion for Thiimar, On the 
contrary, he told Enaaxartohfa face that he pitted the 
pirl, if the whs destined to be the spouse of a Jew who 
had been guilty of such an egregious breaeh of faith. At 
this Eleazar was within an ace of running him through 
with his sword, bathe restrained his anger for the sake 
of taking more vengeance. 

"You made arrangements for placing the property of 
the Rabbi Hadoe at Antioch under the trusteeship of the 
Konian authorities. You must Immediately sign this 
letter to the Legate asking him to reverse that order." 
Thus he rudely bade the Centurion, not knowing that 
it was Berenice, not Lucius, who b:id caused that step 
lo be taken. Lucius did not undeceive Eleazar; ho 
allowed him to think it was his doing, and answered 
scornfully that he was only too glad to think that the 
maiden's fortune was secured from the greed of her un- 
worthy suitor. 
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Upon that Eleazar had his hands fastened behind his 
liack, and ordered him to be thrust iulo die eel] where 
Caiaphaa TH incarcerated, Baflng: "I'-rlmpH by tomor- 
row you will come to a batter iniml. Otherwise I swear 

you shall taste such tortorofl that yon fflU beg (o he 

killed outright as a favor." 

In fact the hours spent in the m&niae'e company were 

awful, especially when night closed in, ami Use glare 
of the flames hard by was refloated on the wallfl of the 
dungeon. "Now the Nazarite is coming to judgment In 
the clouds Of heaven! He has already opeuc I (ho mouth 
of hell, sco how its flames redden the ftkyl I Khali lm 
cast, into the red-hot furnace. Here come the devils lo 
fetch me, they are already at the door." In Ihis way 
the old man went on raving, till I-ucius really thought 
he would lose his rcasou loo, if lift wore exposed lo llihj 
all night long. 

The nob* Caiaphns said he heard at the door was 
JiOt imaginary, us Lucius soon perceived. The l»olUs 
were shaken, and a woman's voice, a voice lie instantly 
recognised, whispered: "Courage, CcuUrivu, beep OP 
your heurt; with the help of Got! we will set you free." 

"In this the Kabbi's daughter!" Lueius cried. 

"Yes, I am here. Hut for heaven's Bake, Benjamin, 
the bolts will not draw hack !" 

"Giexi must have locked tliein with the key which 
hangs behind! the door in his Chamber. I shall have to go 
and fetch it," Benjamin answered dolefully. "Shall you 
mind waiting here alone at the door ! I must go up the 
steps into the house, and yon cannot no there with me." 

"I will wait here. You ran, and God grant you 
may tind the keys!" 

The boy went on this errtnd. Meanwhile I.ueina 
had eome close up lo the door, and hy throwing himself 
against it with all his force, endeavored to break it .open. 
But the hinges were too strong, his efforts were fruitless. 
Then hewiid; "I am sorely "haid, O daughter olSadoc, 
that your generous exertions, will bring you into an evil 
ease, and of a truth, my life would bo purchased loo 
dearly at the cost of your good name or your happiness. 
Leave me to iuy fate. What yon have already Uone haq 
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not been do no in vain; yon can at leant have the satis- 
faction of Haying to yourself: "I have given a man 
doomed to death the sweetest consolation he conld have. 
And if you will allow me, I woald faiu give yon two 
pieces of advice-: Choose to die as a noble Roman, lady 
should die rather than many that man Ktenznr. By all 
the gods it is not jealousy that prompts me to beg this 
of you, though 1 love you with my whole BOO], it is my 
anxiety for your welfare. Wilt you promise me this!" 
"I promise never to become) his wife of my own free 
will. But I cannot I dare not take my own lire, that fs 
contrary to the law of our God. What is your second 
request t" 

"I want yon to send my farewell greeting to my 
mother and sister. The epistle will reach them if it is 
addressed: To the noble matron Lucina, in. the Apphin 
Way, Koine. Tell them, I thought of tliem with affee^ 
tioo in my last hours. Only say in a general way that 
I died the death of a brave soldier, they must not know 
in what a miserable way I ended my days, they would 
never get over it. Tell them that I look forward to 
nieel ing them a$»ain in a. better life — no, do not Say any- 
thing about that, Woald that one conld know some- 
thing for certain! Hi would be the ^iratest solace in the 
hour of death. What, do you lliiuk abont it 1 The Jews 

believe in a future life, if I am nob mistaken. If so, I 

Cannot understand how u man can commit sueli a crime. 
n* this unhappy creatine in here, not to speak oC bis 
sou and ^nuiilson!" 

"O Lucius, I Is'liove in the resurrection of the dead 
and a life everlasting! J believe that Jenus of Na/Jireth 
rose again, and opened to us the door of heaven which 
was closed again*! us by our sin. As soon as f can I 
mean to be baptised. Would that you too could Is'Iievn 
and nt least desire baptism, if you have no opportunity 
of receiving it, it would be yonr eternal salvation!" 

"Just like Lysias, who died this very day with the 
profession o! that failh upon bis lips. Never shall X 
forget the happy expression of his countenance as he 
fell beneath the stroke," Lucius ninnnnred to himself. 
Then raising his voice he urged Tlianiar not to expose 
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herself any longer to danger; lint she answered that 
she must at any rat© wait until her little brother return- 
ed, and again she tried to pursmidn him to renounce the 
tenets of p:igaulsm and cml>ru<*e the christian faith. 

Presently Benjamin came buck, with all tlio 8i>ccd 
possible, considering the darkness. "1 have gat it,'* he 
pftntttl) being quite ont of breath. "Only Wfi muse bo 
quick. Giezi is coming after me. I knocked the lamp 
out of his baud, so that he had to go hark tn fetch 

another, otherwise be would have overtaken me by this 

time. Where in the key-hole 1 Here it is. Dear, dear, 
I cannot turn the key. You try, Thamar." 

Thamar exerted all her strength, hut she eon Id not 
turn the lock. "Try taming it to the. left!" LucJua 
cried, in the iutensest anxiety ; he knew every moment 
was precious, that ever" moment increased the jeopardy 
not only for himself Hut lor those who ran so great a 
risk for his sake. At last the heavy bolls sprang luu-k, 
the iron bars dropped, and Thamar entered the dungeon. 

While Bhe had lieen struggling with the look, her 
mantle had slipped from her shoulders, and in the dim 
reflection of the lij*ht which tlie flames cast on the wall 
of the dark prison she bore the appearance of an angel. 
Caiaphas fell on his knees., crying ont: "This is the mes- 
senger the Nnaarite has sent! This is one of the spirits 
that stand around Hia throne on the clouds of Heaven! 
I Khali he dragged Ixtfore His judgment-neat jtnd con- 
demned to everlasting; pei-dilion. Woe betide me!" 

"Hepent of your ftin, unhappy num. nnd Je&OB, "who 
died for the transgressionR of man kind will forgive you, " 
said Thamar, as with eager hands she untied tlie OOtOfl 
wherewith LnolUS* arms were hound. 

Hot the name of Jesus excited Cniaphas afresh, and 
ngiiin lie began to shriek; "Crucify Hliu! His i.dood be 
on usl" 

"Come away. I cannot bear to hear it!" eried Urnja- 
raiii, putting both hands to his ears- "Do coine, Oiezi 
will be hen? in a minute." 

All three hurried through the gloomy passage and 
scrambled as best they could up the ruined flight of 
■tepe. When they reached the top, they bolted the 
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traawloor, for they heard Gleai below shouting and 
mute* Benjamin said he must have gone roqnd bv 
a longer way through the other house. 

"Thai will give u time to escape. Cent nrion. mm 

this cloak rounU yon that yoa may not be instantly 
recognized as a Rowan," Thamur said. 

"Whither am I to- got T know not a soul in (lie 
whole town, now (bat my comrades are alain and Bare- 
Due has gone away!" 

"Come with me," Benjamin Cried. "1 know a house 
close by where there are very kind people. I must Oft 
out or the way as well as you, for it Eleaxar caught me 
he would heat we to death. You nnsC come too, 
luamar, the porter will certainly not let you out." 

mere was no time for deliberation. Lucius and 

riiamar followed the hoy, wlio led them round the ruined 

wmg, t« n place whore n. few steps enabled them to 

reach the top of (he wall that enclosed the courtyard. 

Prom thence Benjamin pointed out to them the House 

of Mary, winch on that side was only separated by the 

length of two or three gardens from Oaiapnaa' residence. 

Nathaniel and I have often been there," be explained 

'1 know Paulinas, who lives them, he gave us figs and 

SnOW«d n» his doves. We muHt jump down here. It 

is not very &igh, and the earth is Port. Gome on." 

Tliervii|K>n i | ( e boy let himself drop on the. other nlde 
of ii... wall. Thauiar hesihU.il. "I cannot jump so far, 
f think I would ralla-r try to slip through the gate," 

she said to LacJna. b ' 

"You cannot do that Hear what a noise thev are 
making ill tin. courtyard. We must venture. Give me 
your band, we w . 1 1 Ik.Ui jump at once." 

Thamar did as she was told, and fell prostrate. 
Have you hurt yoursein" Lucius impiircd, as ho 
Jilted hen- to her feet. 

"Not very mucli," she replied, biting h*r lips to 
suppress a Cry of pain. "Onl/ my right foot— oh, I am 
afraid the bone is broken. I cannot walk. For heav- 
en s sake leave rue here and escape with Benjamin." 

Then the strong man took her up in his arms like a 
child and with rapid steps he followed the hoy who sped 
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an before him. Several other garden walls had to be 
sealed, which somewhat retarded I lie lliyht of the fugi- 
tives, but happily the walls were not high, ami without 
further accident Lucius with, his Inn-den presently 
reached the little house, where lie found Benjamin 
already knocking at Uie garden gate, and calling loudly 
for his frieud Paulinas. 



CHAPTER 27. 
Amongst Christians. 

At last Paulinos ami Rhode both came and asked 
what whs the matter. 

''Pray open the door, Paolinus. They will kill as 
if they take us," Benjamin entreated ;" and Thamar 
added : "i'ake pity ou us. You will be saving the lire 
of an innocent man." 

No wore was wanted. Here was nn occasion when 
the precept of Charity to one's neighbor* was to he ful- 
filled, and FanUnns accordingly unfastened the door 
immediately. A few words sufficed to explain the situ- 
ation. To harhor a fugitive Roman was uiidoiibtedly 
a perilous matter, Imt no prudential considerations were 

allowed to hare any weight, in opposition to the com- 
mandment of fraternal charity, which our Lord desig- 
nated as "His own comniHinlmont ." Pan linns therefore 
offered the Centurion to share his modest chamber, and 
B Rlinke-dflwn was alSO arranged them for Benjamin. 
Rhode prepared a eonch for Thamar, and put wet bau- 
daffea round the injured ankle. 'Tomorrow morning we 

w.ll semi for Ivusel.ius. who W a very skilful surgeon, 
and he will set at II right iigsitn. Meanwhile do not worry 
yonrseir about it, dear child, " the servant said to tho 
patient, gentle maiden, for whom she already felt a 
strong pred Meet ion. 

Thamar promised to lie perfectly still. ''But," she 
added. ti therfi is one service f must ask of yon. My old 
nurse H;»ra is wailing for me outside Oaiapbas' house, 
and she will be terribly frightened at my non-appearance, 
bhewill not dare logo baek to the temple withant me. 
Could yon fiend someone to fetch herf If you could take 
her it, for this one night only, we could see about pro- 
viding tor her somewhere else tomorrow." 

"O goodness! However ean that be managed! I can 
not possibly go out into the streets now and leave the 
door open behind me," Rhode exclaimed. 

(302) 
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"Pray do!" Tlaamar entreated. "Put me down by 
the door wliile you are away. My good angel, who has 
rendered mo many a service tonight, will help me to 
keep guard." 

Thamar's pleading was irresistible. Khode threw 
the dark cloak round her and siway slie went. She suc- 
ceeded in finding Sara, ami hrought her to the little 
house. It waB a long time before this j*ond woman's 
complaints and lamentations could tw> silenced ; even 
then she would not hear of going to sleep, bat sat down 
by Thamar's side to bathe her injured hint. 

The next morning there wait n great deal to be dis- 
cus.sed and decided. Lucius and Benjamin were pro- 
visionally hidden in an outhouse. The imy thought lliis 
very amusing at first, hut lie soon tired of not being 
allowed to enter the houne or go out iiitu the garden, 
though the Centurion did his Iwst to entertain him With 
au account of Itotiio and stories from Itmnaii history. 
Benjamin on bis part depicted to his friend (lie exploits 
of Israel's BOBS in glowing colors. 

Paulinas naturally told his mother that same nipht 
about the arrival of the fugitives. She, poor woman 
was confined to her bed since she had the stroke, and 
thus had the opportunity of meriting a rich reward by 
ber patience. In the morning' she Kent him with a kuid 
message of welcome toTbaraar, who entreated, but en- 
treated in vain, to be conducted to the sick-bed of her 
charitable hostess, that she might thank her in person 
for the hospitality extended to her. Sara had to go in 
her place, and the old woman stayed a long time with 
the invalid, for when once she I«>gan to dilate on the 
estimable ^no-lilies of her nursling 8he did not know 
bow to stop. 

When she at length left the »ick-ehainl*r, her eyes 
were full oJ tears; and meeting Panlinns, she could not 
refrain from congratulating him on having such an 
anpel for his mother. To Tlnmiur she spoke enthusias- 
tically of the charity and 'kindness that beamed out of 
Paulina's eyes- Then she Iwtook herself to the kitchen, 
to help rthode, and the two soon became firm friends. 

When Eusebiua came to see Thainar, uhe recognized 
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Urn of course at the first glance. "0 EnMbluA." she 
cried, "tho God of our fathers has mat yon to me. 
You Who received my poor dear father, now no more, 
ajul nursed him so kindly, will not bo less benevolent 
toward* me and my little, brother!" 

"Why, here is Knbbi Sadoc'jf daughter! Who would 
have thought it ! ' ' said thegrey-lialred Priest, who was no 
lens surprised at this unexpcered meeting than ThsHLtt 
herself Many were the <jnestion8 and answers ex- 
C 'iV lg n Jf tweon tlu ""' M ™ K.isc-I,i..« was acquainted 
Til n L. - a 'V a, » H,u,vent,,re8H ' m;e the night when she 
leit tHffJU Hfla in Lucius' company. 

While Ihcy were talking Busebius, was debuting with. 
in himself 1 whether he should leave Thamar nnder the im- 
pre^on that her father waa dead. When Rabbi Kadoo 
left the Ceuaclo ia wrath and excitement, Eusebioa had 
SODl Paulinos alter him, to ascertain whither the unhap- 
py man wended his way, and if he needed help, to afford 
it to him Sadoo was seen to enter feeduW boose; 
consequently Ensebius took for granted that he bad fleil 
with him and other leaders of the moderate party to 
Herod b palace, in order to escape the fury of the Zealots 
After the conquest of that royal citadel on the previous 
day Ananias the High-Priori; was discovered by the 
popnlaiw with BstteblH his brother and several other 
men of position, hidiikgin anaijuedur-t and were dragged 
out and pot to death- 1 ) It was only too probable (hat 
the unfortunate Rabbi had either fallen a victim to the 
raging mob, or had perfgbed in the Barnes. Why then 
cause wounds, not yet healed, to bleed nlreshf Kusebhm 
deemed it wiser to allow Thamar to entertain the belief 
that her father had expired at Betbania, at any rate 
until he w:is aide to give her some definite information 
as to the fate that had be«alh-n him. So he contented 
himself with uttering a few words of sympathy, and pro- 
ceeded, assisted by Sara, to make an examination of the 
injured limb. 

The bone was broken Just above the ankle, so it had 
to be set and carefully bandaged. The operation was 
a painful o ne, but tho difficulty of performing it was 
') Joscptaus, loc. cit. II. 19, 9. 
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greatly dinunished by Thainar's patient demeanor, and 
the inn sue took to keep iwrlecUy aUII. When it was 
over, EusebliiB praised his patient, saying if she had 
been a man she could not liuv e borne it belter. She would 
have to lie still, he told Iier,for a few -weeks, then she 
would be able to run again like a do* over the moun- 
tains, of Juda. 

Busebius (hen had a long conversation with Paulina 
as to the best menus of securing the safety of iho Rabbi s 
children and Die Centurion. "The latter must be smug- 
gled out of the city as soon as possible, he said. II 
Hlcazar were at home, he would have found out his 
whereabouts by this time, and h« would not hav* spared 
his life, nor indeed the life ol any one of ns. It is most 
fortunate that he should have gone on this reconnoitr- 
ing expedition Just now, and he will not have time to 
pay much heed to matters at home until there has been 
a decisive engagement between him mm Cesllusfluiins. 

"The Romans are certain to conquer, and they will 

take thin ill- luted oily, as our Lord foretold." J'uiilma 
answered. "Could we not contrive I© conceal the Cen- 
turion until Ids comrades enter the city! Ho would then 
protect us against the victorious troops." 

"Who would have thought that the sister ol the 
great Apostle Fanl would have had any ulterior aim in 
performing a work of charity," Euscbios said with a 
smile. "Nny, you need not explain ; I understand that 
too were not thinking cl yourself, but of all of ns, Of 
those who are not in a position to migrate to Fella, and 
of the great treasure which Providence has confided to 
your care. But, the Romans will not take the city at 
one blow, nor after one victory, but after a protracted 
siege. Remember our Lord predicted : Thy enemies 
shall cant a trench atwut time and compass thee round. 
We could not possibly conceal the Centurion for so long 
a time. Arid we must also find some place ol biding 
for the two children." 

"Hitherto Mary has so graciously protected liltt 
lowly dwelling, that 1 do not see where a safer place 
for ihem could be met wiili in Jerusalem," Paulina re- 
plied. She inspired titt Priest with her own confidence 
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ibt last, ami succeeded in persnading liim to leave the 
children villi her at least uutil TBoaflnff returned. They 
Uh-ii talked <>f the terrible days that were evidently very 
near, of the flery swmd (hut portended evil times, and 
othi-r si range ami ominous signs that were reported to 
have been seen from oilier parts of the country. 

Euschius conlirmed this, saying that chariots and 
Whole armies ol warriors had been R*en waging war 
among the olonds. "The lust messenger frum Telia 
informed me," he continued, "Hurt our good bishop 

enjoined ulre.su most urgently by Ids mouth, upon all 

Christians whoso duties did not oblige them to remain 
here, to quit the city without delay before the chastise- 
ment of its evil deeds fell upon it." 

"Ought not Paulinos to obey that admonition? Yon 
know, I have released biui from all his filial obliga- 
tions, which would keep him at my side. Rhode will 
do all that is necessary for my poor body, and you will 
bring me the nourish meat my soul needs." 

"it is not only filial affection, but his duties as a 
server of the sanctuary that keeps him here." Rusebius 
answered. "However it Is not improbable that this 
aaeriflee yon speak of will he required of yon. I am told 
that the bishop thinks of Beading a messenger to Roma 

to ( Vpluis, for instructions as to several matters referring 
to tli« guidance of the comnninil ies in Pulfesline, :iud to 
ask for alms. I-Yoir. "ho outtfet the Christ iuns in Jerusa- 
lem have been to a groat extent supported by the charity 
of their I'K'tliiTit in Asia minor and In Greece. Hov 
orten your saintly brother has sent us their loving con- 
tributions! Now tlien« is some hilk of sending Paulinos 

as our messenger to IVU-r, and to his uncle, the great 
Paul, who has relumed to Rome From his journey to 
Spain. What do you say to thus project ?" 

Paulina, was taken a little aback at first. Then, 
raising her eyes to Heaven, she said: "Blessed be Ood, 
who has accepted the sacrifice which. I more than once 
offered to Him in prayer. It is painful to imtiirc, that 
1 will not deny. But the heart of Jesns Wed for us, and 
the heart of His dearest mother also. I thank the Lord 
that T can offer my poor boy for the welfare of his 
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brethren in Christ, aa He gave His only-begotten Son 
for us, even while we were) yet cuomies. bet Paulinus 
leave Jerusalem this very day." 

EuaobiuB looked with lecliuRS of admiration at the 
frail invalid, whose holy courage was indeed worthy of 
B sister of the Apostle Piaul ; ho pive llmuka to God, 
who aloue could inspire the hearts of mortal men, made 
out ol dust, wilh such elevated sentimente. Alter a 
short pause he continued: "Panliiins need not go 
tonight, bn t he shall go eoon. Wo must make some pre- 
parations ajid plans for his journey. Perhaps lie and 
the Centurion can go together. I will talk to the Roman, 
and i i he makes on mo the impression of a man ot honor, 
Paulinus can travel in his company. Now 1 have dis- 
turbed you long enough, Paulina. Hold converse with 
God in your heart; remember lie is all around ns, like 
the air we breathe, Now feed your pretty doves, which 
are fluttering about the window to remind yon that limy 
are hnngry. Peace l»o wilh you!" 

The doves were so tamo that as soon as the window 
was opened, they flew into the room and walked about 
Paulina's bed, taking the cruml*s of hrend from her (bin 
hands. Then they preened their fealhers and spread 
their fan-like toils,, looking ut her with their clear, red 
eyes and gently cooing. The invalid could not help 
smiling at the funny ways of her jwts, though two large 
tears wore slowly rolling down her emaciated cheeks. 
Presently they all rose up like* ■cloud, and flew away 
to the valley of Hinnoui, where many good grains might 

be gleaned. 

Eusebins meanwhile betook himself to tb e outhouse 
whoro Lucius was in hiding, and soon convinced liimself 
of the npriehtnefw and good faith ol tao young Komau 
officer. The latter was anxious to Attempt to esesipe 

from the city Immediately, however hatardouB his (light. 

He did not deem it advisable to wait lor the entry ot his 
victorious countrymen. "Of course there in no doubt," 
he said, "that Homo will ultimately conquer, and take 
a bloody vongoanoo ou th-e seditious. Bnt it is nut im- 
probable tbat the Jews will sneceed in defeating: (i all us 
in one or two battles, for he is by no means a clover 



30S Lucnm flatus. 

general. The war may be a protracted one. If so, I 
should lie certain to l»o discovered, as my deadly- enemy, 
Eleazar will move heaven and earth, to get me into hit* 
bands. And it I were taken, it would l«e dest ruction to 
the kind people who have received me under their roof. 
1 cannot Iliink how I am to reach Caiesurca or join, tho 
I to man army without ray nationality hwinj: rw-ogiiized 
ami losing iay life, but I must ami will make the attempt. 
I do not want to involve others in my misfortunes. So 
ploa.se provide me with Jewish garments and advise me 
as to tlio best means of getting oat of Jerusalem." 

Benjamin bad been listening attentively to the con- 
versation. "I will go with you," he now stid. "Elea- 
zar would beat me within an inch of my life, if he were 
to catch me now. I ■can show you the way to Jericho 
mid from there to Antioch ; I »m sure I could find it 
again, for I observed it carefully, when I journeyed 
hither with my fcilher '.unl fcisler. Anil once we are In 
Antioch, 1 will take you -clown to the harbor, where the 
large vessels bound for Kome beat anchor. You cam 
take mo to Rome with yon and show me the preat 
amphitheatre with the lions anil l>ears anil elephants, 
about which yon worn telling me." 

EusehitiK tjue.stioned the hoy about tlie time he had 
Spent in Cuiiiphiia' house, iiml Wftfl .shock <il lo hear that 
the former High-Print was kept confined by his son in 

the dungeon, whirli hi' knew from Misdescription gives 
of it to bo (he one wherein our Lord spent the night 
previous lo His crucifixion. He perceived that it wonld 
l« no easy taslc to keep (his restless youngster concealed 
for any length of time in such close proximity to Caia- 
phos' house, nnd decided that ho must bo transferred 
elsewhere. So he told tlie boy that he would make ar- 
rangements to send hi in lo Antioch lo his father's agent 
as soon a» Thamnr was sufficiently recovered to bear 
riding on a camel. He also informed the Centurion that 
he had found a travelling-companion for him as far sis 
Caesarea; but they must not venture upon flight till a 
day or two had passed. Lucius was profuse in his 
thanks; but Eusebhis. said with a smile that he did not 
render him this service entirely from unselfish motives, 
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he should expect him in return to protect his companion 
from tlie Romans and procure a passage for him on one 
of tlieir ships to Italy. The Centurion willingly prom- 
ised to do this. 

For the next few days escape was not to he thought 
of. Messengers t-ame from Klru/ar announcing that 
Gall us was inarching from Ptoleiuaii* with mii army of 
thirty thousand strong, by way of Antkpat i is mid J.ydda, 
destroying and burning the cities. Simon Bon (lioras 
nnd the other gene rals were to re-pair with all the men 
capable of bearing arum, totiihvuu, where it would l» 
easy to Jail upon the enemy Imforo tlmy go* "bar uf the 
mountuin deflles. Solho trumpets were, blown on ilic 
hill ofSion, ami heralds went through the Streets sum- 
moning the Inhabitants le bailie. Some I1II.V thousand 
men went out against the Romans, nnd they succeeded 
in driving them bark as far aw liethoron. In (act if the 
Soman WTalry had not come up to- support I ho ret real ing 
cohorts, Gallns would have sustained a total defeat. To 

Kicnzar's great aiiuoyamw Bon GfrrM distinguished 
himself among the Jewish generals hy his valor; he 
and his robber-band pressed closely on the Romans iu 
the rear, and carried off a large number of beasts of 
burden laden wilh weapons, which lie led 10 Jerusalem, 
thus snatching- from his rival the laurels that the latter 
would fain have placed on his own brow. 

This jealousy between the Jewish commanders pre- 
vented thorn from following up their victory. Instead 
01 occupying Uw mountain passes they all harried back 
to the city, fearful lest any party but their own should 
gain Ihe ascendant. Gallus with his army followed 
close upon their steps. He pitched Iris camp on Mount 
Scopus, a few furlongs from the northern wall of the 
city. In a few days he penetrated into tho new pni-t of 
the city and set it on fire, probably with the connivance 
of sonic who were friendly disposed to the Romans. 
Within the city itself Ihe strife of factions ran high, since 
the peace-party was not entirely suppressed. Borneo! 
the principal men were about to open the gates to Cial lus, 
but Htouax discerning the treachery they meditated, 
had them thrown down from the walls in sight of the 
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enemy, Callus endeavored in vain to storm the second 
wall and Mio north side of the temple. Hi* troops were 
so completely disheartened through the had omens which 
so in.- p;.-;.,, pri^in announced to I lie B ii I"' j>! il ions 
Romans, that he suddenly raised the siege, intending to 
march back to Caesarca for reinforcements. But the 
Jew* under the command of Eleazar and Hen Gioras cut 
off his. retreat ami gained another victory near Tfethoron. 
Only by stratagem did he succeed in saving the main 
body of the army; ho selected four hundred men and 
gave orders that they should remain in tUG camp and 
keep the fires alight, so as to lead the Jews to believe 
the army was stilt there, ready for a tre*h engagement 
on the morrow, while ho himself with the rest of his 
force stole awny in the night, after sustaining a loss of 
five thousand killed and wounded. The Jews, furious 
at finding the troops bad escaped, massacred the four 
hnudredwithont mercy, and returned to Jerusalem laden 
with rich booty, besides having captured the machines 
for the siege and instrunicnlN of war belonging to the 
legions. 1 ) Eleazar and the bandit-chief were received 
with arclamatinna ; in fact t,hn inhabitants could only not 
deride which of the two wtw to he greeted as the Messiah. 

During thin time JCiuwbimi paid daily visits to Pan- 
linn and Thauiar, Imaging tidhigH of the course of events 
to the Centurion, mid gifts of tigs and grapes for Benja- 
min, solacing him with promises of a speedy release 
from confinement, fa hot not only the child's spirits 
but Ida health H well l»cgan to suffer from his enforced 
imprisonment. On Hies evening of the day that witnessed 
the triumphal return of the Jewish commanders, as soon 
a» it grew dark, BoaebinB came hastily to the house, 
saying: "Now or never we must try our fortune. The 
whole town is kin-pins high festival. The Daughter of 
Sioii, in her judicial blindnesa despised the true Messiah 
and preferred a cobber l>efnre Him, now as a chastise- 
ment she has hailed a brigand -chief an her Messiah. The 
days of vengeance air. come upon us I" 

He conducted I.ueius and Benjamin into the house 
where a farewell feast had been prepared. The Cen- 

') Josephus loc. cit. II. 19, 8-9. 



LUCIUS FLATUS- 



311 



turicn dressed himself U a Jew, and in this disguise 
presented bimBclf to Thaniiir. She smiled on seeing 
liim for the first lime in the garb of her countrymen, 
and held out her hand t° him. 

Kvery evening when night closed in, Lucius had, 
toother with Benjamin, left his hiding-place and gone 
into the adj acetit house. There seated beside Thamar s 
couch, ho had likened to tho instructions in the Christi- 
an faith, which Paulinus gave under Buscbius' direction. 
His prejudices were wholly removed; he admired the 
Christian code ot morality. Yet he could not make up 
his mind to take the step which Thnmar had decided 
upon at once, bv ashing for admittance Into the class ol 
caleehumcns. His intellectual pride could not accept 
with humility the doctrines proposed !o him, the mys- 
tery or the Holy Trinity was still an Insuperable 
difficulty to him. M , ., 

"Do v° u mwm tft depart w ' I,lol,t ,l10 MOas ° r ihe 
catechumen being signed on yonr forehead ! Thamar 

inquired. , , . ,. 

"I will receive it as soon as I can comprehend letter 
the Deity that is in Godhead oiie, in Persona three, in 
whose name the sign of the cross is made," he replied. 
■Alas for your pride," she said in gentle rebuke. 
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• -How can a finite nnd«rBtnndliigBver comprehend Ihe in- 
finite! You should pray for faith, instead of reasoning. 

"I will do rK»- And y-°u must pray Tor me. IfcOpe 
ere lone to return with my victorious comrades. Mean- 
wh ile may good angels defend yon and all in this house I 

"Can you doubt it, since tho Queen of the Angels 
hallowed it by living here herself t" 

Here Rhode entered, summoning Lncius to the rare- 
well banquet, which was spread in Paulina's apartment, 
narrow though its limirs were, Thamar too was present, 
for she managed to limp in, supported by Khode a 
sturdy arm. This was the first time she had Been her 
hostess, and the reception she met with was of the most 
kind and motherly character. All prt-fwnt made an 
effort to he eheerfnl during supper, hot will, small 
success. The eircuiiiRtanees under which they were 
parting promised ill for the realization of their hopes. 
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Tims it was a relier to all when Eusebiiis rose and 
returned thanks after meat. 

Paulinas wt-nt up to his mother's side ami gave her 
a farewell embrace; then he knelt down (o rm-ive her 
Heating. ".Serve Christ in His Chnrch ; fight tile good 
Opt iiiid think of the erown laid up tor the Valiant 
We Khali meet again in Heaven," Paulina said. 

All knelt for a few moments before Veronica's veil 
which Bishop Simeon hud lert. with Paulina for her con- 
solation. I.iiri us and Thamar had not Been I he mirsicu- 
lons imprint of (he Buffering Saviour before, mid ifcmade 
a deep and overwhelming imprest-ion on them. Pnuli nns 
had already related its hislory to thern. Benjamin was 
shocked to hehold Iho thorn-crowned -countenance of the 
Man of Sorrows, and exclaimed; "Alas! how could 
■bat wicked Caiaphua let the Roman Governor torture 
him sot" 

'-It was for our sake," Bald Thamar. Her eyes were 
full of tears as turning to Lueiais. she added: "Are von 
still an unbeliever t" 

' 'I confess that it seems fan possible for thnt to have 
been painted by tho hand of nan," the Ccntarfon re- 
plied with emotion. 

Bombing Would allow no further delay, ami with 
heavy hearts the ki»l. farewells wen- spoken. "Tell me 
Thiimar, if yon could walk, would you not rather go 
wuh us than remain behind In this city which will have 
the earn© fate aw Sodom and Gomorrhat But keep np 
your courage; God will send Jim holy anpel to preserve 

you an.l Sara and (his sick lady and EnseMus from She 

tire, a* lie did Lot anil his daughters. Only do not look 
back as Lot*8 wife, or you may fan. ns she did. Now 
goodbye, all. Rhode must take good care of the pretty 
white doves." * 

Nootieeould hejp amillng amid their tears at Ben- 
jamin s parting speech, as the door closed behind Ihe 
travellers. Ensehhis siiowed (hem the way to a house 
not far from the Gate of fib* Essenrs, whirh Vloneed to 
one of the Christians who had migrated to Pella. 
EnsemnH had the key. Williin lie found awaiting bis 
coming t wo serv-nuts., who had volunteered their services 
to the priest in ease of need. 
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"The watchmen have left Llieir beat," one of then 
said. "They Me all down in (lm guard-room ®* 'he 
KsseneGute drinking the health of their new Messiah, 
the brigand- chief. 1 think it is quite safe to venture*" 
Passing through tho house ami across the hack yard 
they reached (lie wall against which I hey ha<l set a 
t adder. l'aulinus went ii|i first- Lucius wanted to 
carry Benjamin, but the little fellow would not hear of 
it, ii nd iiisi.sl.ed on mounting like Ihc others. The two 
men went up hist with ropes and a large luiskrt. 

"I thought it would be best for you to leave the oily 
as your holy uncle left Darnawus, when AffefaU Ibc king 
wanted to apprehend him,* M ) Kusobhissaid toTaulhum. 
You will easily fiiid tho way to tho Valley of thtt Tore- 
binth, in spite of the darkness; there yon will find one 
of our brethren with horses. Way the angel who accom- 
panied Tobias on his journey be your guide! ltul. mercy 
on lis, what is lhatt" 

A red light (suddenly shot up from Moria and spread 
over the cily. "The Innplo is on lire!" (hey all ex- 
claimed, raising their arms to Heaven in dismay. 

"No. that is 110 natural lire," said one Ol the servants. 
"It is one of the awful portents, the precursors, of 
tho divine judgments," the other observed. "At the 
time of the Ketist of Tabernacles tho Kastern Gate of the 
'temple, whoso doors are of brass, and so heavy that 
they can with difficulty lie moved by twenty men, were 
wen to open of their own accord about the sixth hour 
of the night.') And a voice louder and more sonorous 
than any video of man was heard to cry: Let DB remove 
henee, out of the sanctuary thai is desecrated ! Then 
came the sound of a mullitndo moving swiftly, the 
guardian spirits were departing. 3 ) The priests tried to 
hush up tho matter, but I know it for certain. Look too 
at that Omen of ill over there, tho terrible comet !" 

Tho clouds had parted, and between tho heavy mas- 
ses, tiujjed with u red glare, which the surrounding 



i) 2 Cor. 11,32. 

*) Joseplius, loc. cit. VI, 6, 6. 

*) Cf.Tacituj, Hiit. V. 13. 
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gloom rendered more striking, the fiery sword was seen 
hanging over Jerusalem, covering a giv;it part of the 
sky. Meanwhile from the at reels ami lanes of tlie in- 
filled city a confused sound aronc of drunken mi rib and 
n-jniriiijr, with music ami song; the populace were 
dancing and merry- making, and shouting: Long live 
our Messiah, Simon Beii Gioras, and Elcawir his brave 
general ! 

"Away, away, I am afmid some oue is coming." 
Knsebius urged. "I congratulate yon, whom our merci- 
ful Hod permits to escape from this uuliitp]>y city." 

Paulinus was first let down over the high wall in the 
basket; tholwy went next, and Lucius brought np the 
NOT. The other men then returned, looking up now 
and again in terror at tlio temple and the heareflft, 
wlienee these supernatural phenomena seenied to make 
ft final, but alas! a vain appeal to the people of Jerusa- 
lem, inviting them to be converted and do penance. 



HOOK III, 



In Caesarca and in Rome. 
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CHAPTER 28. 

With Cestius (iallus. 

The three fugitives, rtoae fli^Iif> town Jerusalem we 
lately witnessed, reached the gate of <-'ir.*nr..i vutritima 
without meeting wilh smy misadventure. That now and 
splendid sea-port town, wilh u population ol more Hun 
100,000, at that time the most important 111 POWBIttb', 
had been built some forty or fifty years before i»y the 
Herodian kings, on the site of an Insignificant fortress. 
it could now iKMUft all Uie luxury of a^reo-mimm town; 
Grecian and Roman temples, other edifices consecrated 
to Egyptian and ancient Phoenician rites, no amphi- 
theatre, hippodrome, ballis, gymnnHjuni and palatial 
mansions wore aiming its many attractions. 

When Lucius, with Paulinos mid Benjamin, entered 
the town, the commotf«n mused by Hie tidings ot llic 
insnrrectlon in Jerusalem and Qui perfidious initssacre 
of the Roman garrison had not Jdt subsided. The 
Romans, infuriated beyond measure at the shameful 
treachery of which their comrades had l»een (ho victims, 
and the de'eut or their troopa. at Kctlmrcra, had taken 
away their synagogue from the Jews residing in Cacsarea, 
and pat a great number of them (0 death. Josepnua 
gives the number that were killed in an hour's time as 
more titan twenty thousand. 1 ) The ■ppcaranco of Lucius 

and his two companions at the gate evoked a shout of 

rage, and they wouUl have Iwcii Out down without 

further parley on account Of their Jewish garments, bad 
not LnciiiR addressed the sentries in Latin, drying: 
"Use your eyes before your swords, comrades; have 
you forgotten tho Centurion Lucius OTavnal" 

"By "HfireuleB »nd all the gods!" exclaimed the de- 
enrion Martins, "can it In- you! I shall hare taken my 
oath that you were long sine© in tho inferno! rraued 

i) Wen of the Jew*, II, 18, 1. 
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bo the gods who preserved your life! I will offer a black 
OOOk t« Um Fate — what was the old thing's name — for 
not boring severed the thread of jour destiny. You 
must tell us all your adventures this evening, in the 
tavern of Tiileolus the Neapolitan, opposite the baths of 
Herod. By Hercules! yoar's must be wonder tula story!" 
"I will, my good Martins, provided I hare time. 
But first of all I must report myself to the Legate 
Where la he to bo found V 

"In Agrippa's palace, -where yon will see vonr 
charming patroness, Queen Berenice, as well. I 'will 
send one of my men to show you the way. You will 
not find the Legate in tha best of tempers. He has had 
Gessms Floras arrested, and is going to send him to 
Koine to give an account of himself. And it just occurs 
to me, you might, uslc that he should to made, Isifore 
his departure, to pay us the twenty thousand sestertii he 
owes us for Apprehending Hen Gioras. The rascal got 
away, heaven kuuws how, and played the very deuce 
With us in those accursed defiles at Bethoron." 

"1 will see what can bo done," tho Centurion an- 
swered . "The Legate is not too fond of being reminded 
of that fellow, Ben Gioras. You look after my two 
companions While 1 am gone. They must Ik> entertained 
at our expense, for they wived my life." 

Marlins got Bomnn armor and accoutrements for his 
Centarlou, for even accompanied I >y. i soldier it would not 
have |n.en pleasant, w»rcttly safe, |<i walk through tho 
Btreetfl in the attfee of a Jew. When fnlJy equipped, he 
repaired with » legionary f»r his gaido to tho palace 
where the first Agrippa died miserably, arter he had 
desired his people te worship him as a #«!.') Several 
oflicers who knew Lucius, standing in the vestibule, 
sainted him in almost a. frightened manner, na they 
might one who came book from the dead. He was con- 
dueled into the interior of the palace. At the entrance of 

theatrunn stood a marble statue of Jupiter Capitelinns, 
wiih a pold tripod for iuee-nfce before it. A slave stand- 
ing by offered to every one who passed a crystal vase 
lull ol ince nse, and each of the officers in turn threw a 
') Acts of the Apostles, 12, 23. 
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few grains on the glowing embers. Ily force of habit 
Lucius put out bis hand atul took (he incense, but be 
let it full again without offering this customary tribute 
to Jupiter; for although be wafl not » Christian as yet, 
ho deemed it a mockery to offer sacrifice to one whom 
ho could not acknowledge as a deity. 

Pompon ins Papilio remarked the omission, and naiil: 
"How now Lucius, have JOB been circumcised like 
Metilins, and is- that the secret of y<»ur escape from 
slaughter t" 

"Mo Indeed, Papllio, I would bare di.-d with j«>y 

rather than purchase my life by such adustardly act. 

I iiui not a Jew." 

"Why then will yon not scatter incense to Jupilcrf 
I am no devotee, but I think at least one need not grudge 
a handful of incense to the greatest of the gods." 

Before I.iiciiw could reply BnpolemOS Un> t-hatnl-'V- 
lain camo to meet him with a profound obeisance. Bay- 
ingtliat his royal mistress would beoveijoyed to bear 

that her favorite was safe; she had wept over his fancied 
loss as over that of a friend. The Centurion answered 
Unit lie would lie happy to p«y bis reepeejn to the Queen, 
as soon as lie bad, as he was in duty bound, reported 
himself lo the Legate. 

Outside the Legate's apartment a deputation of the 
principal and wealthiest Jewish refugees from Jerusalem 
were waiting; for an audience. The face of one Beamed 
familiar to Lucius. Surely that was Rabbi Sadoe, Tha- 
mar's father 1 He certainly looked more thin and bent, 
and the black beard which fell on his breast was freely 
mingled With grey. At that iuetant the old man raised 
his head and met Lncius' eye. Ife changed color, evi- 
dently recognizing him ; 1ml it was however not a smile 
of pleased greeting, hat a si-owl of bitter hatred that the 
Soman officer's glance encountered. Lucius naked him- 
self what could possibly lie the reason of this. He was 
oa the point of going up to the Rabbi and telling him 
what he knew would be welcome news, that his little 
son was in Cacsarea, when CVslius in person flung bnelt 
the curtain, and coming hastily forward threw his arms 
round Lucius' neck, exclaiming: "Blest bo the gods 
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who Lave brougnt you back to me! Come In, O son of 
my friend and toll me what happy chance has delivered 
you from the jaws of death!" 

Thereupon tie Legate condneted the young officer 
into his room, and made him sit dowu <>u one of tho 
couches. «W begin your story," he said, when the. 
Bla e, who had placed a jar of the sweet wine of Crprufl 

and iWH RC-Mets on an ivory table beside hi in, had 
i » r ,US bad I,owevor scarcely opened hh lips, 
when Rupolemos announced the Queen, and Jtercmee 
with her »onted defiance of Hie rules of good breeding 
rustled into the apartment of her Roman guest. 

'Pnrdon this intrattion, m y dear Gall us/ ' she cried. 
•i. 1 ^ Y ?»" 0t ™ BtT * m »* curiosity, no, not curiosity, 
my lively interest in the fortunes of I.Ms dear frie.nl any 

J.WL . "tpTJ™* w,,f,e the Centurion relates 

ir?i! rs B -i? r ,*' "?■ if ? oa want *° **«*«* «««*■ or 

state, I will absent myself at the first hint you rive me." 
lhe Legate drew a eoiiifortablo seat forward for the 
Queen, and Lucius commenced hia narrative. His 
hearera listened with eager attention to the account of 
the mege and were highly indignant at the execrable 

perfidy of the Jews. 

"That Jfeeca] Gonitis M«W 18 responsible for all 
Unit, a»di»d««l for all the misfortune llmtlmve befallen 

K J £ k r d ;. • u|Ev J,,|,i,H "' ! ' wm B, " i(l ''"» to 

Ito.ie to answer for 11ns, if i|. *hould eost iu e my head!" 

V i ?XSSf '" '. M ' h ?» Wied »» G«nl for the way in 
which he treated mo, h-tnlo>m»uythiii|jcl.se,>> interposed 
liewmre. -An, (olhink of all the Roman knightsiT.om 

teKSSfS 1 ! woul ". a ? il ,0 •»*-• «««■" a monster 
from the faie ho has mental a. hundred times over." 

«■«* 18HiI n ^2Wfi w wi " do '" GalIlls an- 
swered. "That is why , did not send him with the 

Jewish envoys to Gnats, where the Kmperor z"Z 

Starring about in al I the theatres in .hech^ter of a 

-And I shun : semt an indictment of no very mild 
description both to the Emperor and the Senate' in my 
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brother's name and my own. Kuplirasius t he rhetorician 
is composing it in th« style of Cicero's oration contra 
varan. Some passages he can tranMrlbe verlwittm, for 

of atrnth this Floras throws tlio "Scourge of Sicily" 
irilo the shade! We ought to scud :i dcvi-r accuser with 

him Id Rome, who would address the Court mid depict 
nil his infamous deeds in their (roe oolorsl" 

''That is not a bad idea," Callus replied. "How 
would it lie ir wo were to send you to Home, Lucius? 
You made your course of rhetoric nt the nine lime as 
Titus Flavins, the son of Vespasian, and wen- among 
Quintilian's best scholars." 

"Yes, ami both Flavins ami I, alter u whole year 

spent in the Koman Furiini, tireil of Hie eternal legal 

disputes and bal He of words, hung our togxis on the wall, 
donned (.lie soldier's cloak and book up Hie BWOffd anil 
shield. I knew that for inn I In- path to glory and honor 
lay across the baltb'lictd," said Lucius. "However, I 
am ready to act as prosecutor in this just accusal [on, 
and so bring upon Floras (he vengeance that he deserves, 
if you choose to send mo to Home." 

"Then we consider the question settled," the Legate 
replied. "I will provide you with the necessary docu- 
ments, and give you fatten of introduction to the most 
influential senators, to the Praetor and other officials. 
And in order (hat your title may sound more inspiring, 
I will nominate you tribune in plate of poor Lysias who 
was so treacherously murdered." 

"All hail to the brave tribune. Lucius Flavus!" 
cried Berenice, clapping her hands. ' 'May I be permit- 
ted to send to your quarters a suit of armor, one tliat 
l>elongedl to my father, and which is worthy to be wnru 
by t lie Captain of a Roman cohort? Now go on with 
your story which has been interrupted too long. I am 
longing to know how you escaped tlie general massacre." 

Lucius then related at length how lie had been treated 
by Eleazar, how he bad bei-n imprisoned with the lunatic 
Caiaphas, and released by Thamnr and her brother. It 
may be imagined (hat. Berenice listened most eagerly to 
this part of the narrative. When he spoke of the kind 
hospitality extended to him in Panlina's bonse, and the 
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manner in whieh his flight from Jerusalem was arranged 
for him, the (jneen exclaimed; "I would lay a wager 
that those people who received and entertained you and 
your betroCbeA— lor you have evidently lost jour heart 
to the lair damsel — were Nazarites!" 

"What makes yon suppose that, my Queen!" Lucius 
asked. 

"I conclude it from their unselfish charity. The sect 
of the Ksscncs are also philanthropic, but they make a 
boast of ttieir philanthropy. Bat in this case no one 
was to know or hear of the kind deeds done, though (hey 
were attended by no slight degree of danger. I have 
not any doubt thatEusobius and Faulinns of whom you 
speak are adherents of the crucified Nazarlte." 

"Your perspicacity is no slight compliment to them. 
Those good people were in Tact Christians," Lucius 
replied . 

"Ia the name of all the gods, you purely hare not be- 
come one ot them! " the Queen cried iu unfeigned alarm. 

"Xo, not as yet," Lucius rejoined with some degree 
ot hesitation. 

"I should hope not indeed, » the legate interposed. 
"For if so, I could not send yon to Rome. It is said 
of these Christians that in celebrating their mysteries 
they do all soils of dreadful things." 

"My good Gall lis, what horrors are not mentioned in 
connection willi Hie Klntsiuii and Egyptian ceremonies, 
yet the- Romans do not cry ont at them," Berenice said 
contemptuously. 

"But this is in direct opposition to the will of the 
Emperor, who causes the Christians to be executed as 
dangerous to tlio State-." 

"Or rather for a very different, reason, becanae (hey 
refuse to pay divine honors to himself and his statue," 
Berenice responded. Then addressing Lucius, she went 
on; "I am very glad that you have not Joined those 
people. Your own good sense will deter j-ou. from a slcp 
which would rain yonr whole career. I hope to see yon 
climb high, very high. I too will give you epistles of 
Introduction to several rich and powerful families in 
Borne, friends of our house iu my father's lifetime. 
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Meanwhile lot me invite yon to take np your quarters 
in tliis house, if the Legato has no objection. My sister 
DriiHilla, who has come hero from Mauadu, wilt be 
delij hted to have Odin jib of Thainar, hIic took a great 
fancy to the Kabbi'a danghlcr. Ouly I unfit warn yoq 
not to lot her or her slave Helena make a Nazarite of 
you, they both luivo » strong leaning to tluit sect." 

Gall us declai-ed that it would be most agreeable to 
him it the Queen bad a room in licr palace at her dis- 
posal lor the tribune's accommodation, for Hit* would 
make it easier for him to discuss with him the different 
point** Of the accusation to be brought against JPIOFOS. 
Thereupon the Queen rose up, ami Worm t<> the door 
by both the officers, proceeded to the part of the pulaco 
occupied by her and her sister Drusilta. 

Tli.' Legate then said he Won hi at once admit the 
deputation of the Jewish refogWB who had boon wnitinc 
intheatriuui for an audii-nce nil the morning, and bo 
staked Lucius, if he was not tired, to lie present, in 
order that lie might briefly nolo down the charges they 
brought jigitiiwt r'loms. The ucwLy-creuUMl trUniuo. 
willingly acceded to this request, and seated himself at 
the table, to jot down -ou n papyrus leaf the principal 
points of the accusation. 

About a doxen men entered), almost all old aud of a 
venerable appearance. They wore the lowly garb of 
petitioners, and walked barefoot, "in sackcloth and 
ashes," as they told (Julius. The expression of grief 
and care plainly visible on their emaciated countenances, 
harmonized with their outward aspect, and was not 
without its effect even on the stern Roman. 

Rabbi Sudoo Waft the spokesman of the party. He 
accentuated the fact that those who accompanied him, 
formerly the most opulent and highly respected men in 
Jerusalem, were now reduced to beggary on account of 
the fidelity wherewith they bad espoused the side of 
ltome. For that Florns was entirely to blame, since he 
had provoked the insurrection in spiteof all their efforts- 
to keep the peace. In proof of this statement each indi- 
vidual present poured out a number of grievances and 
declared himself ready to swear by the God of their 
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fathers that every word WH true. Lucius noted down 
the several charges and the name of the accuser; be 
then Informed the petitioners that they must have these 
accusations drawn up in Latin by the public notary and 
have them duly signed and sealed. The Legate would 
(hen .:i ill his seal awl subscribe the docu meat as an 
assurance that it was a deposition taken upon oath, and 
it would be put forward us evident'* when Klorus was 
t ried at Bome. The delegates promised that this should 
be done. 

< 1 u I In s then advised them to go by the next ship that 
suited to Aehaia, and lay their grievances in person 
before the Emperor. They could boldly assert that the 
blame ol the insurrection and its consequences rested on 
Kin: us" shoulders, fortlie misfortune he himself hud met 
with was entirely due to him, through his having released 
II' 'ii Gioras i ii consideration of a large sum of money, 
instead of crucifyiug that formidable robber-chief as he 
ought to have done. In conclusion the Legate said: 

"But as for your spokesman's assertion that you 
have all come to beggary for the cause of Bome, I wish 
Ruth poverty as yours were the lot of every Roman in 
the empire. You may perhaps have suffered some 
louses but all of you together are i doubt not worth 
somo fivo liunilnHl talents, for all your poverty-stricken. 
appearance, lto nut make such an outcry and cut suck 
grimuccH, I set no value on your protestations. Know, 
all ol you. that I require of you all a voluntary subsidy 
for the expenSM of the war; amongst other things I 
must- procure a fitwh park of ordnance for the Biege. We 
have lost more Hum a hundred ballistae and catapults, 
chariots, bat-toring-mms, and these must be replaced be- 
fore the spring. I call it a voluntary tax, because I am 
sure you will pay it wi llingly, eouMderingyonr enthusiasm 
for ICoine, of which you cannot say enough. And lest 
your zeal should make you too generous, I will fix the 
amount of your contribution at the low figure of forty 
talents." 

A. cry of indignation rose from the Jews, all spoke 
at once, and each one tried to prove to the Legate how 
impossible it was to raise that sum. The Legate how* 
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over showed no sign of relenting, on the contrary, aa 
soon lip could hear himself sjwak, he said : "That is too 
little! Well, you may lead me fifty talents. For as a 
matter o! course you will bo able to recoup yourselves 
from tlto funds of Ben Gioras and Eleaxar nnd all the 
company oi the seditious, as soon as we have conquered 
them." 

A -.tin there was a loud cry and confusion of protest- 
ing voices; when it had subsided, Gallus spoke again r 
"What-, you actually want to wake it sixty talents! 
Well, do bo if you like. J leave you to fix tJie interest. 
But I can accept no more or you would make too large 
a profit." 

At last the Rabbi Sadoc came forward and said that 
with the best of wills they could not raise aa much aa 
ten talents, and ns for the security that was mentioned] 
it was simply nil, as the headers of the insurrection were 
already without funds, and after the nicgo they would 
be absolutely penniless. 

"What, your future sAii-hi-law is already a beggar T 
And yon yourself are not iu a position to advance sixty 
talents or oven more out of your owu resources! I bap- 
pen to be acquainted with the Btate of your finances and 
your family connections, as you see, better perhaps 
than with the circumstances of your worthy friends 
here present." 

During the whole of the little drama that was beine 
enacted, the Rabin had cast envenomed glances at 
Lucius, who could not help laughing at the amusing 
manner in which Gal Ins levied his "voluntary loan." 
At length the Rabbi could restrain himself no longer. 
"I know from whom you have obtained information 
respecting my family matters, from that fine fellow yon- 
der! That wretch enticed my innocent, angelic daughter, 
my Thamar, the child of my affections and the ima^e of 
my lost Anna, enticed her, I nay, from her father'** sick- 
bed, In order that he might ga in possession of my hardly- 
earned property! O God of my fathers! HffW canst 
Thou allow this kidnapper of innocent maidens to see 
the light of day! Why does not the earth open and 
swallow him up as it swallowed up Core and bis com- 
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panyl" Tben the nnliappy father tlirew hiraHelf at the 
Le^de's feet, and with uplifted bauds iM'saught him to 
[si-f j ustice done. Such was his excitement and agitation 
that it was some time before he calmed down an fliciently 
to understand tlie answer which Lucius quietly gave to 
I.: | .-.:.,::... :..■ appeal. 

"How am I to believe your statement," the Itahbi 
rejoined, since it is Oik your application that my property 
in Autioch has been sequestrated by the very Legate in 
whose presence we Stand f " 

Cctjtins tSallns said lie could ni>t deny that Lucius' 
name appeared in the memorial handed to him by Queen 

Berenke'i legal adviser. "That was done without my 

auth or izatiou, ' ' the t ri bu ne p rom pt ly replied. " Ask Queen 
Berenice herself, who gave the order for the purpose ol 
preserving your property for your children, because 
both the Procurator Floras and Ben Cuiaphas were 
scheming to deprive them of it. The lawyer probably 
inserted my name in the petition on his own authority, 
in the hope that it might influence yon, most excellent 
Gallns, whom he knew to be my fatherly friend and 
patron, to lend u favorable ear lo Hie request* I never 
»o much as thought of your wealth, tiabbi, and your 
daughter haw not ns yet plighted her troth to me." 

Kahhi Sndoe could hardly take this in nt first, but 
it lwgau to dawn upon him lliat lie might have been 
mistaken. Trembling in every limb from suppressed 
agitation, he said: "If yon are speaking the truth you 
are the noblest «f your nation, and deserve to bo ft son 
of Abraham. Hut where is my daughter that I may 
inquire of bert" 

"She is in Jerusalem, safely concealed, I hope, from 
Kleaaar, who is foretelling out a greedy hand to grasp 
her and her dowry. I will tell you where (ho man lives, 
through whom yon can B&fc her what you like. In the 
meantime you can inquire all alKint her of your little son. 
Benjamin came to ('nesarea this morning with me." 

""What! my child, my boy, the son of my right hand, 
whom the robbers carried off, is here, and yon brought 
him to me! Yon, on whom in my heart I unjustly called 
down curses!" exclaimed the Italibi, falling ou his 
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Ttnees before Lucius, and touching Hie gronnd with Ilia 
forehead. "What can 1 do to obtain your forgivenessl 
May the Most High turn my curves into a thousand 
blessings and make yon a partaker of t3ic salvation that 
lie promised to Abraham and bis seed for ever!" 

Tlie Legato and the tribune found it dilliiult. to put a 
stop to the petitions and blessings which Hie Rabbi 
poured fourth with passionate emphasis, ill Hin flowery 
language of the Oriental, aud io re-turn, alter ibis, epi- 
sode, to the matter in hand. SadoG was too agitated to 
OO&fahnie to act as spokesman, therefore =»« obi man, 
Banieh Ben Jonns by name, took his iilace; lie finally 
succeeilfjd in persuading the Legate to ©anient himself 
with the sum of twenty-live talents, and the deputation 
withdrew from the palace. 

Lucius also retired, but not before he had made the 
Legate, who was in the best of humors, promise to corn- 
pel Florns to pay the DeonrlOD Marlins and his com- 
rades the twenty thousand acstertii due to (hem. 



CHAPTER 29. 
A Reunion. 

Bupole.tnOS Ihe chamberlain overwhelmed Lucius with 
congratulations upon li is promotion as Iip conducted him 
lo (.he apartment allotted him. It consisted of a suite of 
three rooms, all elegantly furnished, the windows com- 
manding a hue view of the MB< The promised suit Of 
armor was ;iln*idy there ; ii splendid I'liirasa, the hrcast- 
plale of which represeiilcd the conflict of Petides and 
Ilertor in embossed work, and a uiaguifieent helmet, 
ornamented with the figure of the Roman wolf. Lucius 

wum must delighted with tho sword, whoso glittering 

blade l*ore Hie name of Hephaistos, the famons armorer 
of Alexandria; tho hilt was of ivory, inlaid with gold. 

"I shall hardly dare to exhibit myself to my com- 
rades in this equipment, (hey will be so envious of me. 
His really worthy of au emperor!" Lucius said, pleased 
and prowl of his new acquisition. "tf» it prove a 
good augury," the smooth-tongued Asiatic; rejoined. 
"My royal mistress thinks (he most handsome armor 
befits (lie most handsome warrior." 

The chamberlain then plueed the services of a slave 
at Lucius' disposal, ami ho wed himself out, after Inform- 
ing (lie tribune that the Queen wished to sco the boy of 
whom he had given BO interesting sinaeeoiant. So Lucius 

despatched a messenger to Martins bidding him bring 

his two fellow-travellers to him Without delay. 

Glad to- have a few moments to himself, he seated 
himself at the open window and looked ont over the 
busy harbor below, mid the enlm sea beyond. He des- 
cried a white sail gliding over the waves in a westerly 
direction, towards Greece or Italy. With it his thoughts 
travelled to the city of the seven hills on the banks of 
the yellow Tiber, to tho unassuming but Ming little 
botise in Ihe garden on tho Appian Way where were his 
dear mother ami sister. How delighted lie wonUI be to 
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see them again, to present himself in his new dignity of 
tribune, charged with an Important commission which 
might easily lead to higher honors. In the vivid colore 
Of affection he depicted to hiuiM-lf the joy of meeting 
again, and thanked the tatm that bod oast his lines in 
Biu-h pleasant places. Lying at anchor in I Im harbor uo 
saw the Htately triremo wiih the figurrheud of Castor 
and Pollux, which was shortly lo bear him to Urn coasts 
ol hia native land. Almost nnconseioiihly he murmured 
the lilies of Horace: 

Sic tc diva pot*ns Cypri, 

Sic fritties Helvnne, lucidu sidrru.') 

Tlien suddenly, while the divmilicn of t In* boatheB 

Olympus took their accustomed form to bin mind's vyi; 

the image of the (horn crowned eouiilciwiircoii which lie 

ha^l, standing by Thamar's wide, (raxed wilb such drcp 

emotion only a day or two previously, prCBflated MkHI 

before the menial vision oE Ibis man, whose In-url was 
filled with thoughts of ambition. "Were all the deities 
whom he had from his ehildhocid l'»n taught to adore, 
of whom the poets had sung;, to vanish like phantoms of 
hell before the face of this sorrowful, this crucified <!otlt 
He felt that, in fact, they could have no place beside 
One who proposed suffering and sol f -denial t« Ufa fol- 
lowers in the place of sensual gratifications. But this 
idea "was repellent to faifl proud nature. 

What, should prevent him from revering' Ihem jis 
symbols of heanty, of nature, of civil power, and paying 
tiiem as such the customary homage, while the true 
worship of his innermost soul was given to the sublime 
and supreme Being, the one true and living God, whom 
Busebius had made known to him f The voice or con- 
science did indeed whisper lo him the Inst and great 
commandment: IamtbcfjOnl thyCJod ; thou filial t have 
no strange gods beside inc. But he sought lo stifle this 
voice and to effect » compromise. The satirical remark 
of Poniponins Fnpilio when be abstained from casting 
incense as was usual, on the altar of Jupiter Capitolinns, 
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May Cyprus' mighty goddess o'er thy course preside 

And Helen's brctli rcn twain, bright orba, thy loot steps guide. 
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and -till more the Legate's assertion that he wonld not 
send n Christian to Rome, ranjr in hi* ears. He said to 
liinisell that he was not a Christian an yet, that the code 
of Christianity was not binding upon him. For the 
matter of that, he determined to avoid sacrificing to the 
goils AS far as lie could, or to do so as a mere empty 
form, not as an act of -worship. A t all events, he said to 
himself, f will not let a thing of such slight, importance 
mar th« happiness or a joyous reunion with those I lave, 
much less shall 1 allow it to stand in my way, and pre- 
vent nits from attaining the high military rank to which 
I aspire. I should be a fool if I did that. Besides, a 
man's first duly is to obey the dictates of reason." 

Such were the sophisms wherewith ambition sought 
to stitie the roice of conscience in Lucius' heart. II is 
mind wjis not however set at rest, sad consequently he 

was not at nit sorry when Panlinus entered with Benja- 
min, and the merry little boy began to tell him about 
all he had already seen in the town. The decurion 
Marlins, with whom lie had struck up a friendship, had 
even taken him flown to theharltor, and he had seen the 
sea for the first, time, It was just what he had fancied 
it to he, he said, only he had not seen any large wares 
or great fishes. llowonhl like to have seen the whale 
that swallowed Jonas. Bob Martina who had never 
heard lltcslory, told him that such monsters of the deep 
were far out m\ w:i, and did not come rear tho land. 
That could not however he true or how could the great 
fish have voinih'd Jonas on the dry land? A Bailor with 
whom he had made friends, promised to take him ont 
to sea, hut Panlinus wouhl not hear of that, nor would 
he Kive him permission to go to the amphitheatre with 
Mart ius on the morrow, when there was to he a fight, of 
gladiators, l'niiliuus had said those combats wore sin- 
ful, and no fit Bight for him. Was that true! the boy 
Meed la conclusion. 

"Yes, qnito trne, my little friend," Lnci is answered, 
"Ensehius would tell yon the same. Resides, you must 
not go abont with people of whom yon know nothing, 
The sailor might have taken you over the sea to Egypt, 
and sold you for a slave." 
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"That would not have been BWh a bad thin*. It is. 
what happened to Joseph, and afterwards ho became the 
chief man in Egypt alter the king. I might have done 
the BHD4i Then I should have Bent for yon, atid Tha- 
luar, and PauliniiH and Marlins. Thaniar should have 

been Queen, you the General, anil I'siiiliims High-Priest. 
What do yoa say to tbatt" 

"Arid your father, would .von not have sent tor himt" 

"Poor Father! Why, yon lutOV be has Ix-eu dead a 
long time. lie is now ici Abraham's bosom. " 

"Sometimes one who WAS thought to Ik; dead has 
proved to be still alive. Today 1 met a man very like 
your father — " 

"Do yon think it. was really my talherf Oh, il 
Thaniar knew thai! Yea, yes, it wan Father. I see il in 
your face. Tell me, when is he n»«T" 

"Yoa must have patience. Ha will com* here nfler 

sunset, and look, already the sini nearly toiirhcs the 
water. Go into the next room ami watch tbo people 

who como ia at the palace gafo Perhaps yoa will see 

him coming and then you can tell us." 

The boy wim delighted; lie ran to the window that 

looked on to the street, and eagerly scanned every 

figure that passed. 

Meanwhile Panlinus told Lucius that Rnsebins had 
hali-expected that the child would meet with his father 
in Caesarea, if the latter had been aide to effect his 
escape out of Jerusalem. "I only hope his soul may not 
suffer by it," the young man said with somewhat sad 
accents. "But," he added, "ft was Impossible to keep 
him concealed in the city. Besides TCusebius thinks Unit 
perhaps the seed sown in Rabid Sadoe's soul may yet 
spring np. That may be the cane, now that tho cloud <»f 
suspicion and mistrust Which made him leave the Dea- 
con's house so hastily is dispelled. Ami all at home 
will prftj for the hoy." 

At that moment Benjamin burst in lo the room, cry- 
logout: "Do come And look! I think It must be Father, 
Only he has a long grey beard, and is thinner than 

Father ever was." 

"I do not doubt it is he," the tribune replied. "Sick- 
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MOB and anxiety about you and yonr slistcr have pre- 
maturely aged him. Wait here till h© comes. Paulinas 
.iii' I 1 will go into the other room, so that you may have 
1 j ini all to yourself, and tall ham everylliiiig." 

But the child could not wait till his father eanie in, 
he dusked down the slairs into the atrium ami threw 
himsclt into his arms. Drusllla, wlio happened to be 
parsing;, was a. wit ocas of the joyful meeting, and sulbse- 
* i : i . l j i Is- told her sister that the llabbi was so overcome 
that he had to lean against oho of the marble pillars for 
support, nnd the tears ran down his cheeks as he kept 
repeating: "My child, my son, my Benjamin." 

Presently Iiotli father a nil son were seated in the 
tribune's cliamber, anil when (he (Inst outlmrst of delight 

wW over, Benjamin poured out all the talo of his ailvon- 

tares, interrupted from time to time by questions from 
the llabbi. Sadoe learnt from his lips the confirmation 
of the contract between Ben Caiapbsis and the brigand 
Bcntiioras. "The rascals wanted to take ray life and 
my property, and I owe the pvuaoiraifan of both in a 
great measure to that generous young Horn an," he said 
In hiinsi If. When lirujaiiitn told him uhont Caiaphaa. 
bci ng mad, and how in biis ravings he attested tiio inno- 
oenee of Christ and Intro witness to His wsnTrection, he 
questioned the child closely, and could not belp reluct- 
antly acknowledging that the Na/-irito was a great 
prophet, and peruana the precursor of Hie Messiah. 

"lie nmst have been a jnst man, and wo will not 
revile him any more,'* tin; Kabbi said, '-But he cannot 
nave (Men the Messiah, because our nation to tins day, 
thirty years ufler his death, Rlill groans beneath tha 
yoke ol Rome, whereas the Daughter Of Siou ought to 
be the Queen Of all nations." 

"lie must have been the Messiah, father, because 
He said bo Himself, and a just man doeB not lie," the 
boy rejoined. 

The llabbi did not know how to answer this simple 
remark. Bnfc his natural ohstinney anno to Iris. aid. 
"Ton understand notliiug about such matters — go on 
with your story, cliild," be raid. 

Benjamin next told all about the arrest of the Cen- 
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tarion and how he ami Tliaroar released him from cap- 
tivity. "She is in love with (hut man, there Is no doubt 
Of that," the Rabbi muttered under his breath, "and 
she shall marry him il lie will consent to ■embrace the 
Jewish faith. What should binder him 1 Thousands of 
well-born Itomans ha-vo Iwcome prowlybOB to our creed." 
And -on hearing of Tharaar'8 accident and the great 
kindness she had met with la Paulina's house, he added: 
«Ye», I must ask pardon of Xlcanor and KiiHfliiiiM, they 
acted nobly. If only they did tint, worship idols! but 
tell mo, my boy, the end of it will be that they have 
made NantiteB of Thamar and yon !» 

"Thainar believes that Jesus «1 Nazareth was the Son 
of Ouel, the Messiah, and ho do I," Benjamin replied. 

"How unfortunate! lint I really cannot be Angry 
with yon, I very nearly Ml Into Bta HMffe liiywlf. Hut 
now that yon are in my bunds, I Shall soon drive theno 
foolish ideas out of your little head. And my sensible 
Tliamar! Would that she wore here wiih me! We must 
get her out ot Jerusalem , ev en though i t should cost me 
the lmir of my goods. Now where is the noble Boman, 

to whom I am" deeply indebted t" 

"In there, -with Paulinus," Benjamin answered, 
leading the way into the adjoining chamber. Then the 
Rabbi agiun prostrated himself l>eforo tlio tribune, and 
kissed the hem of his garmeut, expressing his gratitude 
in the elegant, poetic language which flows so readily, 
80 copiously from the lips of an Oriental, and wbirh In 
the Rabbi's case, undoubtedly came from the heart. 
After thanking Paulinos also, Sadoc drew "Lncins aside, 
and said: 

"I owe to yon my life, my property, the honor el my 
daughter and the freedom ot my son. What «an I offer 
y-ou in return for such benefltef I snow but one thing, 
One Jewel with the possession of which yon may think 
yourself repaid. The Wise Man says that fine gold and 

precious stones, nay all that he hath, are as nothing to 

a man in comparison with his love. Well, 1 am willing 
lo take you as my son, and give my daughter to you, 
|oK>-tlier with a princely dowry, on one condition, that you 

conform to our religion, as so many heathen have done." 
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■"You offer mo -what is most dear and precious, to yoa, 
ami nccordiug to your views, the stipulation you make 
i8 one which would be a blessing to me," Lucius replied. 
l 'I cannot however accept yoar offer, deeply as 1 admire 
and esteem your daughter." 

"Very probably you are prejudiced against the rite 
ol circumcision, and shrink from the obliffation of ob- 
serving the whole law of Moses. But only "proselytes 
of justice" are pledged to that. I should be quite sutis- 
fiedl if you became- wliat is called a "proselyte of the 
gale" one that is, who has abjured every kiud of idola- 
trous worship Ua adorea the one true God." 

"If I altered my creed at all, I should become a 
Christian. Your daughter too, intends changing her 
religion for that of the Christians, which, as far as I 
understand it, appears to be a completion of the Jew ish. 
Some time hence t may perhaps ask for your daughter's 
hand, but this is not a time for Hie exchange of lover's 
vows. My dnty calls me to Home, and I know not 
whether 1 shall ever return, to Palestine. But your 
daughter is in groat peril so long as she remains in 
Jerusalem. What will become of her when the city is 
given over to the devouring flames, as there is little 
doubt it will be, not only because of the exasperation, 
felt by the Roman n, hut because of tlio terrible portents 
Unit W4 seen in the hravens." 

"You are rigid , roj first duty is fco secure the safety 
of my poorTliiimar,'"' tiro Babul rejoined. "But how 
am [to do tidal In Jerusalem a reign of terror prevails. 
They have, elected aConiscil of war, of which the most 
desperate aud bloody-minded men are members, they 
have overthrown the authority of the old aristocratic 
families out of whom the priesls used to be chosen, and 
loW are cast to decide who among the Mill of Ijevi shall 
be raised to the priesthood. The lot fell upon Phaoniafl, 
a most ignoble and unworthy person, utterly iguomnb 
and unlettered. They forced the office upon him, and 
he now sit* on the sent of Moses, as the successor of the 
high-priest Aaron. 1 ) Whoever is husimwKmI of disap- 
proving these ungodly proceedings is ruthlessly behcad- 
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ed. Joseph BmafaBl ' M, Who >'«>' **©* was spokesman 
When tlio charges were brought against the Procurator, 
and who on that account is very popular, was made 
Governor of both the Galileos, to remove him out of the 
reach of the » Sanhedrim. ll« mnto all ttiis to 08, 
for ho is a man who always blew hot and cold, and he 
hopes under favorable eircuiiisluiin-* In make his peace 
wilh the Itomaim. 1 am known in Jerusalem as being 
friendly to Uie Komans, and for that reason should be 
arrualcd at the gates ot the City, and condemned to death 
by Bleaaar. If yon could indue.* your young friend 
then to venture back to the city ami bring my daughter 
to mo, as soou as she is able to undertake die journey, 
I swear by tlie God of my fathers, he should be royally 
rewarded!" 

Paulinus was called in to hear the Hah hi s proposal. 
Bnt heexpluiued that obedience rwioirefl him to aeteofl 
for Koine by the next Teasel, and no ofXor or money 
could Induce him ta negtoGfe hta bonnuen floty. He 

would however put the ItalM in communication with 
BasebiuB, and he would doubtless cuiilriv« some means 

Of getting Thninur out or the cily, When lie heard that 
her father was found, and her Injured foot again allowed 

her to travel. 

Ralilii Sadoc wan obliged to content himself witn tins 
prospect. Benjamin gallantly offered to go back alone 
to Jerusalem, and fetch his deter. "I should slip in 
through thft gate when some caravan was pawing in, 
mid never fear bnt that I would tsike good care Kteazar 
did not catch me. A ad once there, Bnsebinft would lie 
so kind as to let mo and Thamar down in a baskot over 
the wall. Nothing would be easier.'* So the boy said, 
but the Rabbi thought otherwise, and dctermiued to look 
elsewhere for the assistance ho needed. 



CHAPTER 30. 
In the Sybil's Cave. 
One evenlnp, shortly after the incidents relate*! above, 

Berenice invited Hie Legate ami rim principal officers to 

a banquet, given in honor of J-mcius' rescue and Lis pro- 
motion: to Ihn rank of tribune. 

The triclinium, or baiiquntinj^-hnll, was gorgeonsly 
decorated. Bronze statues supported gilt candelabra, 
which, filled with fragrant oil, diffused a soft, mellow 
light throughout the spacious apartment. Garland 8 of 
flowers and fruit hung- in festoons from pillar to pillar; 
costly tapestries and curtains, in artistically arranged 
folds hung from window to floor; but the chief ornament 
or the liall was a wall-painting in mosaic, representing 
a banqnet of the Olympian gods, to whom Ganvmedo 
and the Graces offered nectar and nmliro^fa. 

"Unfortunately I am only aid* to provide terrestrial 
aliment* for my guests," naid Hereniee, m pIio entered 
the hall with DnisiHa. and approached the group gath- 
ered iu front ot the masterpiece «f Kalian mosaic-work. 

"From your hand | hey will taste more delicious (ban 

the nector of the Rods," Papilio remarked with some- 
what fulsome flattery. Berenice answered with a scorn- 
ful RhmiH', ftOd tamed to I.ncins Flavns, presenting the 
newly •created tribune to the assembled company as her 
especial favorite. 

Eupolcnios showed the guests to (heir places at each 
of the three tables. Tho men reclined on cushions sup- 
porting themselves ori their left elbow, while (he ladies 
Silt upright. At the centre table the Legate filled the 
plate of honor; next to him Ludns was seated, inclose 

proximity to Berenice, who was on tin- other side of tin- 
horseshoe shaped (able. The place assigned to the 
Tribune was one generally given to Papilio, who from 
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his seat at one of the Bide (allies cast many a jealous 
look at his more favored rival. 

Slaves elegantly attired now entered, distributing 
wreaths of freshly -gathered rows to tin' guests. Bere- 
nice selected one of special beauty Which she placed 
with her own hand on Lucius' blond locks. Servants 
then filled the golden RolnVls with ilia wine they carried 
in largo pitchers, and GaUna n»e t» make a libation to 
Baachns. Pupil io waU'hed to see whether Lucius, would 
observe this heathen custom; he did no, hut in a very 
ungracious manlier. 

The conversation naturally turned upon Jerusalem. 
Lucius was called upon to delate hi* adveiitilreH, and 
Berenice contrived, by the questions she put U> him, to 
Bhow all his actions in the most favorable light. He 
COllIU UOt help Tendering why the rnyul lady singled 
biua out for such marked attentions. Hut he would have 
been more than huiiiim if, devoid u* he «aa or super- 
natural grace, he had not felt flattered by the not ire of a 
beautiful and ambitions woman. He gazed with ever 
Increasing admiration on her regal charms, and the im- 
ago of the pure and pious Thamrti' faded rapidly out of 
his mind, as it obliterated by some malign spell. 

"Yon wonder perhaps why I am bo friendly towards 
you," Berenice whispered to him when the attention ol 
the company was turned tor a few moments in another 
direction. "It is beeanse fate, W I will prove to you, 
has in store a high destiny for both Of na, one too which 
will bring us into close proximity. Shortly before I 
made your acquaintance, I consulted an Egyptian Sybil, 
who is deeply initiated in the magic arts, concerning my 
fnture; she show oil me a figure Which r will mako her 
show to vou also, this very day. She lives fill Criesnrea, 
I have told her that I would come to her at midnight; 
yon m ust accompany me." 

Singers and musicians now entered, and -sang hymns 
in praise of wine ami mirth ami the free enjoyment of 
all that this brief life offers. Several of the guests who 
had drunk deeplv, Joined in the well-known choruses of 

the Greek songs, not always with a very steady voice, 

and Anally Shoaled hastily the Hues of Horace: 
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Nunc e»t bibenduin, nunc pede libcro 
Pnlsauda tellns. 1 ) 

Now Gil the cup?, and lightly trend 
Tbe graceful winzes o( the <lniice. 

Lesbian dancing girls nest made (heir appearance, 
and performed a round dance, during which they ten- 
dered fresh wreaths to thu drinkers. One more comw- 
tatlo, or toast, was to crown and conclude the festive 
me-al. Lucius was to be proclaimed king of the evening, 
but he excised himself from accepting tlii.s honor ou the 
pica oi extreme fatigue, as lie had had no sleep for 
several nights. He therefore rose and followed the 
Princess out of the hull. 

"Apparently he prefers Cytherea to Bacchus," Pom- 
poniUft Papilio celled after him, and the witticism, poor 
as it was, was greeted with a burst of laughter. 

Two litters stood ready in the atrium: these Berenice 
and Lucius entered after they had wrapped a dark 
mantle over their festal garments. 

Berenice a-sked Drusilla if she would not go with 
thorn ; on her declining to do so, the Qiieon made a sign 
to the slaves, nml -iff they went at a quick pace through 
a labyrinth of narrow streets, tn a remote quarter of 
the. town they stopped before a house which stood alone, 
surround.,! by a wall. The gates mysteriously opened 
of their own accord apparently, as soon ns Eupoleiuos 
clapp.il his hums and mentioned bis mistress' name. 
Tin- chamberlain together with Klpis the maid remained 
in the garden; Hid latter trembled in every limb and 
assured her Companion that she should die of fear if she 
were forced to BDter the dwelling where intercourse with 

evil spirits, went on. 

In fact Oiroe the enchantress had surrounded herself 
with sufficient horrors te inspire the most vuloronn or 
her nocturnal visitants with alarm. .SoarcWvhad Lucius 
and Berenice crossed the gloomy threshold, when two 
Nubians or gigantic stature, and black as night, started 
up as if out of the ground. They carried torches which 
flickered strangely, and casta weird, bluish light on the 

') Horat. Carts. I, 37. 
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singular figures in the hall . giving them nl most a 1 ife-like 
appearance. The heads of tho figures which were those 
of births or animals '<'nied lo turn towards the new- 
comers, aud their eyes sparkled with a red or green 
light- dvertwtt diif Lucius muttered, while Berenice 
involuntarily pat her band through his arm uud pressed 
closer to him. 

Preceded by their swaxthy guide-*, they passed be- 
neath si curtain uplifted to allow of their ingress, aud 

descended a flight of steps. On either side si I tripods 

on which burnt brimstone-colored tlames the asphyxiat- 
ing fames seeming to sink rulher than rise on the heavy 
air. "They bnrn for Mie gods of the, inferno, not for the 
Olympiads," Berenice whispered. 

Presently a low door was reached, (Won? which two 
snakes, hissing ominously, darted their forked tongues 
at them. Lucius hesitated to proceed, hut the Nubians 
held their torches up to the venomous creatures aud 
they retreated into a hole in the wall, and stooping low, 
the visitors pnsscrj under the archway. At a blow from 
the ibis-headed Mail cue of the Nubians carried, the 
door, groaning on its hinges, slowly opened, revealing 
a dimly-lighted hall, in which pale flames seemed to 
dartalniut like will 'o the wisps. 

Prom the far end, oat of the darkness a voice cried : 
"Enter, Daughter of the great Herod, of him who now 
sits at the tattle of the gods." Bat as Itereidce, grasp' 
ing; the tribune's baud, was iu the act of obeying this 
invitation, two black dogf* flew forward, barking hoarse- 
ly. Berenice screamed with terror, aud Lucius drew 
his sword U> protect her. However the same voice that 
had spoken before hade the fierce BBlDfllfl he quiet, 
and th-ey fell back growling angrily, while Berenice and 
her companion entered the hall, the door of which closed 
behind thorn. 

A ptrange, wild music rose and fell on the air in 
mournful cadenceH as the Nubians conducted the visitors 
to seals, supported by three feet, the hones of some 
gigantic animal. The servants then disappeared as 
suddenly as they had appeared. 

"Are you prepared I© be initiated into the great 
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mysteries which the powers of the infernal regions, 
reluctantly it is true, and only in obedience Io one 
mightier tlmn themselves, reveal to mortals f The lion r 
is well chosen, the moon ami the earth are in conjunction 
mill the. heavens sire favorable. l>o not stir from your 
seats, whatever happens!" 

A blue flame Started up, disclosing a woman, sauted 
on aeroeodile, winch appealed to move lazily im n basin 
shut in by blocks, of lava. The woman extended her 
thin arms, and shook her heavy locks, confined l>y n 
fleqK-iiUlmt was cutwiucd round her head, ou Io her bony 
shoulders. Tli en rising, she gathered round lier Iter black 
robe, held in at the waist by a broad girdle adorned with 
cabalistic- nigns, and setting her bare foot on the croco- 
dile's bead, lopped to tho ground. After tracing a circle 
with her sceptre round her visitors which sparkled with 
phosphorescent light, she returned to her former seat. 

The incantation now began. Singing softly, and de- 
scribing all manner of curves and figures in (he air villa 
her magic wand, she called on all the gods of Egypt by 
name. The mysterious mnsic; was ngiiin heard, it seemed 
to coinc from the bowels of the earth, gradually coming 
nearer. "They are approaching," the witch extilaimed. 
"Come hither, thou who widest the future ; come hither, 

thmi who dosl weigh the lule of mortals in tliy balance; 
conn- hither, OlcrrilnV one, whose name I dare not nttert 
Tell the daughter of Hie great, lb-rod what yon have in 
store for her, the fate yon have measured out for her, 
apportioned to her." 

Then a n-d light blazed up, a curtain was drawn, 
disclosing seven cauldrons, whence arose a dense vapor, 
a sweet, intoxicating perfume. As (he fumes dispersed^ 
a form was visible bearing a striking rc-Jcimhhineo to 
Berenice, in regat garments but "without a crown. 
Berenice uttered a> low cry, and gazing eagerly at the 
phantom figure, grasped the tribune's arm, inquiring: 
"Who isthatt" 

"If is you, my Queen, as sure as I tsifc here," Lucius 
answered. 

"Silence! Yon will scare away the nameless ones! 
See, already jealous clouds shroud the view of the 
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future!" cried Circe; and in faot the amoke rose up 
again like a veil around the queenly figure. 

•'Produce ib again I You shall l>e paid twice, thrice 
your fee!" Berenice said in acwnttt of entreaty. 

■"It shall bo as you wish, but, lie ware how you again 
disturb the spirits!" The witch began 1u-r iurantationB 
anew, the amoke like veil divided and Berenice's image 
Wtt again discernible. But this time she Waft not alone. 
A man, a soldier wearing Komaii armor stood opposite 
her. A thrill of horror ran tliroiigh l.m-ius, as be 
recognized himself. It was Uis figure, his Ix-aring, and 
even the embossed work on the breastplate was the same 
as that of the one which Berenice bad given him. Hut 
the laurel wreath of the conquerors decked the glittering 
helmet, and from the shoulders or the phantom form 
hung a mantle ot imperial purple. And the wraith — 
for by what other name could the iipparit ion lie rallied— 
held out to Berenice a gh-aming GOrouct. The features 
of the apparition I.ueius t-oahl not however clearly dis- 
cern, as the countenance was tamed away, looking 
towards the background, where the city of Jerusalem 
niiKl't lw »CCii t enveloped in flames. 

Again the queen laid her baud on Lucius' arm and 
pointed triumphantly to the phantom figures, aa if to 
say: Who are those "but yon and 11 But the tribune., no 
longer master of himself, called to the witch : "But now 
show me his face!" A lightning flash, a clap of thunder 
followed; the flames were extinguished and a peal of 
Satanic laughter was heard. 

"Again the spell is broken," Circe cried. "All is 
at au end now ; I cannot venture again to conjnrc up the 
spirits. We should be made to feel their vengeance." 

"At least call up my ancestor, Herod ihollrcat!"' 
BerenLceeutreated. "I have not yet received the diadem 
that the noble Bomtt held out t« me. He numb tell me 
whether it will ever be mine." 

"The Immortals do not always know the future, nor 

are they always inclined to rcv*al -what they know to 

mortals'. Moreover I warn yon that your grandfather 

may appear under a different form to what you expect." 

BOTcnice repented her entreaty, and the magician 
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continued: "ft shall be as you wish. The lime is not yet 
post!, 1 will make the attempt. But do not blame me if 
i lie ghost of your grandfather alarms you." 

Once more the inyslerions music recommenced, and 
fho dancing flames reappeared. A huge horned owl 
screeched, and slowly flying over the heads of the two 
visitors, who sat in strained expectancy, alighted on the 
shoulders of tho witch. In the place of the cauldrous a 
black Teasel ou a tripotl, surrounded by sulphurous 
lhunes occupied the centre of the ihige; from it rose 
nerhl stupefying fumes with occasional puffs of whito 
smoke. The enchantress recommenced her incantations,! 
a formula of strange KgypUnn words, uttered in loud, 
shrill accents, as the music grew louder and more rapid 
in tuct. Suddenly n cry was heard, the music censed, 
and a figure appeared, encircled by flames "and smoke, 
broad-shouldered bat bent, wearing a mantle of fire aud 
a crown glowing like the white heat of a furnace. 

Berenice stifled aery of terror, and the apparition 
spoke as follows : "Who calls me from my throne, from 
the realms where I shall reign eternally T" 

The witch replied: "Tho daughter of thy great 
grandson, the illustrious Queen Berenice," 

"Then to her, and not to thee will I speak," the 
phantom went on. "Berenice, thou art the last scion of 
ins race, to Ihea I look with hope to sustain the honor 

of our house, Hope, do I say! That word has no longer 
si place in our vocabulary. Thy father deserved tho 
name of a prince, but lliy brother is a fool, a truckler to 

the RomailS* And thy sister — neither one thing nor the 
other! I hit thou hast thy ancestor's blood in thy veins. 
Wh:it wonldsttlum knuwl" 

"Whether fnlc destines the imperial crown for my 
brow," Berenice answered. 

"Seize it, hold it fast! Courage and craft rule the 
vorld. Tlicre was. one who came aud wanted to dispo- 
sess me of my crown. He was bom in Bethlehem. But 
I held it I.:--". - 1 111 1 now I shall wear the diadem to all 
eternity. Dost thou see how it glows and glistens! Hast 
ilion ever seen an earthly crown emit so intense a light? 
It will deck this brow for ever and ever. And if thou 
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werfctoseomy throne! The briHinm* of earthly fire is 
a feeble gliminer ia comparison wilt" it- Bel« what thou 
canst, hold it fast. Be a worthy descendant of thy royal 
race, and before long thou wilt experience the BOrt of 
happiness it brings to have ruled on earth for a few 
miserable years. Now fare Uice well, my time is up; 
I must return to ray throne of hie, ami join the assembly 

of the rulers o! the world. " 

The apparition began to fade away, the incandescent 
crown being the last to vanish from Bight, licrenice 
cried aloud: "Grandfather, 1 will follow thee!" 

But the phanloin disappeared with A Mitt* hniRh. 
The music ceased; Ihe owl flew away with ft mocking 
scream. The two Nubians Started up from the ground, 
ami conducted the vwitun* by tin- way they bad oome to 
the hall where Stood the WtatOBB "f the Huh- headed 
Egyptian deities with pleiimiiig eyee. 

Then the enchantress matin*, forward out of nn adjoin- 
ing apartment, and invited them to enter and restawliilc 
after the excitement ami agitation of the past hour. She 
Offered them grapes, wine and other dainties, but noth- 
ing would have induced either Lucius or Berenice to 
partake of them. The latter however expressed her 
wi sh to know what tli e apparitions predicted. 

"How strange mortals are," said Cure sorrowfully, 
"they believe what I sav, but mistrust my hospitality! 

Well, daughter of the illustrious Herod, what more 

would you have t The crown of the Roman empire is 
offered to you, aud if I am not deceived, by the hero at 
your side; your ancestor bids you seize it and hold it 
fast! "What more eau vo" desire T I also bid you grasp 
and hold it. All hail t« the fatal* Ruler or tlic great 
Bona a empire and his Iranlum* consort ! ' 

It was near daybreak when the lit tern were set down 
within the palace gates. Sound a Of revelry still Waned 
from the trielininm. and some slnves were seen carrying 
Pompoiiius Papilio to his own house dead drunk. 

"Epkvritteirw ¥<»*«*» muttered liereiuce turning 
awav with a look of disgust. She beckoned to Lucius 
to follow her info » brilliantly lighted room, and said to 
him: "What do you say now, Lucius PlavttBl *>ow yon 
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will understand why I have shown so marked preference 
lor yott above all others ol your uatian. Before I ever 
saw you, before we met for fee. first time here in Caeaa- 
rea, Circe Lad already shown me your image. It was 
yours beyond & doubt, although then, as tonight, I could 
uot see tho countenance oE the apparition quite dearly. 
But your fair locks. Which I never yet saw on any other 
Roman, were d isuernible below the helmet ; besides your 
name was shown to me in Greek characters. Wetwoare 
destined by fate to we;ir the imperial crown of l&ome," 

"I cannot bike in the idea! How is it possible that 
I should ever stretch out my hand to take the sceptre of 
the Caesars t" the tribune answered. 

"With courage* ami emit anything, everything can 
be done, as my ancestor's ghost told us. Nero will not 
live long; lie goes too far and is so frightfully cruel as 
a ruler. Tho last of Julius' race dies with him. Some 
military einjwror will l>e chosen out or the army, you 
will not by the nest occupant of the Imperial throne. 
But. those military rulers fall as quickly as they rise, 
hi the course of two or three years there will have been 

as many wearers ol the purple. Meanwhile see that you 
choose your friends wisely in Koine, and get yourself 
promoted from the rank of tribune, which you are very 
you nt: to hare reached, to that of legate. Ton will have 
no difficulty in making yourself a. favorite with two or 

three legions. Perchance before Bonn you may win the 

WTenth of the successful general, which you saw resting 
on your bmw. Then seize whatever cornea within your 
reach, and hold it fust! And iu the Bush of triumph do 
not forget ISereniee, who pointed out to you the path to 
glory and dominion!" 

The phantoms he had neon, and the words lie now 
heard, which seemed 1=0 demonstrate the possibility of 
realising what those phantoms foreshadowed, had on 
Lucius almost the effect of intoxication. Pride and 
ambition swelled his heart. Hitherto military renown 
and t'ae rank of legate had been the limit of his aspira- 
tions; now the highest goal, the conqueror's triumph, 
and after that tho crown of the world-wide empire sud- 
denly appeared to be within his reach. Nay more, he 
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fett- almost certain or nltaiuintf them. For Lucius was 
tho chitd of a superstitious ago, ami Iwlicvcd implicitly 
in the phantoms that had been conjured np before his 
vision. Tlie only tiling Unit Khovk hi* hiilh, was the 
doubt whether the apparition that took his form, also 
wore his features. And lliis shadow wart dispelled 
Then Berenice assured him that it WO* he, that she had 
besides read his name. It was a cerlaiiily t lion ; the 
wreath of the conqueror, the crowu ol the daesars was 
ultimately destined for him. 

Jlis heart beat high as lie made answer lo the Queen: 
"If ever I hold the imperial crown in my hand, us we 
huve just ami, it shall fleck no other brow than jours, 
Princess, furifc is yon who have pointed out i» me hm 
way to (bis lolly mil. And, by ,1 iipiler, my feet shall 
walk in that way." 

"Here is my hand to our COVonantl" He rrniee ex- 
claimed. "TOO sliall not want means. Oar house is 
still wealthy; ami wo have Mends among the Uoiiiiui 
senators. 1 will give you notes <»r exehauge and letters 
of introduction. How let our destiny \to accomplished, 
the destiny measured ami weighed out. for us two by (lie 
lafees. Swear by the deities of the inferno that you will 
be faithful to mo!" 

The tribune took the solemn oalb that he wonld 
share the throne with noun other than with her. 

As if in a dream Lucius allowed Knpolomos, who 
bad apparently been eavesdropping, to accompany hint 
to his chamber. Gladly would the pood man have heard 
what passed during the visit to the enchantress' cave, 
but LueiiiA dismissal htm, saying ho was Bred and 
desironstorcst. For a long lime be stood gazing out 
at the grey Witters of the fton, ©Tel which the first faint 
light of dawn was breaking. At last he drew (ho heavy 
carta in* and flung hiniM-lf on the 8<iffc cushions of his 
bed. But ho was too heated, t«o excited to sleep. The 
phantom forms lie bad seem-ame and went before his 
eyes, and the remembrance of Herod's ghost terrified 
him. "He did not seem very happy in tlie purple, 
which seemed to burn like fire, nor to wear his lustrous 
crown with mnch pleasure," he mnrwnred to himself. 
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And then at) of a sadden the thorn -crowned head of 
the Saviour, depicted ou Veronica's Teil rose before liim. 
And beside the proud Berenice he fancied ho nhw Tha- 
nmr's form, pure and gentle, fixing- on him her large. 
lustrous eyes with an expression, trustful us that of a 
child. A pang shot through bis heart. But lie turned 

iiiipatieatiy away, Baying: "Itegoiior No crown of 

thorns for me! And the Bubbles daughter, much as I 
love the dear child, is certainly ill- fitted to grace aa 
imperial throne." 



CHAPTER $t. 

The Voyage. 

Rabbi Sadoc had taken a small house near the harbor. 
He had been wleeted to go, Io-HIht with two other Jews 
of position, io Greece, on an embassy «o the Kinperor 
Nero, and for some time lie hesitated whether he had 
not bettor relinquish this project lor Benjamins sake, 
now that the boy had so unexpectedly been rcalon-d 
to him. But his country-men Insisted on the weali iv 
Jew from Antiocb accompanying them, mid he finally 

aerced to do so- Benjamin would dearly hare lucea to 
make the voyage with bin father, but the Bttbbl would 
Dot hear of It, ami ennsigm-d the boy to the; rare of a 
shin-owner of some note in 0*08**60. 

He tried to console the weeping ©MM byaaBUrtiiw 
that the .ship-owner in question, by name Jonas, wo.dd 
look well after him. and he «mld have Iphkoiis and play 
games with the boys of the family. "I hope to be back, 
he said, "before the second or third full nioo-n. mid 
lucau while Tbnwar will be coming to Caesaren. I hnvo 
promised a large sum to a prudent and trusty messenger 
who will fetch her. &> be n good hoy and do not pry, 
but let me see that yon are my own sensible ami obedi- 
ent Benjamin." 

Thus the Rabbi spoke, and Benjamin, finding tears 
and entreaties useless, TU fain fo Hiihmit to Ins lather fl 
will. At last the day came when, witli some other Jews, 
he went down to the harbor to take linnl Itiivo ot the 
travellers. His lather Mused bin forehend and blessed 
hiin once more; then he got into the Mat winch wrh I« 
take him out to the Greek Killing vessel, which lay at 
anchor beside a large Roman trireme ready to shirt. 

When the sails were Spread, and with the ebb of the 
tide the ship glided out of tbe harbor with a favorable 
wind, the Jews waved a last farewell to the departing 
travellers, and then turned to go back to the town. 

(317) 
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Jonas Mic ship-owner, a tall, thin man with a rod beard 
ami aquiline uoae, took Reiijiiiiiin by the hand, saying: 
"Come along, my little man, wo must lie going home." 
lit -ii j ami B begged in bis most suppliant tones, to 
be allowed to remain on tbo licaeh as. long as the ship 
was, visible. Hut Jonas, who though not unkind, was 
not TWJ sympathetic, insisted on I H-iiig obeyed. "The 
Legate and all the Roman officers will Ite coming down 
to the harbor directly, to escort Hie Procurator Floras, 
who is under arrest, to the vessel yonder. May the 

Lord reward him threefold for all the evil he has dour 

to our nation and our holy city. I am not going to- aland 
horn with yon, and expose myself to the raillery of the 
insolent soldiers. So come along.' 1 

"Oh, Panlinns and the Centurion will be going too 
on the trireme," the boy exclaimed, "I really must bid 
them goodbye. Do pray leave me hero!" 

Jonas frowned, and said severely % "I am not accus- 
tomed to give my masons when I tell children what they 
are to do. I made an exception in this case. But I will 
not have you toko leave of a heathen and a Nnzarite. 
So come with mo at once, il we are to keep friends," 

Itenjamin lwing an only son had been somewhat in- 
dulged. ll« was unused to \m spoken to in Unit manner, 
and he Ml it all (he more, Itecansc lie was still smarting 
with the pain of parting from bis father. So be pulled 
bis hand out of his companion's grasp, and crviltff Out: 
"I do not want to l«e friends with you! 1 like Panlinns 
anil tin- Centurion much better Mian I liko yon!'' he 
rushed away from the angry ship-owner. 

The strait-laced, dignified Jonas naturally did not 
attempt to run after the quick-footed boy; besides at 
that very moment the sound of horns and trumpets in 
a street close hy heralded the coming of the Romans. 
So the worthy man made his way homo, not in the most 
placid of tempera, and e&Otl out some of his men to look 
for and bring batik the rnn-away, while he laid a rod 
handy for use. "The Wise man saitli : He that spareta 
the rod hat eth his son, and that little rascal shall feel 
it," he mUWnuNd under his brcafh. 

Meanwhile the cohort had reached the harbor and 
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stood drawn Bgj in a spmi-eirele round a small temple 
dedicated to Neptune, Unit »;us there. The legate, 
accompanied the Tribune ami Tril onius, (lift Prefect Of 
the trireme, ascended the msirhle sleps that led iuto the 
narrow precincts of the temple, In order to scatter incense 
before the image of the ocean-god, and give the Priests 
money fur a daily sacrifice. Prayers were alee offered 
and vowa marie 10 the deities whoso imaye formed the 
figure- head of the vessel. Lucius, who bid a few days 
previously had scarcely been able to bring it over him- 
self to offer incense to Jupiter Capitol bias, now did the 
same as the others as a. matter ol course, for in that 
short period ambition ami lust of power had already 
darkened Ins understanding. 

While tliis religious ceremony was Doing performed, 
Paulinus, who had been offered a five passage by the 
Tribune, remained outside behind (be aoi&low. Me felt 
grieved, and could not understand how it was possible 

that Lucius, who had been so flute* bfl comprehend tlie 

truths of Christianity and who »W their juslice so 
clearly, could join in the. worship of idols. Softly he 
whispered a prayer for his friend: "XjOHt, lay not this 
sin to hia charge, and let not this soul, on whom Thou 
hast bestowed so many noble gifts, wander iu the dark- 
ness of paganism." 

At that momenta hand was laid gently on bis arm, 
and Benjamin's voice was heard to say '-Well Paulinus, 
how grave you look! And yet you are. going on the 
journey to the ureat city wheie the grand palaces are, 
aud yon will sec the wild beasts in the amphitheatre!" 

"Not only see them perhaps, but be toru in pieces 
by them," Paulinus replied. "You know, the Krrmeror 
has already ordered a number «■' Christians to l»e thrown 
to tlie tigers and lions." 

"Is that what makes you sadl Knsebhis said the 
Christians went to dentil joyfully. And now I think 
seriously about it, Paulinus. I would far rather go with 
yon to Itome, at the risk of Iwing killed by the lions, 
tlmii go home tonight to that red -bearded Jonas. For if 
a lion killed me, I eboold go straight to Heaven; but if 
Jonas sends too anpnerleaa to bed, or twills we, as he is 
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quite capable o! doing, his two toys Rcnben and Issaehar 
will laugh at me. How would it bo if I wore to beg Ihe 
handsome Centurion to take me with him to Home!" 

"Think tow alarmed your faiher would be i! on bis 
return from tJrecee he (lid not find yon here. And what 
would your sister say, if the meiweaiger brings her here a 
few days hence f No my dear boy, make amends lor «he 
disobedience of which I perceive yen have been guilty, 
by going back to Jonas and asking liiin to forgive you. ' 

"[shall not go from here ej 1<"'g: as father' 8 ship 
can be seen. Besides I want to see you and the Cen- 
turion off. What is bo doing in that littte house where 
then: ia a horrid naked man with a trident !" 

"He is offering sacrifice — thai is what makes me sad!" 

"Kut he ought not to do that! It is a great sin. 
Euscbius told him bo in the instruction. I shall reprove 
him for it," Benjamin erbil indignantly. 

He was as good M his word. When the officers 
emerged from Neptune's temple and proceeded down to 
the beach where the boats lay, the boy wjiicczed through 
the escort of soldiers, and said to Lucius: "I came to 
shake hands with you before you went. But I will not 
touch your baud now, since with it you have offered 

incense to the idol." 

The Legate and the Captain laughed at this speech, 

the Miliums nf the HtttojeVMBUed Iheiu, but LucillH 
felt embarraHwil. Had he not acted from human respect, 
and did not this child's loyally to liis convictions put 
iii m to ahanwf "Von know, my little Wend, that is 
customary among the Romans <<• sacrifice to the oeean- 
goda before Btarting on a voyage," ha said lo Benjamin. 

"You know it to he a grave sin," the, l»y answered 
wilhout relaxing his countenance. 

■•'Well done!" said Trklonius laughing, "there is a 
Jew all over! He must be made High-priest, if the still- 
necked people still have a temple and an altar in a tow 
years' time." 

•'At any rate, Uttle Eabbi, "we will not part bad 
friends, we "who have always been Bach good friends," 
the Tribune answered. "Give me your band and 
remember me to your fair sister." 
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"Ton are right, one must not refuse to be reconciled. 
Here is my hand. I will give your irwnwgo to Thaniar, 
but I shall not toll her you sacrificed to tho naked 111:111 
with tlie trident, it would vox her so much. Farewell." 
Benjamin shook hands with tlM Tribune, and (hen, 
his arras folded over liis breast, mode 11 low bow to (he 
Legate and the Captain. Then hi* slipped luck to Pan- 
1111118' side ami chattel with him until it wu time to go 
on board, "Owl blew, yon and keep you, the Lord Jesus 
and His holy Mother protect yon," said Paulinus on 
parting. "YOU must keep the law and observe till the 
customs that Jonas aud your father enjoin on yon, tor 
they are ordained by God. But pray Ood every dav to 
bring you to a knowledge ol that perfect law which 
JeAna Christ revealed to ns. and to admit you into His 

church by baptism. Well, I hope yon will kohii lie villi 

Thamar again, then I shall fcnow yon «re sale. May 

your holy Ang-el be over with you I" 

"And may your Angel Imi with you. ilear Paulinas. 
And when yon sen your undo, who can work such won- 
derful miracles, greet him from me, ami tell him I hog 
him to make my father and mister and mo good Chris- 
tians, ami to convert the Centurion. Now go or you 
will Iks lato. Come back soon." 

Sorrowfully (he boy gazed alter the boat that was 
bearing his friends to the ship. Then he looked out to 
8ea>; hi* father's vessel had now dwindled to a, white 
speck 011 the far horizon, i a another minute to disappear 
altogether irom s j K | lt> m Ufi |(O0r Gild's e y„ s „n e ,i tt - itIl 

tears, as with a heavy heart he turned to go to Jon as' 
house, where, as he was well aware, a severe chastise- 
ment awaited him. 

In the interval before starting a somewhat lively 
scene was enacted on board the Ciislor-aiirH'oMtix. The 
last bout had tirooght (ics-siua Floras, whom tlie Legate 
now gave in charge of the Tribune, who. was to bring 
him under arrest to Rome, to answer for his eonrliict 
during hie tenure of office in Palestine before the Prae- 
tor and Senate. 

The Procurator gnashed his teeth with rage. "Ces- 
tiu.sGa.llus!" lie cried, bis voice quivering with anger, 
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"you shall pay dearly for this, and so shnll this young 
poppy who i« to accuse me in your name. Poppaea 
Babloa is vet alive, and ray wi fc has gone out before me; 
alio started aa noon as the tidings of your cowardly 
retreat and your disgraceful defeat reached Cnesarea." 

"I ordered the retreat because. 1 nerwived that the 
troops I had with me were not staffictentl y numerous, (o 
qni'll the insurrection that you bad provoked; a"' 1 **■ 
cauiM: the priesta found terrible, auiruries in Bbeontmila 
of Ihe sacrificial victims, as 1 can prove. Now yon were 
dastardly enough to sacrllice the cohorts in Jerusalem 
intentionally." 

"And prny wlio sacrificed four hundred valiant men 
in the CMOS at ISethoron! Did you not leave them all to 
be massacred, that yon migbt-esoape to Caosarea nilhout 
a scratchl You certainly ran cast nothing in my teeth!" 

"1 was compelled to make the sacrifice, though with 
a Weeding heart, lor the sake of saving the remai nder of 
the army," Callus answered. "Now -when you fled from 
Jerusalem you had nothing to rave hut yourself nnd 
your miserable pelf. But why should I wasle words in 
these mutual recriminations. Yon can state all your 
rensons before the Judges in the Roman forum, nnd 
refill-- all the charges, affirmed on oath., which I have 
given to T.iuius Flaviis. And if there is a spark of 
fustics left in the breasts of the Judges, they will make 
you answer for your doings, with your hearts' blood, in 
spile- of \ 'our attempt Id si iHb*r yourself under a woman's 

gown, 'ivitouiius, Lucius, all yon gentlemen, I wish yon 
a prosperous voyage! May the twin-stars guide yon, 
and the ocean-gods bring the gallant trireme safely into 
the port or Ost is. Farewell!" 

So saying the Legate took eonrteoas leave of ihe 

Officers and £0* into tixe boat that WAS W!li1in t? t0 take 
him buck to land. 

Trironins immediately gar© the order to start. The 
master ol Ihe gulley-shives took his place on the dais at 
the table whereon stood the water-clock, which marked 
the hours for relieving tho oarsmen, and look up the 
mallet wherewith to l>eat time for the slaves on a kind 
of gong. He ran his eye over the ranks of the rowers. 
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who sat, chained to their i ti .1 ■!.-■-. three men to each 
oar, at regular distance* on either side of the ship. 
Their hands rested on the long, heavy oars, slung on 
leather bauds, and with sinister, gloom; Io*>ks, they 
awaited the signal to begin rowing. Then the trumpet 
was lieard, and the master's ham mer fell on the sounding- 
boanl w i II* a. droning noise. At the sumo instiint sixty 
oars dipped imo the water, rising uikI lulling shnullaiic.- 
ousiyin even time, ami Hue Rhip began to move. Aral 

slowly, liicii mote and inure ijtih-kly, like a monster 

fish impelled hy the notion of ils litis. Tlio officers 

Stood together on the deck, ;m<l waved the la.st yi voting 

to their friends on shore. 

"Look," the Captain said, "is thai not Qneeil Bere- 
nice on the roof of Herod's palace, Bending! us her good 
wishes and waving her kerehlel 1 By all ib« goddamn 
of Olympus, I should noi have expected BuahoaudeBeeor 
aion on the part of the proud and liraulKul ]>riimwHl" 

POmpOtttlH I'apilio laughed. "That grin-ting in not 

intended for you or your ship, lint For her darling hero, 
Prince fi>r(uuu(e. ICeliiru the greeting, Tribune, oat 
With your handkerchief!" And while Lucius wen tt© the 
ship's side to return the salutatiou, I'apilio whispered 
to Trftouiu* : "I do not know what these two, the Jew- 
ish princess and tlio Tribune yonder, expeqt from fate, 
but it must be something extraordinary. Enpolemos 
divulged this much to me, that they paid a visit together 
to the Egyptian sorceress, and afterwards swore mutual 
fidelity. We should do well to keep friends with tlia.t 
fellow Lucius Flavus; Circe's oracular sayings are 
mostly to be relied on." 

Gessins Klorus, who waw standing near, ca-ught the 
last words and laughed scornfully. Haying to himself: 
"I wonder whether the enchantress showed hjm the 
dagger I have in readiness for him, if the puppy op- 
poses me in amy way." 

Meanwhile the Castor-and -Pollux sped rapidly on her 
westward course. The strong arms of 11!0 galley-slaves" 
were seconded by an easterly wind, and with well-filled 
sailB the vessel eut through the dancing waves, leaving 
a trail of wliile foam upon the water. The houses of 
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O no e o wa were speedily lost to sight, only Strata's tower, 
from which I ho little town in former days took its name, 
■remained visible. Presently that U>o disappeared, as 
well us the blue Hue of the mountains of Judea, and 
liiuitly the verdaut summit of Curmel. Iu tlie west the 
sun ma sinking below the waves, tinging sea ami sky 
wiili roseate hues. The splendor of the scene wa» not 
without effect even upon the rough mariners; Lucius, 
who for a long time had seen nothing of the beauties of 
nature, was deeply impressed. How great ami glorious 
must the supreme Spirit be, who with a single word 
could call In existence a world Booh as that! The sub- 
lime doctrines concerning the one (its.!, the creator of 
tlie heavens and th& earth, which lie had first of all read 
lu tlie writings of I'hilo tlie Alexandrian, aud subse* 
qncntlv had heard from Kusebiua' lips, recurred forcibly 
to his mind, 

"if Thou dost really exist, most exalted, almighty 
Being, 1 adore Thee. And Thou surely dost exist! If 
in reality Thou dost dlrtct the dcsliuies of men, if Thou 
liast chosen me to do great things, 1 solemnly vow that 
throughout all the Roman empire all men shall hear of 
mid kuow Thee, the our true God. The deities whom 
ire have Worshipped liitherlo are Only the forees of 

created nature, and as such it will be permuted to offer 

then an interior callus, subordinate to Thy service. In 

the person of Apollo, who is. now guiding his fiery 
steeds to the ocean, we shall sec Thy kuii, which sheds 

light nii.l wi-irmtli upon tin- cailli; Neptune represents 
the restless sea, thai links t he bands together and gives 
elouds to fertilize the soil; Jupiter shall impersonate 
the rules Thon bust Ordained for maintaining social 
order; aud the oilier aneient gods, Ht ripped of their 

personality, shall only be regarded ua symbols Of the 
powers, the lienefits twstowed by Thee on mankind. 
Thus the belief in one supreme Deity may be ratted to 
tho belief in a plurality of gods, in which wo differ from 
the Jewish creed, and a universal religion shall be 
established overall the earth, fraught with happiness 
and Messing for the nations." 

Thus Lucius endeavored, to reconcile his conscience 
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and his passions, and ]>er&tiade himself that his rejection 
Of tlic K'iK'hiug of Chi'isliitnily was dictated by reason. 
At that inoinent he noticed Paulinas timidly appronch- 
Ing. Ho beckoned to tin* youth to route to hiiu, and 
with au air of ooi*» !■■■-■. <■: ■ ■• u, motioned hiiu to a seat 
beside him. Then in somewhat liigh'sntimlihg phrases, 
ho justified himself for offorin^ sacrifice to Nepto ae, and 
expounded to the yontb his iiow-langlcd system, which 
was to combine the belief in oae <iod with the worship 
of many cods. Pnulmus listened in silence, till Lucius 
concluded Iris harangue with the words; "I am not ex- 
pounding this For the sake of justifying myself, but for 

yow instruction. What do you think of my philosophy!" 

Paulinus looked at him very gravely, and Bald: "Do 
you really beliove in it yourself!" 

"What, do you tloubl nty sincerity T" exclaimed the 
Tribune with a shade of irritation. 

"You know I iii<-;ih no off"ne«'- Ihit can you possib- 
ly believe in such a system after hearing the doctrines. 
Kusebius tiiugbt, and which your keen Intellect grasped 
bo readily!" 

''Hut you must seethe diEfarOnce. If I sacrifice to 
Jupiter, it is not to the Jupiter of the vulgar crowd, or 
of Our poets and priests;. I do not belie- vo in such a 
being, much less could I revere him as a divinity. I 
should sacrifice to the laws appointed by the true God 
to govern society, aud thus my homage would in reality 
promote the glory of the true God. 1 ' 

'■I see the difference, but the abominable sin of idol- 
atry probably originated in the very way in which you 
propose to suppress it. In old limes men sacrificed to 
the snn, as an act of homage to the Creator of that bene- 
ficient luminary, and they soon forgot the Oentor for 
the creature. Do you suppose that the path of error 
can ever lead to the truth!" 

"Yes, if one follows that path backwards, one will 
arrive at the truth." 

"It would he a long and treacherous path! He who 
said : I am the way, the troth and tlto life, taught us a 
surer way, and you know that way. Besides, what view 
will others take of your actions, when you offer sacrificet 
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In I heir eyes yon will bo paying homage to Jupiter, 
whom you yourself term an adulterer. I should be 
nshiiMGd of such a tiling." Then T.. 1 1 inn-- told hi- com- 
panion ■what the aged lileaznr had answered, in tlio tinio 
«I Hit) Miu-hiilxH-s, when it was suggested that he should 
save his life by un act of hypocrisy. 

Lucius had too much nobility of nature, not to see 
the justice of tiiis rebuke. "Well," he answered, "in 
future I will openly assert in what sense my eultua is 
paid; then uo man ean call 99 a double-dealer." 

"That again would be wrong. How would yon be 
warranted in instituting and offering sacrifioe to (he 
powers of nature, to the benefieieut gilts of God — under 
shapes (no, so sihhorreiitl — sinew God has solemnly sun) 
expressly forbidden such worshdpT He Himself Las 
ordained the service to Iw rendered Iliiu: first under 
types and figures, declared by His servant Moses, after- 
w anls fulfilled and perfected uy His only-begotten Son. 
Would it not lie the height of presumption for man to 
alter what God has instituted for His worship! God for- 
bid that you should !«• guilty of such an act] O my dear 
Lucius, God has endowed you with excellent qualitieR of 
tin- intellect ami the heart; do not profane them by giv- 
ing n« I mission to your arch-enemy, the spirit of pride." 

I'iin linns wi'iit nwiiy, leaving Lucius sorrowful. No 
coni|iromisc was possible, he saw that. KitUer one 
must serve Got! or obey his ruling passion. Once more 
ho seemed to Bee tho lurid glare of the diadem on 
Herod's brow and the crown of (horns on that of the 
Naxarhe. IJcreniee offered him the One, Thauaar the 
other. Again ambition and pride determined his choice. 

Tho voyage was as prosperous as heart could wish, 
In a few days the vessel reached the island of Mellta 
(Malta) then, rounding the southern point of Sicily, 
turned her prow northwards in the direction of the 
motif h of the Tiber. Lucius inleitlionally avoided being 
alone with Panlinus, as the latter observed to his regret. 
Only once, when nt Melita, had he an opportunity of 
talking to him without any one else being present. He 
then told him about his nnele having been shipwrecked 
on that island six years previously, nod tried to turn the 
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conversation to religions subjects. Rut Lupins answered 
evasively, and presently said: *-'I'anliii us, you and I 
view these questions from quite a different standpoint. 
You are a Jew by birth and I am a lioumn, so you think 
as do the Jews, and I as do Hie [tomans, (tort seems to 

take the part of the Ro . for ltoino rules the wurhl, 

whnreaR Jerusalem, is evidonUy doomed to destruction. 
But we will not dispute about this or any other subject, 
nor part iu anything but amily. I ant min-h Indebted to 
you. and your pious in oilier, and I shall l»> pleased to 
offer yon hospitality under my mother's roof." 

"I thank you; I am to take Dp my quartern with 
Flavius- Clemens, but I shall make use* of vour kind 
offer." 

"Flavias Clemens, Vespasian's brother f I have 
always hoard him spoken of an n o,Ueer Bort of fellow. 
Does lie belong Id yours<>etT" 

"Yon will not makfl use of what you beur to his 
disadvantage 1" the youu^ mini replied in evident em- 
barrassment. 

"No, Paulinos, I do not betray wrrets. I am too 

proud to do that. — only the other clay you accused mo of 
pride. HutGessius Klorws swum To "want hi say soiue- 
tiiing to me — excuse me a moment." 

The young Levite moved away, and for the first time 
during the voyage the ex-Procurator accosted his hated 
enemy. It was only too plaiu what nn effort it cost him 
to speak to him. Be spoke first of the exceptionally 
favorable voyage they had had. Lucius answered in 

polite monosyllables. Then Horns coughed nervously 

and said: "I really do not sen what advantage you will 
gain if I am condemned. Could you not manage) to lose 
the papers ■containing the charge* that I lie .lews bring 
against met They are mere trifles, su«h as were 1 romped 
up against my predecessors — If you will do so I swear 
you shall not be the [N>orer for it." 

The Tribune turned away without a single; word. 
Paulinas saw the look of deadly lint red that came into 
Floras' eyes ami he saw too that he drew apt iniurrt from 
the folds of his toga with the Intention of stabbing 
Lueius from behind. Quick as thought lie rushed for- 
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ward ami threw himself between the assassin and his 
viel im, happily in time to torn the blow aside; but the 
enraged Bo man foiled in his sinister design, flung him 
with Mich force against the ship's bulwarks that he was 
completely stunned. Tritonius came up to the assistance 
of tlio Tribune, and between them Floras was soon over- 
powered and bound. Then Lucius tinned (o> the unfor- 
tunate raulinus, and lifting him in his anna carried him 
down, and laid him on his own bed. A slave wtio pos- 
sessed some knowledge or Bflrgai?, being summoned. 
discovered a serious wound on the back or the head. He 
■washed it and applied cooling bandages. At length Pau- 
linas opened his eyes; Lucius was kneeling beside him. 

"You saved my life," he exclaimed with emotion. 
"I was within a hair's breadth of being tlirovu over- 
board with that, rascal** dagger in my heart." 

"It is a small tiling to have saved your life, if I can- 
not rescue your soul from destruction," Puulinus replied. 

The physician thought he was delirious, as to him ho 
appeared to be talking nonsense. But Lucius under- 
stood what he Raid only too well. 

Three days later the ship gaily entered the port of 
Osfiauiiiiil a fanfare of trumpets. The next clay Lucius 
handed bis prisoner over to the Prefect and laid (he 
accusation hcbu-e the Roman Senate. Then he hastened 
to the Apptan Way, whither ho had sent I'milimis 
beforehand in a Utter with tidings of his arrival, to 
greet his mother and sister. 



CHAPTER 32. 
Under the Maternal Roof. 

T-neina, the widow of av Roman Senator, dwelt with 
her daughter Lucilla and a few slaves, Iii a small house 
on the Appian Way, which WW pleasantly situated in a 
fairly large garden, adjoining the gardens of other villas. 

It was winter-time when Lucius returned unexpectedly 

toltonie, and the fine elms that shaded the house in 
Hammer wore leafless; but Iho tall pines, the lofty 
cypresses, besides the dark ivy that mantled the portiro 
and clothed the walk of the house, defied the wintry 
blast. Thus the home of hia childhood, In iglitenod by 
the kindly light of a December huh, presented an attrac- 
tive aspect to Lucius, when, somewhat late In the after- 
noon, having despatched Ids most pressing business, he 
Sprang from hlfl horse at the garden Kate* 

Oarpopliorus the gardener greeted him with a pleas- 
ant smile, and took Iiim horse away to the stables. Anil 
before Lucius had got halfway down the gravel pain 
loading up to the house, his sister ran out to meet bun, 
while her little dog Ilrsulus barked iu joyous welcome. 

"Just look Lucillit, how yon linvo grown! And the 
Graces have tinged your chocks with a- lovely color, 
the Tribune said, as he kissed his pretty sister. 

"Do not talk rubbish about the Graces, Lucius; Iho 
pleasure of seeing you again has brought the color to 
my face. Yon have grown stouter and more manly 

during the past v*-ai\ And what a beautiful GOBI Ol nwU 
you have got! So yon have beeH made Tribune! Hut 
come uow r we must, not keep Mother waiting." 

Bat the little black poodle, indignant that no notice 
was taken of him by hi* old friend, could not. refrain 
from j limping up until he had obtained a kind word and 
a caress; then he bounded off lo the house door, whore 
Lucina was standing to receive her son. The joy off her 
heart shone forth in her eyes, but her ltpa could only 

(35») 
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niter liie words: my Lucius! When she had embraced 
hint tenderly, and scanned him with maternal pride, adje 
led him into the house aud lifted the helmet from his 
curly lookH. "The bum of Syria 1ms tanned your Iirow," 
she said, "but your eyes are still the same. God be 
praised tiiat you hnve come hack to me unspoilt! Hang 
up yuiir s>word and cloak and let me nnbnckle your 
breastplate. How splendid it is! That is not (lie oue 
you used I« wear." 

"No, mother, this was given t-o me by Queen Bere- 
nice. I shall have a great deal to loll you about her. 
Id hKt I have had plenty of adventures during the past 
year." 

"We shall much enjoy bearing of them," his mother 
replied. "But now go mid change your things. You 
will find a new tunic in your room. Lucilla embroidered 
the border. Berenice," she continued in a somewhat 
altered tone, while she fnmbled at the fastenings of the 
armor, "Berenice, I fancy I have hea.nl the name men- 
tioned as that of one of the new order of women, who 
get themselves divorced at their pleasure, and one who 
li:i-. beguiled more than one man. I urn sorry (hat you 
should accept a present from a lads* of that sort." 

"(> mother you judge her too harshly-. Berenice is 

a BOUki minded woman. She was, it is true, separated 
from her ii i ■ I ImsKiud, a regular liurhuriuu. But he is 
dead now, and the most correct Roman matron must 
allow she is free lo dispose of her hand." 

"You must not briug this eastern Princess to this 
house as my daughter-in-law," his mother added with a 
forced rmiile. 

"No chance of that at present," the Tribune replied. 
"Berenice would uot thank you for audi accommodation 
as this modest dwelling affords. But before I go to 
dress, let me inquire alter rny travelling companion. 
He got here safely T" 

"Quite safely. What a nice young fellow he is. 
Yonr letter telling ns that he saved your life was not 
needed to ensure for him a kind reception. 1 sent 
directly tor Galenas the physician ; he hopes to effect a 
cure, as the lad's youth is iu his favor. Just now there 
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is someone "with him who will adm blister a more power- 
ful remedy than any Gulenns may prescribe." 

While Luchia was still speaking, it door opened and 
an old snail of venerable appearance stepped out iuto 
the atrium. He was not above the average height, and 
Ms head, bald with (ho exception ol a few snow -white 
lo<-ks on his brow and temples, was slightly bent. 
Beneath his thick eyebrows (here gleamed a pair of 
bright eyes, which betokened an energy utid strength of 
soul, a Ore, not the plow of passion, bm.:i radlanee temp- 
ered by gentleness and humility. The furrowed cheeks 
told a bale of sorrow and ram. A whorl t-nrly beard of 
silvery whiteness covered the lower part of the face. 

As he entered the venerable obi mini ottered ibe sal- 
utation: "Tlie peace of ibe Lord be wiih you!" 

"And with thy spirit/' Lochia n-spondetl, howiug 

respectfully. 

The words wen; familiar l«> Lucius' ear. lie had 
heard that greeting f, '<"" Basebina' lips, anil Paulina 

used tu make the same response. Then it suddenly 

Strnek liiin that in passing through the hall, lie had 

missed a bronze statue of Diana that used to stand 

there. Was it possible that his mother and sister had 
embraced the faith which lie fought against with nil the 
powers of )i is soul ? 

While these thoughts were passing: rapidly through 
bis mind, Lucius was accosted by the stranger, who 
said : "Peace be with thee also, most valiant Tribune I" 
Then fixing on trim a searching glance, he added gravely: 
"There is a conflict going on in your breast between 
light and darknons. We will pray the Lord of Light to 
make your good Angel prevail. Kay Ho look upon you 
with Hit* gruce, as He once did upon me!" And the old 
man tnrned away quickly, for his eyes were full of tears. 

Lncilla kissed his hum! res|ieclfiilly, and both she 
and her mother conducted him out of the house, As lie 
parted from them in the garden, be said: "I will bring 
themadicinfl of the soul In your patient tonight: see 
that all is made ready. He is the nephew of my greatest 
friend and Brother in Christ, Paul, who for several 
months has been in prison for Christ's sake. I shall 
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send him word that his sister's sod 1b here, and ask him 
to pray for Mb recovery, lor Paul's snpplieal ions when 
h« raises his fettered bands to Heaven, are far more 
powerful than my poor prayers." 

"O Peter, supreme Pastor of Christ's flock," the 
matron exclaimed, "whose petitioiiB shall ava.il more 
than yours t I bctf yon to intercede for my son that he 
way he brought into the fold." 

"The Lord will give him to your tears and prayers. 
His divine heart has never l>cen aide (o withstand a 
mother's entreaties for he r ch ild. Kemeiubox the yo ling 
man at Nairn ; He gave him to his mother. And invoke 
the aid of the Mother of the Lord, then you will be more 
Certain Of being heard." 

Thereupon Peter took leave of Lncfna »ud her 
daughter, making the si^n of the cross over them. Then 
barefoot, with a simple staff in his hand ho wended his 
way to the dwelling of the Senator Pndeiitius. Not one 
of the hand reds who either on foot, on horseback or in 
chariots, thronged, the Appian Way at that time of day, 
ever suspected that the poorly-dad bat vigorous old 
man was the first of the long line of spiritual rulers, 
who BS the Vicegerents of Christ would lay down the 
law in ecclesiastical MiaUers to Rome and (ho whole 
wido world* 

That evening Lucius avoided asking any questions 
which might lend to religious diwinmionN, and whilst 
relating his adventures in Jerusalem he touched very 
lightly on I he milijtH of Thumar and his sojourn in Pau- 
lina's house. They parted for the night earlier than 
usual, for Carina knew her son was fatigued, and she 
bad to make arrangements and secretly prepare for the 
nocturnal visit of the priest. 

Lucius soon fell asleep and never d reamed that short • 
ly after midnig-ht Peter entered tho house. Tlio matron 
Lucius and her daughter received him in the atrium, 
which was lighted np as for a festive occasion, ami 
condueted him into the sick room, where a table stood 
ready, covered with a clean linen cloth and on it two 
gold lamps. The old man placed the gold pyx which 
he most reverently drew from the folds of his toga on 
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the table, (hen lie and all who were preseiit, adored their 
Saviour hidden beneath the euehuiistic. veil. After a 
fervent Act ©f Faith in GhrlsPs presence hi the sacred 
Host, ait Act of Hope and Charity, ho took the Blessed 

Hnerament out of the py* and ad raneed to 'he sick man's 

bedside saying: "The body of Christ" "Amen," Pau- 
ltnus responded, and with touching devotion received 
the mysterious food of tlie soul. 'I'he priest also admin- 
istered Holy Communion t«i Ltifiim nn*l her daughter, 
who had prepared themselves for it, during the foregoing 
hours of the night. For in the days of Utir&eetfctiou the 
faithful used to receive the Bread *»f I lie .strong not ex- 
clusively when they assembled for div ine worship, but 

whenever an opportunity presented MaeU« Peter knelt 
with them in prayer until break of day warned him to 
depart. 

When IiOelUS at length rose, long aucr the sun was 
Up, lie was lint a little natMiislinl hi find l'anlhms sitting 
will* his mother ami sish-r, looking rather pale-, but US 
he declared, quite well again. Ho attributed his Midden 
recovery to the effect ol the potent medicament which 
heli ad received, and Lucius, who was always ready to 
believe In the potency ol good and evil charms, congrat- 
ulated him on his rapid restoration to health. 

Presently, after Faulinw) had withdrawn, Lucius 
said to bis sister: "Look, Lncilla, what a pretty bauble 
I have brought yon from Jerusalem ;" and he handed 
Thamar's costly "necklace to the maiden. 

"Oh what splendid Minion! And what a. magnificent 
clasp! See, Mother, how they shine and glitter!" she 
exclaimed. 

'•I have seldom seen rubies of that size," Lueinasaid 
in no slight surprise. "How ever could you purchase 
Hiielt an oruanient, Of which an empress might l>e proud, 
out of your means? I hope, Lucius, it is not part of a 
soldier's spoil, associated with grief and bloodshedt" 

"No, Mother, 1 would not offer anything to my dear 
sister to which anything but pleasant tncmorics ding. 
Besides, 1 did not buy it. As a matter of fail, it is not 
my sift, bub a present from an innocent Jewish damsel, 
who gave me the trinket expressly for you, Lucilla." 
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Jiulh mother and daughter looked at him open-eyed. 
Lucius laughed and said: **Ot course you uuust needs 
lliink directly I am going to he married! That is the 
first thing that comes into the heads, of you women. 
Well, it miglit perhaps have come W that, but HOW 
then; is no question of snob a thing. Thauuir, who, bv 
the bye, fa really very like yon, Liicilla. only her eyes 
are dark, 1ms gone over to the sect of the Christians, 
Which the J«ws bate us heartily as the Itomana do. I 
daresay I shall hare time this evening- to tell you the 
whole alory. JTow I must go inio the town: and pay the 
most pressing visits. Farewell then, until Hesperus 
lights his to rch once more. ' ' 

The Tribune dressed veiy carefully, before going to 
pay his respects to a whole list of influential personages. 
His mother was sorry to sc»; him go. She begged liim 
at a-ny rate not to accept invitations to the house of 
TipelliDtiK, and others whom alio named, assuring 1dm 
that he would never forgive himself if lie had once been 
in BOafa company. But Tigcllinus was Prefect of the 
Praetorians, the Imperial Guard, and a. special favorite 
of Nero! So I-ueins said in ft general way that fie would 
MM if hO could refuse, and went his way forthwith. 

rho experience* of the nest tow days were very differ- 
end to wliat Lucius iinliripiitcd, In v;iin did lie make 
orgeat cepreaentadona io TigHiiims, to the Consuls, to 
the most iullueiilial ^■ludom, lu tho Prefect and I'raetot 
of the city, in Order thai the proceedings against Gessius 
FlOPOfl might l» instituted at once, so as to set Lucius 
at lihcrly to return to the army in Palestine. It should 
ho done, he was told at tho nest calends; then it wjis 
said there were too many oOier eases to be tried, finally 
Tigellimis informed him that the Emperor had issued 
express orders that the matter was not to be brought 
into Court unlit alter his return from Greece. So the 
weeks and months went by. In the meantime Lucius 
found himself obliged, in view of Mb ambitious designs 
which for the first months Berenice took care to Tccep 
alive by her inflammatory epistles, to repeat his visits to 
his patrons, and he was unable to decline many invita- 
tions to banquets and festivities, where he saw ant] 
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heard much of which he could not have »poken without 
a blush to his mother mid sinter. 

Thus the spring came round and "with it the tidings 
of Zero's approaching return to home. At the same 
time Lucius heard that OeethoB (Julius had fallen into 
disgrace and been deprived of his pool ; mid tliut the 
Bnrpetor had appointed Vespasian, the conqueror of 
Britain, and his son Titus Flavins to tlm commando! 
the forces in Judea, to carry on tho war ami sobj agate 
the Jews. On hearing this, Lucius was doulily anxious 
to return to Palestine, in order to bear anus and gain 
distinction under Rome's greatest general, hut he was 
forced to wait, and drink uort deeply of the bittei 
chalice, the disgust which intercourse with libertines 
BnOnasTJgelliiius awoke in his licilrr nature, without 
giving any sign of his feelings. 

At length Nero entered Jtoino, posing aa * triumph- 
ant lover of the flue arts. Hundred* of gold and silver 
wreaths, the guerdon of liis "divine song,'* bis perform- 
ances on the guitar t which he. the envied rival of Or- 
pheus, had won on tlio stage of every theatre in Greece, 
were borne before him with ostentatious pomp. lie 
himself followed, in tho guise of Apollo, a harp in his 
left baud, Boated on the chariot of Augustus. A purple 
mantle starred with gold hung upon his shoulders; the 
olympian crown was ou his head, tho pytliiaii') hn hold 
in his right hand. All Home, patricians aud plebians, 
flocked to meet him, clapping their hands in applause, 
and greeting the abominable wretch, the murderer of his 
mother and his spouse, with acclamations of a "god! a 

god!" 

Lucius, who had gone out with Tigellinus ami the 
Senate to meet the returning rnler, joined in the ap- 
plause, though not without an inward sense ot shame, 
as his mother had foretold would be the case. But (ho 
slave of pride must submit to humiliations, humiliations 
deeper and more numerous than are required of the 
humblest follower ol theOod who humbled Himself to 
become man. As his reward, Lucius was invited to 
take his place a* a guest at tho palace Hint eveuing, 
where he had the honor of beading still lower in the dust 

') Suetonius Nero 26. 
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before the monster who wore the imperial crown. The 
wreaths and prizes, to tlie number of 1808, which Hero 
had bronght back from Greece, wcro exhibited; Hero 
was greeted as all -victorious, and it was proposed to de- 
molish all the statues of former conquerors and erect in 
their place temples and altars to th« divine Nero, since 
in his person Home had defeated Greece in (lie arts. All 
present applauded the suggestion ; T/ueius with the rest. 

However ho could not succeed in feigning the same 
delight and admiration US did his fellow-guests., so that 
Hero could read on his countenance tho half-disgust that 
he felt at heart. He inquired of Tigcllinus, who occu- 
pied the place of honor at tlio Emperor's right hand, 
who the young' Tribune was; then ho said aloud thai he 
thought ha would presently repair to Jerusalem himself, 
and endeavor to tame the stubborn Jews with Ihe magic 
of bis song. What, be a-sked, did Lucius say to this 
project t 

The Tribune answered that it was a feat greater than 
the divine Orpheus had accomplished, since he only 
turned wild beasts with his melod huh strains. 

"Then you think that is beyond my power T" Nero 
asked, irritated by the somewhat cvasivo answer. 

"There is nothing beyond the power of a god lo 
accomplish," Lucius responded, wilhultow. 

This reply waa not sufficiently servile, to content the 
tyrant, and TigetHnns saw (hat hit was displeased. 
However he did not press the Tribune any further, for 
just at fliat juncture singers and dancinp-girls entered. 
The nine fairest irwiflffllj representing the nine muses, 
came forward and paid homage to the Emperor as a 
muHiciiiu who distanced the God of Delphi hinmelf. 
Thereupon Nero called for his golden lyre and placed, 
himself at the bead of the nine. Sinking and dancing to 
the notes of Iho lyre he led the dance in preseuce of his 
guests. A storm of applause rewarded the imperial 
comedian. 

On the afternoon of the following day Lucius was 
Sitting iu the garden behind his mother's house. He felt 
sickened of all around him and half weary of bis life. 
Was it a boon worth striv ing after, to rule such a nation. 
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of slaves as the Roman people bad liccome since the 
timft of Augustus, lit: could no bongo: endure himself 
in Rome. Now that the Kmperor had returned, he 
would urge Iho gpeeuy bearing "I moras 1 case, and 
when the trial was ended, lie would sail with the first 
ship to rejoin the army. If lie was really destined lo 
rule the empire, he would win the s<v|»fro with the 
.-.v. mm!, nnd not by adulation and llallery <-f the Senators 
and this luw-miniled people. Wlial a revolution he 
■would make, how thoroughly In; would etc: i rise these 
Aumd stables if ho ever gained the crown fnte seemed 
to promise liim! The simplicity of Roman niannerH in 

olden limes should he tofcnwuoed again. Certainly item- 
nice dearly loved display, lint he wmild poi-snade hor lo 
make it her pride to bo known as Hie one Who i" -estab- 
lished the simplicily of Roman women as it was in by- 
gone days. She had not answered his last led it, I hough 
she hud lieen such a good corrvspoudonl, and sin 1 knew 
how eager he was lo hw bow matters wen; progressing 
in Palestine. Hi* Imd learnt horn another source that 
"Vespasian and Titus were massing their forces in the 
vicinity of Ptolemais, iind that the wary old general had 
decided to subdue I. ho provinces before inarching ou the 
chief eity. He eouid not aeeount for her Kilenee. 

His mind occupied with these thoughts, Lucius sat 
"by (Jie spring iu the garden, shaded by the lilac tree* in 
full bloom, when bis sister joined him. Lucius held 
out his hand, and welcoming her with a smile, made her 
sit tlown upon the stone seat beside him. 

"You look pale and fatigued, Lucius," she said. 
"You really ought not to injure your health by being up 
so late at night. Mother and J are quite grieved at the 
life you are leading lately." 

t4 l daresay you are right, my wise liltle sister. I 
have font made up my mind lo begin a new life as noon ;ih 
I can. Jtut to do that 1 must go away from ln-re. If one 
is in Rome, it is impossible not to tloas the Romans do." 

"Oh, I know many men who do not; for instance, 
there is your travelling companion, Paulinas." 

"Yen, yes, I know all that. lie is a Christian, like 
you and Mother, and you would have me adopt that 
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Strange oroed of yours. Bat I consider It wiser to pre- 
serve iny allegiance to the beliefs of my count, y and <J„lv 
jiTOiil -what is objectionable and exaggerated in them, 
fo take an. example, when I was a child, tliia fonntain 
used to tnckleont of an uru held by a nymph. Why 
should that elegant form have been moored to make 
room for this unsightly lion's head, from whose mouth 
he wyter is ejected into the. basin ! And you know also 
(bat the Emperor prohibits the profession of your relie- 
lon under pain of death. I tremble for you and Hotter, 
the more 80 because Paulinas, ns I am perfectly well 
Wan., amoeiatee *lth the leading men of your sect, and 
the consequence will i« that the spies of the city Prelect 
will be pat on (lie scent and bring trouble into our 
peace ..home Yes, y 0l . may look. I know for cor- 
tain that the old man whom you call Peter, and whom I 
sec here much moi-o often than I like, is Chief Pontifex, 
or whatever it may be, of you Christians." 

Lucilla was about to reply, when the branches were 
put asunder, and to Lucius' astonishment and alarm, 
Tigelliuug Mood before them. ' 

"Pardon me, fair lady," said the libertine, looking 
Bt Lflffljfa with , an impudent stare, "pardon toe, the im- 
perial beh„,f fl brook no delay. That is ,„y MOMS for 
coming unannounced to the spring where (he gardener 

told me I should Qnd our vaUaot Tribune alone. Pray 

iiuulam do not leave us." He then told Lucius that 

i «r.w trial was fixe* for the Ides of May, and the 
Emperor bimBOff would bepn-sent; adding: -There is 
nslrokeorKoodfoxluupforyou, fo be allowed to plead 
before (he divine Nero himself! That is why I hastened 

tiding* myself. Vou havo not long to pmpare your 
JPteob. I am afraid, however that I have iatrudel 
upon a lover's meeting. . .» 

"Von are mistaken. Prefect, this is my sister, wi.h 
jrhOm I was having a (| „i e t talk," said Uimw, ahraptlv 
interrupting the Emperor's favorite. y 

«t t u h K! lT i' y0T ' r ^ Sfftr! " joined Tigelliaus. looking 
at the blushing maiden still more boldly- "Butrenllv 
it la a great shame of you to hide m charming a flower 
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in this jealous way. By nil the Graces! what a lovely 
creature! Anil she was noL among the wives and 
daughters ol the Senators who assembled to greet the 
divine Nero! I have »n eye for feminine Wauty, ami I 
Hhould have remarked so r*» a gem. Fie, fie, you 
know too bow the Emperor notices lovely women." 

Lucius did know that, only loo surely, anil in 
well-founded alarm about his sister be debated within 

himself whether it would not be best to ran Tigolliuus 

through with his sword, before he eonhl direct Nero's 
attention to Lueilla. It cost hiiniin effort lo suppress 
liis anger, and lie sought to get rid of the unwelcome 
visitor ws speedily as possible. At length 'rigellinus 
look, his departure, not over-well pleased with Hie re- 
ception (he Trihuno hud given hiin, and bis Inability to 
get a civil word out of the fair Luiilla. 

"The spy ami scoundrel, " Lucius exclaimed, a^soon 
as the Prelect was gone. "1 wander wliel her he played 
Uie eavesdropper, us likely as not he linird nn- reproach 
you for ueiag a Christian." 

4 'And heoverlieanl wbat yon so imprudently men- 
tioned about venerable Peter!" his sister rejoined in 
sorrowful accents. 

"Confound the fellow! That would give him a plaus- 
ible excuse for getting yon into his clutches. But 
whether he overheard us or no, all (lie same you will 
not be safe hero for another hour. We must take meas- 
ures at once to baffle that brute." 

On learning wliat had occurred, Lncilla's mother 
immediately decided to retire willi her daughter lo a 
small country- In » use among the Sabine hills which Iie- 
longed to them, and Hi" necessary packing was spwdily 
accomplished. When the Iilt»>is which were lo convey 
them thither stood ready. hIio said lo her SOU : "Lucius, 
my boy, this is not a 1 hue to say liim-li, I can only com- 
mend you to God and His good Angela. Hut ouu thing 
I must say: Perhaps you have becu surprised Unit 
during all this time I have never spoken to you about 
the Christian religion, although you are aware that my 
fondest wish is that you should BABfe our happiness in 

belonging to it, I taid nothing, because I saw yvu were 
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not in tho right dispositionft to follow the call of truth, 

u IL^T \\ CMl * h ? m *""*** - vour rospon^ibiti.y: 
■ut now that I am going a-way, and <lo not know whether 

1 jiiall ever see you again on earth, I entreat vo,. to 

rSv" «& *!° W BhoPt *{"" ,ife * «■ K endless « 

and God know* I wish all that is U-st for yon, you ran 

t J",V eH,li ' fcl ' V, I" " 101 '' ' ,0 uoi lrfillbie yourself about me. 

S™ SSffftS ifefW* tUft S!,bi "* ,m ' 8 **'«« i 

gotten something, she whispered to him that Peter 
Linns and jam other venerable persottaeea were coin* 

^,?n J .1 P«»»«l. as now that the Kmperor bad 

SSrr* ep0i r eCU V° , ; wa8 8are (o break out B fre*h. 
\\ o uld Lueius, she asked, bo M very kind as to apprise 
Panlmusas soon «, possible of what Lad n«mff* 
b uunelf to B ,vo warning- to the Senator Pudentius and 
HflTTOfl Urineim, leM (bry should fall into the hands of 
their pei-seri.tors. Lueiim promised to fulfil thisreoucst 
and ™Ui a few mora kilMl WoriU , hrv ^J • request, 

ho travellers wee, scareely out of sight before 
Ewtai, vhen he considered the sihmtion ealn i y , ^ 
wived how hazardous it would bo for him, if ^.e 
tU.ns.aaseefc were arrested in his father's ion J. He 
b^efom determined not to await Paulino*' return, but 
to go himself at ones to Pudeatius. So leaving a tablet 
containing B fcw Tonls of „ . ^J^J^ 

Pan inna with the porter, whom he oilm-d to kee^tne 
garden pate lorkeil, he hastened on bS way, P 

He was kept waiting a long time in the hall of Pn- 
denbus' bou.se. It was evident that the vo officer 

ntSfr w?« U o*W declared enemies of UieChrisi inn 

Kb S r"' "° mn * •«*"**. And whoa 
he asked for Peter, Lis presence created alarm, «, i haAi 
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he saw it would have lieen witter to wait till Paulinas 
came back, as lie was well-known in lliu house. Presently 
Padentius made his appearance; he was greatly startled 
by the news Lucius came to convey. Peter was gone to 
visit the sick and prisoners, and most probably lie would 
look in at Lucius' villa mi Ins way buck. Accordingly 
tho Senator sent out ruessengrrs in various directions, 
and himself went forthwith to FhtviuH demons, to give 
thfi alarm to Linus and several others whom he knew 
to l>e there. 

IiQGla& wended his way home with a preiseutiuienti of 
approaching misfortune. Night had already aloud in; 
ami only Hie feeble light of a crescent, moon now and 
again looked through the thick <'iuUnn «if clouds that 
covered the heavens. On the Appian Wny lie em'nunt- 
ered a good many carriages and litters, taking guests to 
entertain men tH in the rily. The red glare of ton-lies, 
held aloft l>y slaves who ntn beside I tie vnrions convey- 
ances, only rendered the surrounding gloom more im- 
penetrable. Wheel Lucius reached Hit* house the pur«ten 
was 0,111 te dark. He listened; all seemed quiet, (here 
was not a light in any of Ihe windows. The garden giite 
was only put to. though he had given strict ordera that 
it was to ho locked. 'That made him feel rather uneasy, 
but then old Oarpophorus was apt to be forgetful. After 
listening a little longer he stepped into the garden, and 
was in. the act of closing the Rate behind him, when he 
was seized by two strong arms, and at the same time a 
doth was stuffed Into bis month, so that ho eonld not 
speak and eonld scarcely breathe. In vain he straggled. 
His captors were evidently old hands, who knew their 
work. 

"There," one of them said l-o Ihe other, "here is 
another ol them. "You see, comrade, we shall have 
plenty more presently, anil WS net ten BefttertU ft head." 

"That might be, if yon had not Is-en such a fool as 
to let that little Jew escape, he will keep the birds out 
of our net," the other replied. 

Lneius was taken into the house, when 1 he fmiud the 

gatekeeper nnd the other wtvjvuIs. Imuiid hand and foot 
in one of the rooms at a distance troni the highway. At 
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the first, glance be recognized in one of the captives the 
old maik whom bis mother had called by the name of 
Pdtor. Tic was heavily ironed, but he smiled pleasantly 
iit (he Tribune, an if to intimate that the chains he wore 
were more to hint than all the decorations the world 
con Id give. Tigellimm, who was busily engaged in rum 
nulling in a cupboard, turned when Lucius wan brought 
in, and :i hideous grin contorted his features- But he hail 
Hie cloth taken out of his mouth, so (hat the Tribune was 
able to ask, on whose Authority the Prefect had forced 
his way into the hou.se ami treated liiiu in liiat manner f 
"I!y the divine Kniivcror's orders. Let me tell you 
Nero is downright angry to find licit ho has had at bin 
table one who harbors the Christians, or possibly is one 
oft hat accursed sect in disguise. My search has already 
proved that your mother and sister are Christians. You 
will have to (ell us where they are in biding. Moreover 
these tablets, which you left in the porter's, charge, 
afford ample evidence that you wished to assist the 

enemies of the gods and the Emperor to elude the arm of 

justice Well, at any rnte I think I have taken a prize 
in that old man, for whom we have long been on the 
lookout. And very agreeable consequences all this will 
have for you, as yon will see presently." 



CHAPTER 33. 
In Nero's Circus. 

Allien day dawned, the prisoners were conducted to 
Nero's circus, the IxUK-iiit-iiL ol which afforded space for 
hundreds of dungeons, 'rip^llinns bad* to Ufa great 
annoyance, made no further capture, and Lucius bad the 
satisfaction of knowing that iu accordance wll h UW wish 
his mother expressed, ho hail been the means «i mating 
and saving nuiiiy of her fefclow-chrisliiiiis. 

nevertheless it was in si very despondent mood lliafc 
lie walked along by Peter's Kido villi lik hand* bOOud 
l>ehind him, and he sillied audibly, AS lie OTOBSod iho 
pons triumphal!* to the Viiticmi, where stood the immense 
circus constructed Ity Galfguht and Nero. His iittngi na- 
tion hud pictured lo him a very different inaiiner of 
passing through 'lie Appiau Way. 

The and saint Jit his side sought to cheer and en- 
Courage film, saying: "Do not be downcast, my son; 
our path is one to victory. Yon do not Understand this 
at present, but the day will come wlien you will give 
God thauks for bavins led you by this way. Through 

the cross to the crown." 

Presently the old niau went on, as if musing alond : 
"Here in the AgrippJbfl Gardens and in the circus 
whi ther we am being led) three years »go many himdrvds 
suffered a cruel death for the saliu of the Ia'mI Jesus. I 

saw the obelisk there, tlmt stands out of iho arena, 
illumined by the light of the honiblfl 'living torches.' 
Countless victims fell siionnd its \v.\m. But alter a Jew 

hours of agony they entered upon everlasting joy and 
glory. Now for nearly three yean they linvc already 
been exulting aud singing Alh'Jui:i, and their jubilation 
will know no end. True indeed are the words my 
brother Paul wrote : That which is momentary and light 
worketh for us above mensnre cixcc»>din»ly an eternal 
weight of glory. O dearest Lord, who didst dio on the 

am 
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cro.su for me, grant that I may die with Thee and lor 
Heel" 

Bis lips moved awliile in silent prayer; Hien raising 
his eyes with thankful gladness to Heaven, he added: 
"Xow what the Lord predicted it* cmno to pass: 'When 
ihou ahalt be old, another shall gird Iheo and lend thee 
whether thouwoutdst not!") The flesh, it is true, is 
timorous ami unwilling to suffer, but the spirit conijuers 
in the strength of the Lord." 

The circus was reached jnat as the first rays of the 
sun lit up the top of the obelisk. Tigellhius, who was 
Walking on iti front, turned to Lucius and said scornful- 
ly: "Now, Tribune, take a good look at the sun and 
sky and the fair gardens all around; it may be a long 
time before you can again enjoy sunshine anil fresh air 
and the like — unless you have good sense to decide upon 
delivering your little sister into the hand?} of the divine 
Nero, which would bo the means of securing her happi- 
ness and your own prosperity. "Well, well, every man 
finds Heaven in his own will. And we shall know how 
to bunt nut the damsel." 

To this speech Lucius returned no answer but a look 
of supreme contempt. They then entered by a door into 
a vaulted liall., wliieh Served as a guardroom. When 
Tigelliauts had said a few words to tlie jaaler he made a 

uiorkiuj; Imiw and departed. TlgrlnUS the jailer, a 
rormer gladiator, who was called Cyclops *>" aooooatot 
having lost mi eye in fighting wild a Teuton prUouor in 
the arena, a heavily-built., morose-looking fellow, rose 
rehiclaiilly from the morning position iu which he was 
indulging with his comrades. 

' 'These christian dogs leave one no rest day or night," 
he grumbled, "There will soon bo no room left for an 
honest robber or cat- throat. Pass the jug again, or you 
fellows will have Bonded it all before I come back." 
So saying he raised the pitcher to his lips and drained 
it himself. 

Then coming forward he looked the captives over 
with his one eye, remarking to his myrmidous: "All of 
the usual stamp! Poor creatures, Scarcely worth UlTOW- 

') St. John 21, 18. 
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ing ho the Nmuidiau lions. So that is the chief of these 
worshippers of an assl We will »'y him the honor of 
giving him » cell all to himself. That bag of bones may 
have been all very well in past times, but it would not 
do now lor a combat in the arena." 

"It will hold together for the death or the cross, my 
Itfend," the old maji answered pleasantly. 

"Is that what you banker afterl Well I must nay I 
have always regarded cmcifixiou as the most ignomini- 
ous death that the devil ever invented. Ami I have had 
considerable- experience in that tine. To be the prey 
of a Hon is nothing, it is over in a minute, and to bo 
burnt at the stake is not much more protracted.. But 
to be scourged so that your flesh is torn to fragments, 
then the nailing and hanging np— 'the torture of hut lasts 
whole days and nights E That would not lie very choice. 
However if it is to your Uksto, old man, I will see uhal 
I can do. No one shall say that Cyclops docs not humor 
his clients." 

Then the one-eyed man caught, sight of the Tribune. 
"By Hercules, a line fellow! 1 should like to match liim 
with a gladiator. Are you too aChristianl" 

"No," Lucius answered, "as yon see, 1 am a Tribune. 
I demand to be taken l>efore the Praetor. 1 was tnized 
in my own house through an underhand trick of that 
rascal Tigellinns. And even if it had been done by the 
Emperor's command, L would see if there was not jus- 
tice in Rome — M 

"Spare your breath, my brave Tribune, till you can 
speak in the Forum. But T am sorely afraid you will be 
spared that exertion, if you have the all powerful Prefect 
of the Praetorians and the divine Caesar for your ene- 
mies. Of course such a finc-fcathcred bird must have a 
particularly fine cage. Light the lorclies, Gannio. Now 

come On." 

Tigrinus proceeded along the vaulted passages which 
ran beneath several of the tiers of seats of the circus, 
lighting the way for the prisoners to follow, while Cianuio 
brought up the rear. "We will show the Christians the 
Nuuiidians, and some of the other gentle animals." he 
said. "The beasts scent their prey, and it will furnish 
the Christians with pleasant dreams," 
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Accordingly ho load the way to the basement, where 
the wild beasts were confined, anil held his torch before 
the cages, so that the light shone between the iron bars. 
A couple off panthers, scared by the glare of the torch, 
.slunk away grow] jug ominously \ a huge bear rose up 
on his bind legs with n snarl, opening* his wide jaws so 
as In exhibit his white teeth; a wild bison whetted his 
antlers on the stone, and made as if he would rush 
against the barriers. Tigrtnnn spoke coaxingly to each 
of the navage animals, telling them they would soon 
meet the prisoners again in the arena. To the Numidian 
lions his manner was almost affectionate ; in reply the 
largest among thena got up and shook his shaggy mane, 
ottering a tri'inendons roar. The Cyclops laughed, and 
applauded the ferocious beast ; while Peter thought of 
the "roaring lion" against Wh08€ vigilance and fury he 
frequently urged the faithful to lie on (heir guard. 

At a short distance from the cages, the jailer thrust 
Lucius' servants into a gloomy dungeon. Their master 
bifid to encourage- them with tlie hope of a speedy 
release; they thanked him, hut they seemed to derive 
more consolation from a few words addressed to them 
by the venerable I'eler, promising them victory with 
Christ's help. Pet-rr himself was consigned to another 
dark ct-ll, only ton' the present, he was told, OS the 
Prefect had said he was soon to l>e transferred to the 
Mamertine prison. 

The old man's Itonds lieing thru loosed, he laid his 
right list nd on Lucius bead, naying: "Farewell, my son. 
I will pray for you, nn<l I am certain that for your moth- 
er's sake God will not withhold His grace from yon. 
Ileouitc it by love to the brethren. Peace be with yon." 

"Now, have done, will you," urged the impatient 
|ailer. "Really I ran scarcely believe you are not a 
Christian also,'' he said to Lucius, as he locked the 
prison door. 

"!t is almost enough to make me one lo see how 
patient they are. and in what a shanierul way they are 
treated," the Tribune replied. 

"They are treated in the way they like best, and 
which the divine Nero commands. They seem to take 
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pleasure in death and torture. I>i*l you not observe 
how the old man's eye brtghtonafl when he spoke of 
being crucified t" 

"I noticed it, it is marvellous:" 

"It is the black art. At their mysteries tliey eat 
the flub or a child, and 89 Boon OH they have swallowed 
a morsel, they are ready to hear any torture, even 
women and children." 

The Cyclops dismissed the attendant and conducted 
the Tribune up a Sight of stone steps Into » more niry 

gallery. Here he paused and said: '• in consideration 
of your rank, Tribune, and because I hare no doubt you 
would lw willing to pay something for it, I shall Rive 
you the best accommodation at my disposal, that is., of 
course, as long as your funds hold out. The charge, for 
this room is ten sestertii (abont twenty penes) ■ day." 

"Take tliis rinji and make 1111 end of I he ■■■alta-r. The 
stone alone is wort h several thousand sestertii," Lucius 
replied, disgusted with the covctousuess of the man, 
drawinga ring from his linger. 

'•Very well, I will sell the riii£ and keep an account, 
how long the proceeds will cover the rent," the Cyclops 
rejoined, putting the ring into his pocket. "Here are 
the rooms, on the right. There is an ante-room occupied 
just for the present by a prisoner, a quiet, unassuming 
man, like all these Christian*. He is only awaiting the 
execution of his sentence, he is as good as condemned 
to death. He will not be in your way, or at any rate 
nofc for long." 

So saying the jailer opened a door, and showed the 
way through il narrow, pitch-dark apartment, in which 
there was no aperture to adm it air or light. Tin' atmo- 
sphere was so foul that Lucius, involuntarily field his, 
breath. On a bundle of straw there sat a man, who 
tnrnod towards thxm in KiirprisB as they entered. His 
countenance was pale and emaciated, but Lucius thought 
he had never seen such intelligent-looking eycR. And 
his broad, well developed forehead — surely those were 
not the features of a low-lmrn criminal! The man would 
have graced the professional chair in some school of 
philosophy ; that miserable dungeon was certainly no 
c '*ing place for him, 
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"A fellow-sufferer, perhaps a brother in the faith," 
tli« prisoner said, addresshig Lticius with a winning 
DUniMr. "My kindest greeting to you, whoever you 
may be. May God support you in your affliction." 

"1 thank you, hut I am nut a brother, if by that yon 
mean a Christian," Lucius replied, wliiie the jailer 
boated himself with unlocking the door that led into 
tiie adjoining cell. 

"Still I may call you a brother, as we are both chil- 
dren of the same Father in Heaven, and as one in trouble 
and tribulation you are doubly dear to mc." So saying 
the prisoner rose, not without difficulty, to his feet, "and 
held out his hand, heavily fettered though it was, to 
the Tribune, who as he grasped it could not help feeling 
humane compassion for the captive stranger. 

Meanwhile the Cyclops had mifasUmed the door, and 
he BOW conducted Lucius into the adjoining apartment. 
Compared with the sepulchre-like cell he had just passed 
through, it had an aspect of tolerable comfort. It was 
extremely fork, but a narrow aperture En the massive 
stone wall sufficed for purposes) of ventilation, and 
admitted enough light to enable one to see one's sur- 
roundings. 

"Well, how do you like your new quarters, valiant 
TrllHiiiel We have no carpel* and tapestries here, ft is 
I rue, iind no soJi. 1'iiHhions. bul a warrior like yon knows 

how to dispense with Men things/' 

_ The Tribune expressed himself as quite satisfied 
with I lie accommodations provided for him. 

The jailer continued: "You have not yet noticed a 
great advantage in this apartment, which is really 
princely of its kind. Come and Bland ou this alone and 
look through the opening, it commands a good view of 
the interior of the circus, which is worth at least ten 
sestertii a day. Straight lief ore you is the great obelisk, 
and the (our marble cones, on which many a charioteer 
splinters the wheels of his chariot or breaks his own 
neck. And exactly opposite is the covered balcony 
where Che Emperor and the Court have their seats. 
Therefore for the days when the games are on, I should 
think myself letting you have it cheap at twenty sestertii. 
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Think what a ptoasnrc it will \k for you lo be able from 
this point of vantage to IhIioI.1 Hut divine Nero, and 
your great friend, Prefect Tigellinus." 

To all this laudation Lucius answered not a word. 
AH ho did wiia to ask the jailer Tor writing materials, in 
order that he might let some of his IricudH know where 
he was. He also inquired whether they would be 

allowed to visit him. 

The Cyclops replied that he would Orel DOT* to imd 
out wlietlier they cared to visit him. ' -Those fools or 
Christians, ho said, do so constantly, and) 1 pocket many 
a. gratuity in consequence. BM wise people prudently 
leave their friends alone, when tbey have Incurred the 
displeasure of the divine Kero. IF you pay no well I 
will procure as much papyrus or pari'lnm'iit for you aa 
you niav want, and sec that your epistles renrh your 
friends, "if any of them remain faithful to you now that 
you havo the Emperor and the all* powerful Tigellinus 
for your enemies." 

Lucius felt the justice of this remark, and among all 
his eo-ealled friends, lie could not think of one who would 
have the generosity to keep to him. l'auliuus occurred 
to his mind, he could send him a message through Pu- 
dentius, but by doing so might he not bring suspicion 
both on the Iriend, to whom he owed his life, and the 
Senator. No, he would not incur that risk. He would 
draw up a memorial to the Praetor, and beg that he 
might be brought to trial without delay. A. speedy 
death — provided a Roman Judge saw anything worthy 
of death in his conduct regarding his mother and Bitter 
— would be preferable to being buried alive in that loul 
dungeon. 

The jailer, going to Fetch the writing materials, was 
in the net of locking the door behind hfm, when Lucius 

requested him to leave it open, lu this he w aa actual. <d 

by compassion ior the unhappy prisoner in the dark 
ante-chamber; lie wished to Blinro with him the little 
light and air admitted by the aperture in I lie wall. 

The Cyclops laughed and said: "One might almost 
think you were a Christian. Every sensible Roman 
would "have told me to fasten it securely. The stench 
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of that hole is insupportable, and if yon like such odors 
you aro welcome to them. Only do not ask me lo take 
the chains off thiit old man. He is the worst aorcerer 
of nil that brood of devils." 

The jailer departed and Lucius set the door between 
his cell and that of his companion in misfortune wide 
open. The prisoner (tanked Iujii courteously for his 
kindness, and greeted the dim light tin* penetrated into 
the apartment with a few words of heartfelt gratitude to 
the Author of all light, who sent His Son, the Light of 
the world, to dispel the darkness of the earth, to bring 
light and life to the blind mortals who sat in darkness 
and in the shadow of death. ' 'The darkness yet wrestles 
wilh the light, and the conflict will continue until the 
dawn of tli« unending day, which will witness the tri- 
umph of light and the ultimate and eternal overthrow of 
darkness. Then woe betide the children of darkness, 
they will lie consigned to everlasting night. Victory 
and salvation to the children of light; they will dwell 
with God, the Light eternal, and illumined by His 
brightness, they will shine as stars for ever and ever. 
Cod grant that each may be your portion, my friend! " 

That is another specimen of eastern exaggeration, 
the. milium thought, more bewildered than pleased fcy 
this rapturous outliurst. Tie answered somewhat coldly 
anil was about toewflfl to the. other side of his apart- 
ment, when the prisoner naked the name of his benefac- 
tor. On hearing U, heexrlaimrd: "Lucius! That comes 
from h,x, light. I trust you will become n, luculuti, one 
who is enlightened, who enlightens. Abmrn et omen, 
you Romans say. May your name be to you a portent 
of future happiness." 

A prison warden entered, bringing the promised 
wrilmg materials, and Lucius seated himself close to 
the loophole iu the wail in order to compose Lis epistle 
to the Praetor, although he had little hope Unit it won Id 
navfl the desired result. That done, he threw himself 
down on his bed and meditated on the prospect before 
nun* Was this to be tlie close of his careert Were nil 
the dazzling pictures which (he Cncaarean fivbil had 
conjured up to his euehauted gaze, vain and deceptive 
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phantoms t What would Berenice Bay, it he could ac- 
quaint l.cr «lth his actual now! ion! Would she not 
OODM in person to Borne, in Older 1*" plead for Iii8 release t 
It is not easy lor a man to part with Ins cheriHhed hopes 
Of elQrv aftd happiness, and the Tnlnine c ung wnn a 
convulsive tenacity to thoHc whirl, he had Ih-oo led to 
form. He resolved to wrilo to the Pi ni.-.-kh. and make 
any sneriftoc to get the letter delivered. \\ bo knows, 
he asked himself, whether the, violence dour lo me may 
not prove an occasion for dethroning the tyrant, aim: 

that by means of Berenice'* influence. At the wh 

time he felt very uneasy abont hi* mother and s.si.-r, 
fearing lest Ti^eilinus wight liavo mieceedcd in 1n)iug 
bands on the two fugitives. 

At first he felt litlle inelinatioo to converse with liia 
fellow-prisoner. The episih* to Berenice took some 
time to write, as ho WHS anrfonB to put h.nvi.td every 

motive likely to work on her ambition, and incttj her to 

take prompt action. Bat when the letter wms iim-l..-d 
he tore it up, for the thought Struck Mm llint very 
probal.lv the jailer would place it in Nero I i liawte, and 
ft might be employed againat bhnaeU and MB patroness 
as un»l of a treasonable intrigue being carried on. So 
ho only wrote a few lines, informing her of the fact Of 
hit* incarceration. » Berenice tokes no steps on tl.e 
receiptor this intelligence, I want no more help from 

her, he said to himself. 

Whilst these thoughts were passing tnrougn tiwminu, 
ho heard the outer door opened, and a familiar voir* ex- 
claimed, addressing his fellow-prisoner: "Give me your 
blessing, Uncle. At last I have r««*h1«1 i« oh lain ii g 
access to Ton bv means of a golden key! Iteallj this 
iailer is constantly raining his demands, tliey are bocom- 

ine too exorbitant." , ,, ,..,(,. 

"You ought not to spend the alms of the faiihml in 

procuring a pleasure for yourself and for me, my dear 
nephew. Yon know how needy the bnt l.reii are here, 
and then remember the community in IVlIa, tin: pris- 
oner replied in a tone of gentle reproof. 

The visitor was none other than "nulimis, wliom 
Lucius had recognized at once. "I cannot help it, i* 
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you do scold me," he continued. "A-quila gave me the 
money expressly for this purpose. The good tent-mak**r 
and his wile Paiscilla and all the rest salute you, aud 
beg yon to pray for them. Linns wanted to come, him- 
self, but the community would not let him, lest they 
should Ire left quite fatherless. Ho has taken the helm 
now that Peter is in prison." 

"H:is Peter been apprehended ?" Paul exclaimed. 
"Hay tied in His mercy soon act him free, if (iiat la 
necessary for the well-l.ieing of the Church, as He deliv- 
ered him out of Herod's power. When aud how did it 
happen T Where is lie now 1" 

"W« do not know for certain. Some say he is in 
the Mamertine prison, others think he is here. He was 
arrested in the house of the matron Lucina, and the 
Tribune) about whom I told you, was taken prisoner at 
the same time, though lie is not a Christian." 

"The Trihnne Lucius Flams? Why that is my dear, 
generous fellow- prisoner! Come hither, Lucius, my good 
friend, and greet your travelling-companion!" 

The Tribune was only waiting for this invitation to 
come fo-rwa rd ; he welcomed Paulines joyfully, and in- 
quired what had become ot his mother and sister. To 
his relief he was told that they had escaped In safety. 
Hi- was Mien about to withdraw into his own apartment, 
but Paul, with a smile, bade him remain, since he lenew 
,i|mhi|, (he formidable "conspiracy of the Christians," 

Accordingly he sat by and listened while the .great 
Apostle gave his nephew counsels and exhortations for 
the Christian body in Home. They might be- summed 
np in two words.: Confidence in Goil, who never forsakes 
His Church, and charity of the individual members one 
to another. All the promises made by the Lord to Peter 
would hold good for his. legitimate successors to the end 
of time. For he was the rock on which the Chnreh was 
built, and against which (lie gates of hell should not 
prevail; he niuHt lire on in the person of the Supreme 
Pastor, until the Lord Himself came to separate the 
sheep from the goats. Therefore they must obey Linus 
and his ftiiceesaorfl in the Chair of Peter. For He who 
had saved the little bark in the storm on the sea of 
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Genesaret, would certainly not withhold His assistance 
from the helmsman He hail appoinlcd for the guidance 
of the Church. 

With no less insiHtaiicy did Paul urge upon the 
bretliroa the duly of muiiial charity, which be, like St. 
John, called the Lord's commandment. A new world 
seemed opened out to Lucius' view, 11 (hut. command- 
ment were tarried into force, a golden age of pence and 
happiness might he looked for, smell an Ihn universal 
sway of Roi ne could never introduce. 

Only too soon did the jailer call upon Paulinas to 
depart. He conveyed the kiss of pistce to tin* brethren, 
and the Apostle's blessing. Lucius for the first lime 
kneeling with the others. On leaving, Pauliuus prom- 
ised to do his utmost to procure Lucius' release, and to 

parry a kind niessage from htm lo Urn relOgOW in llu* 
Sabine hills. 

from that day forward Ihe two prisoners HK OB 
altered terms. Lucius sat for the most port at the feet 
of the Apostle, and listened to his teaching. His doubts 
nnd objections vanished like (lie early hoarfrost in the 
spring sunshine. He wan already mure than half eou- 
yiuced, only pride and ambition had kept the light from 
entering his soul. He confided everything to the 
Apostle, unfolding" to him the state of his own mi ml, 
and the sophisms wherewith he" had deluded In in-self, 
after the sybil bad shown him the attractive vision of 
the Imperial crown. He described what he liad seen in 
the enchantress' cave, ami asked how such apparitions 
eould i'i- conjured up. 

"'Perhaps by means of mirrors, and other natural 
artifices, perhaps hy aid of Hie Kvil one, who is every 
ready to fish in troubled waters," Paul replied. "But 
what I cannot understand is how you could nUnchjuiy 
credence to the utterances of an pli:intoiu such as that 
cruel tyrant lie rod — if it. was index*! lie who rose up 
from the (lames of hell,*' 

"There was something about him so terrible and 

majestic" 

''You tell tne he wore an incandescent crown and a 
flaming mantle. Did that diadem which lie. will wear 
to all eternity tseein to give him happiness!'-' 
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"He looked gloomy and morose. I attributed the 
sinister expression of his features to the fact thstf lie 
was compelled to revisit the earth. I imagined fire to 
be the natural element of disembodied spirits, in which 
they delighted Itko salamanders." 

"The reprobate will hum forever," Paul answered. 
Then ho narrated the story of the rich man, and the fate 
that befell him. 

"How is that possible," Lucius inquired. "How 
can fire act upon the soul, since as yon teach, it is 
immaterial T " 

"As it is appertains to (lie reward of the blessed that 
their bodies should in their glorified slate iKirticipate in 
the attributes of the soul, resembling it in immortality, 
impossibility, agility and subtlety, so on the other band 
the souls of the reprobate will as their punishment be 
subject to that which renders matter abject ; like it they 
will be enslaved, they will bnrn for ever and yet not be 
consumed, they will die continually and yet not cease 
to exist. The Lord our God is marvellous and incom- 
prehensible in His retribution of the evil as in His 
recompensing ol the just. Therefore we ought to have 
His holy fear ever present to our mind." 

Lucius was deeply impressed by whnt he heard. He 
accused himself of having allowed himself to be culpably 
blinded by ambition, and of having believed in thft illu- 
sions of the Kvil one more than in the words which the 
thom-crmvned countenance of the Kaviour had spoken 
to his heart. Then Paul drew him towards him affec- 
tionately, saying: "Did yon consent to the stoning of 
the first martyrt Did yon, breathing out slaughter, per- 
secute the Church of Christ 1 I did both and yet God in 
Ilia aueroy drew me to Ilimnclf, and made me a chosen 
vessel to declare His name before kings and peoples. 
Take courage, then, my friend, bewail your Kins and 
God will cleanse your soul by virtue of His. blood In the 
laver of regeneration." He then explained tho parable 
of the Prodigal to him, audi Lucius left him with true 
compunction in his heart. 

Froni that time Paul did not. only instruct his dis- 
ciple, he prayed with hiin. He taught him the Lord's 
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Prayer, in the opening phrases nf which we call God 
our fattier, all men our brethren, ami Apeak of Heaven 
as our home. He expounded In liim the several peti- 
tionfi, in which wo only ask fortlin fulfilment of onrhigh 
destiny, desiring of God the means of accomplishing it, 
ami preservation from thcdan«ers Hint stand in the way 
of our eternal felicity. All this* was to the neophyte a 
new system of philosophy, one utterly unknown to the 
sages of antiquity. Led by so able a guide*. Lucius pene- 
trated more and more deeply in the (spirit of Christianity. 
Tip l« that timohifl conception of its leaching had been 
that it enforeed the worship of one Cod in contradistinc- 
tion to the plurality of the divinities of paganism. Now 
he perceived the contrast to go far deeper; while hcnth- 
enism deified the passions and openly advocated the 
worship of self. Christianity n-<| aired the subjugation of 
all ileshly lusts, »nd substituted self-denial and self- 
sacrifice for wlf-Inve and self- indulgence. White t lm 
lieathen craved for riches, enjoyments, a position of 
command, the- Christian practised detachment from 
earthly possessions, rrneilled his llesh with Christ, and 
gladly obeyed. The heathen w;ih cruel and proud, 
whereas Christ said: "Learn of rae, for I am meek and 
humble of heart."" "If any man will eome after me, 
let him take up his cross daily." 

Such Is the great contrast between paganism and the 
religion of the Cross, and not without a severe struggle 
can the natnral man yield to thecall of grace. 

Paul now Initiated his disciple in the -school of Chris- 
tian self-abnegation. lie taught him to bear the mis- 
fortune that haul overtaken him, and again-! which his 
whole being rebelled, first without murmuring and then 
with inward patience; finally he taught him to regard 
it as a dispensation nf a. fatherly Prevalence, nay to 
acquiesce in it cheerfully as a means of imitating the 
suffering Redeemer. Xo wonder tha-twilh such :in in- 
structor, one wlio con Id say: ""I liear the marks of the 
Lord Jesus in my "body"; "I gtoij in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ"; and in such a place as that in which 
he was confined, the scholar made s,n«*h rapid progress. 
Till then Lucius Had looked forward to the days when 
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there would be games in the eirens, wlien the tiers of 

seats above his head would Iw thronged with a laughing 

and shouting crowd; at such times he could not be. got 
away from the loophole liuiitwS an was the view it 
afforded him of theorem*. Jfow of his own aceonl he 
deprived himself of that diversion, though when he 
heard (he crack of the whips, the. slamidng of horses, 
the roil or the chariot wheels and the plaudits of the 
spectators, it cost him no small crfort to keep at a 
distance from the aperture. 

Paul rejoiced to witness this self- conquest, on the 
pari of liis disciple, and ho rewarded him by giving him 
an account of his many journeys and the perils lie had 
encountered by sew and by land. Thy first time that 
Lueius HpentaueOusly inside the sacrifice, and refrained 
from even looking; out at the chariots as they rushed 
past, he said to him: "Now prepare yourself to receive 
Baptism. Tomorrow you shall lie regenerated by Mater 
and the, Holy Ghost," 

The night was passed in prayerful preparation and 
meditation on the wondrous mystery. Then Lucius 
solemnly renounced the devil with all hiK works and all 
his pomps, by which he had been deluded ; he professed 
bin belief In llio triune God, in Jesus Christ, the Bon of 
<Jnil who iM-eaiuc man for us, and received baptism from 
the heavily felieied hands of ihe Apostle. 

'•K'iseup, child of God, now made a new creature, 
si lire you have put oh* the old man, and put on Christ, 
and with Him yon have risen again." So spake Paul 
witJi holy rapture to the soldier kneeling at Lis feet, as 
he tenderly embraced him. That day was a happy one 
for Inrtli the teacher and his scholar. Paul next explain- 
ed to him Ihe mystery of the Holy Eucharist: "lu the 
same night in which Jesus was betrayed, Helook bread, 
find giving- thanks, broke and said: Take ye and eat, 
this is my body which shall lie delivered for yon.'") 

How Lncins marvelled at so grcata miracle and sach 
great elmriiy! Not a single doubt as to the trnlh and 
reality of what he was taught troubled his mind. The 
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Eternal Truth had Mid, "This is my Body," and that was 
cuoukU lor liim, cnlfglilcuml i*m I»« *;in l»y divine graee. 
And then Paul acGOmpIiiahed below his eyes the 
mystery of Inuwubatautiiiliitii. A inoiwl of tin.' bread 
given to the prisoners, a goblet or viae lor which Lneius 
bartered his lout Jewel, fiimifdicd nil I bat !»afl esiu'iilhilly 
necessary. Thus the Apostle w:i.s enabled to dispense 
to tlie neophyte the Bread of Heaven, and nourished by 

it, his Bonl waa filled with celeetaal < solution and a 

rich measure of grace. Born again to a now ami super- 
natural lite Lucius nww eiclalmed, with hie Paflwriu 
Christ, "I live, now not I, but Christ livelh iu inc." 



CIIAPTEB »4. 
Palms for the Valiant. 

37 early two months had elapsed since the day when 
Lncins fU cast iulo prison, when, one morning towards 
the 6Dd of June, the jailer made* hid appearance in a 
specially good humor, telling Lucius that there was go- 
ing to be a sight I hat day which it was worth a hundred 
.sestertii 1© see. If ho wonld promise him (hat sum, well 
and good; if not, he would shut him up all day long in 
the darU cell with the old fool. Lncins (joietly'tokl him 
he was welcome lo do it, for he had no wish to witness 
what went on in tins arena. 

"What, you do not earn about itf The senl-s are 
being prepared lor Hie divine Xero, and as n pleasing 
little interlude between the races, to provide a change 
foi' the people, the Christian Pontifex, the old man they 
call Peter, is to be -crucified." 

"Peter to he crucified! Here in the circus!" both 
the prisoners cried at once. 

"Aha, that fetches you I Yes, here in the circus. 

The note for the qfoja is now Mug dug at the foot of 

the obelisk, you win In-ar the pickaxes and spades at 
■work. And the funniest part of it all i« that the old 
fool has entreated to be nailed lo (be cross with his head 
downwards, because, he nays, he is not worthy to suffer 
in the same way as his master." 

' 'There we see your love and your humility, O Peter, 
Christ's representative on earth!" exclaimed Paul, with 
deep emotion. "Would that 1 could die with yon! I 
earnestly desire to he dissolved and to be with Christ!" 

"Well, for the matter of that your wish may perhaps 
be fulfilled sooner than you imagine. More room must 
be made here, so I have Bent in a list of names to the 
Praetor,, and yours is d tily inserted in it." 

"Put my name down in it too! Let me die with the 
others, I also am a Christian,' 1 the Tribune cried. 

(38S) 
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"Isitsot T ben you havi* :u'luully allowed yourself 
to ho deluded by this old fallow! YVi'll, only have a little 
patience. I have sent in the list, now, ami as long as 
your money lasts, you are my lodger, for the Cyclops 
fceepfl l*ia word. l>m ]'■! up' U.'ll you, (he hundred -■■■■ 

tertii which I require for Oiks day's entertainment will 

mak-o tlm debit and credit account pretty equal. And 
if you have no more resources you cannot expect to 
mijoy the privilege of having suffci uccninuimlatiim any 
longer, tbat would be intolerably unjust!" 

It need scarcely Ije said that Lucius desi ml at any 
cost lo lie an eye-witness to 1'cicr's tlealli. VYIm-ii (be 
Jailer had gone away, Paul said: "Now, my son, it is 
Tor lis to pray. Only by tbo assistant*! t»f divine grace 
can we hope to conquer. Not even out' so eminent, in 

sanctity as Petal 1 >" »We of his own Hlrcngth to eomo 
victorious out of the conflict'." Then both the prisoners 
knelt down, to implore Die help oC (iod for themselves 
and their Pontiff, 

Before long Hie limn ol many voiced, Hie hiol-sleprt of 
the Spectator!] who begun lo HI I the tiers of seals iu the 
amphitheatre, interrupted their orisons, and apprised 
them that the hour o( eoiitlict was near at hand. In 
Mcro's circus there was accomodation for 200,000 spec- 
tators; the upper tiers were filled by the populace, the 
lower ones liein.g reserved for the upper classes. The 
latter, situated immediately above the cells occupied by 
our prisoners, werothrouged by fashiouahle |iatrieians. 
But in regard to unfeeling cruelly the refim«d and cul- 
tured readers of thci Greek aud Latin j ....-: ~> differed little 

from the vulgar herd above. Tliey all were in high 
spirits, talking and jesting about the amusement that 
tho crucillx-ion of the Supreme Ifead of the cliristian 
sect would afford tlicm . 

"It 18 a pity that Ibis christian eomedy will lie played 
out," said an elegantly dressed young lady (o her friend, 
as she toyed carelessly with tier fan. "Of course the 
Beet will dio otil now. I was ho looking forward to see 
one of them put to death now and again insU-ad of those 
contemptible slaves 0* brutal yladiutors. This must be 
said for them, one sees in them aieit'hcr craven fear of 
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death, nor (lie professional coolness of the gladiator 
whoso business it is to butcher or he butchered." 

"Console yourself, my sweet Selene,' * her friend re- 
plied} "my Father, who is Praetor, 1 ) says the prisons 
are all full of these horrid creatures, whose courage in 
meeting death you admire so much. They steadfastly 
refuse to obey the Kinperor's behest, and sacrifice to 
him or any other divinity. So we may count on a fre- 
quent repetition ol today's eiilertninmeilt. I confess I 
am curious lo see liow thisChristian pontiff will comport 

himself. Perhaps ho will furnish the divine. Nero with 
inspiration for a new poem on (he tortures of the giants 
or whatever they may be, who rebel aguin&t his SCCptre." 
Here comes the Emperor! 

A flourish of trumpets wax beard; the thousands of 
spectators rose to their feet; and Clapped their bands. 

Attended by I lie Praetorian* the Kmperor made his 
appearance In the place reserved for him beneath a 
purple baldachin, opposite to the obelisk. He more a 
Grecian mantle of cloth of gold, fastened ou the right 
shoulder by a glittering clasp, over a robe of pale rose- 
color, since his return from Greece he had affected 
Grecian coahimeand manners. A splendid coronet set 
villi p-wris irsied on his carefully curled locks, redolent 
of t lie choicest perfumes. By his side sat the haughty 
SaWria I'oppuoji, no loss richly altiied limn he; on Li's 
left stood TigcllhiiiH, (ho imperial favorite, much more 
simply clad, in order not lo throw his master into the 
shade. Officers, consuls, government officials of high 
position pressed around, in tho hojte of getting a word, 
a look from tho ruler whom they deified, Behind and 
at each side the Priests of Jupiter Capitolinus and the 
proud Vestal virgins took Ibeir scats. 

Lucius, who at the first blast of the trumpet had 
placed himself at tho loophole, could contemplate the 
Emperor a „,i Tigftl linns at his leisure. A feeling of 
resentment stirred within him at the sight, of the author 
of Ms unjust Incarceration. But ho suppressed tho 
natural ebullition of anger, and repeated the words: 

') The Praetor held the offic* of chief magistrate in Rome. 
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"Forgive vb our debts sus we also forgive oar debtors." 
And of B tenth, be lras not Icaiplnl towivjtke mi penal 
tyrant, flaunting in his vain pomp, Ihough forhim tuo 
torment* ol hell must ulivudy h:m- begOD. The mur- 
derer of his mother and of his wile, an incendiary, guilty 
of the blood of lhou.at.ds! |,iL-iu» «iw from bis uneasy 
expression that he sought in vain to bhnj UM fa-ugs of 
the snakes that stung his heart. And « for hnt 
wretchod Tigellinue by bte "Me— no, not for worms 
would he have exehaupd plains with hnu . 

The Emperor gave the eignai, T^ere was i blast of 

trumpets, the barriers were removal, nj MX chariots, 

web dr.»wu by four horses daubed on to 11 io raw wurw 
with a noi*e like thunder. Lucius turned u«ay and 
only counted the number of times that flttMA hail 
to cover the course. Only 0M» be started and looked 

out on to the arena in compassion, when one « t he 
chariots broke to pieoos on the gram to pillar, and tne 

agnized cry or ttedying obario r rent ttfl a"-, tope 

drowned ilia peal of contemptuous lanjrl.tor iron. Il.e 
heartless multitude. The frightened steeds, covered 
with foam, dni-gecl the corpse along iu the JuB J, while 
Nero expressed himself an highly displeased Una such a 
blunderer should be allowed to enter the connc in bus 

""C^TreN at an end, and with an air of supreme 
condescen&ion. the Emperor threw a wreath to the suc- 
cessful competitor. Then a mighjf cry *«*» ™ J" 
Sides: The Christian Pontile*! Let Inn. be crnc.ned! 
And »ro, after a show of rewctWM*, B>ve nil i conaemt. 

Lucius atcpiatl back from his chosen .poa* to lntorm 
Paul that the hour oC Peter's final conflict had come. 
The Aposlle newIM not to Ih- told; he wtut alrj-iuly 
kneeling with anas ontatretohed, as if in ecstasy, plead- 
ins with God on In-half of his felhnv-Aposlle. 

The execution-m now dragged out the cress and 
threw it down at n short distance from ll.e obelisk, lay- 

W D »ilfi «"d *»««'«■ , »'» i ' 1 " "' ""■" ,,-l r W tl^ 
into the arena. Every neck was enmed to eatttfl 
climpHe OJ th* Christian Pont.fex; fr.»iii every part ol 
the vast circus eyes lull of fierce hatred glared at him. 
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There stood the aged veteran, a cloth about his loins 
and an old military cloak liis sole clothing, iiie body 
covered with wotmda and bathed In blood. For among 
the Romans it was the barbarous custom to scourge 
before- crneifying, and that horrible torture had just 
been inflicted on the martyr. Every fibre in his frame 
quivered, every muscle still palpitated: the blood trick- 
ling down stained the ground where he stood. But a 
supernatural joy lit np his eye, when he saw the cross 
prepared for him. 

Tradition baa recorded the words wherewith St. An- 
drew, St. Peter's elder brother, sainted the cross which 
was to lie the instrument of his torture. "Hail, sacred 
cross, sanctified by the body of Christ! Long desired, 
earnestly sought, at length thou art granted to my 
ardent longing. Joyfully I embrace thee; take me from 
amongst men nnd give me back to my Waster, in order 
that He who through thee redeemed me, through thee 
may receive nie. r ' Similar sentiments seemed to ani- 
mate Peter, for with out-stretched arms ho advanced to 
the spot whero the cross lay, nnd kneeling kissed it with 
signs of delight, a-ny words he may Lave uttered being 
drowned in the wild erics of the excited multitude. 

"Salute Caosar, before thou diest! " shouted the pop- 
ulace. Itnt Peter, with hands raised to Heaven, looked 
upwards as if unconscious of wlmt passed around him. 
Wsisitat thflfc supreme moment granted him to see in 
prophetic vision, the. basilica that the first Christian 
em peror would, two hundred and fifty years later, erect 
over his tomb, on the foundations of the circus wherein 
he stood, or did h^ heboid the proud cupola which from 
its lofty height, after fifteen centuries had passed, would 
dominate the Eternal city! Was it given him to read 
the words that would be inscribed on that obelisk: 
Cnruftu vituit, Chriitlvg regnai , Okrututimperat; was the 
golden cross gleaming- on its apex revealed to his enrap- 
tured gazet 

If indeed he was consoled by such a vision, it was 
promptly dispelled by the stern reality of the present. 
The executioners seized him, tore the ragged cloak from, 
his trembling shoulders, and cast him down on the cross. 
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At Ihc first stroke of the hammer, -every other sound 
in tiie circus was hashed. Every Wow was heard ID 
the prisoii, and ftffld redoubled bis supplications. A 
laiutcry, wrung from the viclim by excruofatfng Mb, 
reached his ear, and ho besought I ho Lord to accept this 
sacrifice lor the good of Ilia Church. Then tine listeners 
hear,! a scrupirtg sound, as Ihu crOHH w;w drugged along 
the ground to the hole, prepared for it, they beard the 
OoarM. imprecations uttered by the aWMrtfOUr in com- 
mand, the thud wherewtth the heavy beam MI mio 
ita place: finally they beard the outburst ol hellJab BOMB 
that greeted the victim ol heathen barbarity when Ultefl 
up to view, his dislocated limbs forced into their unnat- 
ural anil agonizing position ami Inmslixe.l by cruel nails. 
To hear the laughing, dapping of hands, too shouts 
and savage cries on nil flideH of tlm spacious amphi- 
theatre, uo ono could have believed that th^ assembled 
multitude were curing at and delighting in the dca Mi- 
agony ol a tori ured fellow -creature. Nero lent over the 
balcony in front of his throne, for the purpose of gelling 
ft better view ol the features of the victim, convulsed by 
the anguish of the last conllict. Then be threw himself 
back upon his cushions with a bruW laugh. Il« would 
not even, bv turning down bis thumb, make the usual 
sign to the executioner to give the auffcrer the coup do 
on** to end his torture. 

As soon as the cross was erected, Lucius averted his 
eves, and kneeling besido Paul, joined in prayer wi I n 
him. The martyr's agony was terrible but not pro- 
traded ; his soul soon took (light to h» tod ami 
Master, whom on earth he had lov.nl with so true and 
humble an affecUon. His body remained on Hie cross 
until the conclusion of the gamea: h was then sold to 
the Christians, who buried it secretly by night near the 
Circus. In the early ages or tho Church, a huge tcro- 
binth-trec in the vii.eyar.ls ol the Vatican hill, discern- 
ible from a- great distance, marked the spot where the 
first Pope was interred. 

Almost before the last spectator had left the circus, 
the jailer made Mb appearance in tho prison, bringing 
the joyful announcement to Paul Unit his turn would 
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come iiext. While his myrmidons were occupied fa) un- 
fastening the rusty chains from tlie iron rings Iq the 
w» I, a task of somediffiviilly, the Apostle had time to 
address a few words of consolation and admonflion to 
hiaOiadpie, Nor did he forget liis other friends, ine,,- 
inning several by name,, to whom luteins was to give 
his last greeting. Lneius. he said, was to write to the 
various communities which he had founded, teHinjr 
them lie Offered his life for them, that they might aland 
fast In the faith, la hope and in charity. At that 
moment he could truly say; "I have fought a neati 
fight, J have fulfilled my course, I feara kept the faith ; 
there is laid n p for mo a crown or justice which the I>rd 
the just judge will reu der to mo in Mint day, and not only 
to me, but to them also that love his appearing.'' 1 ) 
He will give it to you also, Lucius, my friend, if you 
are found faithful ; for you yet have a season of severe 
trial before you. Kill with courage and humility yon 
are certain of victory. »r cam do all things in Him who 
Strcngthencth me." 

The chains fell to tlio ground. Paul embraced Ludoa 
and gave him his Messing, while ho, with tears in his 
eyes, k issed the A postle's. wounded hands, The. prison 
warden led him away, and Hieing remained alone in the 
dungeon when, the Saint hail lived for many months 
and which -was hallowed as the scene of his prayers and 

snfferiaga, The yoang man was now lo experience that 

chief misery of prison life, solitary confinement, which 
to ItiiiiiMii nature in m wpiignunt. 

In the evening hours of the 29th of June, the bolts 
were ftgalD withdrawn and the Cyclops entered, 
t '-If yon have come to summon me to deatli, you are 
right welcome," the Tribune said. 

"Have patience, my good follow," answered the 

man, wlio was evidently well pleased about something. 

'Yonr ton wii i rtllWi in d(lc th||P) awI { wond( , r 

wliether I shall get as good a price for your remains as 
I did for these u-o today. Yon Christians must pn.ct.ise 
the mack art, and make spoils out of tlie bones and 
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blood or Uiorg who on executed, f P****? a " * 

price for every drop of your 1N..U tcx's Wood, and even 
for Uia nulls that lasU'iiud him («» the OTMS. 

"How did my beloved fellow nrtaww meet his 

"^'Ll went off quickly and without a hitch. The 
Praetor made short work of 11, :ls he was n.vlled to t « 

m *rial table, tic told Paul he m* -.the.- «gW» 
Jupiter or die. Paul wjntea to deliver J ^ '' ,o 5s U-n 
fence of his faith, hut the Prarlor tadW .m* oilmen 
to it. Th« sentence waa soou passed : » I rteWnjJJ 
and behea<l him outside the Oslmii Oato &B toWl s 
■eel away, ami for old no«,u;.mt;m<-e's sake I ■»*!* too, tor 
I uH-Jb feel an interest in the b.rds (hut wi- re n iiy 
Mm and 1 liliO it when they dm game. I'aul dis.l i>e»l 

raHn!ueheln 1K eas IM.-rdid. I*-' » ™* >£ 
Ikhmi half foolish as well ft ttteftf Ho.^rcr; lor he cm 
rami the ix-adxman so leude.ly .hat he mao WW 
almost bewildered. And wh«l to M OBt « »* •* 
with one stroke of his BWOTd, mflk instead of Wood 
spouted out on his cloak." 
"Did -you see that yourself t 
"No, i cannot affirm that it WW BO, Jjftj J*™ 

like it Bat if it was tlvo work M » <" £ ««> «« 

no good, fM 3»e WM as dead as a doornail. But ***I 
c^nVTor was to ask you whellKT you miiy -u d not 
n:,y mo any longer for the cell wfcth the oopholet I 
{old yon it went against m? couscumeo to let you have 

**£2£S2Sa* ** *>* I.«--sn.nte rrtl pty and 
he kuew no ODO whOW ho could ask to pay the ratjmrcd 

l * B ^£ttm l 1 wish yon may unnM yourself »»» in 

the dark where yea ceriuinly «ill not dud .he s.msl.n,e 
dazzle your eye»> the Cyelops rejoined, tfl b. I**** 
Iwth doors and went. Inn way. 

Thus Lucius was left alone ... tie pit* h. irk CBU. 
Wnr thn first for days he did not mind it SO ma*, the 
SMhSTS H d.,,h of the two M%gl 

especially Paul's image was so *'° ,llim,i,M >;. t' V.' o 
present to his mind, that the pnuou seemed* place to 
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be loved and honored. But by dcgrcen, as this im- 
pressiim grew weaker, the perpetual darkness and tbe 
nu now limits of the dungeon became almost intolerable. 
He was yet young, and with all the force of his nature 
be Graved for light and air. Was ho really forgotten, 
forsaken by the whole world ? The Christians in Koine 
knew nothing about him; as for Paul inns, he probably 
had left the town after his uncle's death or perhaps he 
had himself been arrested or oven put to death. 

And his mother, what liad become of herl She said 
she should! return to Home BO MOD as she had found a 
safe place for Lucilla. If the had come back, either she 
hud been unable (o learn anything sia to his whereabouts, 
or she had herself noetred the crown of martyrdom, 
and Wits in heaven. As for Berenice, he seldom thought 
of Iter now. The dream of greatness which the sybil of 
Gaesarea had confund up to inflame his ambition, was 
long ago dispelled. Then there was Tlxiimar— to Iter his 
mind often recurred, and when he prayed Tor his mother 
and sister, he prayed for her as well. Doubtless she 
had long since become a Christian. Was she still in 
Jerusalem, or was she living in Antioeh with her father 
and hrotliert And the old linhhi, was he as stiflneeked 
and opinionated a Jew as ever? If so, she mast nave 
many n Struggle to sustain in defence of her creed. 
Oft-times alie appeared to him in his dreams, sometimes 
he fancied she opened the prison doors for him as 
she did on that memorable night in Caiaphaa' house. 
And when ho woke, and found himself alone in the 
awful darkness, he had to summon to his aid all his 
faith in tbo preSeneeof God, and in His fatherly Pro- 
vidence which ho had imbibed from the Apostle's 
leaching, iii order not to sink altogether in the waters of 

affliction. 

"God is present with mo here in this dungeon," he 
said to himself hundreds of times. Paul used to say: 
"In Him we live, and move, and are; He sees me, and 
He knows Triiat is best for me. Wh:tt matter if I die 
here, forgotten, abandoned by all my earthly friends, if 
He dot's not forget, does not aliandon met" These 
words ho repeated to himself whenever doubt and 
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despair invaded his soul, mid often he hnd hard! work to 
drive th«m away; for his faith WU only that of a neo- 
phyte, and liis heart still yearned -strongly for freedom 
and for the happiness 1 .hat earl h offers. 

And oh, how slowly the time went by. He could 
scarcely distinguish day from night, tor the unappetis- 
ing (are provided for him Was ■><•* brought regularly by 
the careless -warder. But though he oould keep no reck- 
oning of time, he knew many Weeks anfl months hnd 
elapsed and the summer was over, for llieeold air that 
found its way into the prison, the howling wind audible 

■Mil li-.ni. could only come from the -wiulry v lags Of 

Boreas. , 

Still days, weeks, months dragged on win leaden 
feet. Once when he iiwk.nl the surly scrvilor who 
brought in his pitcher <«f water whether It was ■ununer- 

(ime in the onLside world, Hie man replied that it was 
lie;ir the end of April. Thus it wa* a year since hn was 
put into prison. Only one year! lie remembered sitting 
■with Liioilla under the lilacs in hill bloom; he- fancied 
he smelt the delicious BOent of Hie blossoms, ami heard 
the sweet voiced nightingale, ill Hie laurel - grove. 
"Was ho never Bgahl to inhale the perfume of flowers, to 
listen to the song of birds, to feel the bid my breath of 
the spring T Hot tears ran down the captive's cheeks. 
He recalled one day when, as a boy, ho disputed willi 
his sister about a -wild row, and to annoy hex, palled 
the fragile flower to pieces. What would he not give 
no* for one wayside rose. Tor one glance from those 
dear eyes, that had fllled with tears at his boyish 

naughtiness. _ , . 

Still the days, the weeks passed by. f.ueiiiK thought 
it must be midsummer, but he had resigned himself to 
his fate, and ceased to make any count, of time. He told 
himself it must go on thus, till the foul air of the dun- 
geon destroyed all the Vitality ©t his youthful frame. 

At length one duv Lucius observed a striking change 
in the behavior of the Blare who carried his scanty food 
to him. Generally the ninn would senreely answer a 
word to the questions Addressed to him, and went away 
directly he had pushed the bowl of soap, the loaf and 
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pitelter in through the hnlf-apened door; bnt this time 

In- throw Hi© door wide open* and lingered, ns ii to sayi 

"Is there nothing yon want to ask of ino today!" 

Lueius avaih'd himself of tlie Opportunity to hifpaire 
whether the winter would not pooh be coming. The 
slave laughed, and suid : **WInter Indeed! Why we 
have not yet reached the Ides of June! Yen should 
rather ask whether another emperor will not soon be 
eomlug, for the divine Nero committed suicide hist 
night!" 

"Nero dead!" Lucius exclaimed. "And he died by 
his own hand, yon tell me. How did that eoiuc alH>ulf " 
"It csime about thin way, w 11 10 mtui answered, 
spitting on tb-e floor. "The fact was, he had gone on a 
little too fast, and the people wonld not put up willi his 
doings any longer. Bo1h Julius Iho conqueror of Gaul, 
and (i nihil hi Bpain, with all their legions, threw off his 
authority, unil that annoyed him beyond measure. He 
wanted to go out to them himself with the Praetorian 
(Juard, ami win them back to their allegiance with lyre 
and song. But the Praetorians did not eare n rush for 
In- piping anil strumming;, and they too called on (iaiha 
to assume the purple. Then the Senato plucked up 
courage, unil declared Nero to bo aa enemy of Ibe 

country. Moreover lliey ordered bint to lie stripped to 
the sklu, mid \vlii|i|H'd through the pi. recta of the city, 
tho farm on his shoulders. ') JSy liaeehiis, I wonld really 
have submitted (o Iks whipped myself, for the sake of 
seeing the fun. Hut in the, night the divine songster 
gave them the slip ; he crept away to the country house 
of one I'luHiu, a lilKTiiledl tditve, lamented bitterly the 
loss to tho world of bo gifted an artist ns himself, mid 
finally drew his sword and cut his own gullet. Yon bet, 
the immortals will be delighted to have such a worthy 
addition to thoir number! " 

At that juncture the jailer came hurrying along the 
corridor, calling out: "What are you after, you good- 



') Tlie /una was .in instrument of punishment in the form of 
a fork which una placed on the culprit's uctk while his bauds 
were fastened to the two en*l». 
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for-nothing rascal? You think, now that Galba is em- 
peror, though he is yet fax away in Spain, that yon are 
your own maeterl The lash shall teach you your mis- 
take! Now you. Tribune Lucius, have every reason to 
rejoice in the change of rulers, for I have always re- 
marked that those who were mortal enemies of a Caesar, 
after his fall rise to high dignil Lea. I daresay it will be 
bo in your case, and my best wishes arc with yon. When 
Fortune smiles on you, do not forget the Cyclops, who 
has ever shown himself to be a conscientious and hon- 
orable man. You might really nominate me to the ad- 
ministration of some province just as well as one of the 
other Quirites. As it was only by order of Tigellinus 
that you were confined here, and he has Mien together 
with bis imperial patron, you are at liberty to leave 
your present quarters whenever you please. I will even 
procure some more present able clothes for you, as your 
own are all the worse for wear, and give yon a tew ses- 
tertii to boot, with the certain Assurance that yon will 
return them with fair interest as soon as your circum- 
stances allow of your doing so." 

All this came upon Lucius so suddenly, so unexpect- 
edly, that he hardly knew whether it was not a dream. 
Nero dead, himself a free man! For some time he could 
hardly realize the fact. Then he gladly accepted the 
jailer's offer, for his garments would scarcely hold to- 
gether. While a linen tunic and a cloak sweh as were 
usually worn by the townspeople in lien of the more 
stately toga, were being fetched for him, he knelt down 
and kissed the floor of the cell wherein so many celestial 
blessings, so much earthly misery had been his portion. 
During his long imprisonment he had almost lost the 
power of walking, and his eyes had grown unaccustomed 
to bear the light of day. The sunshine made them 
smart, and he shielded them with one hand, whilst with 
the other, grasping a staff the jailer had given him, he 
groped his way like a blind man. Whither, he asked 
himself, should he turn his steps? Doubtless the house 
where he lived with his parents was shut up and de- 
serted. Presently he thought of Aquila, the friend 
whose hospitality Paul had often mentioned to him, and 
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he determined, lo repair fo his residence on the Aveatine 
kill. 

In his weak stale Lucius would have experienced 
great difficulty in reaching his destination, had ho not 
l>ecn accosted by a lac], who asked him kindly if he had 
lost his sight, and would like him to art ua his guide. 

"I am not blind, my dear boy, only the sunlight 
dazzles me. f have spent many long months in a dark 
dungeon. II yon would conduct me to t3io house of one 
Aquila, a tent-maker, On the Aventiuo hill, it would be 
a work of charity. 

"To Aquila's lioasel" the l»y rejoined; adding, in a 
lower tone: "Then you surely are one of the brethren, 
and you were imprisoned for the faith f II so, you must 
come first to nay mother, she sells fruit close to the pons 
triumphaiia." 

J.tiruis acquiesced in this proposal, and the boy, 
whose name was Cams, took him to the little shop his 
mother kept. The good matron itiade him come Into the 
inner room, and set before him Ireshly-baked bread aud 
a eag» of excellent wine. When she heard that the guest 
she was entertaining had been Paul's fellow-prisoner, 
out of veneration she kissed his feet, and did not know 
how to make enough of the Confessor of Christ, In fact 
Luciimbiul difficulty in restraining her demonstrations 
of rcvvriMicfi, From her ho learnt that Paulinas left 
Borne* week after his uncle's execution, consequently 
nearly u year ago, and sailed for the East In Palestine 
matters were going on in a sad way, but he would hear 
all the news from Aquila. Concerning his mother and 
sister she could give him no definite information. At 
any rate they had not been brought bark to Home as 
captives, for in that case she would have kuown it, since 
at the times of divine service the names of all who were 
cant iuto prison lor Christ's sake were read out, and 
they were commended to the prayers of the faithful. 
Carus then conducted the Tribune to the Avontfne. The 
city was all in an uproar; the inhabitants were exulting 
over the death of the tyrant and demanding the execu- 
tion of his favorites. In one street a baud of Praetori- 
ans, all more or less intoxicated, were dragging the 
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mutilated body of the iinlortunsl-o Tigellinus along the 
ground, and singing songs in mockery of Nero and of 
their lute Prefect; now ami again nhuuling a loud, 
boisterous Hurrah for their new Caesar. Lucius anil 
hia youthful guide had to make u circuit, passing 
through a narrow alley, in order lo nv<»id iiieetiug the 
uproarious rabble. "There you nee the end of a life of 
vice," Lucius said to the boy. 

Aquila and his wife Priscilla received the Tribune 
wil.h open arms. Aquila was a -lew wltotii Paul had 
converted, he was » wealthy tent- weaver, much rMMflted 
in the city. His wife was a Itoman !■;. birth; both were 
fervent Christians, mention of them is frequently made 

in St. Paul's epistles. They were deeply touched by 

Lncius' account of the I:ihI weeks the Apmllo of (he 
Gentiles spent on earth ; he hstd Imm-ii wit h them a great 
deal at one time, and eTOn worked in their workshop. 
Finally Lucius said he wanted, as soon as he whh strong 
enough to go to the Sabine hills, U> find out what had 
become of bis mother mid sister; after that lie intended 
to rejoin his legion, aa military duty required] him to do. 

"That will fall in admirably with my plana," Aquilu 
answered. "About a month hence I have to send a 
large consignment of tent-cloth to Cnesitrea, where the 
twelfth legion is still stationed; 1 shall go myself aud I 
shall be delighted if you will accompany me. Vespasian 
has already subdued all Galilee, the towns on the coast, 
the country east of the Jordan, and by this time proba- 
bly Idumea as well. He is now preparing to march 
against the capital, which is cut off from all possibility 
of attaining assistance. Thus yon will l»e enabled to go 
with the forces and witness the awful retribution from 
the hand of God which will overtake my unhappy breth- 
ren in their hardness, of heart. I vender Biow Simeon 
has fared and the community in Pe Ha whom Paulinus 
joined last year. If it is not quite impossible, i shall do 
my utmost to send them some sulWdiesfromC'arsarea." 

Accordingly a few days later Lucius, mounted on a 
mule with which this friendly host provided hi in, re- 
paired, to the Sabine hills. To his horror and grief he 
found the house in ashen, and the gardens laid waste. 
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E v. n tlao beautiful olive tree*, which gave its name to 
the villa, were hewn down, and their prostrate trunks 
half hidden by a luxuriant growth of wild flowers. Ill an- 
BWertefciS Inquiries a goatherd, lending liisflocfc in the 
Immediate vicinity, informed bint that about a year be- 
fore a (rvop of. horsemen hail Bttddenly made their ap« 
pearanec, ami searched the house and all the country 
round lo find IhR ladles who owned the villa. 

Lucius asked anxiously if (hey had been discovered. 

"XO, they wer& warned in time to make good llirir 
escape with their old manservant. And the leader of 
the band (whom from the description given Latins re- 
cognized fo be Tigelliiius) was ko furious at not finding 
them that he set fire to tho house and bad the trees eut 
down." 

"And where have the ladies gone to? They were 
my mother mid sister!" 

The goat-herd could not answer this query, nor 
though he spent several hours in making investigations 
in the neighborhood, could Lucius obtain any definite 
information concerning the place of their aliodft. One 
olne Beamed to point to fimbria, another to Naples. He 
followed up the latter, but without any result, ami at 
lengtb found be mnat delay no longer if be was to reach 

Pnteoli, whi'iolio had iippoinh'd to meet Aquila, :is his 
reasel wm to siil from that point, 

lif only just, arrived in time to go nn board wiih his 
friend. Aquila. endeavored to comfort him in his (lis- 
appainhiifiit. saying: --The Angel who guided Tobias 

on his way, or sona* other roleslial spirit will accompany 
and watoh over your dear ones. You will meet the iii 
again as soon as it pleases oar heavenly Father, without 
whose consent not a hair of our Lead Jails to the 
ground.' ' 



CHAPTER 35. 
In Berenice's Palace once more. 

The "Star of Jacob," Urn vessel A-piila, had char- 
tered for the voyage fro Cacsarea, reached her destination 
safely. ISefure binding, the (.nt-maJiufoctorcj pointed 
out fro Lucius from the deck the house wberoln St. Peter 
baptised the Centurion Cornelius, the lirst GeutUeeOn- 
vert. "I always put up there," 3ie said. "It is the Inn 
to which nil the Christians go, ami we assemble there for 
divine worship. Will yon go (Aero with me I" 

"I most first present myeell to the Commander-hi' 
chid, lint yon may bo bum Pwt i email I" 1 ' in »■ 

nppearamo every Sunday, if I possibly tan," Lucius 

replied. 

Meanwhile the ship lay to Alongside the si one 
jelly, which reaching: far out inlo Hie bay, formed one 
side of the harbor. Jonas the ship-owner was standing 
dure, by the shed he had; erected for the storage of mer- 
chandise; Lucius recognized at a glance his red hair and 
Tall angular form, and remembered having seen Ben- 
jamin in his company. So tie sainted him in a friendly 
manner and inquired after the hoy and his sister. 

At first the Jew eyed the Roman officer somewhat 
suspiciously, then he seemed to remember him, and 
said: "The" Tribune, I believe, who brought the boy from 
Jerusalem. Sir, that lad of Sad 00*8 wis just like a wild 
colt, uiitunuHl and unbroken, and it is ft great shame 
that (the learned Babbi should have brought him np so 
badly. I winded to do him good, and corrected him 
according to the word of God. Bal the young rascal 
took himself off, first to the bouse or that Jezabel Bere- 
nice, and afterwards God knows whither, The divine 

, | ,....],:■,... v. i !! (.-.'" un I, mi tor ftll ttlfl BDOOJ 10108 D6 

brought upon ma. Probably he baa taken himself off to 

Jerusalem, fro rejoin bin sister, for from the day when 

the messenger sent l>v the llabbi returned without her, 
(103) 
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there was no doing anything with the child. His biub 
will 1.0 visited upon him! " 

"Then the Rabbi's daughter is still in Jerusalem T " 
Lucius asked. 

"As far as I know," was the abrupt answer. 
"And her father, what has become of him V 
The ship-owner shrugged his shoulders and said : "I 
neither know nor care. I got no thanks, for the trouble 
I took with his unruly son, he only ascribed his dis- 
obedience to undue severity on my part, though I only 
acted as the word of God directs. I saw liim a short 
time ago in. this town. Perhaps he too has taken him- 
self off to Jerusalem before now. Tho Komai ■ allow 
everyone to go up there, but not one may come back. 
Or he may have gone to his own homo in Antioch. to 
look after business matters. There, now I have been 
more communicative to you than it is my habit to be to 
Romans. Tell me where does the ship come from, and 
what does her cargo consist of— corn for the troops?" 
Ho, she carries linen for the tents from liouie." 
"Oh, from Aquila, tho Nazarite?" the ship-owner 
rejoined, spitting as ho apoke, to show his detestation of 
tho Christians. "Ho ought to b© ashamed of himself 
supplying the enemies of his nation with tent-cloth. At 
any rate it tolls us this much, that Vespasian does not 
think he will take the holy ,-ily l„.fom tho winter." 

"You forget that you are talking to a Roman ! Toor 
freedom of speech might cost you dear. I know Aquila 
to be a man or honor, niid there is no reason why he 
should not Bupply his goods to the Romans in a just 
war. For the matter of that, I think I remember that 

y ° U /]'m! ip8 I Carried COm fn>m E £ypt tor onr legions." 

"That is true, Roman, and I stand corrected. Tho 
wal of tho Lord, wherewith I am zealous againBt the 
HUUttH, earned me a little too far. Therefore do not 
think again of what I said, and let as pint friends." 
Thereupon the Jew folded his arms across his breast, 
made a low bow anil withdrew. 

Lucius put on his coat of mail, not the splendid one 
which was Berenice's gift, and of which Tigollmus had 
ribbed him, but a new one, procured for him by Aquila. 
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It was much simpler, yet it set off well the handsome 
manly figure of tho Tribune, ami the soldiers whom he 
met on his way to the palace looked at him with ad- 
miration. "A model Roman warrior — Mara himself 
would not be a better one" said two officeis as they 
turned to look after him. 

Lucius had been told thai, he would Dud Vespasian 
in Berenice's palace, and thither he accordingly went, 
lint with mixed feelings. Oufiht he to ask u> bUs Itere- 
nieel He had discussed this with hi insult during the 
voyage; he would Bay he was A Christian ami give her 
back her promise, since it wsu under false suppositions 
that she luid pledged her troth to him. 

But he waa not destined to have that interview, and 
make that declaration, which he could not but own 
would be difficult and painful. As ho crossed the 
threshold Enpolemos met him, and instantly recognised 
him. "What, already back fr«iu Itoimd" he exclaimed, 
raising- Ms eyebrows. "Well, it cannot lie s;ii<l that we 
have heart] much of tho grand results expected from 
your eloquence in regard to Gessius Florus' trial. He 
is said to t>e somewhere in tho south of Italy peacefully 
enjoying the proceeds of hia roguery. Besides, we have 
heard news of another nature which were not calculated 
to do my royal mistress much, honor. Reports reached 
us that you had l»een arrested, and on grounds not loo 
creditable to yourself. However I will not believe that. 
Yet the Qnecn would! certainly prefer not to receive 
you." 

"1 have no intention of intruding myself upon 
her," Lucius rejoined, the blood rushing hotly to his 
brow at the tone adopted by this menial, formerly so 
subservient. "I Intended to pay my reelects to the 
General, and afterwards to apprise the Queen of my 
return. If she does not wish to receive me, that is her 
Own doing, and I certainly have no wish to force my- -if 
upon her. But if you dare to tell me I was arrested for 
reasons "not very creditable to myself" I am bound by 
my honor as a tribune to tako you to task for your in- 
sinuations. Therefore have tho goodness to explain 
yourself. Pray what were the reasons alleged I" 
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"Oh, you "want to pick a qaarrcl with one ol the 
Quccn'fl officers in her owu residence! is there no ono 
here who will protect me against tlit* Msanlta of this 
bully! Here, Guard, help for the Queeu r 8 chamber- 
lain," .shouted the cowardly fellow, who was terrilkrd 
at the expression the Tribune's countenance wore. 

"No one wants to hurt a hair of your bead, but you 
innst answer to me for what you just said," Luciim re- 
joined. 

EupolemoB however would not 1ms pacified ; he called 
to the Centurion oj the Guard; "Ho is. llireiitonaiig met 
Only look ut his angry eyes! He wants to quarrel with 
me and has affronted the Queen in my person." 

"Now, Comrade, I hope you will be more reasonable 
than Qlifl excited chatterer!" 

"Hear how insulting he is, lie calls the Queen's cham- 
berlain a chatterer!" BopolwiOB exclaimed. A group 
of slaves and soldiers had already collected in the vesti- 
bule. 

"I am sorry the word escaped me, but still I must 
insist on your specifying the discreditable reasons that 
led to my itrreet in Koine," the Tribune said resolutely. 
"Well then, if yon must know, it was lieeause you be- 
long to the contemptible mid god lew sect of the Christi- 
na, and on that account you were imprisoned with the 
lowest of the people — deny it if you can!" 

Kiipnli'inoN, einl>oldeii«'d by 1 lie presence of the sol- 
diers and ulavi-s, flnng this accusation — at that period 
a condemnation in. itself — at. the Tribune with nothing 
short of fury. Lucius turned pale. lie might have 
repudiated it as untrue, lor it was not for beiug a 
Christian, but for protecting; his sister that he was 
thrown into prison. But he felt that the time was come 
for him to bear shame for the name ol Christ, so he 
boldly answered: "Yes, I was imprisoned with a Christ- 
ian, and I am myself a Christian." 

"Hear what he says! What a fdmmeful thing, and 
he a Bomaai tribune!" ejaculated the bystanders. 

"At least he has the courage of his convictions," the 
officer said. ' 'Yet for the moment I must treat you as a 
prisoner, and inform the Legate of this matter. Give 
np your sword and come "with me." 
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Betdgnlng himself to bis fate, Lucius followed the 
Centurion. He bail never heard it said thsit Vespasian 
•was cruel, but he was a Roman and :i devout worshipper 
of the gods. It would be unite enough fur one of the 
idolatrous priests to discover some e*vil portent in the 
entrails of n sacrificial victim, 07 In tin- night of a bird, 
and declare that the gods wore angered by Uio presence 
of the Christian tribune, and Latins' Die would not be 
worth a moment 1 a purchase. Tims, Vespanlan's son, 

who was a friend of his in their youthful days, might 

perl liio* intercede for him, but the utterance Of mi oracle 
would have more weight wi I It the old General than his 
sou's entreaties. 60 Lnefius looked death in the face; 
he offered to God the sacrifice of his life and waited 
calmly for his fate to be decided. 

Meanwhile Eupolemns hail acquainted Berenice of 
Lucius Flavus* arrival and of the scene that had been 
enacted in the vesiibnle. Tim majordom0| siiil in a 
state of the greatest excitement, exclaimed: "He 
actually h;ul 11k* e. IT raillery lo rail mo it chaHcm! lint 
I paid him out tor it; I forced hiai to acknowledge him- 
self an adherent of that vile st of sects, ami there is 110 
fear that he will prove troublesome lo your Majesty any 
more. The Officer of the Guard has already placed liim 

under arrest." 

"I owe you small thanks for what yon have done," 
the royal lady replied, as she reclined idly on her 
cushions. "You know how I dislike scenes. And 
what will bo the result? In the palace, in Hie town, 
in the camp, every one will Is* talking of this young 
officer, whom I formerly distinguished by my favor. 
Besides be is a very agreeable man, and the trilli nff mis- 
understand ing might easily have been set right by a lew 
civil speeches, Go and scud Elpis l<» me. I shall have 
to receive Titus presently, I want her to dress my 

hair." 

"Klpis entered to perform the duties of her office. 

The daintily-curled hair w:ia rearranged 011 her mistress' 

forehead, n few drops of costly oil, perfumed with 

violets, of eastern manufacture, were added to heighten 

tbe lustre of the glossy locks, and in the place of the 
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coronet which Berenice held in her slender fingers, a 
bund of retl silk encircled her dark tresses. She atten- 
tively studied the effect of thi ■ manner <>i arranging her 
hair in the silver mirror a slave held belore Iter, and 
.seemed satisfied with it. "Just a touch of stibium under 
the eyes," she said. "No, that is too much, how clumsy 
you arc! — There, that will do. We will leave the 
rouge alone. Kow hand me the rose-colored mantle 
with the onyx- clasp, that will look well with the w?a- 
.■■: '■'■11 !<■!"■. The folds seem to hang properly. Doe-sit 
not show the right foot too inncht Just a little alw>vo 
the ankle, ho as to let the gold imklets be seen. Now 
stand at a little distance and look well at me; is all us 
tt should bet" 

"O my Queen, twiware lest Juno or any other goddess 
should sec yon, she will be jealous of your beauty, and 
the envy of the immortals is to be dreaded," the slave 
answered, lifting her hands in admiration. 

"O yon flatterer! Now go and say I am ready to 
receive Titus the Legate." 

A few momenta later the expected visitor was 
ushered! in. 

Titus was a tall, handsome man, young and stontly 
built. He wili then about thirty years of age. His 
muscular frame and well expanded chest tohl of a good 
training in the wrestling-school ; hi* bead, covered with 
fair curls, was perhaps n little too large for perfect 
proportions. The square Honiaii chin, the firmly-shut 

mouth, Jtiiti the wide forehead, from which the hair grow 

li]) straight, bej<[M>ko mora tlnin ordinary firmness, bold- 
ness and energy ol character, while the expression of 

the large, dark eyes was proud and cold. At times 
however, they neaiited with a softer, tenderer light, and 
so it was when they rested ou the fair Princess reposing" 
on her couch. 

"By all the Graces," he exclaimed in a pleasant 
voice, "yoii become morn beautiful every day, lovely 
Queen. I am tempted to believe that Aphrodite has. 
lent you her girdle, or Circe has given you Ehc elixir of 
perpetual youth!" 

"Sit down here-, brave Titus," she answered. "If I 
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really neem fairer today lo your eyes, it is the reflection 
o! the happiness that filln my heart ever tunce I have 
known that the immortal nods destine our lots to be 
united." 

"In (act, after the wonderful lliin^s wet saw and 
heard in Circe's cave, lean hardly doubt that si» it is. 
And I tliank tlie gods, for harlDg»ppoiiited Hiieliitrining 
a partner to share the throne in store for inc." 

"You speak somewhat coldly of the future — have 

you any doubt alwut it!" 

"The gods themselves are overruled by Kale, mid if I 
doubt at all, it is because of 1-lic possibility thut if* may 
be mistaken as to the meaning of the decree of Kate. Ity 
Jove, that would bo the liardi*st trial of my lib', to lose 
you as. well as the crown of universal empire — I do not 

know how I could bear the disappointment." 

"Wo are not mistaken," Berenice replied, while she 
contemplated the changing lights in the sparkling jewels 
of her diadem. 

"Have you not already once been deceived 1'* Titus 

nsked. 

"There, some one has been telling tales to you 1 You 
mean the Tribune Lucius Flatus! It is that chatterbox 
KupolemoHl" cried Berenice- vehemently, letting the 
coronet she held fall from her hands. "I will tell you 
nil the story myself, I quite intended to do bo, as soon 
us I heard of the tribune's return." 

She then proceeded to unfold the narrative of the 
"absnrd nwsappreheufiion," as she termed it, anil con- 
cluded by Mylng; "You must acknowledge, my dear 
Titus, that the well set up figure of the tribune, the 

eolor of his hair, and the similarity of your name and 

bin, Flams and Flavins, must excuse my mistake, liut 
now I have complete certitude res|»ectiiiK Hie decree, 
jnid you yourself saw that the words written in ehanie- 
tei-s ol fire formed the word Flavius. No, this time 
there is no possibility of error or deception." 

"I hope yon may Is: right, fairest Berenice," Tit-ns 
answered, as he stooped to pick up the diadem which 
lay on the ground and handed it to her. 

**Aecipiooment I take this coronet as a happy por- 
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tent of the imperial crown In the future," the royal lady 
mini ; hut while she spoke ko confidently there lurked a 
dim hi. in her ambitious soul, for she remembered only 
too well a similar scene bs-ing enacted l»etwcen her ami 
Lucius, audi the (oud hopes then raised hud siuce proved 
a vain delusion. 

Titus went on to say that Twins Flavas was cod- 
sldercd very like him, although the color of his eyes 
was different, and be was of slighter build. In fact in 
their school (lays lie had even been taken for him. Ho 
was a good fellow, trustworthy and honorable. Ho 
would gladly have given hiui the command of the first 
cohort of the twelfth legion, for the man was not lacking 
courage and valor. Now lie had rendered that impos- 
sible through his own folly, in joining that accursed 
Christian sect. He was always somewhat of a dreamer; 
he must have got that tendency from his mother, who 
was a Greek, for it ia alien to the Soman character. As 
a boy he could not bear to see a slave whipped to death, 
and Uiq true Roman is made of sterner stuff. "When 
my father hears of his apnstaey from the religion of 
Bome," Titus concluded, "it may cost the foolish fellow 
his life." 

Berenice shuddered, hut. not a word did she say in 
behalf of the man She formerly courted and Mattered . 
She only sought herself in all that she did. 

TitUB then mid his father had decided to semi him to 

Rome to |>ay homage to Che new Caesar who was 

expected to arrive in the capital in the iiulitnin. on his 
return from Spain. Berenice immediately said that she 
would persuade her brother Agrippa to accompany him. 
Thereupon she employed all her eloquence and all her 
arta, urging the Legate to make "se of this opportunity 
to pave for himself a way to the throne. "Galha is an 
old man, he will not reign long. Flatter him, and 
induce him to make you or your father his partner on 
the throne, or at least to nominate you as his successor. 
Do not spare money; (Matter it freely among the Senators 
and Praetorians; i>y a golden ladder one mounts most, 
easily, most windy, to the seat of power. It is a pity 
that your father, ao wise in other respects, is somewhat 
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close-fisted in regard lo money-mutters. In that he does 

not show himself at all a model, either for ;i ruler, or 
even for a- prudent merchant, for in cu-mmeroe a man 
will matter his gold lm>adi-asl if In- sees a lair prospect 
of regaining it with large intcre>t. Ami is not the 
Koniiiu empire an iiiesliau-liblc mine of wealth 1" 

Titus could not do otherwise Mian acknowledge the 

justice of these remarks ami he admired t 1m- acumen of 
her judgment. He said lo himself chat sin- irasa bom 
rater, and took his leave, rnllydetermined not to lot Blip 
auy possible opportunity of pi'oiii]tt Mid dreisivo action. 
Berenice kissed ker band to him and looked after 
him with a beaming countenance and winning smile, 
uutil the curtain fell behind him. 

Then Irt manner underwent ii complete change. **ho 

frowned angrily and Hap ped her hands; and when Iho 

slave appeared in answer to her tommoriS, Rbe bade her 
seud Eupoleaios Eo her 1 11 a bone that fairly frightened] 
the girl. 

When the major-domo, a Jew minutes later, came out 
Of Ids mistress* boudoir, his mouth wore a forced smile, 
by which D0W6VW 151 pis. was not deecived. Sho had 
listened at the door, ami had thoroughly eiijoyed hear- 
ing the epithets that Bereni06 flung at the thief of her 
household. An ''old babbler" was the mildest terra 
applied to him ; in heraugor she had threatened to Iiaro 
him removed to one of the loneliest fortresses, Machaerus, 
if ever again he presumed to give, a hint of her private 
affairs to anyone, and particularly to the Legate Titus. 

Elpis knew very well what that meant, and remem- 
bered the exceptional favor which her mistress formerly 
showed lo> the tribune. "Now she is in love with the 
Legate, whom she thinks fdie has in leading hi rings. Yet 
Lucius was a handsomer man titan this Tihis, and I 
should fancy a finer character," ElplBSald lo herself. "1 
must tell Brasilia's maid that the Tribune has returned, 
and thai Supolemos had him apprehended for being* 

Christian. They keep themselves so secluded in Uiofr 
wing of the palace, that no news ever reaches them." 

Lucius meanwhile had Ihmmi conducted into si hall on 
the ground tloor, where lie was kept fur the time-being. 
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The room was dimly Baited, thus lie failed at first to 
reoognbe a Jew wlio was there, a tall slim flguro wilh a 
long, narrow face and a thick black beard. Lucius 
felt sure he had seen the man before. Hurt he could not 
remember where or when, until he addressed n few 
initialled sentences to him in Greek. He then knew him 
to ho the fieri be who had brought tho charges against 
Gessins Florusin the presence of thi> Syrian rugate, and 
Stepping up to him, held out his hand wilh a courteous 
salutation. As he did so he became aware from the 
rattling of a chain, that Hie Jew's wrists were fettered. 

"Joseph Uen Matthias, if 1 am not mistaken? and in 
fetters. I am sorry to see you in such circumstances " 
he said to him. 

"Your kind words do me honor. I remember you 
too, you are the brave Centurion who defended Queen 
Berenice from the insults of that vulgar Asiatic, and I 
think I know your name, Lnminosus or Lucidus, Oh 
yea Lucius, 1 remember that it was a name of good 
augury. I have changed my name to Flavins Josephns, 
out of respect lor rny generous patron and protector the 
most noble Flnvius Yespasianus, who spared my life. 
These tetters you now see me wearing, are mere child's 
toys. I do not believe they weigh more than a couple 
of pounds. I wish tlwy did, for before long Vespasian 

will replace them by gold bracelets." 

Josephns then related how, after the fall of Jotapata, 

lie bad saved his life by boldly prophesying that Vespa- 
sian Would become the ruler of the whole earth.') Since 
then the General took him about with him everywhere 
under surveillance, promising to reward him with royal 
liberality, if the prediction came true. 

■"And it it does not, you will have to pay for It with 

your head. Whatever induced you to make such ansa 
prophecy?" the Tribune said. 

"You are surely swam of the Universal expectation 
of the advent of a great king, who will arise in Judea. 
and rule the whole world t And the prophecies in the 
book of Daniel point clearly to the present da.T," 

■"Do yon, who are a Jew, venture to apply that pre- 

l ) Joseplius. Wars of Hie Jews, III, 8, 9. 
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diction of a future Messiah to » Roman t Do you, who 
arc a Keribe, nut know that tint Messiah must be a sou 
of David's royal lineage, that Ho was to lie born in 
Bethlehem at a pure Virgin 1 How BUI that lie said of 
Vespasian or hia son Titus I" 

"I am perfectly well aeijuuLiiied with On passages to 

which you allude, lint if I were- to areept them as 
prophetic, I should be obliged to acknowledge Jesus of 
Nauaretli to l»c the Messiah, alre;uiy I'omi' into the 
world, ami that I will by no means admit, lie did not 
briiig universal dominion, whieh was the chief object in 
view." 

"I believe in HLni as being the Son of (led, Mm right- 
f ul king of Heaven and earth, 1 ' Lucius quietly- answered. 

'•What, you U6 a Christian!' 1 tile .lew exclaimed, 
drawing back n little space. "It is a singular thing I hal 
this creed gains ground everywhere, eVel! ulnollg the 
sober-minded Unmans. I fdu»uld almost he Inrliiieil lo 
take lip with it myself, if N vera not so impolitic and of 
so impractical a nature. For I must confess, then was 
something indescribably subliinn, divine, about that 
Jesus, 1 ) A ml what is said conn: riling his resurrection 
is not simply a fabrication, the Chief Council were very 
much embarrassed about it at tlte time, and several of 
our most learned doctors of the law, such as Gamaliel, 
joined the baud of his adherents. Tlie large majority, 
however, were poor and illiterate. And now that a 
generation has passed, have they attained dominion 
over the world ? Many of them have been put to death ; 
very few of Jesus' disciples are still living. Do that 
handful of men think they will exercise universal sway 
in opposition to the dominant beliefs? There is no pos- 
sibility of their doing so. Look al the iron might of 
these sfcecl-clod legions, see what a firm hold the cuttM 
of tlie gods has over the people. The idea is so eon - 
irary to common sens* that I cannot conceive how a 
sensible Roman could he induced to adopt such :i creed. 
Pardon me for speaking so frankly to yon." 

In vain Lu*'ius endeavored to convey to the mind 



•) Jostephus. Antiquities XVIII. 3, 3. Sec the note at the 
enil oi Hi is chapter. 
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of the apostate Jew an idea of the spiritual power, of 
the spiritual dominion, which the divine Founder of Un- 
christian religion rendered it posHible of excrciring', 
Hia words only provoked vehement contradiction, and 
lie observed to Lia sorrow, that his interlocutor had 
made shipwreck of all beliefs. "If Jehovah exists/' 
the unhappy man said, "He ouglit not thus to give His 
people over into the band of their enemies." 

"He hay clone no Id chastise them for their perfidy 
and for putting Uie Messiah to death. Did not Jesus 
weep over Jerusalem, because when He would have pro- 
tected it a« a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, 
it would not accept His gracious invitation, bat cried : 
"His blood boon us, and on our children." 

When Lucius found that the apostate was not to lie 
convinced, he desisted from further argument, and 
turned the conversation to the war and the more recent 
events that had occurred in Palestine sineo his flight 
from Jerusalem. Then Flavins Joseph- ns gave him a 
detailed account of the strife of factions in Jerusalem 
and of the war in Galilee. 

As soon as the party for peace was suppressed in the 
city, quarrels begun to divide (he party of the Zealots. 
Eleatar was not ohoaen ns its leader, although he had 
got the treasures of the temple and ft considerable por- 
tion of the spoil taken from Gall us Into his hands. A 
council formed for the defence of the city— the members 
of which were at war wi(h one another — wielded Uio 
highest authority; senlencc of denlh was passed on one 

individual after another, and these sentences were 
executed at night by the Sfcarit. Whoever was con- 
tddered in the Slightest degree (o be "suHpoel,"' was not 
sure of his life for a single moment. 

Whilst this State of things prevailed in the eiiy, 
Josephus bad been so fortunate as to bo appointed to 
the command in Galilee, and there he hart strained every 
nerve to raise nu army of 100,000' men and to train anil 
discipline them after (he Roman model. Lucius could 
scarcely lappress a sinilo at the why in which tbc man 
talked, as if ho were the greatest Strategist fa the world. 
He had soon discovered Ihat in John of Gisehala a 
OOWardly boaster, lie had an opponent who would with 
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Rtamt ami *aln.mmate Iiim, ami who ac-tnally did lay 
dhWgefl against him before I hi' Couwcil of War in Jeru- 
salem. Josephus was ordered lo appear liefore the 
Council to justify himself, hut lie !iad tin- wisdom not to 
ohev the summons, and well for him that, he did not, as 
his death was a foregone conclusion. 

tlnfortunately in eonaeqaencfl of these bjtrfgaea his 
army VM divided ami broken up. BO th:ii when Vespa- 
sian and Tttoa iiiiissod. their force* al I'tnloniiim, lie 
could not venture to nttack thorn in the open field. John 
of Giseliala betook himself to Jerusalem wilh ulfl fol- 
lowers, and thus, added another lo the diswmlant 
elements al ready raging in the city. 

JosepUus went, (in to nay (hat with -10.000 men ho 
forthwith hastened to occupy the fortress of Jotapata. 
the most important stronghold in (iiilihn*. nnd held it 

with great gallantry for forty-seven days :>[-ainst the 
wholoofttto Roiiiiiii'iirmy. 70,000 hIpoiik- lie intended 
to write the history of the afege; it would he the means 
of banding down his Dame with renown to. the latest 
posterity. This Ilio man, wlio was inordinately v:iin, 
actually did, piving a really graphic account of the 
attack and the defence, Finally t.lirougli the treachery 
of no individual (lie town fell into the hands of the 
Romans, hut oven then they had to fipjjt their way in 
from house to house, from street lo street. 

Lucius was listening with breathless eagerness to the 
narrative of this fluent speaker when a centurion 
entered, saying he. had eome to conduct the trihune 
IrtlCinfl FlftVDS inmied lately to the presence of the Com- 
man<Icr in Chief. 

Note tn page 413, Chapter 85. 

The wdl-kAOWB imssa|;c Itom Jowrnhu* (Antiquitirs of the 

Jews, XVIII, S. 3) tans its follows: "Now tlieie was ahotit this 
time a man. if it t>e Lawful to call him a man, lot lie was a doer 
of wonderful worts, a teacher o( such men as receive the truth 
witJi gladness. He drew over lo him faith miuiv of (lie Jews and 
many of the Gentiles. He wus Uk- Christ, Mid when Pilate, at 
the suRacislion of the priori |i;il men amoni-a us. had COndtl lined 
Ilim lo the cross, those thai loved Iiim at tile lirst did DOt forsake 
hiui. for he appeared to them alive tt«ain the third day. n» the 
prophets had loielold. This ami a thousand other wonderful 
things were predicted of him. Ami the tribe of Christian*, 40 
named from him, are not extinct at thi* day." 



CHAPTER 36. 
Military Degradation. 

In the same hall where Callus the Legate had 
received! the deputation of the .Jews, the officers of Ves- 
pasian's army were assembled round their Oeneral. 
Vespasian, though now im elderly man, was still robust 
and vigorous. His head, -well let on unusually broad 
shoulders, bespoke the same energy and determination 
that were discernible at a glance In his son Titus, only 
these qualities were much snore strongly marked in the 
father. The. expression of his features "was cold and oa.1- 
enlaiing;; the latent fire that Hashed occasionally from 
Titus' eyes, seldom lit up hie. Ho was bald with thy 
exception of a few pray lock s on his temples ; his deeply- 
furrowed face was like that of all patricians of that time, 
elosely-shaven. 

Wearing a handsome, Bnit of armor over which the 
pnrple mantle of the General was thrown, he stood at a 
table on which lie had placed his gilded helmet and a 
few doen iiH'iils, receiving his subordinates as thny 
entered with a slight and stiff bow. To king Agrippn, 
Who bad brought him auxiliary troops to the iiumlier of 
thirty thousand men. he alone showed more attention, 
how in,; low, and inviting him to take a seat oil his right 
baud. Ho motioned to Titus to take the plaee on his 
left, while the other two legates, Placidns aud Ccrealis, 
were seated opposite. 

Vespasian hegsin reading aloud a, letter from llu> 
Senate which had Iwen brongbt by a ship from Italy, 
then he communicated to his officers the information 
concerning the state of affairs in Borne that he had 
learnt from private letters. "Galba is recognized l>y the 
Senate," he concluded. "The legions in Belgium and 
on the Rhine seem to be- of the same mind aa those ■»>( 
Spain, Gaul, and Italy. It is high time that our legtonfl 
paid homage to the new Emperor. I "propose therefore 
that we have a. special sacrifice offered, and sport* for 

(416) 
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the soldiers. A deputation must lM?sides be sent to 
Bome from the East tu salute liallia on Iti.s entry into 
the «'ity. Titus, you lutil batter prepare tor the journey. 
WliMt in your opinion, moxt excellent kirn; AKrippal" 

''My opiuiou never differs from yours," was the 
answer of the conrteons and smooth-tongued Herod ism. 
■"May I ask to be allowed to defray the axpenaeg or the 
fcstivilies t Thanks. And if it is agreeable to you and 
your vietorions son, I should like to In* one ol the party 
poiii^ to Koine, provided that is, that my presence here 
c«u l>e dispensed with.' ' 

"We will see how we can got on without, you, valiant 
Sire," Vespasian rejoined with a wHiicwhut wonilul 
sinili'. "At all events yon will Ik- back in time t-o take 
I>urt in storiuiiijj Jerusalem. As loin* as the t'liemy are 

lit war among themselves, and are ■consuming their pro- 
Visions, it would Ik) lolly to attack them mid thus 
re-uuite them. You will explain that to Gallia," lie 
concluded, addressing Titus, "if he wooden at our 
remaining so long inactive. We are gradually narrow- 
ing the circle around thucity, driving back the fugitives, 
leaving the inhabitants to tear one another to pieces, and 
finally die of hanger; ultimately we shall put au end to 
the tragic drama with tire and sword, wit-Lont unneces- 
sarily sacrificing the lives of many gallant Romans. For 
this nation of the Jews together with their chief city 
must be swept from the face of the earth ; it will never 
submit to the supremacy of Home. Their God is the foe 
of our gods, and he is hateful to onr gods." 

Agrippa would gladly have pointed out the difference 
between the fanatical party of the Jews, and those wlio 
were friendly to Koine, but he only ventured to do so in 
a half-hearted way, and Vespasiiiu cut him short by 
saying if the friends of Kome woulil sacrifice to the gods 
of Rome as Agrippa did, they should count aw Unmans 
and not only bo spared, but held in honor. "Bat in the 
Boinan empire wo cannot tolerate a state within a state, 
with its own divinities and i<s own laws. And that 
brings me to the subject 1 wished to discuss with you." 

Vespasian then said thai the tribune Lucius Klavns 
had returned from Kome a. Christian, and openly 
declared hiinself to Im-, one. lie added that the tribune 
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had distinguished himself by his courage In defending 
the castle in Jerusalem, that- he whs (lie descendant of a 
noble patrician family, that tlie Princess Dnisilla bad 
scut a petition in writing in his behalf, and dually, a 
fact which should not l>e overlooked, he would be of 
great service in the siege on account of his acquaintance 
with (he locality. 

At the conclusion ol this speech, Vespasian ordered 
Lucius Flavus to be brought in. The young officer 
entered the presence of his judges with a modest yet 
dignified bearing. He calmly confessed bis belief, and 
declared himself ready to die for the faith. 

Vespasian looked -with complacency at the tribune 
as he stood there, atypical Roman soldier, and in his 
heart he could not do otherwise than admire the courage 
with which he acknowledged his convictions. Yet in 
stem aud harsh language ho upbraided him, asking bow 
he, a Roman, could abjure the worship ot the immortal 
trods, who had exalted his nation above all other nations 
on the face of the earth. How could he, a Tribune, set 
such aft example to the soldiery who fought under the 
eagles ot Jupiter and offered sacrifice to tliem before 
engaging in Imttle, such an example of insubordination 
to the highest authority! Ho commanded him in the 
name of the Kmiwror instantly to sacrifice to Jupiter, 
the greatest and moat glorious of the gods. 

To this behest, which coming from his General, had 
lor him the force or a military command, Lucius opposed 
our Lord's words: "Bender to Caesar the things that 
arc Caesar's, and to God the thing* that are God's." 
The Christians, he said, would be the bravest soldiers 
And the most loyal subjects of the Kmperor, only they 
could not obey when he commanded them to do what. 
God ha«l prohibited. Nor was he to bo moved by 
threat! and presently Vespasian had him conducted 

LI " I J • 

The veteran warrior then asked Agrippa what ho 
tJiought on the matter. "My dictions will not swerve a 
3*01*8 breadth from yours," the king replied. "Bat if 
toil wish to know my humble opinion, I should sentence 
hinn to death. More and more join this abominable 
Kazarite sect, which I detest from my heart both as a 
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lioman subject and a Jew by birl.li. Make on example 
of that Tribune-. Tie mighl l»> s»nt into the amphitheatre 
to fight the lions when we have the sports in Galba's 
honor. At any rate I lteg you will not pay the slightest 
heed to my sister Drnailla'a entratie* She is kiud- 
hearted, and utterly destitute of judgment." 

•'What do you Ray, Titus!" Vespasian next asked, 
without altering the act expression of his countenance. 

Titus said Nero was the. first of all Mio Roman 
Emperors who had put the Christians to death for the 
sake of their creed- and Ins did not envy him the reputa- 
tion lie thereby gained. Why trouble oersetoes •bows a 
man's philosophical OC religions opinions if he paid the 
taxes and did his duly w* a good CttiMU t Ho was for 
expelling the Tribune irom the army, aud letting him go 

his way. 

Cerealis thought otherwise, lie said douMless tliere 
were other Christians in the army. lie would have all 
who refused to scatter incense to Jupi tor on t he occasion 
of the approaching saeri lices lo Ive disarmed and ranged 
in ranks before the assembled legions, and cut down to 
the last man, unless they would consent to ofter sacri- 
fice. Ho feared the just anger of the gods as long as 
these Christians remained, a plague-spot in the army. 

Pliwidits gave Lis opinion last of all. lift considered 
it an excellent idea to scparat* the Christians from their 
comrades at the time of the great sacrifice, but he 
thought ifc too barbarous to kid them in cold blood. 
Why" weaken their forces by the loss of so many bravo 
soldiers! He was acquainted with several Christiana 
who could not be outdone in valor anil fidelity. He 
therefore proposed to form ft eentutia of Christians, a 
penal company, who on the march, in the camp, on 
guard, should always have the most arduous and 
onerous part of the service, and should have the post of 
greatest dnnger assigned them when au onslaught was 
made on the enemy. 

"Do you not think such a company would go over to 
the enemy!" Vespasian inquired. 

"Men who would rather lay down (heir lives than bo 
disloyal to their faith are not traitors," Placidus 
rejoined. 
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"The suggestion is not n bad one. I will think it 
over. K necessary they could at any time be decimated, 
as Cerealis proposed. They shall dig the trenches, 
serve m sentries, bo in the vnn of a storming party, ami 
at llic first iudictton of treachery those behind could cut 
them down. They shall be officered by our sternest and 
strictest disciplinarians. And this follow Lucius Klavus 
shall be degraded to the ranks and servo as a i>rivate 
SOldicr. That is my decision." 

Thereupon Vespasian dismissed his officers with a 

slight bow, only bidding Titos remain. 

"I wonder yon should so incline to leniency, such 
extreme leniency," he s;iid In a severe minuter. ''Per- 
haps you remeuil>ered that the Trihiino was an old 
schoolfellow of yours. That was unworthy of a Roman. 
Think of Lucius Junius Brutus I I lay upon yon this 
penalty : that you Inform Lucius Klavus of his sentence, 
aud yourself two that it ia executed." 

Titus accordingly went to communicate the uuwel- 
come intelligence to Ids former friend. He noticed that 
Lucius turned white to the lips. The shame of losing his 
rinik In the army, of being disgraced before the world 
was far more bitter to him than a sentence of death. 

Titus perceived this, and sin'd: "Comply with the 
Gene nil's orders and ssucrilieo to the gods, and J will 
confirm you in your rank of tribune-" 

"Yon would yourself despise me if I acted contrary 
tt» my convictions," Lucius replied. 

"Then choose death rather than diahonnraud die the 
death of a true Itoman. Here Is my sword." 

Lucius took the sword in a firm grip, and pointed it 
to his heart. Then he slopped short, and handed it 
back to Titus, saying: 4, You will see on the battlefield 
that I do not fear death. But I dare not put an end to 
my own life, that is forbidden by God who alone has the 
right, to give life and take it away." 

"Then you are a coward, and your God makes 
cowardice ft law," Titus answered. In ruing his hack 
upon the friend of Ins youth with undisguised contempt. 

Now hard times begat) for Lucius, a life of constant 
hardship and humiliation. About a hundred soldiers 
refused to offer incense at the festal sacrifice ; these were 



Mrcms flavus. 421 

eoitie of the best ami most reliable men in the army, as 
the centurions sullenly admitted, A few wore nuliamed 
of the name of Christ ami consented to scatter incense 
on the altar. Vespasian inspected those who had been 
loyal lo their faith and ]ie;i|HiI reproaches' ii|wn them. 
The coinmnnd over them he gavotO Itilosns Vafer, the 
most dreaded Centurion in 1 !■■-- whole army, with orders 
not (o spare the Christians l»y day or l>y night, in the 
camp of <"> fie 1' ,,,|! - Then the lillte hand of ChrlB&UlB 
marched out of the town t*> the neighboring camp, ainid 
the sneers and biting raillery of their comrades, 
headed by Bilosns Yafcr, who could not Contain his 
annoyance at being pi need over this company of cul- 
prits, '-Yon dogn," he said, "I will make yon pay 
bitterly for this! You shall not Ik- heated like Human 
soldiers, but :is common kIuvts. Now wt lo work, 

while yonr coiiira'les make merry at- thci feast! Clean 

out the fttAblefi and Hear nut. lite litter. Tonight yon 

shall boon gliaml. And iT 1 csnVh any one of you shirk- 
ing his work, or if 1 hear n won I of complaint, that man 
shall feel the touch of the liclor's roils on his shoulders. 
I will teaoh yon to abjure the worship of Jupiter and 
take up with tlie crucified Galilean!" 

While Imcins, late that same evening, was for the 
first time in his life p-prformiiig tho work usunlly 
assigned lo the lowest camp followers, lie heard some 
one call him byname, and looked round. "Ah Mar- 
tinis," ho exclaimed, as he saw the decurion standing 
there, "Tou have come to admonish mo as to my duty, 
I can read in your face all von would Ray, Spare your- 
self the trouble, faithful old friend; you do not under- 
stand nor can you understand me." 

"No indeed, by Bacchus! Who could understand 
how the Ron of a Roman senator ami a trih-uue of our 
famous twelfth lepion can allow himself to be treated 
like a dog!" the pray- haired veteran replied, drawing 
his hand across, his eyes with a rough oath. "I will 
tell you what it is, Lucius. Yon are Switched, as sure 
an I nm ft loyal soldier. 1 went to the hanispex Quartos 
Qnenilus, of whom Vespasian ha.s a great opinion, and 
paid him n good round sum f«r ft ciMinter-eharni." 
Martins {hereupon drew from his pocket a tiny phial, 
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which he gave to Lacius. "The lmruspes assured me 
it would counteract the spoil il you took three drops 
every day and turned round three times; to the right 
when the moon is waxiug, mid to the h'ft when she is 
waning. Then you must have fsialh iu its efficacy." 

"Unfortunately I have not faith in it, my good Mar- 
(ins. I;.ii 1 ihanU you from the liottom of my heart, as 
much as if your philtre had been the means of restoring 
me to Vespasian's favor ami good graces. I feel your 
kindness deeply, dear old frh-nd ! " 

The docorlon sh rugged his .shoulders. "Well, Ihero 
is no helping those wlio will not take advice. I will ask 
Quart na Qneruhis whether ho knows of any spell that 
aiitS without faith, on the part of its object. It would be 
too atrocious if so fine and brave an ollieer were to eud 
by Wing a sliihleman ami army -drudge." 

Such was, however, tho lot of Lucius and his fellow- 
Christians for many a weary week. They accouipanied 
CVrealis to Idumeaand Hebron, and on the march had 
to carry a double quantity of brains for tho intrench- 
menls, and when they reached the camp exhausted with 
fatigue, they were told off to fetch water and carry fuel; 
while on every occasion they wore oppressed and 
harried) ns only soldiers can l>e harried and oppressed 
by Inhuman officers- More than, once Lucius' heart 
almost failed him in the bitterness of his soul; but iu 
(lie (il i II hours of tho night, he bethought him of the 
image of the thorn-crowned Redeemer, and his sorrows 
no longer seemed intolerable, so that he was able to 
eucou i-ige sonic of his wavering brethren to prescverc. 

Meanwhile great political events were tithing place. 
The new Emperor Was too parsimonious to please, the 
Praetorians; after Gat ha had been but a» few* mouths ou 
Die throne, in the commencement of the year 69 A. D. 
they deposed him together with his adopted son, aud for 
the sum of a million sestertii (some £8330) raised 
Sidvius Ot-ho to the purple. The tidings reached Titus 
and AeH|>pa in Greece, on their way to Itome. Instead 
of pursuing their journey ami swearing allegiance to 
Olho, they hastened back to Owearea, where Vespasian 
still wax. Soon the news (HUM Hint tho legions on the 
Rhino had proclaimed Anlns 'Vitellius emperor and 
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were marching with him to Italy, where a civil war 
between the rival Caesura would etisiio. 

Here was Berenice's opportunity. She left TitaB no 
peace. "Now or never," alio Basil to Mm, *'you can 
win the imperial crown for your tether, for yonrself, for 
us both! Hare only the legions of Italy, of Germany, 
of Spain got a voiccl The Egyptian niitl Syrian legions 
can also make themselves heard, I will Induce them to 
speak. There are nine legions in tin* Kast Soinaeus, 
the ruler of the Lebanon, and A nlioi-lms Ihe king of 
Comagena, can each furnish ten thousand mounted 
auxiliaries, the kings of Pontim anil Armenia money 
and supplies, and the king: of the Piuthiaiisa^onlingonfc 
of forty thousand horsemen, I am allied with all those 
mouarchs. And with such tones at your ilittpoKal can 
you not easily vanquish u nruliiro like Yittflliiin, the 
lowest debauchee ami gourmand on tho face of the 
earth! If not, you ai* H»t Hi** man 1 lake you for." 

Titus did not need the spur. Itnl his father, taking 
all things into account, hesitated and finally declined to 
act. He did not OO vet Um imperial dignity, for he had 
even now seen more Hum one promt occupant of the 
throne meet wilh a HUildcn and headlong fall. He was 
content with the renown he had acquired in Britain, 
that of an able and victorious general, and the pos&es- 
sion of a largo fortune which he hoped to doable by tho 
conquest of Jerusalem. Even when the report reached 
Caesarea of Otbo'a defeat at Bediiacum aud his sub- 
sequent suicide, Vespasian was not to be persuaded to 
take a decisive step. On the contrary, he caused his 
legions to swear fidelity to Vitellins, as they had shortly 
before done to Qui In and Otto. But they look the oath 
under protest. 

At this juncture Berenice succeeded through TittiH la 
gaining Mueianus, the Governor of Syria, to her side, 
ami he, a man Influential on account of his age, his 
wealth and the esteem in which be was held, at length 
persuaded Vespasian to take tlio risk, placing his four 
legions at b'8 disposal. This turned Ihe scale. Vespa- 
sian's soldiers received the proposal, which accorded 
with their own long cherished wishes, wil h acclamations 
of delight. By tho middle of July G'J A . IX Vespasian 
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had been proclaimed Emperor by the legions in Epypt, 
his own forces in anil around Caesarea, and the troops 
miller the command of Mueianus in Antioch. 

_ Then tlie new Caeyar willed for Josephus, who by a 
frivolous interpretation of the Messianic prophecies had 
foreiold his elevation to the empire, ond commanded 
that his fetters should be struck off, promising him his 
favor for the rest of his days. 

Berenice remind**! Titus of the vision which seemed 
to promise the crown to liim and to her. "We will not 
be precipitate," he answered ; "onr thread of life will he 
as the fates have spun it. Of what use to pU*dg« our 
troth? If the crown is ever mine, it shall lie yours 
also." Berenice was obliged to content herself with 
this promise, though ft was too coolly worded to please 
her ardent ambition. 

Meanwhile Biicchanalian revelry went on in the 
camp. The soldiers sang and shouted the praises Of 
Vespasian and his son Titns, boasting in their cups of 
what they would do and be in Rome when, after the 
sack of Jerusalem, they returned laden with spoils to 
tha banks of the Tiber. Crowned with winelcaves, 
waving aloft the thyrsus, or i .; ■ liannlian sfaff, they 
wandered through Cnesarea, making the streets and 
alleys reecho with their noisy mirth. 

The Christiana t«o, by Titus' expressed desire, had 
their shnre in the general rejoieinj^, and made merry 
among themselves. For they were only too glad that 
after Hiieh monsters as Caligula, Nero and ViMlins, n 
man of worth and honor like Vespasian or Titus should 
hold sway in Koine, and they hoped that under his mlo 
greater toleration and liberty would bo extended to the 
Christians. Besides they longed for the termination of 
the war; then, they hoped, they would he released from 
military service; and indeed the tasks imposed on them 
were daily becoming more tin bearable. 

However many months went by before decisive 
measure^ wero taken. Not until Vitelline had eonie to 
an ignominious cud, and Vespasian, who had waited for 
tlift winter storms to he over, had embarked on tho 
voyage to Italy, did Titus in tho spring of 70, begin to 
move with (he army under his command in the direction 
of Jerusalem, 



BOOK IV. 



The Fall of Jerusalem. 
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CHAPTER 37. 

Nathaniel'* Embassy. 



Shortly before the commencement of the siege, John 
of Gischala with his Galilean Meopn hiwl suce-M-dcd m 
gaining- the upper hand in Jerusalem. I he moderate 
party, alarmed at the apparently unlimited number ol 
executions that took place by order of the Zealot*, allied 
Uieuiselves with Win, and Kh-azar wiih his hand of fol- 
lowers found himself counm-d within the precincts of 
the inner temple. The Galileans oceiipied the fortn-s* 
Antouia and the long «loiMcrs Biirrounding the temple, 
ami. RkimiLsliesi were ol daily occurrence In Uiu outer 

fore-ponrtfi. , . . „ 

Elesizar perceived that unaided he cenhl not get Miu 
mastery over his opponent*. After again Burojlng the 
position and strength of the OalOeans he summoned the. 
Cruel Council lor the defence to meet iu the chamber 
Called (iuttith lor deli lierat ion. 

He saw himself cut Ironed by gloomy countenances, 
and the dark Has of the men glowed with sinister pas- 
sions. "Brethren," be began, addressing them, "I have 
received certain intelligence that the Roman army, fonr 
or five legions strong, besides the contingent of merce- 
naries contributed, by that traitor Afirippa, will appear 
before our walls in the early part of the spring. May 
the Lord rain down on them lire and brimstone an He 
did upon Rodorn and Goinorrlm! I k»g thought that the 
shite which the Lord our find stirred up in their own 
house— praised he His Name!— would have canned the 
return of the godless heathen to Italy, whew the inter- 
necine war would have swallowed them up, like the 
Philistines in the days of .Saul, when every man s sword 
was against his brother. Already matters have eom* 
te Bticli a pass timt littles uko place in the streets or 
Rome, and the temple ol Iheir gi-eatcst gods in the Capi- 
tol ia burnt down. And all the sile Images, the work of 

(427) 
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thrir hands, to which Uioy paid idolatrous worship, have 
beeu destroyed by fire. Whereas the house of our God 
still Stands and will stand in its majesty for ever." 

The members of the Council enthusiuHtieally ap- 
plauded his speech, exclaiming: "He hath promised it 
to David and liisBeed for ever!" 

"He cannot, lie will uot forsake us!" 

"He will send His Angel and destroy our enemies 
like the host of Sennacherib I" Such were the confused 
cries that arose oa all sides. 

Eleazar continued: "We are all assured that He can 
defend His House and His holy city without human 
help, if Hobo wills. Bub as iu the time of Antiuehas 
Ho made use of Slathathias and his sons the Maehaliees 
as instruments to banish (h« abomination of idolatry 
from Jerusalem, so He has vouchsafed to choose us to 
break the yoke of the Gentiles that weighs on the 
Shoulders of the Daughter of Sion; not that Galilean 
who fled from the laeo of the Romans like n cowardly 
cur, not those poltroons, who limit between two sides, 
and would lick the dust before the enemies of their 
people, to save their miserable lives and their beloved 
gold. Death to them all, as to Pha-r.io and his army 
in Egypt." 

Again Eleazar was interrupted by an outburst of 
applause. When it had subsided lie resinned : "It is 
however absolutely necessary for us to gain the mastery 
over that, coward Glflchala. We shall hare to march 
against the Itomans and defeat them in the mountain 
passes as we did Cestius Callus. How can wo do that 
with a trailer iu the citadel t He would immediately Jay 
his saexi lesions hands on the sanctuary and its treasures. 
And how would it bo possible for us to defend tlie city 
and the temple if we were liable at any moment to be 
attacked by that wily Galilean, or left* in the lurch by 
his dastardly followers! No, we must get rid of him 
somehow, tost it what, it may. I only know one expedi- 
ent and it is one whieh I am reluctant to put forward," 

All who were present called on him to tell it 

"BenGioras," wan the reply. 

"What the bandit chicJ, whom you yourself were at 
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such pains to chase oat of the city," exclaimed Meir the 
son of llnlgji, with a scornful luugli. 

"I acknowledge that I wuswntiiK 1 then. I was ex- 
asperated at hearing the silly populace salute hi in with 

alleluias an the son of David and tint | n-'il Messiah. 

I do not tli ink. that will occur again. He has a bravo 
arm and can bring to our suppoiUen or twenty thousand 
determined followers out of Iduinea and l.hc desert." 

"Yon think you will drive out the devil by means of 
Beelzebub," said the senior momltcr of tlu> Cntin.cil, 
Dalai. "How are we to get rid of Ilea < iionu when we 
have made use of him t" 

"He only eareR for Itooty. We will promlU him a 
considerable portion of the treasures ol the temple," 
Eleazar replied. 

"Suppose lie bikes, the. whole or itf Belter he should 
have it than theGu-lilesuisor tin* Konians," 1 lulai rejoined. 

"The greater portion could be OOQoeoJed beforehand 
in the subternuienu vaults and lhimk*>pt from his greedy 

hands. We will nil swear to keep the secret," suggest- 
ed Ben Caiaphus. 

"I>o you approve this plan, brethren 1 ! " 

The votes were taken and the majority were in favor 
of the proposal. 

But how, it was asked, was Ban Gioraa to bo com- 
municated with T How was he to be got into the town t 
The Galilean and bis followers kept sill the pdaa. 

"Leave that to me," Klcazar answered. 

At the close ol the meeting, Kleazar wont in search 
of his brother Nathaniel, who by that time had grown 
to be a lull, slim lad nliout fifteou yews of age. lie had 
been taken by his brother into the temple, when the 
SSealots were driven out oF the High town by John of 
Gtsehala. "Sathaniel, you know you owe me some 
compensation," the Captain of the Guard said to Dim, 
"for when that Roman Centurion disaij>|M'ared oat of our 
house with Sa Joe's little soji, 1 am certain it wan not 
without your assistance or connivance however lwrsist- 
entlyynn deny it. Now we can bo quits again if yon 
will' render a grout service to the city aud the temple ol 
God. Will you do it!" 



430 LUCIUS FLAVIJS. 

Nathaniel's eyes g-leamed as he replied: "Yon are 
wcEI a ware, brother, that I would risk my life most 
Willingly for the city and the temple. I CM use the 
sling as well as any one oi my age. Only today from 
the roof oi the temple 1 struck three tJalilrans who were 
shooting arrows at our people bom the Antouia. I 
practise with the sword and lance <laily, anil I am quite 
bijj enough to wear a eoat of mail, if only yon would 
allow me to have one. But yon have never looked civil- 
ly St mo since that stupid affair about the Centurion, 
though I declare I never let him out. 1 wish you would 
believe ine at last." 

"You shall have a suit of armor, and n handsome 
one too, if you execute the commmsion properly that I 
am about to entrust to you," Klrazur awwrnl. He 
then proceeded to expound his plan to him, and when 
he was satistiod that Nathaniel understood it thorough- 
ly, ho made hiui put on the ragged tunic oi a mendicant, 
and wrap up his left foot in a dirty piece of linen. Then 
ho gave him a crutch, Baying: "Now if in the dusk you 
limp through the narrow streets, no one will recognize 
you as the Captain's brother." Once more lie made htm 
repeat the instructions given him. and questioned him ou 
several points; then he hade liim come along with him. 

"Lac me go and pray before the Holy or holies, before 
setting out on my perilous journey," Nathaniel entreated. 
"People say that the angels forsook Mae sanctuary, 
uttering lond lamentations, anVr it had Ix-en desecrati-d 
by the shedding of blood, at the limn wheu tlio brazen 
gates were opened by unseen hands. Hut He whose 
name we dare uot speak, will yet perhaps hear me." 

"You are still a regular baby, and after all it is per- 
haps unwise on my part to send yon on such an errand," 
Eleazar said crossly. 

"Why SO? Because I say my prayers 1 T know quite 
well that you say men should Jight and women sliould 
pray. I wish you prayed more, brother, then the Lord 
would grant you victory!" 

"Say your prayers then, for aught I care. Only be 
quick about them : There is no time to tie tost" 

While Nathaniel commended himself to God, Kle»7ar 
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attempted to repeat some lonff-dlsated words ol prayer; 

but liis- soul darkened by his unl>ri<l!ed i>assions, 

stained by many a deed ol blood, seemed Incupoblee! 

doing otherwise than Invoking Bourse upon tlie enemies 
of God, and finally curaiiifc himself f««r being doomed to 
live in such troubloua limes, for having sprang from 
so ill-starred a race. ITo Hind in bis heart limb lie eoiild 
almost believe what bis unhappy grandfather was con- 
tinually dinning into their ears, Umt the caree of the 
!>"azarite reeled upon them, upon Uie otty, npon the 
■whole nation. How much blood, ho Bald to himself, has 
been shed in tins c-iiy, nay In Urn very temple Itecir, 

nince the day when my hither end grandfather Joined In 

theory: His blood boon usiuid on our children. "And 
yet I would rapeat tnoae words over again iiiis day, 
rather than acknowledge a < : i« ■ il«-:« n t<« l»> the Messiah.*' 
Nathaniel soon joined blm, and from an apartment 
-which Elearau occupied dose to LheGounoll ehamber, 
the two brothers descended i t»t-> (lie vaults whieh ex- 
tended lo ll considerable! Uisiaiu-e iH'iicalh the temple 

and the forcvcmnls. Th«>y lighted lorehea and proceeded 
down a narrow steep flight of idupa iindl along several 
winding paiowgwj. Through the fissures in the rocky 
walls and through crevices in. tins masonry at the side 
one could hear water gnrgliiiB andl rushing, 

"This is the conduit Pilate constructed, one of Ihe 
few Romans who did a little good besides a great deal of 
harm to the city. It was he who had the Nnzarite cru- 
cified,'* Elcozar remarked. "Above there (be overflow 
Ol water is carried down lo the jhkiI of Hiloe. We must 
have the aqueduct giinrd-ed, lest any oC tho Galilean's 
people should effect mi entrance ftat way. In some 
places the water is not mom llian knee-deep. The water 

used, hi the temple and Hie blood ol the eaariflolal Tic- 

thus is carried off by means of a drain into tins valley of 
Ccdron. This mass of rock i* exactly unripr the Holy 

ofholios. You know thai it was on this rork I hat our 
father Abraham was about to oiler his son Isaac." 

"Yes, and on this roefc the altar stood whereon tho 
Just Abel offered the first nuerillee, n. lamb of his Hock, 
which was more pleasing to the Most lli^li than Ihe ob- 
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lation of li is brother Cain, At least that is the tradUioa 
though the spot is not indicated in Holy Scripture." So 
saying Nathaniel reverently touched the rock hallowed 
in his eyes on account of the signal manifestations of 
tin* (iodliead. 

"Here is a sign cut in the rock which will show yon 
your way, if perchance you come hack to the city alone. 
Look at this arrow with a single feather j it points out 
the way into the room on the ground floor through 
which we riinif. Ton will only have lo knock at the 
door and the sentry will bear you. Do you remember 
the password f" 

"Israel's vengeance." 

"That is right. The arrows with the two feathers 
lead into other galleries, and you might easily lose your 
way fu Ilium. So only pay heed to this mark, na it 
shows the way into the old palace of the Asmonenns. 
Now go down those steep steps and through a long pas- 
sage under the Tvropeou valley and you will come out 
Where smother flight of steps takes yon into the vaulted 
collars of the Asmonpan palace. I placed a sentry there, 
though the way is almost unknown, ho will let you pass 
if you give llio watchword. Now farewell, and see that 
you soon bring us the assistance we need." 

"Farewell, Ivlcazar. You shall have every reason to 
he satisfied with me." Thus 11m two brothers parted, 
Nathaniel cautiously descended the long flight of steps 

— he eounled 25ti — Mien he wiilkrd quickly through the 
narrow passage excavated in tbo r<H'k and mounted 
another flight, counting the Stops aloud, for ho felt a 
little nervous in those suhterr:inc:in galleries. 

The sentry heard his voice audi was prepared to 
receive him with lance at rent, but ho could not help 
laughing when lie saw the lad dressed in nigs with a 
crutch and bandaged toot emerge into th«t daylight with 
a lusty step. 

"By Solomon's treasures," said the officer in com- 
mand after the password WU given, "you ran walk as 
well as anyoue in spite of your bad foot, and yon can 
count bettor than T can! Whither are yon goingt" 

' 'There now, I forgot that I had to walk lame till I 
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was on t of the gates, and out of sight of the gentries. 
Thiink yon for reminding nir of it. ltut my destination 
is not part of the password," Nathaniel replied, as be 

extinguished his torch. 

"It is the brother of tin* Captain off the Guard, as 

sure as I am a sun of Abraham, ■' one of the other 

men interposed. "Ijet hint go. lie jh sent to recon- 
noitre. The God of our Father* guide you arfghbl" 

Nathaniel wiw shown a door among the ruins of the 

v:ist i'ji iiii-tMv.il irti at the out break of hostilities, lmd been 

burnt down together with the place when- the archives 
were deposited, whence he could pass into mi unused 
way, leading into inoro rrci|iii'iih'<l streets. Through 
these lie tottered along nnlil begot bO the Upper Market. 

There he was but a few step! from ■■ i« parents 3 house. 

and ho could nut bring it. over himself l<i pus* by wit hunt 
Boeing how Gic&i and Harhel and Hie invalid Buti) Wolfe 

lien Caiaplms and Ktea/nrhad left 11 n* grey -liair«-d st'ivi- 
for and the two women in hind it* rare-lakers, when they 
!!> il trom the victeriouH Galileans uud took refuge in 

the temple. 

While the lame beggar was crossing the square to 
reach the old familiar door of the courtyard, bo was met 
by a boy wlio seemed anxious lo screen himself from 
ol>servatioii in the shade of the wall. Surely ho knew 
th;it figure! It was — but ought he to make himself 
known f Nathaniel averted bis face, and was in the act 
of passing his old playfellow without a sign of rccogni- 

tion, when the boy addressed him thus: "I am mi to you 

are badly off, jmor man. Here take these two tjna ami 
buy yourself bread. Panlina will not mind my giving 
them in alms. " 

"May the Lord reward you a thousandfold," Nathan- 
iel answered, as his character of mendicant required. 
But at the same moment he unguardedly turned his 
countenance towards his benefactor, and a panning 
moon-beam fell on it. 

"For heaven's sake! Why you are Nathaniel!" the 
hoy exclaimed. 

"Do not Apeak so loud — and yon are Benjamin. I 
was going to pass you without a word, though it cost 
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mo dear. Bnt since you have recogn ized me, I am 
heartily glad to see you, though I owe you a grudge 
ahout that Hue Centurion. How could you pet mo into 
such it scrape I My father and brother nearly beat me 
to death." 

"I am sorry for you, but your brother would have 
killed him, and I could not let him do that, for tlio good 
lUnuan saved my fnther'n life. I will toll you all the 
whole story some other time, and more loo, that hap- 
pened to me since then. Hut you must, have fared ill 
since you are reduced to hewing! And you seem to 
have broken your leg, yo« poor dear fellow*! Come with 
me at once and lot Euxehius hind it up; lie s*'t my sister 
Tliainar's fractured ancle w> well that no one could tell 
that anything was the matter with it, eouio, lean on me." 

"11 is not necessary, I can walk quite properly. Hut 
where are you living now, so that I eau come aud see 
you some other time, when I am more at leisure. You 
may trust me, I shall not let it out to Kleazjir. When 
you disappeared, he turned the whole city upside down 
to find you ami yourfdflter, and let me tell yon, it would 
huve gone ill with you if you had fallen into his hands, 
for he swore to take Hignal vengeance oil you all, 
especially on the <!en<urion." 

Ih-iijainhi laughed. Jl Tho Centurion," he said, "is 
safe out of his way long ago. Hut look here, I would 
ralhor loll you of some place where wo might meet (ban 
pliuw yon our house. Not that I mistrust you, but I 
was strictly forbidden to Id any one know where we 
live. You might possibly lie tray ns una warm*." 

"Yet you paid just now you would take me there to 
hftVO my foot bound up, " Nathaniel said in a tone of 
surprise. 

"I wan not going to take yon to our house, but to 
that of Riischitis the physician. It ia not far from here. 
Come I will show you the- way." 

Nathaniel hexilatud a moment, then ho replied: "I 

will tell you the truth. I know you are to lie depended 
upon. Take back your money, 1 am not really a beggar, 
aud arn only pretending U> be lame that I may not lw 
recognized as Eleazar*s brother. My brother is seuding 
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mo on mi important errand, that i* why I cam* from the 
temple In disguise. Mow farewell. I urn just going 
home to sec Rachel ami the others, Bmm J nin»& fita't on 

my journey; I cannot tell you Whither or why I am 
going. Only implore your Angrd guardian, in whom 
you have so much confidence, to protuctaud prosper me 
on my "way." 

•'l will do bo. Only I hope joo* errand is a good 
one, you know very well that yon ought not to lend 
your assistance to anything that is bad, although Elea- 
zar threatens t» beat you.'' 

"Well, Bleoiftr known more alnnit such matters than 
I do, and lie considers this proposal to In- the DOBt for 
the purpose of defending the holy city and the temple 
against the Roman*," Nathaniel replied. 

Benjamin sighed as lie said : '-It will be of no use. 
Wo know Tor certain Unit not a stone shall remain upon 

another." 

"You deserve lo Is! stoned for speaking in that 
manner of the holy place,* 3 Nathaniel answered angrily. 
"II you apeak like that again, you ami I Hindi he friend* 
no loiiRer." 

"Do not be angry with me. Clod knows how earnest- 
ly I pray ttiat the divine chastisement may not fall upon 
Jerusalem. <-ivc me your hand and let us part friends. 
When and where shall I see you agaitiT" 

"It is MOteasy to say, since you will not show me 
where JOT live. I "shall not be back for at least a week," 
Nathaniel answered. 

"Well, I It'll you -what, I will get. Rhode to let me 

make all her pun-liases for her on the eve o>f the Sab- 
bath, and I will always eoin« thta way in the twilight. 
So we can meet here.** 

Nathaniel agreed to this proposal and the two friends 
parted . 

As Nathaniel (urned away, he repeated I he name of 
Rhode to bimiwir. It was an uncommon name, and he 

could not think where be had heard it before. Hoys 
have a good memory for lillln gifts, and before long 
then* rose up before bis menial vision l!ie image of a 
little house in Iho garden hard by, and a goudinitured 
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mai<l servant who often gave hhu a handful of figs off a 
large old fig-tree that stood there. 

"That is the oiio," ho mid to himself. "How was 
it I did not think of it before. I kDOW Benjamin went 
there when lie ran away from our house, He knew 
Paulinos, and wanted to buy some of his white doves. 
But would fchej venture to hide themselves there under 
our very eyes? 1 must make sure about that." 

Shouldering his cruteh, the hoy hurried after his 
friend, who had just disappeared round the nest corner. 
Happily there was no one in the street to witness (lie 
sudden cure of the lame meudieant. He- was in time to 
see Benjamin Iiiru in nt the little garden door whieh led 
to the familiar house where the white doves were. 

Having satisfied his curiosity, Nathaniel told liiui-self 
that he would take euro not to betray hia friend's 
hiding-place. Then he remembered the part he had to 
act, and limped hack to the gate of Ids father's house. 
He had to knock repeatedly before old Giezi opened the 
sliding shutter, and asked in a surly voice what was the 
matter 1 No one lived there but some old people and 
invalids. And when lie caught sight of the beggar, he 
thrust the shutter to with a bung, and to the boy's 
Infinite amusement turned away in a vwy stormy mood. 

"(lira, old fellow, open your eyes before yon pour 
out the vials of your wrath," lie called out, and the old 
servant instantly recognised his dear young master's 
TOloe. In a few momenta Nathaniel was indoors. 

Etaebel, who resigned herself to her unhappy lot with 
a melaueboly patience, was delighted to Bee the tiny 
again. Nathaniel had of Leu cheered her iu seasons of 
distress, and on the other hand he owed it to her influ- 
ence that although brought up in Caiaphas' nublest 
bouse, he had imbibed a very different spirit to that 
which animated his brother Eleazar. 

Honeo Nathaniel looked up to his sister- in-law as if abfl 
were his mother, and saluted her as such. When she 
heard that Eleitzar was sending him on a perilous enter- 
prise, she would fain have dissuaded him from going, 
Bnt sho was too much afraid of her husband to venture 
on doing so, therefore she contended herself with over- 
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whelming liiin with Rood advice, urging on him the 
necessity of caution anil praflenM, and preparing for 
him his favorite dish, which Hip hoy found far more 
awepla-ble than her counsels. And while engaged in 
her culinary operation*, Hlie nuked wil h unfeigned affec- 
tion alter Kleazar. She VM one of those women not un- 
frequently met with, whose attachment to their husband 
seems to increase in proportion lo the ingratitude, 
harshness nnd neglect wherewith it is rewarded. 

"Nathaniel," she said, "you must not judge your 
brother hardly, if he Often appears to treat, me unkindly. 
He is a. man of war, and his one thought day and night is 
how to accomplish the deliverance of Israeli Ami your 
father may mean well, though perhaps he is not for- 
tunate in the choice of means whereby to wive li is nation. 
Yon ninst honor him, for the law of Cod .•ommamls it." 

"I will try to do so, Rachel, certainly 1 will. If only 
ho treated grandfather better— he is his father," Na- 
thaniel rejoined, with downcast looks. 

"Well, well, child. But you know ho is now pos- 
sessed by nn evil spirit, and one cannot let him go rav- 
ingubout the si reels in that condition," liachel said in 
justification of the boy's father. 

"Poor grandfather I I aw afraid he made some mis- 
take about that man from Nazareth whom he condemned 
to be crucified. And if that Ban's terrible prediction 
about the temple were to be accomplished. Bus no; I 
cannot, I will not think that God has abandoned His 
people. Sow let me go to Ruth, it is such a long time 
sineo I saw her." 

Bachol took a lamp from its pedestal nnd conducted 
bin to the chamber where the Kick girl lay hovering 
between Ufa and death. Bhe lay there patiently, her 

wax like countenance, its pallor only revealed by tho 
blue veins visible On her temples, hail almost a corpse- 
like appearance. Hut her eyes were still bright, and a 
pleasant smile played about her colorless lips, as lier 
brother eame to her side. Uncalled her by name nnd 
stroked her thin white hands, which moved resllesnly 
on the coverlet, and hardly hwl strength to return the 
pressure of her brother's grasp. 
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Then, to both Rachel's and Nathaniel's astonishment, 
Kutli, who in general scarcely said a word, opened her 
lips niiil begun to speak in a low but distinct voice. "I 
am &lad , brother, that you came before I am called hence. 
Today I saw ni in again, the one who taught me to suffer. 
T hiuf not seen Him for a lung time, and never so clearly 
as today. Never did He look so beautiful. The expres- 
sion ol His eyes is grave and kind. 1 lis hands and feet 
iiro pierced, ami from His 0|>eued side there shines a 
light brighter than the rays of the midday sun. When 
I was auflcrliiK *«> much, mid prayed, He appeared 
bearing a cross on His shoulders, ami invited me to 
carry it after Him. Today Iln smiled upon me, and 
told me you would come before H* took ine to Himself. 
Then you were to call His servant Euacbins, win) lives 
in the old palace of David, he would prepare me for the 
neavenly nuptial feast. Please brother, summon him at 
onco. And do not go on the errand Eleazar entrusted 
you with, it is for no good end. And tell him and 
father that they ought to do penance, for the day of 
retribution is near at hand-" 

These words from the sick girl's lips made a deep 
impression on her brother and sister- in-law. They had 
never heard lluth talk like that, but she .was evidently 
not wandering. She lny so still oil her pillows that one 
might, think she wus asleep. 

llacbt'l turned lo Nathaniel. "Go and fetch that 
man. You see that it is the will of God, for it is unques- 
tionably the Spirit Of God speaking by her mouth." 

Kallianiel went, ami in a rdiort. time came kick with 
Eusebins the Priest, who remained idone with the dying 
girl for a while, and administered baptism to her. Then 
he went and brought the holy vialimiii. After lluth 
had received the Bread of Heaven, she said to her 
brother and sister-in-law, who were again standing by 
her liedside: "Kow Ho who called me has come. Watch 
and pray, for the hour of departure will come Tor you 
also. Hut do not be afraid, the Lord knoweth those 
that, are His, and He will seek them out. Farewell, 
peace lie with you." 

Then she closed her weary eyes, never to open them 
again on earth. 



CHAFTKlfc 38. 
In the Hou.se of riary twain. 

When Nathaniel's first outburst or grlel had some- 
what subsided, be weud.-d liis way before the day 

dawned, to tlie ABmonean palace, "'»«■ wm readily 

jUlo wed access to the uwleivround passage. 

Elcarar atarod when the lad ho unexpectedly eiilcied 

his prewuoe. "Diil the sentry al date ol the Essence 

refuse to let you pass, or have TW bwn gnUly M some 
atrocious foltyt" he "sk.nl angrily. But when be heard 
the dying Ruth's message, and il»- boy declared that 

nettling onearlhnhoiiW ■"< Ilil » '" ''" vl,; " I "* sls| *' r 

had s:iid wns wrong, he went In saoh a rage that Natha- 
niel almost thought hr would kill Wm. ..... 

"What a bleokhead von an, whan a poor fuoi, to let 
yonneU I-- Mghtanea by fch« flelirtou* rawlngn ol a rtfly 

girl!" be wiid when lie grew cooler. "You deserve a 
sound thrashing, Instead of Hie suit of armor I promised 
you. la tbe future your place will bo to help in the 
kitchen. You certainly are not worthy to faght for 
Israel's freedom. Ami my plan shall be carried oat all 
the same!" , , 

Nathaniel was really made to serve the cooks, whose 
dntv it was to prepare the meals ©I some thonsuud 
Zealots, in one Of the hulls adjoining the Irmple At 
lira* ho did not mind this, for bis water's holy death was 
continually present to hi» HuraghtB. But niter B few 
(lays the monotony and tediousness of the work assigned 
him waa so wemfeome that im began to Ihtnk Low he 
could make good his escape. " he « , "" M 0I,I >* ""»"«« 
to gain access to the sulitormnean way, he would soon 

get- free. He got a torch in readiness anil watched his 

brother's movements niilil he discovered wlwre ho kept 
the key to the sulilernmean passage, and one evening he 
ventured npon flight. All succeeded as well W heart 
could wish. The sentries- at the other cud made a little 
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difficulty a boat letting him pass, for the watchword had 
Ih.h-11 changed. Hut ii8 they knew him to be brother 
to their Captain, and lie told them ho bad In go to Caia- 
phaa' boose, the officer iu command Old not detain him, 

"Ekazar himself is going there tonight iu order lo 
receive Uie brethren at the Essene Gate," said one of tlio 
sentries. 

"True, and old Ben Galaphaa too. They Imve 
probably sent the lad Morehaud, with some message," 
the officer replied . 

Nathaniel heard what was said, and resolved to keep 
Clear of his father's house, and seek a hiding-nlnce where 
Benjamin was. Ho hud in forming his plan of escape, 
Kent the DOOM with the white doves More his mind as 
his Ultimate destination, thongh lie inteaded first of all 
to get Uaeliel to conceal him in some remote part of tho 
rambling old hoase. 

"When he stepped out into the street, a violent gnsh 
of wind blew in his face. Dark cloud* with rugged 
edges of an ominous grayish color were drifting rapidly 
across the sky, and the wind roared and howled an if the 
spirits of hell were let loose. The dust and sand were 
blown in eddying circles in tho air, stones fell from the 
roofs, and Nathaniel shrank close to the wall for shelter. 
Would it iii.t Ixi wiser, he stski-d himself, to go back to 
the Asmom-ao palace and there wiiit, until the storm was 

overt But too thought of hla fattier and brother, who 
might come up at any momem, iuduc.nl him to proceed 
on his way. 

Happily for him ho had not Id bun the wind, ho he 
•was driven liefore it Op to the market, where he was fain 
to hold on lo a post, to reeovm' his hi-ealh and wipe the 
dust out of his eyes. Light feathery gray clouds were 
coming up over the dark masses and Borne heavy drops 
fell, followed by a shower of hail, at tirst small sloitee, 
then large and heavy ones rattled on the pavement. A 
flash of lightning like a stream of molten fire rent tho 
heavens, succeeded by a crash and crackling as if the 
houses all around were falling down. 

"God have mercy on us!" ejaculated Nathaniel i 
•'never did I we BOch ;» tempest How ever shall I get 
over the rest of the way!" 
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He knocked at several doors, hut no one opened to 
hfan, Perhaps his knock vihh not hoard amid the raging 
of the elements. He told himself he miiHt venture, and 
throwing his cloak over his brad ns a protection against 
the hailstones, ram as quickly as ho could in the direc- 
tion of the garden gate ho knew ho well. One i>eal of 
thunder followed the other in rapid Hiii-ccssion and the 
lightning fell, setting lire towvi-ml buildings indifferent 
quarters of the town. The fulling hailslonea heat upon 
tho hoy's head, arms and hands (ill lln-y Mill, and in 
piteous accents ho sitiil : "If they do DOl opofitbfl door 
quickly they will find ine lying tin-re dead.'' 

Jn the modest house Unit wiw called hy our Lady's 
name, the outbreak of the terrific storm found Tharuar 
and her brother, with the two sei vanls. kneeling beside 
Paulina's bed, joining willi her in prayer, A lamp was 
bin iiinv lie fore tlit< ii.; ' .. •'iiltius iniiigi' of tin* lliorn- 
crownul Saviour, and its feeble li^hl fell upon the group 
of suppliants. Thuutur Nad lhi« ninetieth psalm, nml 
the others repeated it after her veiw! hy verm*. Attho 
loudest peals of thunder Ithode eried out in alarm : "The 
end of the world lias eomc! The Lord will destroy the 
city with fire from Hestven! Iiord have mercy on us!" 
Kara closed her eyes and put her fingers in her ears; 
Thumar and Paulina fixed their gaze on the features of 
the Redeemer, to which the flickering light seemed to 
give a life-like movement. Benjamin, who was not 
easily alarmed, was almost paralUed with terror; he too 
looked at the face of Christ its if entreating pardon for 
his past misdeeds. 

A. niOmeutiiry lull in the) violence of the tempest 
ensued.; the hail wan slid lieanl rattling against the 
Shutters, and the howling wind .shook (he very walls of 
the house. Suddenly Benjamin exclaimed: "Listen! 
some one Ih knocking at the garden dour! t thought I 
heard it jmst now, thin time 1 am unite certain." 

"What could any living soul want to come to us for 
in snob, a frightful BtonnT" Kliodnnaid. 

"Perhaps it ia God's angel, come to lead ns ont of 
this city, as he did Lot out of foidoin. I have prayed 
for that every day. Otherwise however hIuiII we get out 
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Or Jerusalem and escape tlie divine judgments " Benja- 
min answered. "If yoq will come Willi me, Thaiuar, I 
will go and let him in; I am afniid to go alone." 
Thnmar rose and Raid she would accompany him. 
ft mast be some poor creature, who a*ks for shelter," 
she said. ' 

Th^y laid some difficulty in unfastening (he door. 
When it was opened I hey found tlie unforUnale youth 
lying on the .ground half minting, uniiKcd by the hail- 
stones and wholly exhausted. 

They took him indoors, and under the care of tho 
women ho was soon sufficiently recovered to tell hia 
Story. In conclusion he said: "One tiling more. To- 
night Ben Gioras' bands are to bead mitlcd into the city. 
If yon have anything to conceal from them hide it at 
once for I hoard Ek-azar say that robbery and murder 
would be the least of the evils we might expect from 
their coming; if only they would help him to get the 
mastery over the Galileans before the coming of the 

Romans, 80 that they might oppose them with a united 

force." 

There were no treasures of gold or silver to be con- 
cealed by the inmate* of Mary'* house, but there was 
something they prized more than any earl lily posses- 
sions Veronica's veil. J|, wan forthwith taken down 
from Ihewall, enrlos«'d in its copper case and stowed 

away In the oallar. Tbamarahjo looked oofc for a place. 

where she could ii ide, so as tir.l lo fall in to tin- hands of 
tlie- rUfflanS who might make her their prisoner, or 
otherwise mall rent her. 

Meanwhile the storm had risen ugnin, and wcut on 
raging nearly till midnight. Flavins Jowphns says 
'the flashes of lightning, the awful roll of the thunder, 
the quaking of the earth, filled everyone with (error; it 
was as if the very foundations of the world were shaken 
and the destruction of its Inhabitants imminent.') And 
under cover of this tempest the Zealots admitted the 
bands of Simon lion Gioras into the city; he entered 
through the Ksseiie Gate dnring (lie night with ten 
thousand of his own followers and five thousand Idume- 

3 ) Wats of the Jews IV. 4, ft. 
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ans. Joaephns relates that they held their shields over 
their 1iim-1s lo keep oft Hie torrents *>f ndn, an<1 pressed 
close one to the other to warm their frown limbs. 

Then a terrible carnage comiiiei 'I, \viicn morning 

dawned thousands of slain were Been on the declivities 
oi the temple hill. More fell vietiins to tlic as.siiHSin'8 
IHmiiwl than to the enemy's sword. Amongst, the 

former were Ananas the ex-Hlghprieot and Jeechna, all 

in fact wlio were considered aiilngoiiisls. of Ilu- XealotS. 
Yet Ben Gioras did not. succeed in driving John of 
Cliscliala out of thfl fortress Antonla and Hie outer 
eiielosure of the temple. All the oilier part* of th« city 
with the exception of the (juarler called Ophcl remained 

in his power. According to Joaepuaj eight thousand 
five hundred fell in Isittln daring Ihe night The 
Zealots, during the reif*u of (error thai. succeeded Ihe 
entrance of (lie iiuliliers, sl:ui".ldernl twelve thousand 
victims. 1 ") 

Before the nighl was ended two or Ihren or the 
brigands made Ilieir way into the House of Mary. Old 
Sara showed them the poorly furnished rooms, and for 
the sake of the sick woman entrcatod them to have pity 
and spare tliem the helpless inmates. "Are no Oali- 
leans, no soldiers hidden beret" the man asked threat- 
ening the old woman with his drawn sword. 

"None bat women and Ivvo young boyn, as sura as I 
hope for the salvation ol Israel," she answered, falling 
on her knees. 

The man bade her show him the boyn. Taking a 
lamp, she led hint into Paulinos' room, where Nathaniel 
was sleeping heavily through exhaustion. Benjamin 
started up when the door opened and the robbers 
entered. 

"Why, that Is Tubal the rod-head!" lie exclaimed, 
recognizing at a glance the red-headed brigand who 
had taken him from the robber's camp into the cily. 

"That I am, by our father IsmaeU" Ihe man 
rejoined. "And you the pretty little bird (hat I had lo 
take to that old sinner Kalmlon. Did you 13ml your 
father again, my little friend?" 
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"I found him and lost hi in again. O Tubal, nave 
you taken him captive again sin<* then or even killed 
liinit Pray do (oil me. You know nothing about bimf 
Then perhaps he is still alive. And Salome, have yon 
not released her yetf 

"We never let anyone go free without a ransom, not 
even an old woman like that," rejoined the robber, with 
a coarse langh. -"No, the old thins is still with our 
gang, and will probably come in hero along with ns. 
Her skill as a rook has saved her life, no one can serve 
up so good a dinner lor our Gaptain, mid Jten Gioras is 
by no menus iuuiflernit on that point. Who is that 
Other fellow yonderl He is alums* big enough to be one 
of those COMed Galilean rogues. Get up, you there!" 

"Let him be," Benjamin entreated. -"You see he is 
braised Oil over with the hnil; he is no Galilean, I 
assure yon ; yon know I never He." 

Tubal hesitated a moment, and his comrade called 
out-: "lie quick, Brother; either cut his throat or leave 
him alone. Let ns go to some other house, there is 
nothing io bo got ont of these beggarly folk." There- 
upon they h< tilt left the house. 

"80 good old Salome will eome in with the robbers," 
Benjamin said to himself, debating whether he should 
not, go out on the morrow and try to find her. ''Sho 
knows her way almut Jerusalem, and will soon And out 
when Eusebins i.s living in Ilio old palace. JFow 
delighted the worthy man will lie when he sees her 
again." Reflecting (bus, the boy fell fast asleep, and 
tliil DOt wake, despite the DOlBe and commotion in the 
streets, until daylight, streauied in tlirongh the little 
window of the chtinilier. 

Hatlianiel was already awake, contemplating the 
bloody marks on his hands and arms with a rueful 
countenance. Benjamin assured him Hint lliey would 
soon bo well; then ho drew his attention to the disturb- 
ance outside in the city. "Just listen, wha t lamentations 
and outcries, as if the world were coming to an end! 
And tho olaph of arms that. OOmea down from the 
temple! Hear the stones whizzing through the air from 
the catapultsi" 
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"They are fighting to gain posses-sion o( the temple," 
Nathaniel said. "£leuzar is determined that the Gall- 
leans shall be* driven out.. My father anil brother ore 
both there. May God Ih* merciful to them!" 

All day long "the bailie raged mi the hill, and pillage 
anil murder went on in the city. Not nidi) the next 
moming Wii3ftuytbihEa|»ifcro!it'hinirtr.iii(|iiilliI.y restored, 

BO (hat Rliode coidd go oat to town what I hey liad to 
exjwet. On her return she aaid licit I In- si reels were 
filLed with the dead and dying, and I hid now Instead of 
two, three factions were at war in Hie 4*ily. For Hie 
Gidileans would not I* expelled from (be precineta of 
the temple, ami dissension and strife liad already broken 
out between Ben liioras and the Zealots who had 

applied to him for aid, since Klca/ar insisted on the 
Brigand-chief obeying hid orders . Tim desl nirlioli Of 
the city ap|R'a red imiiiinerd. For had not (he Ixinl Him- 
self declared tliat :t kingdom divided against itself coidd 
not stand. 

In the evening of the same clay Kilrtchhis, having 

taken every pniwuiliiiii to esvaiic notice, camo U» bring 

Hidy * -oiniuiiiiioii to I'.uilina, who wan much worse in 

eniisequcitoa of nil the dlfltresstOff events that had 

happened, lie afl-erwnrda looked at Nathaniel's braises 
him! said there was not lunch harm done; let him stay in 
bed a, couple of days. "Your pious sisler must have 
protected yon in Heaven," be said kindly, "otherwise 
it might have gone ill with yon. Your arms and hands 
are painful, no doubt, but there is nothing; to be alarmed 
about. But il yon had lieen struck on Ibe hettd iind 
temples, it might have been your death." 

"Should I have gone to liellt" Nathaniel asked, 
horrorstrieken. 

'•T hope not, n» you have not resisted the truth. Hut 
yon will do well to place yourself muler instruction and 
Ik- baptized, as your sister wan. At present no one is 

sure of hid life from one hour to another. Your friend 
Benjamin can (each you the fundamental truths of the 
Faith, and then I ean baptize yon both at. the approach* 
ing Feast of the Pasch. What do yon say to that I" 
Benjamin was delighted attheprospeetor receiving 
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baptism -so soon, for in the early siges or Uie Church tbo 
fciiTiuiKMit of regeneration was not generally administered 
until a long probation had been gone through. And tbo 
idcsi of being allowed to teach one older than himself 
made him qnitc proud. Suddenly be remembered 
Salome, and told Ease biu.s what lie bad beard about her 
from the brigaud. 

Euscbius smiled and said: "Your red-bended friend 
spoke the truth, J hare already seen her* Who came to 
my house yesterday evening. Praise lie to I lie Lord for 
granting me such a joy in these sad aud troublous 
times!" 

•'Then I will go back with you. Pray let me. I 
must see dear old Salome again," the boy entreated, 
with eager eyes. 

*'Sh« is uot in my house," Eusebius rejoined. "She 
has gone back to her work at Ben Gioras' Camp, bIio 
promised to do so wbenBheasked Ii is permission to visit 
me." 

"Alas!" the boy said. "How long is she to do a 
slave's work for that wicked maul Why doea she :uot 
run away from hiint Here tliere would lie no rocks to 
climb or jackals (o fear. Tell her to come to ns and we 
will hide her awiiy with Thamar, as (he Centurion and 
1 hid ourselves." 

"Ben Gioras would never rest Mill lie found her. then 
lie would have her scourged nearly to death, and make 

an end of us all. No, no child, her lot ia not so 

miserable, mid at any rate she must put up with it a 

lilt la longer! She will six' mo now and again, and I 
might perhaps bring her here to we yon. Meanwhile I 
am maturing a plan I mode long ago by which, with the 
lielp of God, she will be rescued and all of you as well. 
Pray for its success!" So- saying the Priest took his 
departure. 

The two friends now bad a pleasant time. Benjamin 
instructed Nathaniel, and if the older .scholar was some- 
what incredulous about any point, his young teacher 
called Khode with her ready tongue, or Thamar with her 
well-stored mind lo his help, and not uiifre«iuently it 
turned out that the teacher's explanations were not 
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altogether correct. But Itenjumiu would not give in, 
unless Thamar and. BUodo agreed, and Paulina declare*! 
they were right. 

The lesson-hours left plenty of lime lor games and 
recreation. The two boys related their adventures to 
one another. Benjamin's tongue would run on tor 
honrs, when he told how ho :iml I'uiiliiius jliiiI Lucius 
were let down the null in a biisket and made their 
escape to Caesarea. Then be OeMmbra toe 86ft WMl the 
.UK nt ships, and the huge waves thai. bioke* upon (he 
shore throwing np clonuls of spray, thing* which Nalha- 
iiji'l hail never wen. Finally lie v..in- an account of his 
f:ii Inn's embarkation and how hi' wa.s phiccd under the 
care of Jonas the fittwirosr, 

•■I always thought no good would uomo of tliat 
arrangement," he concluded, '*«■ noon art ever I saw 11m 

man with his long nose and fishy eyes. I begged fallier 

to take me with him lo (hence, hut her said it would not 
do for me to go wilh him, I must stay wilh Joints, who 
would treat, me kindly, and lie himself would cOiuu l«*ck 
soon. Tn-nt DM kindly' The very linst evening he 
gave mo a Hogging, tho worst 1 ever had m my life. For 
three days I did not know how to sit on my chair. 
"Well, I got orer th:it ; l«;sidfs I deserved it because I 
did uot go home as- he bade mo. But what business had 
lie to onler me to go home, when I asked him so politely 
to let me remain on the beach, as lung us my father's 
ship) wu-s in sight. I wanted to see the trireme sail, too. 
V.i I could havo forgiven him the? healing, hut that his 
two boys shonld (aunt me wilh it for weeks was more 
than I could endure, find forgive me if I did wrong; 
hut once I could uut co-ntain myself and I gave the elder 
One a souud tIiniKhin«, though he is two yearn older 
than I am. And I should have thrnshed (lie oilier as 
■well, for I was downright anury, only his fatthcr came 

up and heat me black and blue, rc|>culiiig some pious 
exhortation, because I would not l*>g liis son's pardon. 
Ami Unit is Killed treating one kindly!" 

C 'I should have rim away," Nathaniel said]. 

'•Yes, it ciiuie fa that, you shall hear. I should 

have 1 11 11 away the first day, only 1 hoped that my sister 
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would come soon, and that. Father -would not he away 
for long. Besides where was I to go to 1 So I put up 
with the beating and the teasing as well :is I could and 
determined to bide my time. Tlien one day the Arab 
whom my father hail sent to Jerusalem «ime back with- 
out huviiu; accomplished his errand, ami told Jonas ho 

had not been able to sneered in celling into the city; in 
fact he hail a narrow escape of being slowd for a Ko-man 
Bpy. Joiius told him to his EMe Unit lie lied, and but"! 
made up this story to get the money my father had left 
for him; I do nob think lie paid Mm a single jwra. At 
all events the man went away in a towering rage." 

Nathaniel remarked that it was very possible that 
the At.:!! spoke the truth, for his brother had the gates 
strongly guarded. 

"That wan all the same to me— I knew then it ires 
no use to expect Thamar any longer. A few days later 
a ship arrived from G reece. As soon as I heard one of 
1 In- servauts telling that to Jonas., I ran off as fast as my 
legs wonld carry wo to the harbor; it was forbidden, 
but I said to myself, my father is there now, so Jonas 
ban no more authority over me. But unfortunately 
Father was not on tho ship, there came Instead a letter 
from him to Jonas, Baying that they had to go on to 
some other town wh<TC the/ Emperor was, and that 
would delay his return for some mouths. Of course I 
could not help vying — I think ynn would have cried 

too — at tin-so fillings, and iu addition 1 bad to hear 

another boating* for having gone down to the harbor 
without permission; smd KcuIhmi actually said it was a 
good thing that my father stayed away, for the longer 
he remained in Greece, the better- behaved I should have 
become by the time of his return." 

"Did you not bos his ears tor his impertinence f" 
Xalhnniel interposed. 

"I thought it wan better not to, for f was still sore 
from the boating and Jonas was in the mom, but f pave 
him a look that said mow than a 1h>k on the ear. Then 
I sat down and wrote a letter to my fatber telling him 
what sort of treatment T got in Jonas 1 bourse. I addressed 
it: To my dear fatber, the Rabbi Sndoc, with the 
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Emperor in G recce, ami I begged Jonna to send it by 
the next vesae! that sailed lor (inhere. l>o you tliiuk lie 
did thatt No Kuch thing! Hit read it through and tore 
it in piecea hi'fore uiy very eyes!" 

"What a brute!" JS'.itlianii-l exclaimed. 

"That was enough for me, I did Dot say another 
word. But as soon as it was dark, I ran siway (o> Queen 
Bereulce, who once gave me home cakes and sweet wiuo, 
when I told her tlie story of my flight from Jerusalem. 
I did not like her iuucIi; she had such a strange 
manner aud was always stroking ami fondling me, and 
smelt so strong of all sorts of perfumes. But she had a 
sisterwhom 1 lunch preferred, and 1 wanted to go to her. 
However the man who used lo bow so obsequiously to 
the Centurion took mo to the Queen, and when 1 told 
her and her ladies all that I hud gone through in Jonas' 
house, they tittered and laughed, an if it were a good 

ioke. I was so annoyed that I was on the i>oinb of 
running away again, then and there, for I could not boar 
to have women make fun of me. 

"Then they gave me all manner of dainties and gnipes 
and sweet wine. And Berenice hud a l>caiitiful sky- 
blue tunic made for me aud lovely sandals wilh gold 
fasteuiiigs up lo the kuee. She hung a little silver 
quiver over my shoulder with gilt arrows and put a 
pretty Utile Im»# iu my hand. In that costume I had to 
Stand in her room, and sometimes go out with her. At 
first i liked it, I was proud of my fine clothes and the 
elegant bow and arrows. People called mo Berenice's 
Em*, 1 thought it was Ilerm whieli means hero awl when 
she called mo Em, I corrected; her aud said flow- Then 
she laughed and said: 'Eros now, perhaps Hems later 

ou!* 

"1 wanted to know what Erm meant, as I did not 
rememher hearing the word when Thaiimi' taught mo 
Greek. Berenice laughed in such a strange way that I 
ran off, and asked the man-servant what it meant. 
When he told me it was the name of a heathen god, I 
threw down my quiver and bow ami instantly went off 
(O my room where I put on my old tunic that I was 
wearing when 1 ran away from Jonas' house." 
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"Yon were right there," Nathaniel said, "otherwise 
you might have been led into idolatry." 

'-Yes, that is whut tlie venerable Ensebins told nip; 
the only thing ho praised me for doing, was making my 
ii*'a[M' from Berenice's palaee. He blamed me severely 
for Imviiig run away from Jonas. And I o-in very sorry 
th»t I did, for it was wrong, and it must havocaused my 
(other great vexation. I daresay lie has been looking 
for me, and perhaps grieving for me, thinking I was 
dead. God grant that we may meet again! " 

"So yon actually left the' Queen's palace then and 
theref" 

"Of course I did, or else I should not be here now. 
And this time everything went well with me, for I 
prayed to> my Guardian Angel. A kind trader who was 
going to the country east of the Jordan with sonio 
merchandise took me as far as Sichcm, where our father 
Abraham dwelt, and Jacob fed his flocks. There I 
joined a caravan of pilgrims, who were journeying to 
Jerusalem for the- Feast of the 1 >edieation of the temple. 
They came from Nazareth ; when I asked them about 
Jesus, they told me that in His yonth He set a good 
example and was in all respects an excellent and 
Obedient BOO. Tbey wen surprised therefore, they said, 
Dial the prmniMi Cud m:idi> In thawo who honor their 
patent* was not fulfilled in Him, that He had snch a 
hard life and met with so untimely and sad a death. I 
should like to have set. them right about that, as I 
rememlH-red what Eusebfua had taught me, but they 
would; not let a child seem to know better than they did, 
so I held my tongue, or they would not havo kept me 
with them." 

"It is a singular thing," Nathaniel remarked, "that 
his own countrymen will not believe in Jesus." 

"Have you never read that passage of Scripture 
which says that a- prophet never h;is honor in his own 
country!" Benjamin said. Then lie proceeded: "So I 
came back to Jerusalem. You can fancy how frightened 
I was at having to go through the gate. I looked all 
round as if I were a thief, for fear lest I should fall into 
the hands of your brother or your father. I was not 
afraid of you, for I did not think yon would betray me." 



LUCIUS FLAVC8. 451 

"Never — although I had scoldings and beatings 
enough to bear on your account." 

"I hid myself until it was dark, then I cautiously 
crept here. I can tell you ltlioile was astonished to see 
me when she opened the dour, and Thamar kissed me 
and scolded me alternately. She was able to walk quite 
well again, and I wanted Ensebiust© letns down over 
the wall in a basket the very next night; I Bald I would 
show Tliamar the way to Ciiesarea, and Ihcrc we would 
wait fur father's return — not in Jonas' bouse, hut in a 
pretty little vf lift l>y the sea. Bat no one wonM listen 
to my project, for in the interval the war in Gall lee mid 
on the coast broke out. So we are Still here, waiting 
for a favorable opportunity to escape out of the city. 
God knows when we ahull find one!" 



CHAPTER 39. 
Paulinus returns to Jerusalem. 

The Feast of the Passover was. now approaching* the 
last which the temple at Jerusalem wns destined to 
witness. 

"When the war broke out in Galileo and on tho coast 
Of Palestine, the inhabitant of Judea in vast numbers 
had sought refuge in the holy cily with their herds aud 
their goods and chattels. I mint-use a« till the slock of 
provisions which they brought with them, corn, oil, 
wiuc, fruits of all kimls, besides provender for the cattle, 
the stores had gradually uielU^d away in the course of 
three years, since the Romans drew the cordon of their 
troops ever nearer and nearer to the doomed cily. The 
hiislmiulinaii hardly dared tosowhiscorn, Uieherdsmau 
scarcely ventured to drive his flocks and herds to pas- 
ture for fear lent the Bonia-ns or the robbers should reap 
his crops, slaughter his cattle. Tluis avS the storehouses 
became empty it wsta not possible to replenish them. 

Heedless <»f the armies which had long lain inactive 
in the camps at Caesarea, .Jericho nml Hebron, the P»P* 
uhitioii of Jiidca nml those who had escaped the sword 

of the [toman noldier in Galilee and beyond Jordau, 
hastened up to the holy city to keep fcli-e Feast. The 
t roups opposed no hindrance lo Hie pilgrims journeying 
to Jerusalem; Titus had given orders that they were 
not to he molested, for the greater the number of people 
confined within its walls, tho sooner would starvation 
and misery compel thi-m to surrender. All therefore 
who were going up thither were to be. allowed to pass, 
but the pilgrims who were returning to their homes 
■were to he driven hack ruthlessly, 

In one of the bands of pilgrims coming up from 

Jericho, Paulinus was to lie found, It was not that he 

was unmindful of the words of prophetic warning uttered 

by the Saviour, hnt he. was urged by affection (or his 

(452) 
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mother and also l>y the wish of Bishop Simeon, who 
wanted to remit a portion ol the alum received from 
Koine to Kuscbius the priest, with his episcopal blessing. 
"Coin peace, my sou," the holy old man Bald to tlie 
youth, on his departure from Pella, "I shall pray for 
you and those dear to yon, that they may escape the 
coming judgments. Our brethren who are detained in 
the city need some special encouragement. This yon 
will afford them by tbctiilhigsor the glorious, denth or 
the Apostles Peter and Paul, and by the benediction or 
the saintly Linus, who now, as Peter's sumvsm' in the 
office of Chief Pastor, feeds the sheep ami hi ml.* of 
Christ' s flock." 

Bo it came to pass that Paiilhius h-ft Pella mid started 
on his journev with a cheerful In-art. in Iteihimiu he 
parted from the company U) order h> vis ii the property 
formerly belonging i" uucartW] where he had spent 
many happy day B In lii* boyhood, when Busebinfl and 
Salome managed the farm. As he wandered through 
the forsaken garden, be emilod to bfmsell an be remem- 
bered that it had once been his cherished dream to 
become steward of the estate, when he had grown up to 
manhood. Now a very different lot was the goal of his 
desires, he hoped to become a Priest, and a preacher of 
the Word of Ood. 

Bishop Simeon had commissioned him to bring with 
him on his return to Pella, the portrait of the Blessed 
Virgin, painted by St. Luke. On their hasty flight 
from Jerusalem it had been left in Belhauia, whore for a 
time at least, it would probably be safe. Paulhnis wont 
up to the house, which was shut up, and presently In 
answer to his knocking the ri<»or was unfastened by 
Silas the gardener, who instantly recognized the young 
Invite. The picture still hung in Its old place on the 

wall, and the pardeuer had not neglected lu plaee flow- 
ers before it daily. 

"However shall you take it with you into the cityT" 
Silas asked, for be was unwilling to part wilh the sacred 
relic. "It is painted on a board of cedar-wood, so you 
cannot possibly hide it under your clothes. And if the 
Kale-keepers aee it, they iiro certain to burn it and Btoue 
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yon. That was the reason -why Eusebius did not take 
it into the city. You hud better leave it here, and 
when you come back from the Feast you can if you 
choose take it with you to Pclla. " 

1'uuliuuB saw the justice of these arguments and 
agreed to do ns the man proposed. Willi him be visited 
thi! cave where our Lord performed the striking miracle 
of raising Lazarus from the dead, ami piously prayed 
there awhile. The gardener accompanied liini part of 
the way to Jerusalem talking an he went of the terrible 
signs and portent* which were reported lo have been 
seen. The dreadful comet had disappeared lln'ii, bntin 
its place chariots and horse* and troops of men in armor 
were seen in the clouds, waging war with ■{■Mr and 
sword. It was an awful sight, the man said, so at least 
people coming from (Jubaoth Saul had told him, who 
bad seen it a few days before. "And," he concluded, 
"the atrocities perpetrated in Jerusalem, the blood that 
cries to Heaven shed in the city, nay oven in the temple, 
at the very foot of the altar! On no consideration would 
I spend a single night in thceily. I beg you to come 
back: and bring your mother willi Rhode and the others, 
out here to LMluuUifc. We shall get on better with the 
Romans than with those stiff-necked Jews. t.od forgive 
DM, it I am too hard on them." 

The young U-vile (Mild the worthy old man that it 
was his intention t<> lake as many ol the brethren as 
possible out of Jerusalem, before the divine judgments 
overtook them, lie then purled from liiin, ami pursued 
his way alone. It was nearly four years OuMO he last 
kjiw (he temple and the holy cily, ami it was with no 
ordinary emotion that lie gazed at them. Considerable 
portions of the town lay in ruinft through the cruel war- 
fare, but the House of God still stood in its ancient 
glory, and as I'nulinus approached, the trumpet blast 
was heard, and the column of smoke from the altar of 
sacrifice ascended above the golden rouf. And on the 
north side, where aloae the city waa pregnable, the 
threefold wall arid crown ol towers seemed to bid proud 
defiance to the foe. Almost involuntarily the "words of 
the inspired Psalmist rose to his lips: ''The foundations 
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thereof are in the holy mountains; the Lord lovctli tie 
gates of Sion above all tlio tabernacles of Jacob. Glori- 
ous things are Haiti of thee, O city of Cod! The Lord 
shall tell in lue writings of peoples ami of princes, of 
them that have been in her. Tim dwelling in theo is as 
it were of all rejoicing." (IV Hii.) 

"Alas! if thou hailst known the ttnM of thy visita- 
tion," sighed Paulinas, "that glorlou prediction would 
have been fulfilled in thee. '1 In* Lord wept over thee, 
ami foretold thy destruction. Hut Iho virion of the 
prophet shall yet ho aeemiipH-dmd. The Chiireli which 
Christ founded is the (run city ot God, Which oflerfl lo 
all her members eternal salvation and fulness <>f joy, 
even to those who come out ol ilal 1J Ion and Kgypt, from 
Tyre and the isles of Mm mb" 

Engrossed Willi Qt«n relied Inns Vanillins reached 
the Fountain Gate by the |»>"l Of Kiloe. Tim j;iiaid eyed 
the tall, slim youth who hud jn*l attained hi* twentieth 
year, with a r*h«r|> plaime, and called on him to join 
Ben Gioras' bund, ami help in Mrodefeuco of Sion. It 
was with dilhrully thai lie escaped from the tiresome 
iin porl unit y of the itmn by telling them he w;is the only 

son of a needy widow, ami should only take up arms in 
case of compulsion. In fact, they would have pressed 
hint then and there into the service, liftd not the ofliccr 
in command said: "Let tho mother's darling go! He is 
no man of the sword and would bring disgrace on our 
brave comrades by his poltroonery." 

Pan! in us repressed the indignant rejoinder that rose 
to his lips ami thanked thoCiiptain. A pliout of derisive 
langhter followed him as ho pursued his way. When 
he entered the city, ho lluxi^ht he never remembered 
seeing so many iiooplo in tho Rtrcets. To tin* many 
thousand Tcfngeertwho for months past had taken up 

their abode iu Jerusalem, hundreds of thousands of |iil- 
grlins come to keep the great festival were now added. 
Flnvius Josephus csliniali-s Ihe huhiImts present in the 
city that year at the Paaeb at two millions, while Knse- 
biiis of Cuesarea wekons I hem at three millions. They 
took up their abode in the half-demolished buildings, 
they srtuplmts and Lenta In the streets und in nil the 
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public places. Paulinus had to elbow Ids way through 
the crowd to the Upper Market. "What," he nuked 
himself, "would become of all these people, if Titus 
were now to being his forces Tip to our gates T " 

lie made It his first business to go to the Cenacle to 
find Kiisrhnis, and hand over to him th© alms of the 
Community in Rome, whieh he had concealed in a leath- 
ern belt worn under lis clothes. "The gmird at the 
Fountain Gate nearly got hold of it," he said, "they 
wanted to commandeer me tor military service. Thanks 
to the prayers of the saints, which accompanied me on 
my way, the Lord turned the heart of Hie Captain, and 
he let me go in pence." 

"God be thanked," ejaculated Eusebins. "The char- 
itable gift of Our brethren in Rome comes most oppor- 
tunely. We shall have to lay in a stock of provisions, 
lest we should be reduced to starvation ire the days 
whereof the Lord foretold that our loes would surround 
the city with a wall, and press us on all Bides. I hope 
to scud a party of our people with you to Pella, hut 
some will have to spend the days off tribulation here. 
For instance, your good mother could not possibly be 
mo veil. She continues much the same, and bears her 
cross with the samecnlm patience. I will go over to 
her with yon presently." 

"O Father, could not I remain with her, and you ac- 
company the remnants of our little flock who will leave 
the city 1" Paulinus said in tones of entreaty. 

KtiMcliins answered: "I know you are willing to 
make the sacri flee, but you are not a Priest; the vener- 
able Simeon has nob given you my post. Ton must see 
that I cannot possibly accept your offer. Now tell me 
abont our brethren in Rome; at nightfall we will go to 
yonr mother. Is it true that Cephas died for Christ, as 
report alleges t*' 

PaulimiH then narrated the story of the heroic death 
of the two Apostles, and described the charity and zed 
for the faith that animated the Christians in itome in 
such slowing laiiKuayp, that tc:irs of emotion rolled 

down Enwbiua' wrinkled cheeks, lie told Paulinus 
that he ninat relate the whole over again at the service 
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in the Cennele at Beater. "What conld bo a greater 
solace, a more powerful support to uiy flock in these 
troublous days tliaa the example Peter and Paul afford 
tUeiut We shall toipti/.e several |H-rs«ns then. A grand- 
son of that uubappy Cainpluhs, and Habbi Sadoc's son 
are to be bora again by Water and Mm Holy Spirit. You 
remember the Rabbi whom wo nursed in this house, and 
who was bo sorely scandalised at the picture of Christ's 
sacred connteuunce 1 " 

"Perfectly well. He ih with us in I Vila. As I was 
wonting baok from lioiue to <'afKai-*'ii, I happened to meet 
with him; he was in a stale, of despair at having lost 
both his children. I l«>ld him Unit bin daughter was in 
the charge of excellent itcople, and would probably bo in 

Pella, provided her fool waawell.and miiiuhio travelling 

companions had been found for hi'r. p><> h* Went Hh-ic 
with nic, and there. In* Ih iu.w, waiting, but Waiting in 
vain, for his daughter's arrival. Hu mourns for her as 
for cue who is dead, and be also despairs of ever finding 
his sou again. Hud hn known I hut they were hem, 
nothing would have kept him in IVIla, although it won Id 
havo lawn certain death lor him, if those iu authority 
were to recognize him. " 

■"That i.s only too true, 11 Riisebins replied. "Many 
a one has been pub to death who was less obnoxious to 
the ZeaJots than this Rabbi Sadoe. Has he become one 
of our brethrent" 

■"Unhappily he still clings to bis pre-coueeived ideas 
about the temporal k iugdoin of tho Messia-h. Yet wo 
hope for his conversion because ho is Tory Libera] in 

almsgiving. 1 ' 

"You are right, my son. 'ItU-ssed are Ilio merciful 

for they shall obtain mercy.' Nothing draws down the 
grace oi God upon the sinner more surely than works of 
eharity. How delighted his daughter, mid that merry 
boy of his will be when they bear that their falher is in 
Pella, and that tlwy may hope shortly to see him there. 
By this time I think it will bo safe for us to go to the 
Loose of Mary." 

Darkness had closrtl in, so the two set out nt Onoe. 
Euncbiua, it need hardly bo said, entered the sick-room 
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first, to prepare hi, patient for the joy awaiting her. 
Then lie left the mother and son together. J'aulinus 
hnil ko much to tell her, and chiefly all about the Riorums 
dealh or her lllusirious brother, Paul the Apostle. 
"Follow him, my sou," sho said with tears in her eyes, 
"fight the good fight* for you too a Crown <>r glory is 
laid up. Do not let your affection for me lend you to 
swerve from the path of a higher duly, ltetiirn I© Pella, 
and thence go out into Ilia world, to conquer it for Ch rist- 
Ho will fetch me from here in His own good time, uud 
it is my daily prayer that lie will not, long delay." 

Later on Paulinas told the sister and brother about 
thoir father, and t.lie idea of soon meeting them iigaiu in 
Fella, filled their hearts with Joy. He also spoke of 
Lucius the Tribune, and said that he had seen him in 
the prison where lie was confined with SI, Paul. 

Tliainar listened eagerly when the young officer was 
menlioiied. She had often thought of him, oftcu prayed] 
for him. His image bud always been present, to her 
mind, ever since tlioday when he rescued her father and 
herself out of the bands of the roblwrs. "When at a sub- 
sequent period she released him from captivity and was 
instructed wilb bim in the Christian religion, she bad 
occasionally though* she might one day bo united to- 
thai high-principled Soman. Rut Fie hud gone away 
without accepting tint truth, ami a I though at parting 
from her he did not disguise his affection, he felt for ut'l', 
yet there was scarcely ground for hope tluit he would 
ever return and ask for her hand. Still less did she 
venture to hope that her father would ever consent to 
her marriage with a Koiuuu. Therefore she. persuaded 
herself that- she must make the sacrifice of her heart, 
and She imagined that reason showed her so clearly the 
futility of any such hopes, Unit they were altogether 
extinguished. Far from it! Again and again the flame 
was rekindled, and like a bright star piercing the dark 
clouds, it shone upon her path. Ju the inmost recesses 
of her soul she still hoped against hope. 

Bluuhingly she inquired of Paulinas whether he had 
heard anything more concerning Lucius' fate. He an- 
swered in the negative, adding: "I have not the slightest 
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doubt that Paul converted him. What lift did to ensure 
Peter's safety was enough to earn for liim the gift of 
faith. Almighty God led Mm by the way of the cross, 
and that ia the way or salvation. When he went to 
Rome, his head was full «f other Idea*, of high-tlown 
projects; he fancied Unit earthly grandeur and renown 
awaited him, and Instead ol thai Providence prepared 
for him imprisoniiu-nl and probably a iiiaiTyr's death. 
I made every exertion lo obtain ae<-rs* again to Paul and 
his fellow-prisoners, but without sueci'srt, and innm-di- 
ately after my ancle's death Linus Kent me to Telia, 
■with letters ami alms. Since then l have heard nothing 
of Latins. I (.Iiotij^lit I should obtain Bomfl tofonnatJon 
from Aqidlo, hut Ik; did not oome to ivil:i, as bo Intend- 
ed. The Romans, it sppeara. would not allow hi hi lo 

pass. Perliapn l.iu-iiKs is still hiiiuiiishiug in prison. 
more probably he has BiireundM'd In Mm 1 pOi-lileuliiil 
atmosphere of tin- dungeon and his soul lias taken her 

flight to Heaven." 

When Paulinas cosset) speaking Thumar wiped a 
Gear from her long eyelashoe. "I do not grudge him (he 

victory. There is n» happiness to be had in wis njlner- 
abls world," She sighed. But even then she could not 
quite rcliiuiiiish all hope. 

The following days were tn,ken np -with preparing the 
catechumens tor baptism, ami instructing them in the 
doctrine of the Holy Eucharist. Thamar, the two boys 
and oia Sara, were to he baptized on Holy Thursday, 
the day whereon Christ instituted the Lord's Sapper, 
and on Easter day 1 hey wow to receive Holy Communion. 
How Thaniiir marvelled at IhiMlepth ol divine charity, 
when Eusebiim initiated her in this incomprehensible 
mystery of the Christian faith, in the presence or such 
love as this (hat th e Bav Ion r shows lo us i i appeared easy 
to her to renonncn all earthly love and alio ashed the. 
grey-haired Priest, if she might not consecrate herself 
to God by a vow of virginity. Bossbios would not hear 
Of this, at least not :i1 present; a resolution of that 
nature must not be made in a moment of emotion, of ex- 
allntioii, but only after serious and mature deliberation. 
Baptism was' administered to the tear candidates in 
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the crypt beneath theCenacle without fear of interruption. 
With joy and elation they returned before break of day 

to Mar> "s llOn&C, wllCrO Rhode WSS Waiting to Welcome 

thorn an brothers and sisters in Christ. Kven old Sara 
seemed thoroughly happy. She did not oaro what hap- 
[K'ui'd uow, slie would be quite conic nt lo die, she 
rejwated several times. And Benjamin would not 
engage in any sports tliat day, he only fed the doves of 
■our Lady as usual, saying to- hla sister, as the white- 
winged favorites circled nboiit them, "Look, Tliaiuar, 
now our souls are as spotless an they are. And if we 
irere lo die now, we should go up straight to Heaven. 
T could almost wish Eleazar might find ns out and with 
a sweep of his sword cat Hie bonds that tic our souls to 
earth!" 

"Yea, we are now children of God and heirs of 
Heaven, we wear the wedding garment washed in the 
Wood of the Lamb," Thamar replied with a beaming 
countenance. "Now it behooves us to take heed not to 
soil our garments and lose the sanctifying grace conferred 
onus. That alone can harm us, death lias no power. 
On the contrary he would come as a welcome messenger 
to conduct us to our eternal home, to the heavenly Sion." 

"How I wish my mother could -share this happiness." 
Nathaniel said. "As for my father and brother, they 
neither understand nor desire it." 

Meanwhile Kusebiiia and l'aiiHnus, together with 
Sabbas the jtorter consulted among themselves as to the 
means whereby tliey could send Thanuir and Benjamin 
to their father at Pella. It did not appeal' to l«e a matter 
of great difficulty; on his journey to Jerusalem Paulinos 
had made the acquaintance of some wealthy people from 
the vicinity of Jericho; Thatuar and Sara could join 
thera and Pftnlinufl could take the boy with bim. It 
was not probable that they would be stopped at the 
gates, as there would be a multitude of pilgrims pouring 
out of the city, and Eleazar, who was the only person 
they dreaded was held captive in the inner temple. 
They deliberated atso as to how the image of our Lord's 
sacred countenance, imprinted on Veronica's veil, and 
the chalice used at the Last Supper could he conveyed to 
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Fella in safety. Bishop Simeon was extremely anxious 
to prcmrve these hallowed rulim* from the elestruct ion 
Impending over Jerusalem. The veil could be rolled 
together and concealed under some pari of the clothing. 
Eascbius proposed lo confide It to Thamar's care, as 
she was botli prudent and courap'ous. But ho would 
not expose Uia challCB to the ril* ol being discovered 
by the sentinels at the gale, or by WldlerBOr robbers, 
and appropriated by them. 

"It is the most precious memorial of lit-- Saviour s 
love," he said. "Remember how on the evening liofOW 
His bitter Passion ho took tliis cup, blessed It, mid pro- 
nounced over tin' wine words of solemn mystery. It is 
said that lbeprolol\|«- in I lie priestly «dllce, Mclchisnloe. 
king of Salem, made use ot Ibis same (dinlfoe when he 
offered bread und wine, and afterwards ho gave ii to our 
rather Abraham. N«>, I oaiinoi eoiwent to risk the loss 
ol bo pricelefla a treasow. I baveftWHW a Bare hloiag- 
place for it, where it would remain uninjured even it the 
city were destroyed l>y fila. ' *"1 ■*»* 'lie place of 
concealment to you Puulinus, and you, BabbOfl, I hope 
thus to safeguard this, the most precious ol t lie Church's 
relies batter tlian by sending it to I'ella to the bishop. 
Kow come, let me show you the place. 

The old Priest waa in the act of going, accompanied 
by the youth and Sahhas the porter, when Rhode came 
running up, to Bay that a. messenger had just arrived, 
bringing the tidings that the Romans were marching 
upon the city. 

"How many of these false alarms wc have had I I 
shall not believe it nntil I nee the enemy before our 
walls," Sabbas exclaimed. 

"This time the n-| tort is true," the servant replied. 
"The people are assembling in groups everywhere. Just 
hear, the trumpets are sounding: Inun the towers and 
from the pinnacles of Ihe temple." 

"It is so, in fact," Kusebius said, as be listened to 
the unwelcome blast. "Well, God's will bo done! At 
any rate, if we possibly can we will celebrate our Easter 
festival the day after tomorrow." 



CHAPTER 40. 

The last Paschal Feast in Jerusalem. 

The three party leaders who within the walls of 
Jerusalem were lighting a, battle of life ami death, had 
concluded SO armistice for the days on which the Feast 
of the Passover was to l>e celebrated. The pilgrims, 
going tip to offer their gifts, passed between ranks of 
armed iuea, both in the outer court of the tempta and in 
the temple itself. Suet and bitter thought* filled their 
minds, for everywhere around them they Mr the abomi- 
nation of desolation in the holy places. Hero uud there 
the pillars of tlio stately colonnade were broken; the 
polished surface ot the marble walls was shattered, tho 
roofs in many places were destroyed j nay the missiles 
thrown by the engines of war had even struck the altar 
Of burnt ofieriiig, and felled the priests to the ground, 
even while in the performance of their sacred office, 
they laid the victim upon the sacrificial altar.') 

Even Eleazar way at length touched to the heart by 
scenes such as these. When lie summoned Iten Gloraa 
to his assislnnec, he did so in ttie? belief that he would 
thus force the Chili lean John oftlischala to submission, 
mid restore union and concord to the unhappy city. 
Now, (o his deep sorrow he perceived that ho had only 
made matters worse. Thousands of Jives had already 
been lost iu this unholy warfare, and a large number of 
houses stored with corn and other provisions hail been 
burnt down, Eleazar could have wept with shame and 
anger. 

Despite his pride, his desire of revenge, his passion- 
ate temper, he -was not destitute of a certain nobility of 
Character. He was ready to sacrifice his ambition so 
far as to submit ti* the authority of a common leader, 
provided John and Ben Gioran would make peace. The 
temporary cessation of hostilities for (he time 0* the 

') Jonephua. De bello jud.ico V. 1, 3. 
(462) 
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Feast was due to Mm. Bui, ho could not induce the 
enemies (o conclude a lasting pacification. Ho then 
took the generous resolatdon to place liimiwlf and bis 

Zealots under the command "1 UloGaiUean, in so tar at 
least M waR necessary for the Joint defence of the tem- 
pi.., with the nm'lerstiiiul ing that in ean oE necessity 
thoy should assist. Ben flioniH in maiming the walls of 
tin. 1 'city. More than lliis Kleav/ar rnuld nol lucompush. 
On the eve of the flay ol preparation, the Council ot 
Zealots assembled in the rhanil'cr Gaslth hud nt length 
withdrawn their opposition and consented lo this 
arrangement. Ken CniapnM, Ziilmhm and » tew oUters 
bud reconciled themselves to il by thinking It, might 
afford them aii opportunity Of transferrins I" their own 
pockets a good number ot talents out of I be treasury of 
Iho temple, Others agreed to It with tha proviso that 

tile truce with I ho hated tiulllt'nii, and the BO less detest- 
ed bandit, was only for lb* featlvaJ.and hirase of attack 
oiillm part of tin* Koihiiiih who, tlicy did not believe 
would really vnt mo to bealegfl the saort'd city. The 
meet infatuated el Hie number declared sell theso laeas- 
axes t-o be wholly unnecessary and superfluous. 

'•The city is the city of (led, and the temple is the 
dwelling place of the" Lord of hosts," exclaimed the 
spokesman of this party. Heir Ben Belga, looking- round 
with o sinister expression in his gleaming eye. "He 
Himself will be its defence. Ho will encompass us with 
a wall Of Are, ami blast our faces with hail and light- 
nings. Has Ho not said by the mouth of David His 
servant: Why have the Oeutiles need, and the people 
devised vain thiols t The kings of the earth stood op, 
and the princes met together against the Lord, and 
agafnet His Christ. Lot us break their bonds asunder, 
and let us cast away t heir yoke from ns. lit- that dwel- 
Icthintlie heaven Hindi lan»h tit them, and the Lord 
shall deride them. Then shall lie speak to them in His 
rage, But I am appended king by Him nvor Sinn His 
holy mountain preaching his rnmmundment. The Lord 
hath said to me: Thou art my son, this day have I 
begotten thee. Ask of me, and 1 will pivo thee the 
Gentiles for thine inheritance, and the utmost parts of 



464 LUCJCS FLAVUS. 

the earth for thy possession. Thon si i alt role them with 
a rod of iron, and shall break them in pieces like a 
potter's vessel.'' 

Whilst the fanatic was declaiming these words of 
Scripture in a wholly mistaken serine, a herald arrived, 
announcing the advance of the Romans. Eleazar bad 
him brought in before the Council, and bade him speak 
for himself. The young man crossing his arms upon his 
breast, made a profound obeisance, and then began ; 

"Hear, O Fathers of my people, what your servant 
has to relate, and may the Lord grant that my words 
may be for your welfare and that of all tlic children of 
Abraham! I, your servaut, have by Eleazar's flatten. 
kept watch for many months on the height of Sapha, 
whence one can overlook the roads leading fromCaesarea 
to the mountains. For some weeks past J noticed that 
all was astir in the Homan camp, and that reinforcements 
came in from Egypt. So 1 sent my son with the tidings 
that the Komans were coming. The announcement was 
premature; they did not march out until the day before 
yesterday. This time I remained at my post, in order 
to make sure of their inten Hon and acquaint myself w ith 
their numbers. Then I set off hither, running all night 
and all day. So now hear what I have to Bay: One 
legion went south towards Lyilda, so that it will come 
up through Km mans, while the main body of the army 
marched under my very eyes on the road to Samaria, 
consequently it will come by way of the mountains of 
Samaria through Bethel. 

"The enemy is in great force, may the Lord deliver 
them into your hands! The troops of king Agrippa 
marched first, gallantly arrayed, dressed np like women. 
I did not reckon their numbers, for I consider them to 
be chaff, which the first blast of your fury will scatter. 
These were followed by other auxiliaries, cavalry and 
infantry, some 30,000 men sent by the kiiiKSwhOare 
nllied with Agrippa and the Romans. I saw the Arab 
Sheik too, Ben Gloras' ally, and I cursed hi m heartily." 

The speaker waa interrupted by an out tun at of wrath 
on the part of the Zealots ; then he- continued : 

"Nest came the Romans. First the sappers and 
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miners* and carpenters, then the commander's baggage, 
with au escort of soldiers. Attar tf«eui rode Titus, Hie 
general, with a select body of horsemen and lancers; he 
is still young and of bold aspect. The Lord confound 
him! The army itself followed; I tell yon the earth 
shook under tbe tramp of tbo troops in their heavy ar- 
mor. The horsemen belonging to each D'gidii preceded 

the.ni; after them etme the engines of war, I counted iih 
many as two hundred machines for burling atones and 
other projectiles, rollers, wooden feOwou in separate 
pieces, beams and pla&kfl to construct a she-Hcr for the 
besiegers, gigautic battering- rains and other things ol 
which 1 did not know the use." 

"They will all In* a prey to the devouring names," 
exclaimed Meir th-e son of Itelgu, in a tone of contempt. 

"May your piiMlielinn lie fulfilled beforo those dia- 
bolical engines) buii-h tho wuIIh of ()o«I'h holy city!" the 
messenger nnHwcrcd. Then ho went on: "After tho 
engines of wiir ami those who guarded them rode the 
tribunes a-ud I ■ . i ■ I - i ■ «1 the cohorts; with hoiiio select 
warriors, then followed (lie trumpeters ami (lie ensigns 
surrounding the silver eagle." 

"The syiultol of their chief deity!" cried Dalai. 
"How were it possible for the Lord our God to give 
victory to that abominable idol?" 

"Behind the ensigns the legions marched in their 
ranks, each rank six deep. E can tell yon there is not 
one amongst them but could wield his Bword and lance 
effectively in defiance of a Goliath. Yet we know that 
the giant was slain by the youthful David in tho valley 
of the Erebinthi. May their fate I>e the same as his! 
May all the baggage that followed every legion, all their 
arms and equipments fall into tho hands of the children 
of Israel, and their corpses bo the prey of the birds of 
heaven. As for the meroouarieH who brought up tho 
rear of the army, 1 (lit I not, count them, it was not 
worthwhile. The main body of the army I estimated 
at some 80,000 or 100,000 men. For other legions were 
coiuiutf up from Jericho and from Hebron." 

Eteamc now proposed Unit Bon Gioras should go out 
with his followers to meefc tha troops who were udrano* 
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inp upon them, from Emmans, and detent them in tho 
narrow passes of the mountains, whilst he, together with 
the Galilean, held tho main army in check at ltcthcl. 
The number of men capable of beariujjiirumat that lime 
in the citywas, he said, more than don hie that of the 
enemy, aud auy one who refused to take ap arms agai oat 
tho Romans should be atrnck down on the .spot. Kut 
by no arguments or eutreaties could either of the two 
leaders of factions bo persuaded to leave their posts 
within the city. Nor would they allow him to marshal 
the citizens and conduct them against (he enemy. JN'eil her 
of the leaders trusted the other, and thoy trusted Eleazar 
least of all. Thus there remained no atteruative but. to 
await the coming of the Romans in complete inactivity. 
The assembly broke up, each abasing the other, and 
attributing to one another the ruin of the city. In Tact 
the parties almost came to blows and bloodshed within 
the precincts of the temple itself, whilst from its glitter- 
ing pinnacles tho silver trumpets ^proclaimed the com- 
mencement of the solemn festival. It was the afternoon of 
Good Friday, just about the hour at which, thirty -seven 
years previously, Jesun Christ died upon the crown. 

At the same time that this was passing in tho temple, 
the Christians who had remained in Jerusalem were 
assembled in the house of Mary for prayer, and the 
eommeiiionttion or Christ's deulli. Tho warm spring 
sun shone in through the windows, the fiowors in the 
garden Mow gave out a. delicate fragrance, and the 
white doves stood preening their feathers with their red 
beaks. Only when the trumpets in the temple sounded 
their loudent, the little flock rose up and in the air, then 
after wheeling two or three times round the house, 
settled again tranquilly on the edge of the roof, looking 
down with blinking eyes, to see if Benjamin or Thaniar 
was not going 'o throw them their accustomed food. 

The dov-es had to wait a considerable lime. At the 
conclusion of the service, Eusebius stated the difficulties 
which the unexpected coming of the Romans put in the 
way of tho projected flight to Pella. Addressing Thu- 
mar, he said: "I can scarcely venture to let yon ro, my 
daughter, in the face of the Roman legions. Your own 
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experience lias taught you tho danger of exciting their 
Inst lor gold, or other passions yet worse. I leave the 
decision to yon." 

"It yon will allow me, I Should prefer to remain here 
wiili Paulina. My lather is well taken quo of in Pella, 
and here, 1 do not douhl, IIhtc will be AH opportunity 
of performing many acts of mercy. At all events we 
are in the hands of Oml ; Hi- will dtsjioso of ns, whether 
in life or in death. " 

"You can have till Easter d:iy to tliinlc it over," 
Euflobios replied. "The ftibbulh him ltrgun mid until 
the festival is at an end, there would bo no possibility 
of finding travelling companion! lor y«»u. When yon 
receive the Bread of Life on Eflfltor morning, you can 
ask counsel Of tint divine UDMt Oil your soul, mid then 
malice up your mind. Sara, I inppOfM you am prepared 
either to go with Tlinrnar or May licit- with her." 

"Whichever you and my dear hmler-i-luhl think 
best," the old woman replied. "Vol 1 inmttsny in my 
own heart 1 Kheuhl say htay. For I have f mn id ;i happy 
home here, and hero I would ghully end my days." 

"lint you Paulinos, miistiilUnnpt. lo make your way 
back ti* Pella to hiMhopSiiucon, and hike Veronica's veil 
to liini. I have already spoken about it to your mother. 
And you Benjamin, my little friend, will go with him." 

"And Nathaniel, is he to ro with ns or to stay 
behind I" Benjamin inquired of the Priest. 

Nathaniel answered tor him. ''I should like to 
remain here."" Then he whispered in Eusebins' ear: 
"for Rachel's sake, she hits boon a seeond mother to me. 
NowKuth is dead, {thnhnanooiinleft — Iwsides I hope to 
induce her, if not my fnllir-raiid bi-othcr, to b« baptized." 

"Very well, Nathaniel, you shall stay here and si'rve 
on the altar," Eusebius decided, rejoiced to see what a 
good h«art the boy had. 

"O Father Eusebius, 1 should like to serve your 
mass," Benjamin exclaimed With eager eyes. "Do pray 
let me remain here. I do not want lo go to my father 
without Thamar. Pray, pray do! Paulinas can quite 
well go alone, and father's niLnd will he set :it rest when 
he hears that we arc both safe and well," 
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Eusebios wou!d not however alter his decision, and 
Benjamin submit! v<l, this time with a good grace. Thus 
they awaited the dawn ol Easter. In the tranquil 
Sabbath eve the few Christians who were detained in 
Jerusalem, and who were not confined to the bouse by 
sickness, assembled once more in the Cenacle, and short- 
ly alter midnight, divine worship commenced. After 
the usual psalms the glorious chapter concerning the 
Kesnrrcction, the fifteenth of the first epistle of Paul to 
the Corinthians, was read, also the account the Evange- 
list Matthew Wrote, every word of which Eusebius, as 
an eye-witness of the scene, was able to corroborate. 
To bear witness to the Kesurrection was the first and 
principal object the Apostles proposed to themselves ;:i 
their preaching, for the resurrection of Christ is the 
cornerstone of the Christian faith. 

Then the holy sacrifice was beguu, the neophytes in 
their whito garments being allowed to ho present for 
the first time. When Eusebius had vested, Paulinos 
brought him the chalice Christ had used at the Last 
Supper together with wine and unleavened bread. The 
Priest blessed; the oblation and offered it to God. Then 
followed a sublime prayer of thanksgiving and dedica- 
tion, which corresponded to the preface now forming a 
part of the Mass, and after Mie secret prayers Eusebius 
spoke the mysterious words of consecration, himself 
adored the sacred elements kneeling, and then elevated 
the body and blood of the Lord under the Euoharislic 
veil for the veneration of the people. More prayers 
followed, amongst them the Pater noster, which as the 
summary of all their petitions was recited aloud and 
offered to the heavenly Father in the name of tho Church. 
The Priest then took the Communion, and dispensed to 
FaulinuB, the four neophytes and to the other brethren 
and sisters who were present, the body of their risen Lord. 

Thamar was overwhelmed with a sense of the excess 
of the divine love. Sara said nothing, but tears of de- 
votion, filled her eyes. The two boys also experienced 
the sweetness of divine consolations. 

At the conclusion of the service, Eusebius invited 
all, as the members ot one family, to partake Of a simplo 
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love-feast, the Agapac, which ho had provided oat of 
the common funds. The neophytes, now made fully 
memlM'ra of the Community, wore welcomed and con- 
gratnlntcd. Then they all sat down mid partook of the 
humble viands which charily seasoned., in lliankfalaeafl of 
heart, and gladness of spirit also, although apprehension 
and terror overshadowed (he city, like a thundercloud. 

On parting many said fare-well with a sad conviction 
that they would not meet again in this valley of tears. 

Daylight already flooded the heaven** of that Easter 
morning, when Eusebios, addressing Thnmar, asked 
whether she had sought counsel from her divine Guest, 
and whether she had decided to ro or to remain. 

"To remain, if you ■will allow me," she replied. 
Then with a charming Mush, she added: "Ton will 
soon have sick and wounded to euro for. Do not count 
me presumptuous, if I ask to help you. My good will 
will partly compensate) for my want of skill." 

"An excellent idea, uiy daughter," the Priest an- 
swered. "Works of mercy are tho key that unlocks 
Heaven's portals, when they are tho outcome of super- 
natural compassion, when, that is, wo nerve Christ In 
the person of our raftering brethren. 'As long as yo 
did it to ono of my least brethren, ye did it to me. ' I 
shall certainly avail myself of your assistance. Ton 
and Sara will both Btay here. Tour brother and Panlinua 
must attempt at once to reach Bethania. From thence 
Silas will surely bo able to point out a way through, tho 
desert by which they will be able to journey without 
encountering the troops marching; np from Jericho. 
Take leave of thein now. Faulinus has already aaid 
farewell to his mother. Say goodbye aud bo done." 

Tho leave taking was Boon over and PaulinnR, 
encouraged by the blessing of tho Priest started on hia 
journey with his companion. 

Patilinus had carefully enveloped Veronica's veil, 
which his mother parted with most reluctantly, in oiled 
parchment, and concealed it under Benjamin's tunic. 
He remembered what had taken place at the Fountain 
Gate, and not unreasonably foarefl lest tho same should 
occur again. This time he decided to attempt tho exit 
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by way of Che Gate of the BSMM. Before the two got 

up to it, he said to the boy: "Kow Benjamin, keep a 
sharp look out. You know what a precious treasure 
you have about yon, and what its fata would be if it 
fell into the hands of the Jews. Perhaps they may 
detain me and search my person. In that case, uo you 
give them the slip, and run as fast as ever yon: can to 
Bcthnnia. Yoa will hnre only to keep to the left going 
down the valley towards the viHagoof Kilee, and then go 
i]i>v, ..i i U through the vale of Ilebrou to the place where 
the road to Bet hania turns off, just opposite the temple." 

"I ahull find my way there and to Lazarus' house as 
well, I shall know it by the garden. Let thviu try and 
overtake we, if only I can get a few paces start ot them. 
Bat what will hcconio of yon, if they arrest yout " 

"God will Bee to that," Panlinus answered. "If I 
poflsibly can, I will bo in Bethania- before night, op at any 
rate early tomorrow morning. If God's will be other- 
wise, why then you must see bow you can get to Pella. 
We are just at the gate. Try to get through at once, 
while they are qnostioning me. Behave as if you did 
not belong to tne." 

Benjamin did as ho was bidden. He walked a few 
paces behind Panlinus, and when be was stopped by 
the sentry, the boy slipped out and got into the open 
Country; f«r Ren Gioras' men paid little heed to him, 
while they would not hear of allowing the well-grown 
young man to pass. Benjamin waiting at a short dis- 
tance heard h«w the mau tol«I Lis companion that they 
had the strictest orders not to permit: any pilgrim cap- 
able of bearing arms to leave the city. In vain did 
Panlinus urge the same plea as on a former occasion, 
that he w»s the only pon of a widow and aw such, ex- 
empted from military service. 

"The Daughter of Sion is now a widow,*' cried the 
Captain Of the guard. "If yon refuse to lend your 
strong,, yonng arm to defend her against her enemies. 
yon are a dead man, as surely as ■onr Ciml is the Lord of 
hosts. My orders are not to give an instant's grace." 

"Alas!" thought Benjamin, looUiigconrpassiowite- 
ly at Panlinus, who had uo choice but to resign himself 
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to his fete. Tho boj saw Ui:it he cast a parting glance 
in his direction, before ho was led away ; then lie pur- 
sued his way sorrowfully dOlFIl the Steep declivity which 
brought bim to tbe valley of 3teii Hiuuom. 

Benjamin would not have dared lo pass by night 
through this gloomy valley, at that tinio thickly wooded 
and regarded na iin accursed place, an image of hell. 
The bodies of criminals who bad been esccDtcd, the 
carcases of dead animals, refuse of nil kinds from the 
city was thrown into this Yalley. It was there that Judas 
put an. end to his life, ami Beujaiuiu remembered many 
stories that Rh'>de had told him in which tlitss valley 
figured as the haunt of evil spirits. However, making 
the sign of the cross, ho pressed onward, mid entered 
the wood of wild cypresses. "Have I not received onr 
Lurd this very day, and is not my Guardian Angel at 
my sulci What have I toleaH" he Bald to himself to 
keep up Mm courage, nel venturing, however to cast a 

glance to right or left, but whistling as ho went, until at 
last be reached the village ofSlloe without, minad venture. 

There bv tlie wayside lie met wit h a poor leper, to 
whom he Compassionately gave a pood part of theenko 
of unleavened bread wherewith Sara had provided bim. 
He then asked the way to lielhania. 

The beggar warned hi in not to go thither. "Before 
nightfall," he said, "it will be full of Itomans, a whole 
legion is coming np from Jericho. They can lake noth- 
ing from me but my life, and that is of little value to 
me; but tliey will rob yon of your liberty." 

Benjamin was somewhat BtajiK^red on bearing this, 
and for ft few mi miles he hesitated, alarmed not ho niiieh 
for himself, as on account of the picture confided to his 
safekeeping. Sliould ho po bacli to) the city, ho asked 
himself. Then ho thought ]io should reach Itelhania- 
long before night, beafdes, the recollection that ho had 
go me acquaintances among the Remans emboldened him. 
Mnrtius the decurion and Lin-ius I he tribune will not let 
me be sold as a slave, he said, and proceeded fearlessly 
on his way to Bcthania. 



CHAPTER 41, 
Christian Revenge. 

On the following day messengers arrivcil in Jerusalem 
from all sides, aunouncfngthnttheadvcnbof thcKonmna 
might be expected iu a lew hours. Titus hud pitched 
his camp the night before at Gophoa, and had already 
marched as farasfiabaoth-Satil, a village distant from 
Jerusalem about Unity furlongs. 

The tru mpets sounded the alarm. On all the squares 
and principal streets the fighting-men assembled around 
their leaders; tlie gates were closed, the towers and 
battlements were occupied by aruied men, A picked 
body of troops were scut to defend the wall ot Agiippa, 
the outermost and most northerly, where the assault was 
threatened. Thousands of men took up their station in 
the open spaces of Bezetba, the new city, to render 
assistance, or to replace tlie warriors who lay in wait 
behind the breastworks. Although a considerable num- 
ber of the citizens desired, as Josephus asserta 1 ) to sur- 
render the city to the Romans for the sake of getting free 
from the oppi-cssion and terrorism exercised by the 
leaders of frictions, yet now, in face of the enemy, no ono 
ventured to express (lie wish, and by far the greater 
part were eager to fight in defence of their city and tho 
temple. The principal men vehemently denounced the 
Jtonians in the menacing words of the prophets, and 
thousands of the populace, standing by, cried : "Amen, 
Amen! May the Ixird destroy thenTns JIo destroyed 
Anialek!" 

Outside the gate of Judgment, over against tlie hill 
of Golgatha, which since the erection of Agrippa's wall 
formed part of the new city, Bezetha, s^nie hundred nivn 
were drawn up in rank and file giving vent to their 
hatred of the Romans in somewhat similar languiigp. 
Fan linns was amongst the number, but instead of uMer- 

') Ware of the Jew., V. 2,1. 
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iug curses, he was praying for friend ami foe: "Enlight- 
en Itieiu that, sit in darkne-sa and In the shadow of death; 
direct our feet into Hie way of peace." 

"What are you mut taring to youm-lf. Instead ol join- 
ing- heartily in our eonnmimli'i's \>r. Iyer f ' ' ;■ taiiul ieul Jew 
enquired oltbe young man, wh->, pHloaJiduhiriiu'd, much 
against his will stood there in military ueeoutreiiieiits. 

"Is it not better, my pool brothers," ho quietly 
rejoined, "to pray the Lor*I to enlighten ttiem BOO admit 
them into His kiugdorat" 

"What is it f What ia this about!" asked tho com- 
manding officer, hastening up to tho speakers. 

"A wretched traitor lu our nmks," exclaimed the 
Jew, who had begun to belabor the unhappy Paullnua, 
"a child of Belial, who ndiiw's to viitm the Unmans!" 

"Who actually prays for them!*' 

"Ho would give the aceurHod tlcnliles Q portion in 
the kingdom o* onr God!" 

"The miserable fellow is a disi'iph* of Die N':i/.an-ne, 

whom ■our fathers cruciliedl im tho place ol Calvary", 1 bw 

you!" 

"No doubt of it! Tho Rnznritn used to say one 
ought to love one's enemies, though it is written : 'llato 
your enemies'." 

"A-waywiUiuhn!" "Slonohirn!" "We wantnotrai- 
tors in our ranks ! M "To death with the friend of the lCo- 
mans!" Such were, the confused cries heard on all sides. 

With some difficulty the commander obtained ft 
momentary lull, then he called upou Paulinus to curse 
the Komans. 

Pale, but without trembling, PwfllMMStoM forth, and 
repeated his words, that it was better to pray for them. 

"Then you are really ono of tho Nanirllca!" the 
Captain roared at him. 

"Yes, I am a disdpln of Ilim who prayed for Ins 
onemiea whilst hanging on His cross yonder," tho young 
man answered unflinchingly. He woo Id have sai<l more, 
but his voice was drownea in words of fury. The men 
snatched bis arms from him, they torn his clothes off 
hi in. In lull TteW of Mount Calvary, rent by tho earth- 
quake. Paulinus fell on his knees; ho seemed to nee 
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Christ upon tlie cross, and with extended arms, like 
Stephen praying for his murderers, ho calmly awaited 
death. And soon stones came flying through the air 
from all sides, the blood began to trickle down from 
his Bhoulders, every limb quivered in agony till at last 
0110 missile Btrnck his head, aud ho fell senseless to the 
ground upon his face. 

"Xow like Plriuces, we have been zealous for the 
Lord,'' exclaimed the Captain. "Forward to the Wo- 
men's towers!" 

The two Women's towers stood on either side of (he 
gate in the northern wall, through which tEie road, led 
to the sepnlrliro of the kiugs and over the hill Scopus to 
Samaria. By this road Titus' anuy was advancing. 
To the west of tin's gate, in the north-west angle of 
A»nppa' 8 wall , rose a massive tower, called I'sephiuns, 
the remains of which are yet standing, aud are known as 
the tower ol Goliath. To this watchloner Elenzar with 
a chosen band of Zealots, had betaken himself on the 
first announcement of Titus' approach, for he wag eager 
to be the first to exchange blows with the enemy. 

"Let him go!" Ben Gioras Baid to his followers: 
"He is pretty certain to get his head broken. And wo 
.shall not have lost mneh, if in this mad sally, the liot- 
tempi'R'd fellow is Ii-ft on the Held." 

The sum hn«l well-nigh sunk in the west, but there 
was aayet no *}£\\ of the eiieiuv'a approach. Then all 
of a sadden as ils last rays lit up the wide hillside, 
something was seen to gleam nnd glitter, and forthwith 
a dozen watchmen, whose eyes wore steadily fixed on 
the ridge of the mountain, exclaimed in oue breath: 
"There they are! Here they come!" 

"By the sword ol Gideon!" Eleazar cried, "that is 
their vanguard. A troop of horsemen; then some loot 
soldiers, but not carrying lances. They seem to be the 
sappers and minors. These irjBoleut linmans would 
hardly Tenture to pilch their camp under our very walls 
and almost within reach of our catapults. There is. an 
officer riding to and fro, and pointing out with his sword, 
it appears to me, the direction tho entrenchments are 
to take." 
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"If my eyes do not deceive me," said the messenger 
who had announced the removal of Titus,* camp and 
described the order of march in Hie romiril-ehaniber, "I 
eonld swear it istheGouernl himself! I know him by the 
manner in which he sits his hurst'." 

"And, by the soul of our father Abraham! He is 
riding with a troop of hocscmen dowu (ho hillside 
Straight to the city walls, ha if he Mold fciko it with 
that handful of num. Now you can see- him better; ia 
that really Titus!" 

"It is Indeed, as surely an I hope for llio salvation 
of Israel," the messenger replied. 

"In that case I believe the Lord baa given this son 
of Belial into our hands. Follow me, <> my friends! 
Meanwhile do you remain how and* give ns a signal an 

soon as the hand of lioi >«>m<- n reach llio monument of 
Queen Helena- There we run all sick them in think, and 

if loan take htm priaonor, Mm Emperor BhaH give ua 

onr freedom ns his son's ransom. Ten talents of gold 
to whoever ahull bake Tit im alive!*' 

The Jews were not mistaken, it was Titus hira-self. 
Heedless of danger, he had ridden forward, with a few 
others, a good way in advance of the legions, who en- 
cumbered by their baggage and the heavy instruments 
of war, advanced bnt slowly along the rough, road. Only 
the sappers and miners, preceded by the company of 
convicts, the Gh rial iana, who were driven on mercilessly 
by the crael centurion ia charge of them, kept close 
behind their General. 

When Titus reached the summit of the hill, he paused 
in astonishment, and let his keen glance wander -Over 
the Boene that lay lieforoliim. The massive walls, which 
on this side formed a three- fold girdle round the city 
and the temple, llm mighty towers by which it wm 
defended, the royal city lying in shadow in llio west, 
and in the east "the temple, its while* mnrhlo walls and 
gold-plated roofs glittering in the last gleams of the 
Setting ami, extorted from the lips of 1 he cold-blooded 
Boman, who had seen the Acropolis of Athens mid the 
splendid buildings on the- banks of the Tiber an invol- 
untary cry of admiration. 
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"By Jnpiter!" ho said to Flavins Josephns, who 
was rilling; beside hi m, "yonr native city is larger and 
better fortified thai) I imagined. ¥011 need not tell me 
where the temple Is, though I confess it looks more like 
a '■ ■ -t ]' - thnn n house of worship. The fortress In the 
angle over against ns with, the four solid turrets, mustlte 
the tower of A utonia, of which I have heard bo often 1" 

"Yon are right, most noh-le Caesar," Josejrtius an- 
swered with an accent of servility. "It is an almost 
impregnable fortress. Those who hold ii command the 
hill whereon the temple stands., and those who are 
masters of the temple have the town in their power." 

"Very good. I shall take the A n tenia tower," Titos 
answered in a tone of decision. "But first of all we must 
make a breaeh in the nearest wall. What is its strength! " 

■"It la ten cubits wide and twenty-five high; 1 ) the 
battlements and turrets alone are five cnbits. It was 
constructed by Agrippn, the father of the present king, 
with stones twenty cubits long* and ten wide, that 
could not bo displaced by any iron internments, or shat- 
tered by any machine. At intervals of two hundred 
cubits he erected towers, each twenty cubit a square, of 
solid masonry tip to the height of the wall over which 
they rise to an altitude of twenty cnbits. The tower 
that you see therein th(MU>rth-waHteoriu.TisPsephhins, 
it is much higher than the others, ns also are the three 
colossal towers of the royal city, Hippicus, Phnsaelus 
and MariaimiCp which rise up yonder. There are ninety 
towers in the outer wall, forty in the middle wall, and 
sixty in too old wall of the city, which on three BideB is 
simply unassailable. It stands on an eminence, sur- 
mounting a steep declivity so that it is impossible to 
bring engines up to the foot of the walls. The whole 
compass of the city is thirty-three fariongs," 9 ) 

"It is of no couseqneuee that the city is impregnable 
on three sides, so long as it is not on the fourth," Titus 
calmly replied, "And you tell me, this outer wall, 

■) The Jewish cubit is 1 It. 9 In. The wall w;m therefore about 
18 ft. wide .nul 43',. high. 

»| Wnt-a fif the Jew*. V. 4. The furlonj; is TOO ft., thus the cir- 
cumference «u about 4 miles. ftiO yards. 
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which Claadias ought never to have allowed Agrlppa to 
build, la constructed all the way of these enormous 
blocks of atone T" 

"Not entirely, happily lor us," Joscphua answered. 
» Agrippa left off buii< ling that wall lor four of Claud ins; 
and the last part, between the Women's towers, which 
protect the nearest gate, as Well nti the tower I'sephiDHS, 
were erected more slightly and hastily. Otherwise the 
wall would have stood the shook of all the engines of 
war. The Jews have, however, subsequently added to 
the fortifications at this part of the wall." 

"Very well. Tlieuourpointolaltack will iH-hciwoen 
the gateaud Pscpbinus tower, if your fellow-countrymen 
do not open their gab* to us of their own aOGOld. You 
have always asserted that they wens weary Of (he tyranny 
of their leaders and looked upon DA AS their .hlivrins. 
But here comes our energetic centurion Itllosua Vafer 
with his gang of workiiiui. Well done, you havuceiuo 
on famously! flow fur behind are the legion* T" 

"The foremost cohort of the twelfth legion is alio lit 

two miles uway, most noble Caesar," the Centurion 
replied. 

"As far oO as thatt Well, I mnst not find fault; 
they have «ot all the besieging apparatus to drag after 
them, and I gave express orders that they should march 
In berried ranks. — Draw op your men in rank and file — 
So! How out of breath they are, and covered with dust 
ami Sweat! Give them a lew moments tod raw breath, 
before you set them to work. Then let the camp for the 
three legions lw pitched at once uikhi the height, tlio 
trench dug and the embankment thrown up. The Porta 
Praetoria shall bo here." 

"Your orders shall l>o executed, Caesar. But what 
do these fools of Christians want with rest I Up with 
you, cowards, and take your spades. You look like 
that again, Lucius Fluvus, and the lictor shall give you 

liflv stripes. To work, I say I" 

For himself Lucius could bat* a great deal, but when 
he saw how his companiona were tormiMitiMl and mal- 
treated by this crncl officer out of pu re malice, his blood 
boiled, and his countenance betrayed Uio indignation he 
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felt. As IF to appeal for assistance, he looked up at 
Titos, bis quondam school-fellow, as ho walked his 
horse in front of the convicts. Hut the proud Jtoman 
considered it beneath bim even to exchange u. word with 
a man who had chosen a life of ignominy rather than 
death. The word "coward" fell from his lips, as he 
passed him by. 

While Die convicts, exhausted a* they were with 
fatigue, set to work on the entrenchments, tlie General 
turned his horse's head in the direction of the city, and 
declared hi-s intention of roeonnoitering a little, in order 
to i nspect the portion of the wall whore (be assault was 
to be made, lie inviled Flavius Josephns toaccouipiiny 
him. 

"By the God of my fathers, I nmnn l>y Jupiter! I 
entreat you. not to expose your valuable life in so fool- 
hardy a manner," exclaimed tho apostate ia terror. 
*'lf they perceive you, they will send a shower of arrows 
on you. from the bulwarks, and perhaps bring their 
slings into play, for they arc adepts at that work. A nd 
my presence would bo no protection to yon; on the 
contrary, they might recognise nie, and be all the more 
enraged— uot that I am afraid for myself, I fear the risk 
for your sacred person—" 

"Very well, valiant champion of Jotapata, " rejoined 
Titus" scornfully. "Stay here, and spare your tired 
horse. But your wise advice shall not be unheeded, I 
will leave in your keeping my general's cloak, and my 
shining helmet, whereby 1 might unnecessarily become 
a mark for the archers. 1 ' 

Titua would not be persuaded to don an ordinary 
helmet and take a shield; he said he should enjoy tho 
cool evening breeze after his long, hot rido, and away ho 
galloped, armed only with his sword, at the head of his 
little baud of horsemen.. 

As they drew near, the gleam of arms mi" lit be per- 
ceived on the walls ol tho battlements of the towers. 
The gate itself was hidden from siyht by one of t-lm 
Women's towers, so that it did not conn; into view unlil 
the General anil his followers were within Imwshot. As 
long as they advanced straight along the road, shut in 
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on. one side by the wall of rock in which were the tombs 
of Uie kings, on the other by garden walla and hedges, 
ulL v, .is quiet. But no sooner did '! r us, who was riding 
on ahead, reach the* monument u( Queen Helena, of 
Adishene, anil proceed iu on ohlicpm direction towards 
the Pseplnima tower, Urns turning hi.s flank io the city, 
(him a furious shout was heard, and a sliowrr of darts 
and stones poured down from the battlements. Titus, 
who with a few men hud been over- bold in venturing 
noon the oiien ground, intersected with luw gurden- 
wutls, fences and trendies, saw his mistake, and ordered 
a retreat. Before however, it was p< . '.:■■ for him lo 
regain the road, tileantr, at the head of a Itold ami ever 
increasing multitude, rushed out of the pile ami inl.-i- 
eeptedthehnrseaneii. 1 ) The principal purl d I In- escort, 
that had not yet turneii off mi to the broken ground, 
unaware of the danger in which their leader was, turned 
round, ami galloped awny toward* Bcopna, 

'■Victory is ours!'* exclaimed Kk-a/ur, endeavoring 
to surround the litllo band and foros Ihcm onwan| in 

the direction of the city. "Ten gold talent* from the 
temple treasury to any one who takes that, fair-haired 

horseman prisoner. Jin is the Emperor's son!" 

"Take him, seize him! The Lord of Hosts is with 
ns!" cried the multitude, and hundreds Hung themselves 
between tbe few men who were with Titus and the fast- 
flying escort, this effectually -cutting off his retreat. 

"He cannot escape US] The Lord has delivered hira 
Into my hand, treason him more closely; do not let 
him inako his way out on the west. Drive them up to 
the walls. But spare his life, it is the price Of our 
freedom." Thus Eleazar urged on the crowd of Jews 
who were pressing upon the Ueuoral in tin ever -narrow- 
ing circle. 

"bay down your arma, O Caesar!" he exclaimed in 

exultation. But Titus knitted his brows ami murmured 

under his breath: "Death before dishonor." Then 
turning calmly to his followers, who had come up close 
to him, he said: "We must cmt our way through them, 
whatever it may cost. Follow me!" 



') JoMplms, loc. cit. v. a, a. 
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So saying he thrust hi* spurs I nto his charger' s sides, 
so that* it reared and at oae leap cleared tlie garden wall, 
and alighted in the midst Of the Jews, Several were 
knocked down and trampled to death by the horse's 
hoofs, more still were cut down by Titus' sword). The 
oilier horsemen bravely followed their leader's example, 
but their horses were tired, and not alt could clear the 
wall. Meanwhile arrows anil Javelins and Btones came 
flying through the air; mauy a man's horse was wound- 
ed, and (ell under him, or stnmbled in the trenches cut 
in the ground, and his rider was slain by tho Jews. 
Tims the little band around (Jio General grew gradually 
weaker, and no feats of daring on Titus' part enabled 
him to force his way out, for the enemy kept coming- up 
in great numbers to help. 

The case seemed hopeless, bat Titus, with the cool 
courage of a Soman, who believed in an unalterable 
destiny, would not give in. Then suddenly some of the 
escort, who had at length perceived that their commander 
was left behind, appeared on the Scene, bnt owing to the 
broken nature of the ground, they could not effect mneh. 
A few Jewish soldiers kept them off with their lances, 
while a storm of missiles fell around them. Titus saw 
this, and gave himself up for lost, "Cavalry can do 
nothing in this aerursi-d country," he said to himself, 
"Would that hut one of my cohorts were hereE But I 
fear they will come too late." 

As bespoke ho heard a shout on the left, a quick 
word of eommum) in Latin, and tho noise of fighting. 
His first thought was that it might be the vanguard of 
the legion coming up through Kmmaus, on (ho west; 
but the next moment he saw that it was the hand of 
convicts, who without sword or shield, armed only with 
their mattocks, had flung themselves on tho Jews, 
attacking them in if: ink. at their weakest point, the 
greater number having gone to the right to encounter 
the horsemen coming upon that side. Titus breathed 
more freely; he made a sign to his followers, whose num- 
bers were by this time sadly diminished, to force a way 
Out to the left. But Eleaaar had already perceived that 
he was in danger of losing the prize of which he fancied 
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Mini -if MOQre; ho called loudly on his followers, for 
MfliBtAflAe. The conflict became furious. iVarta hustled 
through Iho air, killing and wounding dozens of the 
Cnliatianfl at their firRt onslaught, as they were wholly 
□nprotoetad against them. Heedless of this, leil by 
Lin-ins, I hey valiantly mingled with the crowd, and a 
Imud to-hand combat ensued. The iron Implements, 
Wielded by vigorous arms, cleft a path through the 
enemy, and the little band of pioneers had almost 
reached their General. Blows resounded on all sides, 
mingled with the shouts of the combatants and the 
groans of the dying. 

Meanwhile Kleazjir had forced his way np to Titus 
on the other side. In a voice quivering with rage, he 
dried: "Kill him, if we cannot take him alive!" But 
many as were tin* thirts aimed at the General, noun of 
them touched him, as bare-headed, pale and undaunted, 
he defe&ded himself willi his. sword. At lciifjlh Kleazar, 
who was close lo him, hurled a javelin at him; at the 
same moment his charger gave a hound, Hie weapon 
siniek t lie horse instead of his rider, and l»Oth fell to 
the ground. Before Titus could regain his feet, Eleazar 
seized him by the arm, shrieking; "Death or Surren- 
der!" The nest instant the Jew sank helpless upon his 
prostrate foe, his shoulder cleft by a well-timed blow 
dealt by Lucius. 

This blow saved Titos' life, and the tide of battle 
turned. The blast of war-trumpets was heard from tho 
heights of Scopus, and tho first cohorts of the twelfth 
legion were seen rapidly descending the filope in serried 
ranks. The Jews hastily retreated to the city gate. 

Lucius helped blfl General to rise. Titus stared in 
astonishment at hm former companion, whom but a 
short, time ago he had treated no contemptuously. 

"Lucius FIaviis," lie said, "I owe my life to you 
and your comrades. Tlii* is not a Roman's vengeance." 

Lucius eyes sparkled. "No, it is a Christian's re- 
venge," he rejoined. 



CHAPTER 42. 

In the General's Tent. 

Titas with the remainder of his followers now rode 
on to meet tlui cohorts wlio bad come up; tin; men gath- 
ered round their leader rejoicing in liis rescue. "Voa 
would have bad to aing a dirge iiUKtrutl of a paean," re- 
marked Til us gravely, "had it not) been fortlir.se brave 

trench diggers. Now collect the wounded, and convey 
them earef ally to the camp. And let •vary eonsiderution 
he ediown to the enemy, they fought bravely. Tney 

must not bo molested when they are currying their dead 
and wounded to the city." 

The three lagious hud by this time also come up, and 
"were making their camp on the summit and Hides of the 
hill Scopus, the Koniiin custom being to make a. wall 
round their encampment before nightfall, all the soldiers 
joining iu the work. Titus, after the tribunes lmd 
in turn saluted liiin and congratulated him on his 
escape, witBidicw lo his own tent. Scarcely touching 
the meal prepared for him, for a louts time he paced up 
and down, deep in thought. At length he threw the 
|04Uia< a common soldier's mantle of common, cloth) 
round his shoulders, culled to (lie olliecr who did duty us 
iitrt adjutant, and walked slowly down tlic long streetH, 
into which the camp was divided, There the soldiers, 
Bepar&tod Lllto companies, were resting in their tents. 
He inspected the sentries at tfieir different posts, in 
order to convince himself that all was in good ortler. 
Elesizar's during sally had led him to snspe.-l, that Uio 
Jews might attack their provisiouary cm nip during the 

night. All however, appeared in security. Tin: Eaeter 

moon, now almost full, stood high in the heavens, ami 
in the great city outspread before his exes pro found 
silence reigned, as in a city of the dead. 

"Am 1 really chosen by destiny to destroy this city 
and this nation, as Seipio destroyed Cartnagef " he 
asked himself. *'It almost seems so, otherwise the 

(483) 
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Fat«s would have otit my thread today. Better for me 
perhaps il they had, than dial. I should 1»> cursed by the 
lips of millious, for thai i.-> invariably th<- lot of one who 
o\i -M brows a nation. I'.nl u hat docs that matter f If 
only Koine's sovereignty is thereby increased and ex- 
tended, aud my name is banded down in posterity 
among the famous generals of the world's history! May 
it be so written in the heavens!" 

Whilst thus reflecting, Titus had reached (he />(-»• 
mawnffaio where the Captain ©1 the guard loforraed blm 
that the legion which took the road through Km ma us 
was approaching. In the stillness ot I ho night the tramp 
ol the advancing soldiery was distinctly audible. "Let 
them pilch their camp throe ■todll (furlongs) from 
here," was Tims' command. aud while lie stood 
gazing jnto the dnrknoHa and listening for every sound, 
a horseman rode np, soinounrlng that the legion under 
Phiiadti8 had reached the Bioutitiin in the eust Of Jeru- 
salem. Til us gave orders that tlu-y should encamp 
then>, and unit] thai Hie lieutenants and tribunes of (ho 
legions that had recently oouie up were t<» present thom- 
selves on the morrow in bis tent He then enquired 
where the company under the command ol BiloSns Voter 
was encamped, and on the spot bring pointed out to 

him, tamed his rtti-pn in that direction* 

ISilosus Valer had tossed uneasily on his conch that 
night; for the consciousness that he had not himself led 
tho company of convicts under his charge to the rescue 
of Che Genera], drove him. almost to despair. Like most 
men who are bullies, ho was somewhat of a coward. 
Tims it came to pass that when from the height of Sco- 
pus the sortie made by the Jews was obf-rvrd, I lie idea 
of hastening to tho aid of the horsemen did uol oocnr to 
him, and not until Hie nous same lh:il TllOfl Mas himself 
In danger, did he bestir himself stall. Then lie only 
ran to and fro irresolutely, declaring he could nofa engage 
in battle with bis unarmed and cowardly gang of Chris- 
tians. Lucius did not long hesitate as t«» bis course of 

action. Crying aloud : " Follow mo, a spade is sis good 
as a sword," be rushed down the bill at, the bead of his 

comrades, leaving the Centurion to curse and s wear as 
he list. 
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It may bo imagined that the said Centurion did not 
feel his conscience quite at ease when lie entered the 
presence ol the General. 

"ITow was it tliat I looked in vain for you at the 
head of yonr brave bandt" Titus asked coldly. 

"I thought the first cohort was coming up, and I 
meant to join that and go to your succor, because the 
sappers and miners were unarmed," the Centurion stam- 
mered ont. 

"Yet yon sent them to my assistance! " 

"No, that is not exactly, that man Lucius, who is 
always putting himself forward — - he cannot forget that 
ho held rank as a tribune — actually took upon himself 
to give the order. It was a grave misdemeanor, a 
breach of military discipline, and we most make a signal 
exampluof him." 

"It was as I thought," Titus answered, with a scorn- 
ful glance at the Centnrion. Then he went on : "It cer- 
tainly requires as much valor to torment a lot of willing 
men almost to death, as without sword or shield to risk 
one's life for one's leader in the trenches. Which is the 
tent where T.ucius Flavua is1 That one? Very 1 Well. 
Yon can go now* Iiilosus "Vafer. We will consider who 
deserves to have a signal example made of him." 

80 saying Tit us turned away ami went into the tent 
indicated. It WM full of wounded men. He saw 
Liu inn., a lamp in his hand, going from one to another, 
laying cool bandages on tholr wounds, and administer- 
ing to them what consolation ho conld. Ho was bonding 
over two who appeared to be dying, when Titus entered 
the tent. Lucius' back was towards hlin, and tho 
General heard him say to the men: "Courage, brothers! 
The crown of eternal glory will soon Imi yours. Tou 
haTB kept the faith and lost your life in fulfilling your 
duty. Make an act of love to Him who so loved us that 
He gave His only-begotten 8on to suffer tho death of 
the Cross for ns, and then depart in peaoe.' 1 

Titus did not understand thow words, though they 
were said in the most correct I-ntin, bat he suspected 
Unit they contained some teaching peculiar to Christi- 
anity, and comprehended the allusiou to eteruul felicity 
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aB the reward of death in the discharge of duly. He 
wan rather pleased with w hut he heard. He was pleased 
still more by the charily Lucius showed U> his comrades, 
fatigued as ho most necessarily ho with the long march 
anil subsequent skinnmh. 11" Waited a in mute, thru 
left the teut without a word, for he perceived that he 
hud not been rcconnizod. 

When the bugle Bounded the next morning, the sol- 
diers assembled rouud their several centurions as was 
customary in the Soman camp. As many «if the con- 
victs as were not too severely wounded to leave their 
tents, did the huuic, and ranged themselves before ttilo- 
sua Valor's tent. Tlie Centurion was by no moans 
amiably disposed that day, yethu hardly (lured to vent 
his ill-hnmor on tho men under his. command. After 
finding fault wherever he could with their habiliments 
and their implements, li« eallud Lueiim Klavua BO the 
front, and ;i !■: ■■ > ■: him limit: 

"Having lieen an ollicer, though TOU were degraded 
on account of your low opinions and other delinquencies, 

you ought to know what a gravo fault you were guilty 
of yesterday l>y your grievous breach of military disci- 
pline. You are Dona tho tees to blamo because your 
mad freak turned out sucessfully. Besides, (lie General 
would have been rescued directly by me and the cohort 
that was coming up, without all the casualties which are 
now to be laid at your door. Hero on my list I have 
twenty-ono killed aud thirty-five wounded out ol my 
cent aria, and all these would be active and sound of 
limb, had you not without myordern, contrary to my 
orders, presumed to lead them into the fray, for which 
may the furies torment yonl They were, it is true, 
nothing more than wretched Christians, that will per- 
haps make you appear less culpable in Til.un' eyes. 
Perchance in Ida inborn kind newt ol heart, he may let 
you off this time. ISut bo sure I shall not forget Una 
little episode, and I shall inako you repeat of it, as is 
my bounden duty. Pccnrion, for a whole mouth Lucius 
I 'l.Lvus is to be put on half rations on account of inmib- 
ordinatiou. And woo betide you if you set yourself 
agaiust me another time! Et cueterrra." 



486 LUCIUS FLAVL'S. 

The rolling r of the last word, which the Centurion 
was wont to accentuate in a special manner when he wan 
in a particularly bad temper, had hardly died away, 
when an officer came up to conduct Bilosus Valer and 
thu convict Lucius Klavua to the Praotori um. 

This summons sounded rather suspicious to the Cen- 
turion. He changed color, hut instantly went with the 
officer, bidding the decurion follow with tlie convict who 
was also summoned to appear before the General. 

Titos' tent was in the centre of the camp, opposite to 
tho principal entrance in the ramparls enclosing it. 
Between the irateway and the tent was a latere open 
splice, throe, sides of -widen" were occupied each by oue 
cohort of the twelfth legion. The fourth side in front of 
the tent -was appropriated to the- Lifeguards, and 
mniied iately before the teut stood a considerable namher 
of Jictors with their fazece, the bundle of rods and the 
asc-, to indicate that the General was tho highest arbi- 
trator of l . fe and death in the camp. Besides thi.s, since 
the calends of January, Titus had l>een nominated Consul 
by tho Roman Senate In conjunction with his father. 
Opposite the entrance to the tent the standards of the 
several legions and the silver eagle were planted. 

When IlilOKtinniHl Lucius reached the tieneral's tent, 
fiber* was a great deal going on them. It was Just the 
time at which tho tribunes brought the reports of their 
ceuturions to (.he Commander- in-ehief, and besides this, 
the lieiiteuantaCerealis, Phicidus and Alexander Tiberias 
had come in to offer their feljcitalions to the new Con- 
sul. With these and tho most distinguished of the 
tribunes Titus was now holding a council of war. 

A considerable time elapsed before the tent door 
opened, aud the General Willi the ©Ulcere of his stall 
came out, and took his place npon a platform raised a 
few feet from the ground, and sheltered by a canopy of 
purple cloth. The lieutenants stationed themselves to 
the right aud left of h is chair, the tribunes stood on the 
steps on either side, the lictora formed the background 
and tho ranks of the cohorts were the spectators. 

Titus looked round him, and inniiin-d: "Where is 
the ceuturia of convicts* X only see their Centurion 
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here and one of their number. Let ibem all be brought 
here, every man o! them, even the wounded, provided 
that it wilt do them no harm. It is n.y will that they 
hIm.hM «11 stand before my tribunal." t 

A few minutes later flw whole band of Christian con- 
ffctB wore marshalled in rank sun! (ilo lwfore Titns. In 
u lew, forcible sentences be related their berate conduct 
to tlie soldiers- "Your General owes his life to them 
ami to the protection of the gods. \V itliout breastplate, 
■without shield, without helmet, without wo much aa a 
sword in their bauds, they dashed into tho ranks or the 
enemy at a juncture when I already had given my sell up 
Jorlost, and at tho cost of their own lives they rewind 
me by their valor. Bomo never allows siu-li virtue te 
KO unrewarded. Officers and Privates! You know that 
these bravo men who dOhad their Uvea for me in the 
trenches, were punished on nccoimt or their religious 
tenets. I now cancel I heir seiileiirc; 1 ht-rewith restore 
them to the privileges and right* of Bomun Holdiers, of 
which they are U <t< -wrviiij; ns thu beat and most valiant 
amongst yon. No one is ever to taunt them with the 
chastisement inflicted on them, or the reason of that 
Chastlsomeut. Over and above this, my pay master will 
hand over to every one of them a thousand tatertii (a 
snm equivalent to almut eight guineas) as an acknowl- 
edgment of their noble act. That is my decision." 

A burst of applause from the soldiery followed this 
speech of their beloved chief. When quiet was restored, 
Titus called Lucius Flavua to him and told him to stand 
beside him. Then once more addressing his audience, 
he said: "Tho tribute of praise which I gave to all of 
UlOSe valiant men, is due toil still greater extent to the 
courage of their leader. And in addition to hia valor, 
ho displayed rare magnanimity in saving my hie, 
oblivions of an insult he hud received. Lucius Flavua, 
I restore you to your former rank as tribune, and it is 
my wish that you should nceupy tho same tent as 

myself." „ 

Again the shouts of the delighted soldiers rent, the 
air, Wbfle the -officers who stood by congratulated their 

new comrade. Lucius returned thanks to each and til, 
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to- the General of course in the first place. Titus, 
lowering Lis "voice, said to him: "I will promise you 
one thing more, Lucius ; it ever I fill lh« imperial 
throne, £ will not persecute a single Christian on 
account (if his religion, after what I saw of yon and your 
fellow -religionists, both lust evening and in the night." 

Lucius' eyes brightened ; in his heart he* said : 
"Thanks be to God. For such a reward as this I couut 
as nothing all that I have had to suffer." 

Tii us spoke again, and iu a loud voice: "There is 
yet another case to be judged. Step forward, Centurion 
Bilosus Yaferl" 

With an unpleasant foreboding of what was to 
follow, the Centurion stepped ou to the platform where 
he could he seen by all, with a very crestfallen counte- 
nance. 

With scathing sarcasm "Titus depicted the Cen- 
turion's conduct. "He had a stout cout of mail, a 
splendid helmet and a trusty Roman sword, but instead 
Of putting himself at the head Of his weaponless and 
defenceless company, who saved my life, he preferred to 
look on at the fray from a safe distance. Nay more, be 
endeavored by the orders lie issued to restrain the brave 
fellows from attempting the exploit, and afterwards 
branded their heroic achievement as a eriminal act. 
What think you, does such a craven coward deserve any 
longer to he a centurion in the Ueuiau army? He 
merits a sound castration. Unloose your rods, lictor, 
and chastise him thoroughly. Go, I will tolerate you in 
the camp uo longer, you cau join the commissariat, who 
are bringing ap corn from Caeaarea. You will perhaps 
do for a made- driver.** 

This speech evoked cheers and peals of laughter from 
the soldiery, by whom the Centurion was cordially 
hated. Lucius interceded for him, but in vain; the 
Commander abode by his decision. 

The Christians wore now armed and placed again 
under their former officers, some being made deenrions. 
Lucius accompanied the General Into the interior of the 
tent, which was divided into several compartments, one 
of which was allotted to him. Titus gave him some of 
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his own apparel and a magnificent suit of armor and 
aceoutreuienls, 80 thab ho could tek* his place as au 
equal among the oilier ©flieers. 

"I never thought these liiiiiont would fall to my lot 
again," Lucius said to himself, M lie put on the armor 
and strapped the BwonI to his niilo. "Sim* God has bo 
ordained, may He grant that il. In- not to aiy injury, but 
to His glory." And forthwith he determined to make 
use of his- position near the peiwm of the future 
Emperor, and to a. certain extent *is his friend, to pro- 
mote the triumph of the Christ inn religion. 

■"The promise lie nude me in in ilm-lf a grent boon; 
bnt what wenUl it he ir the Cai-snr hlnuell OWld '•« won 
for Christ! If I could purchase that by my death, I 
Should consider it ehoiiply bought." 

The first tiling Lucius did, aft it returning thanks to 
the General, was U» visit the wounded, who having 
heard of Titus* judgment, WMfl ovi-rjoyed "t the tidings. 
"Tims earthly tumbles immk," the Trlbone said to 
theni, "ami their bitter Med produces the sweet fruit of 
salvation. The period during which our Ktiith has been 
Oppressed mid peneeoted will DOOM <•> an end, sooner 
perhaps than we think for. And then how rich the 
blnuiugs which the fruit of Buffering will bring to the 
whole world!" 

This happy result was not so near as Lucius in his 
joy ainl elation imagined. 

As he qnitted the tent where the wounded lay, the 
deenrion Martins met him, and beaming with delight, 
congratulated Mm heartily. "Kow you Bee," he Raid, 
"Quartos Queruhis is not as impotent as you think 
him, his charm has worked at; last! Who would have 
thought you would again stand high in the Consul's 
favor, and enjoy such lienors." 

Lucius replied: "illy good Marlins, Hit* spell of your 
haruapex would have profited little, if my Christian 
brethren had not rescued Titus by their loyalty and 
courage. Yet I rejoice in the happy turn affairs have 
taken, the more so because I may now have an oppor- 
tunity of requiring your faithful affection. " 

Another pleasant surprise awarded Lucius that day. 
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Towards evening, he was returning to the teat with 
Tilus, who had marked the place where the assault on 
the walls was to b>e made, and Riven orders concerning 
the fortification of the camp and the erection of the 
earthworke, when one of Flaeidus' troopers came riding 
OTM from the camp of the tenth legion on Mount 
01 ivot, with a hoy on his torse before him. 

"Plaeidustho leg-ate salutes yon, nohle Caesar, and 
sends yon this boy, whom our soldiers found iu a village 
hard by. Placidns thinks he is a runaway slave, 
belonging to your royal friend, Queen Berenice. You 
will please be careful what yon do with liim. He is a 
shsirp youngster, who might perhaps he made use of as 
a spy ; Plneidtis is of opinion that it was iu that capacity 
that the Jews sent him out of the city." 

fio saying, the trooper net Benjamin on the ground 
before Titus, who instantly exclaimed: "By Hercules, 
it is Berenice's little Eros!'' 

"My name is not Eros and I will not be called Eros," 
Benjamin answered, tossing his curly head angrily. 
"That is the name of one of your many hundred deities, 
and of a wicked one too, so I am told. And became 
Berenice called me by that name, and dressed me up as 
she did, 1 threw down her silver quiver "With the gold 
arrows and the bow and mn Mray, I am nob her slave 
but the son of Hal-Id Sadoc, My name is not Eros, but 

Benjamin lien Sadoe!" 

The boy spoke out ho boldly and with such unaffected 
indignation that the General, who in Caesarea had 
regarded him merely as one of Berenice's playthings, a 
pet slave, -was rather pleased with the little lad. But 
ho answered gravely: "You apeafc very irrcveretitly of 
our gods, take- care, or they will punish you. In fact 
you deserve tbey should. And how will you prove that 
yon are not one of Berenice's slaves f I saw you among 
them. You know that runaway slaves 'are either 
scourged or crucified." 

Benjamin's eyes flashed. "I would rather be 
crucified, as our Saviour was, than go back to Berenice, 
and be her Eros. If yon want to know whether 1 am 
one of her slaves, ask the decurion Martins, ortliocen- 
toriou Lucius, he is a Iriend of mine." 
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•"Do yon mean Lucius. Flavins f" tlio General asked. 

"Yes that 18 the name of my friend. He has light 

hair just like you, only his eyes are blue. And he is 

rattier taller and bHiidHoinrrtJiiiii yon are." 

Titus laughed ami isaid : *'I dd BOl think any further 
proof is needed, fur by the* im mortal*, no slave dare use 
his tongue so freely. Hut the witness you intuition is 
close by, and as you say Le is your friend wo will have 
iiim called-" 

Lucius came directly, and us soon as Hie Imy caught 
sight ol him be rau up to his old artjunialnnoe with 
delight. Titus turned inlo hi.s tttnfc and h'ft IJicia 
together! Lucius took (he chtld QUI 0*1 ihecamp and Hat 
down with him on a large Htm in al< a I ill let distance from 
the soldiers who were Iniihliiig thn wall or vircum- 

vallation ro>uml thn raiun; ilii'im- Iln-y had a view of the 

valley ol Jowphat uud Um holy city. Benjamin 

recounted all his adventures since the day when Lueins 
left the poil of (Jaesurea. 

"Ho your sister is still alive and in in Jerusalem!" 
Hit' Trillium exclaimed, and In- asltcd a ihiiiiIht of 
•picKtiotis about Thamar, to whom his thoughts had 
often tamed with louging during the bitter season ol 
tribulation. 

"Of course she Is still alive!" Benjamin said, 
"wondering why Lucius questioned him 80 much and so 
eagerly. "Why should she not bet She is young and 
strong. Do you see those white doves flying over the- 
roofs of the houses to the left of the king's nalacet 
That is where she is living. All the time I Was there* 
1 looked after the doves, aw I told yon- I only hope 
.Nathaniel will take eaxe that the nasty cat does not get 
at the young ones! " 

Then Benjamin proceedftd to relate how ho and 
Tluunar received baptism and Holy ('01111111111100. 

"Yon happy child I People are not usual ly admitted, 
to the holy mysteries ho soon," Lucius said. 

"That is what Kusebius told us. But he said wo 
were encompassed by ho many dangers miw that, ho 
relaxed the rule in my favor and Nathaniel 's. Thank 
God for it. But for that, I really do not thiuk I could 
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have escaped as well as I did yesterday. Jnst hear 
what perils I had to encounter." 

lit'itjumin then told how Paulinas was detained at 
the city gate and how he got to Rethanht. u l knew the 
house and the garden directly, " he said, "from Tliam sir's 
description. But do you think old Silas let me int" 
Not a bit of it. I knocked till my hands, wore sore and 
called till I was hoarse. At last, crying with vexation, 
I was going on my way to Jericho, :is I kIioiiIi! have 
done if I had not had the veil with the Lord's imago on 
it about me, and Eusebuis told me (o take snch great 
care of ft. The warning tha leper gave me made me 
hesitate. I said a prayer to my Guardian Angel, and 
began to hammer at the door nnd call out afresh. Then 
all at once a man came up behind me and said very 
crossly was I going to bring the Romans who were 
already entering the village down on him by the nproar 
I madc-T 

"I asked if he was Silas, and he nodded. Then I 
said if he bod come sooner I should not have made so 
much noise. And if the Romans were there, lie must let 
me in at once, that Veronica's veil might be safely 
hidden before they came to the house. At first he 
stared at me, but when lie understood at last what a 
treasure 1 had in my kee|iing r ho look me by the hnnd 
and led me In-hind the hedges to the end of the garden, 
where there was a cave. He dragged int.- in there anil 
closed the opening with a great stone no that only ;i 
little light cain-e in through a orevice. I was frightened 
at first, but when Silas told me that was the cave where 
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, I did not mind. I 
gave Silas the picture, and he kissed it, and showed mo 
another picture of the Mother of Our Lord; then he 
wrapped them both up in the parchment and showed me 
the place where he deposited them. Ho invited me to 
atay in the cavo with him, as he had a good store of 
provisions; he said he intended to remain there until 
the Romans bad left the neighborhood. You can fancy 
that was too wearisome to suit me. So I asked SilaB this 
morning to give me a good breakfast, ns I was going 
through Jericho to Pella, to Join my father. Ho made 
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me promise most solemnly not to reveal his place of 
hilling to l In- liojii-iiiis, and then l-i m- out, clotting tin.: 
cave behind me. 

"There was a fine row in tho hoiine, it was full of 
Romans, and when I wanted lo pass out of the garden 
into the road, a sentry seized me and took mo over 
Mount Olivet to Plaeidus* camp. I'laculus said I was 
Berenice's slave, and sent me to Titus, ami I might 
have fared ill, if you Lad not been hern, good Lucius. 
But look, the sun has set, and Paulina' a white- doves 
have gone to roost." 

"Then it is time for us to go buck to tlie hurt. I will 
ask Titus to let me keep you wilJi DM till some Oppor- 
tunity presents itself to send you to Pella. You will 
not mind making yourself useful in the General's tent I** 

"Not at all, ouly ho must nut call me Eros, but 
Benjamin." 

They returned to tlic tump, and Titus acquiesced in 
Lucius' proposal. 



CHAPTER 43. 

In tb« Hospital. 

There was ;in intense excitement in the city when 
Eleazar made the sally and engaged in conflict with 
Titos' troopers. Shouts vera hesinl in the streets: "Ho 
has taken the Roman General prisoner! lie is bringing 
the Emperor's sou into the city! Take your timbrels, 
Daughters of Sion, and go to meet the conqueror with 
music and dancing." 

The premature rejoicing was soon changed into 
lamentation, nud when night fell, many dead and 
wounded men were unfed in from trie scene of eomibat. 
Torches were held to their pale countenances and the 
name of each called alond, to enable their friends to come 
forward and remove them, the wounded to be tended, 
the dead to be interred. 

Eleazar's name was one of those thus proclaimed, 
but no* ono presented himself to lake charge of him. 
His followers, after their defeat, had retreated in all 
haste to the temple, to escape thn mockery of Ben 
Gioms* adherents, who from the walls had been spec- 
tators of tho conflict in which they took no part. 
Kleazar's wife in her Hcclnded dwelling knew nothing of 
the tight; in fact she had for many years hi! a life of 
such seclusion, that few of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
were even aware of her existence. 

Hence it came to pass that no one offered to under- 
take the care of him. "Lay him along of the others," 
said the officer in command of the guard, once more 
holding the torch to his features, distorted by the agony 
he endured. "The head-strong fellow has done for him- 
self now. He seems hall way to another world. Is 
there no one here who understands something of 
surgery! It strikes me his end is fast npp roach tng." 
(494) 
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A venerable old man made his way throngli the 
crowd and stepping into Hie light of the torches said : 
"Hand him over to me. I will wo what with fhe 
blessing of the Lord rail I"' done (or him. I nm Rusebius 
the physician, and I live close hi tin* old palnc^, wliicli 
Willi the assistance of :i lew charilalile souls I ha?« 
arranged as a hospital for tin- wounded who have no 
friends to nurse- them. I am willing Ui receive all tho 
other wounded who have 00 other niil. Only let mo 
put a temporary bandage on their wounds Itcforo they 
are moved, then carry them over to the old palace." 

"May the Lord bless your kind heart ami helping 
hand." answered the Captain, ;i gruff warrior, lunched 

at this generous offer. "I should not have thought surli 
charity was. lo tw found in Israel, Hincu lln» ditys of our 
forefathers. We will gladly give you every assistance 
here, and then carry the |>oor fellows lo your house. 
Only I am afraid our rough hands are more lilted to 
deal blows than lo heal them." 

■"I only want some cohl water and a light, ' have 
brought linen wilh me," Kusehius rejoined, selling lo 
work at once. 

lie knelt down beside Kleazar, and assisted hy one of 
the bystanders unfastened his coat of mail. "Alas!-"' 
he said to himself, "the muscles are lacerated, the collar- 
bone fractured, perhaps tho socket of the arm ami 
shoulder-blade are splintered! It we save the man's 
life, he will bo maimed for the rest of his days." He 
then beckoned to a elo-sidy-veiled woman, who bad 
accompanied him, carrying a basket containing; strips of 
linen and different inst ruim-nU. Inslnirtcd by him she 
commenced washing the frightful wttund with a soft 
sponge, and then applied healing herbs and a compress 
of wet linen, which wore kept in their place hy IkiiuI- 
ages. Tenderly as she handled! tlm hurl, every touch of 

the broken bone ore; tinned lerribln pain. Kleaair 
recovered consciousness, and ground bin teeth with fury, 
cursing; himself and earning 1 thn Uoruan who had 
snatched from him the prey already in his grasp. "If 
there is One devil incarnate, it is thai (Jcntnrioit Lucius. 
May the Lord only deliver him into my hands." Such 
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were Hie half-inaudible words ho muttered; tlie woman 
who was bending over him, started iavoluutarily at the 
nante of Lucius. 

"Keep calm, my lrien«l," Euselnus snid. "II yon 
heat your blood by your anger, it will l« your death." 

The Priest then went to attend to the other suffeiers 
who required his services. They were all more passive 
iu his bauds than their passionate leader. The 
majority were sadly hurt. The trampling of Hie horses' 
hoofs, Bharp thrusts from Soman sworda, stout blows 
from spaile and mattock had occasioned many a gaping 
wound and fractured many a limb. The closely -veiled 
woman, whose fingers trembled at first at touching a 
wound, soon gained skill and confidence, and whs able 
to carry out the physician's directions unaided. 

Shortly before midnight all the wounds were dressed, 
and the sufferers being laid on stretchers, the mournful 
procession wended its way in the moonlight to the 
Upper town. Sabbas bad -conic down with Nathaniel to 
say that alL waa ready ior their reception. At the. same 
time th-ey brought the information to Eusebius that one 
of the brethren was reported to lie stoned to death near 
the lull of Golgotha immediately before* the conflict took 
phuw, because he refused to curse the Romans. On 
hearing this \ : .\\ -■■}■! iih I • > 1 < I Nathaniel hi show the iM-are-rs 
the way to the Cornicle, ami made a sign toThuinar — for 
she waa bis veiled assistant!! — to accompany them, while 
he reiniiiiu'd behind with Babbas. 

"Wo must examine the ground in the vicinity of 
Golgatha, to see if we can discover any truces of such a 
deed," he said. Leaving the others, who turned off in 
I lie direction of the Gate of Judgmonthard by, Uio I'riest 
and his companion took their way to Mount Calvary, 
which stood out clearly before them in the bright light 
of the Paschal moon. 

They had not long to search, for not many paces 
from the road they found the body of the vietim, lying 
on his face, his arms extended wide, and apparently 
lifeless. 

Ensebius was deeply touched. "That is just how I 
&aw Stephen lying, " he said. "This dear brother now 
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wears the crown ot martyrdom and rejoices with him. 
Lot us carry his remains, for which a glorious resurrec- 
tion is in store, with all rcvcri'iiee to the house, and 
prepare it with spleen for the hurial, as we did that of 
Stephen." 

When Eusebius, kneeling beside the body, touched 
it reverently with his lips, ho ullered an pxulamntioa of 
surprise. "Strange to say, it does iiol I.i-l cold! Yet- 
yon say he was stoned before the fight began f Then he 
cannot he dead. Lift him up run-fully, that I may 
examine him more cluscly." 

Between them they turned Dim inanimate body on to 
its back, and Sahbns by the PrHMffl Orders raised the 
head and Bhouldcrs, Hupimrliiig them in his arms. As 
soon as the moonlight fell em the tuliy features, they 

simultaneously ejaculated . " J'nu Iiiium! " 

"He ia not dead, bis heart still Is-nts. Tin- stono 
which struck his head so violently Just hero rendered 
him unconscious; the others that bruised bis chest and 
shoulders may not have dune as Dinah harm. Are you 
strong enough lo carry tin- ymilh home, WabbasT" 

"I can carry him easily,*' the sturdy porter replied. 
"Hut I do not know — somehow it wins almost wrong" 
(o rob hiia of his trown. I should not feel very grateful 
to yoil under similar circumstances, if you were, so to 
speak, to drag me baek from the very door of Heaven 
aud bring me to life again. 11 

"It is Encumbent on na to do our utmost to preserve 
the flickering flame of life from extinction," the Priest 
replied. "The, Lord in His mercy will not allow him to 
lose the crown be has won, it will Ihi laid up for him hi 
Heaven, and lie will one day wear it adorned with fresh 
jewels." 

Thereupon SuNnw took I'auliuuH in his arms; Hie 
Priest walking close beside him to supjmrt the injured 
hi>:id, which he had tcmporarcly lnmdngod with a atrip 
off his own garments, 

"We bring another of the wounded," ho said to the 
guard, who grumbled at having to unfasten tliu gate. 
They then proceeded in silence through the moonlit 

streets to the Cenaele in the Upper town. 
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Everything connected with divine worship had been 
removed from the room where the Last Supper was held 
to (ho crypt below. Thamar, with the help of Sura and 
1th ode, had arranged ou each side a row of mattresses 
and pillows on which the won uded Van Isiid. It bo 
happened that Panlimis was put next Eleaznr. Ensebius 
thought ifc wiser not to take the young man to his 
mother's house, as he was very doubtful about his 
recovery. 

With Thamar' a help he washed the gaping wound on 
his. head and instructed her us to the lies* means of 
keoping it cool. It wan not necessary to hid her larish 
special care on this patient; her personal acquaintance 
With him, and the sneredness of (because for which he 
had suffered, gave him a peculiar claim on her. "He is 
a martyr,"" she said, enthusiastically, as she seated her- 
self between the two sufferers, ready to devote her 
attention to them both equally during the watches of the 
night. 

Towards morning Eleazar awoke from his stupor. 
On becoming aware of his condition, he burst into n 
rape. Everything; tended to aggravate him; the tortur- 
ing pain of his wound, the knowledge of his defeat, 
which ho attributed to the treachery of lien (iioraa in 
not coming with all his forces to his aid ; the disloyalty 
of his adherents in not conveying him wilh them tip to 
the temple; Hi tally the (net that he, the leader nnd com- 

tn&nder, should \m taken wild the common soldiers to 
an unknown houwe. Beside himself with anger, he 
en t 'Bed himself and all Iiis surrmmdings nnd finally 
abused his wiTe, whose place it was to nurse him, for 
leaving; him to the mercy of absolute strangers. 

Tliumar did her best to soothe and DflCUy him, 
"Yon ought to be ashamed of yourself for having bo 
lill.le self-control. Probably Rachel knows nothing 
about your misfortune. I will inform her of it, aud then 
you shall, if you wish it, be removed to your own house, 
although the physician cannot do as mnefa for yon there 
as here, where you will lie well cared for." 

While Thamar was speaking Klcaxur listened atten- 
tively. Where had lie lieard that gentle, molodions 
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voice before t In the dimly-lighted apartment lie had 
not recognised his nurse, and now the sound of bcr 
voice, though familiar to his ear, awoke no definite 
memories. In the confused state of bin brain, be 
thought at first it was his sick sish-r Uuth, wJio nsod 
sometimes to exhort him to have patience and was 
accustomed to defend Itmbi-I. He In-nuio calmer, and 
ns bis head grew clearer, he remembered that Hath was 
dead. Suddenly there lUudinl acres* bis mind the 
name Thamar. 

He opened his eyes wide, and attempted to sit np, 
bnt (be quick movement caused him such cmmiftlte 
pain, that he Tell back on bis pillow with a hair- 

suppressed promt. He devoured with hit* eyes the 

slender figure now Ix-ml m- «,ver l'auliiius »nd applying 

tool bandages to hi* head. "Tharimr!'' be iiuirniiiivd 

softly. And he taxed his itching head to evoke 

reminiscences now half-effaced. How long was itidnee 
lie last saw herf He knew dow, Tour years ago when 
the Icing's palace wee bnrnl down, she eeospeel from the 

temple ill w.nie way that Wftfl never explained, and ou 
tliat name ni>;ht the Ceuluriou whom he haled so bitterly 

disappeared oat of the prison. HOW he had searched 
ami hunted for her then, mid all in vain. At last he 
had came to the conclusion that she had gone away with 
the Centurion, and bad accordingly he-aped imprecations 
npon her. Now- be saw that it was. not as be thought. 
And the Centurion Lucius, had he not seen him in the 
battle before the city pale? Yes, ho remembered it per- 
fectly well, and it wan hi» band (bat dealt the blow, gave 
him the wound lbal< VMI BOW torturing hint. Again au 
ungovernable fury seized upon hi in. 

At any rale, however, the Roman had not taken 
Thamar from him. His former partslon for ttubbi 
Sadoc's beaatiful and wealthy daughter awoke within 
his breast In full force. Hho was fairer than ever; (he 
bud then eearce nnfohM, h;id in the COUTH Ol thoBfl fOOT 
years blossomed out into a lovely rlower. How charm- 
ing she looked as she went from lud lo bed; haw soft 
was the light that gleamed in her l>eauteou8 eyes, how 
eouipassiouate the expression of her rosy lips as. she 
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stooped over his neighbor, bathing his wound! He 
himself wiift the only one she seemed to avoid. And 
now, «'hea Pan linns opened his eyes for the first time, 
a slight groan escaping Mm, how she hastened to him, 
whispering kind words 1n his ear. .Set-, a faint smile 
passes over the B-ick man's countenance; there ciiu be no 
mistake, they are friends and lovers. Then, to finish 
ii is exasperation, Bleazar distinctly liea.nl her softly call 
him: Pauliuua, dear Paiilinus! Again the unhappy 
Eleuzar was eon&nmed with jealousy. 

Prom that time forth lie watched every lock and I ried 
to catch every word that was exchanged between. 
Thamar and Paulinas. The pure, supernatural love 
that Thamar felt for the Confessor of Christ, a love he 
could not conceive or understand, was like a poison in. 
his veins. At first he intended to tell Thamar that ho 
recognized her, and that he still counted upon winning 
her hand. Bat when he had taken up the erroneous 
idea that the maiden whom he still called his affianced 
bride, and this unknown youth were altaelied to each 
other, ho closed his eyes whenever she came to his aide, 
and refused to speak to her, so that she imagined that 
the Captain of the Temple had fortunately failed to 
recognize her. 

In )i<t heart Thamar gave thanks to find for this 
supposed ignorance on her piilieul's part; sho only 
went to him when his wound rei| Hired attention, ami 
forbore to speak an nnnecessary wo ml to him. At, break 
Of day Sara took her plaee; and later on who eontri veil 
to have F.leazar moved to anoilier bed. Where slie would 
not have to go near him as often. All this only seemed 
to increase his jealous passion. From the corner where 
he lay ho silently watrh-ed her every movement, noting 
every time she exchanged a word with I'aulitms, and in 
his heart he concocted schemes of revenge whereof 
Thamar had not the slightest suspicion. 

The places in the Cenacle rendered vacant by the 
death of the patients, woreqitiekly tilled up; for every 
day fighting went on before the pates. In order to carry 
the works up to the walls of the city Titus caused the 
intervening space to be levelled, the hedges being cut 
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down aiid the walls overthrown. Ho himself pitched 
his camp with a company of isrlrrt troops OYeragainsI 
the Paephinus tower, whilu Tilicrins Alexander took op 
a fortified position whern tlio other wall Joined the 
Hippicns tower. The hulk of his forces were spread 
ont in seven ranks iu fall view of the city, in the hope 
that the Bight of the much-feared legions would induce 
the Jews to surrender. Hal lien Oioras only responded 
by repeated Rallies., and ho succeeded in giving many a 
■check to tlie Roimuis, though he received frequent 
defeats in return. 1 ) 

Thus it was that fresh importations ol wounded men 
arrived daily and the t'ociMciiliim was overcrowded. 
All who were suflieiently Rntorad to l*e movi-d else- 
where were dismissed. fCuselilin asked Kleuzar in I he 
kindest manner whether he would init liko to lie taken 
to his Own house, whieli wa.s eh»so l»y. iiud let Rachel 
nnrse him. Owing to Ins strong c*msrilnt.ion his wound, 
contrary to Eiiseldus' anlieipalion, was so far In uled 
that liis life wjis no longer in jeopardy. If he held his 
left arm perfectly still in a sling, he would Ik; afol«» to use 
it. again fa about a month's time, so the priest and 
physician told him. when he took a friendly leave of 
him, inviting him to come over to him every day to 
have his arm dressed. 

* ( Tliat will not foe necessary; Rachel can do every- 
thing for me,'* Klea/.ar replied with a sinister, almost 
defiant look. Then he went away without a single word 
of thanks, casting an evil glance at Thamar, who 
happened to be standing beside Panliuus at that 
moment. 

The iujary the young Ticvile had received si ill gave 
grave cause for apprehension, yet Kurtelrius Judged it 
bettor that he shoald betaken to his mother's house, 
since absolute quiet wan DOCMflBry for his shattered 
nerves. He had accordingly just asked Sahltas to carry 
his patient the short dislauee lo the I Inline ol Mary. 
Thainar and Sara, who bad wrapped his head up care- 
fully, accompanied him. TUinking only of I'^alinus, 
they did not observe that Elcazar went tho same way 
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they did ; but lie look note of tlie lowly dwelling mid the 
garden dour which closed behind the unwitting object of 
Lis jealous uitjjur. 

"1'Lague on it," ho mattered to himself, "that my 
arm prevents mt; from doing anything. Otherwise I 
would rout out thiit nest tbia very day. I Bhall 
remember it. 60 farewell, my sweet dove, wo shall meet 
again at no very distant time, I hope." 

Elenzar proceeded to his own home, and greeted his 
wife with a torrent of cruel reproaches. This time, he 
said, he was quite determined to hike out the bill of 
divorce, for never did a Jewish wife deserve it more 
thoroughly. In vaiu ltnc-hel assured! him that she bad 
not the slightest idea thut he was wounded that night, in 
faet she knew nothing oT the buttle, and as soon as 
Ritfhuuiel informed Jut the next morning of his mis- 
fortune, she h:ul hastened to the hospital to nurse him. 
She reminded him that he himself had rejected ber Ber- 
Vices very eurlly and put her to sliante before the other 
women ; and as often as site hud presented herself there 
she had hceu turned away. She deelared tlint she was 
most willing to nurse himnow, only she implored kim 
to he just to ber; and at onre she set about arranging 
his bed, and doing everything nlie thought he would 
like. Her patient and devoted affection at last wrung 
from the Hiifle>rci\ cinhittored iik he was by disappoint- 
went, 11 few words) of grateful acknowlcdgim-iil. These 
were but passing gleams of sunshine piercing the thick 
clouds; whenever ho wan in the least displeased, he 
began Bgain about the hilt of divorce, telling her he had 
hia eyo 011 a maiden whom ho iiilcnded to espouse, as 
Boon us ever the Romans had broken their heads against 
the impregnable walls of the beleaguered eily. 

Paulinus' meeting with his mother was a .-.;>: and yet 
a happy one, for both were fully resigned to the will of 
God. Paulina kissed ber son's hamhig<*d heud with 
maternal tenderness and compassion when lie was 
carried to her side for a few moments. "Poor boy!" 
she said, "so you. had to come back again from Heaven 
to earth. J»o not he downcast; the next time you will 
not be robbed of your crown. Tour uncle wan stoned 
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at Lyatra and thought to lw dead ; bat the next d:iy be 
revived, and won lor himself a more glorious crown by 
all he did and suffered for Christ." 

"God's will be done. I ara not yet wortliy to receive 
a crown," Panlinua answered with a melancholy audio 
as he kissed hia mothers hand. He threw a few gmiim 
to (lie white doves, which flew in at the window anil 
perched on his shoulder; then he was taken to his own 
little chamber where Nathaniel and the two maiden ser- 
vants waited on him. Thaniar was almost always in the 
Cenncle tending the wounded, for Boeeblus oould not 
well dispense with her skilful services. Salome was 
&lac- occupied there, for Ben Giorns had agreed to part 
with her, when on his paying a visit to the hospital, 
Euscbioa told him how much they were in want of 

Paulinos' recovery was very slow. All the time he 
hoped in his heart that his wound would prove fatal. 
He now felt like a shipwrecked mariner swimming to 
shore, whom a ruthless wave nwept outapain into the 
tempest, tossed ocean, just as he had set hia foot on the 
rock which would be his salvation. It waa true that he 
prayed: Not my will, but Thine l>e done; bat in his 
inmost heart he felt it to be no slight sacrifice that was 
demanded of him. 



CHAPTER 44. 

The Attack upon the Walls. 

Meanwhile Titus had -carried np his entrenchments 
to the Toot of the walls, and the colossal bnltermg-mms 
began their work. Day aud night the rams' heads 
weighing many hundredweight smoto the walls with a 
sound like thunder. Hundreds ot strong arms set in 
motion the massive Oakcu beams, suspended by chains 
from the framework q[ the besieging towers, and when 
the huge brazen heads at the end of the beams, swinging 
in regular cadence against the walls, smote them with 
prodigious force, they shook them to the very foun- 
dation, causing the blocks of stone, shattered and 
splintered, to Jail from their places. In vain did the 
besieged cast a volley of stones and arrows from the 
walls upon the soldiers who were at worki or endeavor 
to set on fire the roofs whereby they were protected. 
The hurdles of which these roofs were composed were 
covered by iron plates, and if at any point they caught 
fire. Hip flame was speedily extinguished, for pitchers of 
water were placed ready at hud. Behind the fortifica- 
tions more than a hundred enormous catapults were also 
at work. The lever of the crank, drawn hack by wheel 
and pulley, hurled, when tho rope was suddenly 
loosened, projectiles of immense weight in a curve 
against the battlements or into the city. The great 
brass arms of the machines also formed a spoeiea of 
Cross bow, from which were discharged arrows tipped 
with iron, often twisted alaout with burning tow soaked 
in pitch, or other projectiles. In the spaces between 
these ancient engines of war archers were posted; 
behind them the cohorts were drawn np in rank and file, 
ready to rush out if the besieged ventured to make a 
Bally with the view of destroying the machines or 
demolishing the fortifications. 
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On the Psephiuus lower Ben (Moras and John of 
Gischahi, the two hostile. leadem met together, i ho 
latter had at Length consented, En accordance wiw the 
earnest request ot the brigand chief, to come down .from 
the oitadel with a parly of fighting men to assist In the 
defence of tlie walls, flow they stood facing one another 
like a couple of snappish bulUdOgm 

"You have come loo late," IteiiGioras said insolently 
to the Galilean. "See how Uio wall totters muter the 
blows of this son of Keliiil. Kvi.ry minute I expect a 
wide breach will be made in it. Iwtweau Hi is spot and Uie 
Women's towers. If only JOO Jm«l coiuo sooner we 
might have made a sully together and destroyed BUM 
accursed banks and tower*. May BlO curse of the ciitl- 
drenol Israel alight on your ln-:ut!" 

"The reception yon give ma in not exactly in keeping 
with your liuinble petition fur my help," J"'"' numeral 
with angry from*. "The beat thing lor mo to do will 
be to withdraw immediately with my men. And L 
return the curse of Israel in double, measure on your 
head! Why .lid you not go to Elwiwir's succor, when 
he was fighting without the gntel I do not regret the 
reminder he brought away with him, but it was a 
Cowardly act Of treachery on your part. And for the 
matter ot that, what business has a Captain of brigands 
to have the chief command in Sionf If Jerusalem is so 
dear to vou, give up the command to me, as Eleazar hud 
the window to do, mid by the God ot our Fathers, no 
Roman shall set his foot on the hallowed soil of the holy 

city"* 

"Not if fine words would keep him ont, you boaster. 

How was it pray that you came out of Galileo, rtinning 
away from the liomans, whereas I confronted them 
boldly for more than Urn years, and overthrew the 
letiona under t'eatius GallusT" 

In the heat of their anger the two men seemed ready 
to draw their swords on ono another. At that juncture 
a fray-bearded veteran threw himself bet ween tlnm with 
uplifted hands, exclaiming: "I edjuro you by Abraham, 
our common Father, keep the peace, O princes 01 my 
people, at any rate an long as the ^uciuy priiaes close 
upon us!" 
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"The man la right," Ben Gioras rejoined. "Here is 
my hand, iii token that I make an honorable covenant 
with you." 

"I scorn to take a robber's haiul, ami I decline an 
ulliunce which I do not want! I have made, a covenant 
with the Lord: the temple is His and the city is His; 
He is able to defeud His heritage." Having uttered 
these proud and fanatical words, the speaker turned 
towards the steps which led down from (he top o! the 
luv, c; behind tlie ramparts. 

At that mouieut a sound of creaking and cracking" 
was heard, following upon the dull thud of the battering- 
rams, which were Uniting the walls with greater force 
than ever. "It is giving way! It will fall!" cried the 
frightened soldiers, running for dear life away from, the 
dangerous spot. The alarm came too late! A long 
piece of wall fell with a teniae crash. A cloud of dust 
rose np to heaven, and with it the agonised cry of a 
hundred unhappy victims, buried beneath the ruins. A 
wail or grief and dismay on the one hand, triumphant 
shouts and the fanfare of trumpets on the other, drowned 
their expiring groans. And forthwith the cohorts in 
closed ranks poured through the breach. 

'■Stand firm," lieu Gioras called to his men. "We 
will drive them back, pour down a volley of atones 
and darts on these* Romans, while wo will receive them 
iu thu breach on (lie [mini of our swords and spears." 

Then Blmon lien Gioras hurried down the stairs after 
John d Ginhflla, and both placed themselves at the 
head of theirfollowcrs. Tliedaring bandit-chief climbed 
on the rnins and met the enemy who were advancing 
with the shout of victory with a volley of arrows ; while 
on both sides from the part of the wall which was not 
demolished, from t&o Women's towcra and from Psephl- 
nus, stones and javelins came whizzing down on fco thoir 
serried ranks. Many a Korean fell, but thousands 
pressed forward to fill their places. A picked body of 
men in the foremost ranks hurled heavy darts with 
unerring aim, while shoulder to shoulder, shield to 
shield, the invaders marched forward like an iron wall. 

For more than an hour Ben Giorns stood his ground. 
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Presently he was told that John of Gisehal-a was retreat- 
ing with his band. ".V curse on the cowardly traitorl" 
he ejaculated, and then giv ing orders to his lieutenant lo 
hold the Roman* in cheek us lonu as possible, till tlio 
new city was evacuated] am) the galea ol the second wall 
barred or garrisoned, he hastened with a f<:w chosen 
followers to take the most iieeossary measures in person. 

But at the breu<eh i-esistanee was id mid > ai ;iu i-iid. The 

besieged lost heart, and retreated, holly pursued liy the 
victorious enemy, t«o Hie (lute id Judgment, in t lie second 
wall, where it was all Ben Giorafl could do lo prevent 
the conquerors from rushing in logetlier wilJi the 
fugitives. 

Thus did the Romans gain pnnscssinai of the new 

part of the city onHie7lhof May, on the fifteenth day of 

the siege. 1 ) Titus burnt, it down ami had Hie ruins 
cleared away from the. spot whence Hie battering-nuns 
were brought to bear upon the (.ale of Judgment. It 
was through this gate that Our Lord passed, carrying 
His cross, and there lie p;msetl to iiddros-t Hie women of 

Jerusalem in Hie words: "naupdiiers. "f Jcrusah-iu, 
weep net over me, but weep for yourselves and for your 
children. For tie-hold the days shall trame wherein iliey 
shall say: Blessed are Hie barren, and the wombs that 
have not borne, nnd the paps that have not given 
suck." a ) There Titus' engines of war thundered, and 
after four days a breach was made in the second wall. 3 ) 
Once indeed did the Jews, fighting furiously, drive him 
back out of the narrow lanes — the eta /fofonuia traversed 
by the suffering Redeemer— but after he had widened 

the breach, bis troops re -emtercd, wild penetrated as far 

as the public square before the fortress of Anton i», 

where Suit a short linio previously Iho Jew .-. In nl uttered 
tho cry : ITis blood bet upon li-s, and upon our ehildn-n! 
These words were of n truth fulfilled in a terrible 
manner. Blood unwed in streams over Hie open space, 
for hundreds of tho people crowding lo the gtdeB of the 

■) Josephus V. 7, 2. 

•) St. Luke 23. 28. 

*) "At the miildle tower of the north pint of the wall-" 
(Jo*. V. 7, 4.) ThiswouM correspond u» nearly aa possible to 
the Gate ol Judgment. 
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lower and of the court of the temple, demanded 
admittance into the city, and asked in vain, for the 
Galilean durst iiot open to tbem, for fear lest the 
Bomana should effect an entrance at the same time. 
Thus the unhappy fugitives were left to be cut down by 
tlie swords of the conquerors. This portion of the city 
was also burnt down, and to a great extend razed to the 
ground, in order to afford space for (he assault upon the 
tower of Antonia. 

On Uie evening of the same day on which this portion 
of the city— the upper eily and old part — wns taken by 
the Romans, Titus held a council of war, at which the 
tribune Lucius Flnvus was present. The storming of 
the first wall and: the conquest of the second hud been 
accomplished at a great sacrifice. Was it advisable to 
proceed with the samo tactics, and take the fortress of 
Antonia, said to be almost impregnable, by storm f To 
do so would cost the iivea of thousands oi men. Yet the 
legates Cerealis and Placid us were in favor of this 
proposal. Tiberius Alexander, who was an older man, 
counselled a closer investment of the city. Famine, he 
BOld, which had already made itself felt would weaken 
resistance; Jerusalem was crowded with multitudes, of 
pilgrims, and the stores of provisions had to a great 
extent l»eeu destroyed through tho strife of factions. 

Lucius Fluvus, when asked to give his opinion, 
confirmed the Statement (hat provisions were already 
running short in the city, and endeavored to move the 
Commander in-chief to compastdon on account of the 
misery the siege brought upon so many thousand 
innocent persons. The women and children might at 
least ho allowed to leave the city, and all who volun- 
tarily laid! down their arms might be spared. Bnt his 
appeal for mercy was scornful ly rejected by the superior 
officers. The rebels, they said, would certainly be very 
gratefnl bo the tribune Lucius Flams, if he relieved 
them of the presence of those thousands who devoured 
their stores without contributing in the least degree to 
the defence of the city. 

* ( In that ease, then, I shonld propose to make an end 
of the matter with one bold stroke, rather than leave the 
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inhabitants to die a lingering death by faniifte, and 
expose our own brave soldiers to tho pestilence, which 
is certain to break out in the Rummer months, aud by 
which we Shall lose mom men tbm in the bloodiest 
assault. I offer luyaclf to lead the tlrst cohort* in 
carrying the Aatonia tower l»y Htorm." 

This- daring proposal was not without oflejct, and the 

majority o* tlio commanders concurred in I.iiciua' 

opinion. Titus himself was far from wishing the siege 
to be prolonged; he was anxious to return tu Ituly stud 
Some in all the glory of a brilliant miirufiw to confirm 
the dominion his father held, and establish his own 
throne more (Irmly. Hut tliat very day lie bad made a 
closer inspection of the solid masonry «»f the tower of 
Autonia, and atiked some expert* i" the art of demolish- 
ing walls what they thought or it. Hie unanimous 
answer was that never in their life had th«y aeon 
building stones oJ ftneli gignnlie proportion*, and it 
■would be at any rate the work of months to whittle r or 

dislodge any ot Uhmii. 

BtaBCOBBBquenlly formed the resolution of summon- 
ing the city to surrender; ami in view of overawing tho 
inhabitants by the display of the numbers and j;ood 
equipment of the army, he ordered a grand military 
review to be held for four days, in connection with the 
distribution of their pay to the troops. 1 ) Surely, ho 
thought, Uiey must Bee that it was madness to bid- 
defiance auy longer to sueli forces. Afterwards ho 
would send Joseph us, one of their own «ountrymcn, to 
org* them to surrender, promising that life and liberty 
should be ensured to any one who wutihl go over to the 
enemy, whereas should any one endeavor to escape, OP 
leave the city (or the purpose of procuring provisions, 
he should meet with no mercy, but be crucified in algal 
Oi the city walls. If (hey refuged to mirrcmler, tour 
embankments would Immediately be raised up to tho 
walls Of the tower, aud preparation* made to take it by 
Storm. "And you, Lucius MaVUfi," tho General con- 
cluded, "shall have the glory of lending the assault mg 
column; and if you succeed in planting the Koman 



') Josephu* V. 9, 1- 

***** »*T*tr- ori \t\.l \l 



610 MTCIU8 FLAVUS. 

eagle on the pinnacle of the temple, you shall be 
promoted to the dignity of legate, and all the soldiers 
who cross the threshold of the temple with you, shall 
receive a reward from, the enij>eror aud take part iu our 
triumphal «ntry iuto Rome." 

Thus Titus spoke, aud thus it was determined. The 
military review, lasting four days, was held on a scale 
of great magnificence. The inhabihiats of Jerusalem 
gazed on this splendid military spectacle from their 
walls and towers. Arrayed in glittarLujr armor the 
auxiliaries passed first, just beyond bowshot range, to 
the sound of military music. Then came the Roman 
cohorts keeping step iu perfect time, the ground 
trembling under their heavy tramp. On each side of 
the infantry were squadrons of cavalry, their horses' 
hoofs raising a light cloud of dust as they trotted over 
the plain. The march past lasted for hours; at length 
the central group of the long army reached the gate of 
Ephraini, on the flat roof of which Catapults' son and 
grandson were standing. 

Eleazar still had his left arm in a sling, but he stood 
erect, and watohed the endless rauks of tho enemy with 
au «vil look in hia eye. 

"They think they will frighten us hy this grand dis- 
play, as if we wore foolish maidens," ho said with a 
contemptuous laugh; '-or pejhape they imagine that 
they will overthrow Ihe walls or Jerusalem with (he 
sou ml of their mmsio, u.s the walls of Jericho fell down 
at the blast of Josue's trumpets*" 

The bystanders laughed, but the laugh was forced; 
they i .."..m to feel their confidence shaken by tho sight 
of the overwhelming force of the Romans. 

■"It is not onr walla, but our courage they think to 
destroy with their blast," Anauns remarked. * 

■"They will never succeed in doing that!" exclaimed 
a Pharisee, fastening on bis phylacteries, and invoking 
the curse of the A I mighty on the adversary. "We are 
the children of God ; He will fight for os anil defend His 
house. Count them if you can, ns they all march by. 
Every one of those thousands is doomed to destruction. 
As stubble before the fire, so shall they hu cousuuied by 
the wrath of the Lord! " 
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"Amen," the people responded : "May the Lord 
overthrow them as Amalck aad the children of Moab!" 

4 'What company is that coining up with long lancea 
ami gilded armor, preceded by a host of trumpeters f" 
A mums asked. 

"By the sword of Gideon! 1 " Eleaiuir exclaimed, with. 
flaming eyes, "those »ro tho C'oiiirnaii<li-r» wilh their 
bo<iy guard t The one on the black charger, whose 
helmet gleams in tin- kiiii mi brightly, is TitiiH on whom 
I actually laid hands three weeks ago, and llui one next 
him, riding a gray horse ll thai aooureed] oonlnriott 
IiUcius Flavus, whom 1 hope SOBM) day to trample under 
foot like the venomous, snake he is. Quick, Joan, span, 
the great catapult which wo look from * Villus <»allns. 
I really think we can hit 1ho.se sons of Llclial from 
here!" 

Joa* shrugged Ins Hhouldcrs, ami nuid it would do m> 
harm to try. In n moment si rung hands seized the 
handles of tho winch, and the rnat Btool springs were 
bellt. Cl W« have reached tlie line marks," said Joan, 
adjusting the hoary missile. "Still I expert we shall 
fall short by a good distance." 

' 'Theu give it a few nunc tarns. — Do your best, my 
good fellows, the cord* will not break so easily." 

' 'Not the cords, but tint springs," 

"I>o as I say!" Eleazar enjoined, stamping Ids foot 
on the ground. Then ho went behind! the engine, to see 
that the shot was aimed aright at the group of officers. 
The machinery groaned, drops of sweat fell from the 
brows of the. men at work. The muscle* stood up like 
knots on their sinewy arms, and with great difficulty 
the steel springs were lienl an inch lower. 

"Stand back, all of yon!" cried Joas. "If the bow 
breaks, ItwUlbeyourtfcaiJiI" 

"Give it another turn," said Kloazar, grinding hi* 

teeth. "Xowietgo!" 

The cords gave way, Iho springs righted themselves 
wilh a sharp sound, every eye followed the projectile, as 
it flow whizzing through the air. "It has hit!" screamed 
lEleaxar, leaping wilh delight. 

"Not the right man though, not the one on the black 
horse, but the one on tho gray," his father remarked. 
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"A.ml not the rider, but the horse," Joas add**!. 
"All the same, it WHS a masterly shot, considering the 
distance." 

"It was tho right man after all," Elenzar muttered 
under his breath. Then he said aloud: "Tho rider has 
not altogether escaped. Look, they are pulling him 
from under his horse, and carrying him into the tents. 
Quick, span the catapult once again!*' 

This shot of Eleaznr's was a signal for all the cata- 
pults on the other forts to commence action, lint their 
missiles fell far short of the mark, and before the great 
catapult on the tower of Kphrnim could again be 
worked, all tlie columns of soldiery were well out of 
range of the shot. Till a late hour company after com- 
pany might bo seen on the north side of the wnll, 
marching towarda the. hills on tho west, whence (be 
legions retired into their camp for the night. 

The three days subsequent to this review wero 
occupied with military manoeuvres and the distribution 
of pay to the noldiers. The sight of the vast army in 
battle army made lesB impression on the besieged than 
ditl that of the liberal rations of bread, meat ami wine 
given ont to the troops; for within the walls of 
Jerusalem the pangs of hunger were already felt, 
whereas, owing lo the excellent commissariat arrange- 
ments, an ahundant supply of provisions was daily 
brought tip to the Koiiiau camp from CarHarea. 

On the fourth day Tilua sent Josephus to call 
solemnly npon hirt countrymen to stirrender. Heralds 
went before him with blast of trumpet to demand for 
him an attentive bearing; two armed men slood ImwmIc 
him, readytocover him with their shields. ThoZealols 
and Plinrl sees received him with howls of detestation: 
Tilua could not have chosen a wore unwelcome orator 
to address the people. "Traitor! Deserter! ApostaiH 
Slave of Rome! Son of malediction!" audi worn the 
epithets hurled at him, and for some timo he conld not 
make bis voice heard for the uproar. 

In his history Joseph us gives his Hpcech at lull 
length. In it he proved, with net a little prolixity, to 
the. Inhabitants of Jerusalem that it was useless for llu-m 
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to rely an s ■ 1 1 ■ ;, did upon divine assistance. God at a 
former occasion permitted lite Assyrians to bnrn down 
lli.s lmly temple as a chastisement for the transgressions 
Of. His people, and the crimen of which the Jews were 
now guilly were far more heinous (.liuii those of their 
forefathers who were taken captive to Babylon. More- 
over tho AKtyriiiiMcaiHowitU the intention of destroying 
the city and the temple, whereas Ttttis wished to 
pnwrve both tho one anil the other; all ho demanded 
was that the peoplo should snhmit to the authority of 
the Emperor and pay the tribute due to him, as they 
were in justice hound to do. If they still persisted in 
refusing to accept the haml held out to them, the 
responsibility of Hinging the firebrand into the sanctuary 
rested frith tliein. 

All was lu vain. Although ib considerable propor- 
tion of Uin popnhiee were in favor of surrender, the 

Jcwii-li leaden ami the more fiitmlinil .sect of the Jews 

heaped eoiihmiely an<[ curses on the orator, whom they 

cordially hided, and Utrvvr stones at him to force him to 
withdraw from their vicinity. 



CHAPTER 45. 
Tliamar's Abduction. 

In the evening of the same day Ananns Ben Caiapbas 
had a conversation of some importance with his son. 

"There is a certain amount oi truth in what that 
loquacious Joseph Ben Matthias was saying," remarked 
the eldor of the two mm, who was beginning to fool 
uneasy at remaining in the doomed city. "I hare been 
at tike greatest pains to build up our broken fortunes, 
the fortune which will one day ho yonrs, yonrs exclu- 
sively, einoo your brother has been seduced by the 
Nazarites. Upon my word, you have not been of much 
assistance to me Kleaza r. The only thing you did was to 
promote tho- first in.surrection» when the archives where 
the debtors' bonds are deposited were burnt down. The 
Lord be thanked for that 1 otherwise you have been more 
for spending than earning money, and yon have squan- 
dered large Hums to gratify yOur overweening pride." 

"Well, at any rale pride is as much worth a sacrifice 
as the low avarice which is your deity," Kleazar answer- 
ed contempt uou sly. "Whsit in it you am driving at I" 

"Is that a way for a son to sih-siU to his father t" 

"Much right yon have to reproach me with want of 
respect! How do yon treat yonr father t" 

"HOM yonr tongue, you know the old man is mad. 
He called down the curse upon our house, and I believe 
on our nation also, though yon need not think I am 
inclined to turn Nazarile. But I want to elude the ruin 
which is impending, and save my hard-won gold for 
myself and for yon. Joseph Ben Matthias was right. 
However can we hold out against bucIi an immense 
armyt And the God of out Fathers will give tho city 
into the hands of oar enemies, aa He did the host of 
Assyrians." 

"How do you propose to secure the 'hard-won gold' 
as you are pleased to call the shekels you ami your 

(514) 
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accomplice Zabulon purloined! out of the treasury ol the 
temple;?" Eleazar imiuired. 

"Purloined! You mean rescued from the robbers and 
the Komans. If you have any quUffiB of conscience, 
you can restore a portion of it. to the temple later oft," 

"Then how do yon inland to eonvey this — well, we 
will say loan front the treasury — awl your own person 
at the same time to a place of safety V" 

"Leave me to do that, Rlttxat. I have never yet 
been at a loss for a good idea. I know that one of these 
days, a considerable number ol the towns-people are 
going to attempt to leave the city. They have brils'd 
the watchmen at the Kssene Gftto and agreed with Sheik 
Mardocu to let Ilium through lor a consideration of two 
or three hundred shekels. I mean to join the party, 
but how I shall conceal my gold from the hungry eyes 

of the Arab Sheik is my business. [ only want to know 
if you will come toot" 

"Not upon any roiisiileratioii," Kleazar answered 
promptly. "Kven if I mto certain that your attempt 
would beanecQUfol, nothing would induce, me lo forsake 
the city and the temple. I inn not so dastardly as that! 
Besides I do not despair of victory; thn Konmim have 
suHtained heavy losses. And that ridiculous parade 
before toe filty Walls, and the fact that Titus employed 
that glib-tongucd Joseph to Invito us formally to sur- 
render, makes me suspect that the ltomans themselves 
have their doubts ns to the conquest of the city. Who 
knows what tho latest tidings from Rome may be; who 
knows whether mutters nay not have come to such a pass 
with his father Vespasian as to oblige Titus to raise the 
siege and hasten hoick to Rome with his legions t I fancied 
I read something of tho sort between the lines while 
that traitor Joseph lien Matthias was delivering his 
haranpne.", 

"Yes, if onr provisions would hold out for a couple 
of months longer, but yon know perfectly well that we 
have only enough to subsist upon for two weeks; al- 
ready the thousands of pilgrims are pinched by hunger 
and dying off like flies. In a week's time our soldiers 
will be too weak to wield their weapons." 
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"As yon please, Father. I will not keep yon back. 
"We have a good stock of provisions still up there in the 
vaults beneath the temple, c( which happily neither 
KcnGEorus nor the Galilean have an inkling. It is all 
the same to me to have one mouth more or less to fill. 
You are welcome to remain there in the temple with mo 
anil hide your money. I intend to wove my headq Barters 
up there in a day or two, and take two or three persons 
with me. You will not comet Very well, then go your 
way. Only let me warn yon that they threaten to cru- 
cify every one who attempts to escape surreptiously. 
And little faith us I have in i In ■ word of a ltom an, I 
believe in regard to promises of that sort they sire 
accustomed to do as they say." 

A Dunns shivered at these words. He remembered 
hearing the shout: Crucify hiin, crucify him! on an evil 
day long past. The recollection haunted him, and ob if 
under a spell he turned away and left his son's presence 
without another word. 

"While this conversation was going on in Cafnphas' 
house, Tha mar entered Puuliuus' chamber, to pay him 
one of her flying visits, before going to take the night 
work In Hie hospital. I'aulinus wag now go far recov- 
ered as to be qui I© out of danger, and able to sit up all 
day. 1 ii the cool morning' and evening hours Nathaniel 
helped him into the garden, where lie sat under the old 
fig-tree, amusing h imself with the white doves who con- 
gregated round him. 

AVhen Thainar entered, Nathaniel had just brought 
him indoors aud ho TU finding fault with him on 
account of the scanty supply of bread-crumbs and seeds 
which he had piveu him for llio doves. 

"Bread crumbs indeed!" said Nathaniel, "I eat 
theimuyxeli now; as for earn, it i.s worlh its weight in 

gold. .Ask Tlianiar if it is nut so." 

"Has it really comoto that in the offcyf" Panlinus 
asked in dismay. "Yon two look so pale and half-niiu- 
ished, you especially Nathaniel. Rhode too, complains 
ol headache and giddiness. Yon all fast., while I live 
on the fat of the huid. That must not he allowed. I 
will not touch another mouthful of tho good things 
Rhode prepares for me." 
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"It is medicine lor yon. Euscbius said yon must be 

well fed or you would never regain your strength, " 

Tuamar answered. 

"Yes, eat the good things while yon cuu get them. 
Would to God I hud been stoned too," Nathaniel said 
with, a sigh, for the nshnckj boy vm growing very fast, 
and consequently felt the pinch of banger wry keenly. 

"Wliutackild yon axe, you remind me of Benja- 
min," Thaiuar said smiling. "I'Vir Hie mutter of that 
we have) a good store u yet, for Scueblufl bought a 
supply of coin willt fho money yon brought from Koine, 
just at the right time. Only we BimM not Id anyone got 
wind of that, or wo ahull bo overrun with nn welcome 
guests. Yon must bo on your guard, Nathaniel! One 
bears of such deeds of violence in the city. It would be 
different it it was the really poor, driven to aotuaJ star- 
vation to take Hie broad of olliers; hut it is for the 

most part hordes of drunken soldiers, who waaic in 

revelry all th.ii lltey eari lay hands on." 

"Wlicu (bey BOO me, tbey certainly will not think 

that then is modi to ho got here in tho way of comesti- 
bles," Nathaniel Bald. "Von ought lo try if you cannot 
multiply !!»■ loaves, Paulinos. Arc you not the nephew 
of a saint, and yourself half a martyr! Do as Klias the 
prophet did with the meal and the oil ntSarenhta." 

"No.no, ooe must not jest about miracles," Thamar 
said reprovingly. 

"He means no harm. Let us pray with confidence: 
Give us this dity our daily bread, and tho Lord will not 
forsake os." 

"I say that every day more QMS once," Nathaniel 

said. "I only wish my prayers were mure Hlieueioiis. 
Now T am Bioing to catch sparrows. Th«>y will make a 
nice little addition to four daily bread, I'aulinus, and 
then too they will not any longer oat (.he com wo throw 
out for the doves. The Mrda are- well off. They can 

fly over the walls and over the beads Of the Itomaiis and 

fill their crops out in the fields, whi're Almighty (iod 
provides a meal for them. I wish I had wings!" 

Thaiuar laughed, and said: "When you are an angel 
yon will have them. Hut that is a distant day. Now 
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corao and escort me to theCenaclo, it is time tliat I was 
at my post. Salome and Sara will be tired out with 
their day's work. Goodbye Paoiiuus, pray for me." 

"The peace of the Lord be with you. You are fort- 
unate in being permitted to work for God, whereas I 
niu.st waste all my time here." 

Before Thamar left the house on her way to the 
eenaele, she asked Nathaniel if he was quite certain that 
the officer who was wounded by the bolt front the cata- 
pult was Lucius the centurion. 

"Yea," Nathaniel replied, "I saw him quite dis- 
tinctly. Tho horse was killed ou the- Bp»t; Lucius was 
drugged out from undor him, he tried to stand up, but 
could not, and two soldiers carried him away to the tents. 
To-day while Joseph us was delivering bis interminable 
harangue, I fancy I saw Benjamin, but of that I am not 
so sure. J 8 hall look out for him, and if he is really 
here, i will devise ways and means oi sending a message 
to him." 

Benjamin in the camp! Was it possible that her 
father was there toot Thamar wondered whether it 
would "be practicable through his or Lucius' means to 
arrange for Paulinus and his mollier and a few others to 
be exchanged for some prisoners of war. Kusehiua 
would wish to remain at his post. And Salome, and 
she herself t A. struggle arose in her mind, Should 
she sacrifice her young life in serving these thankless 
meu, and iierish miserably in the destruction of this ill- 
fated city t Was not her place rather at Lucius' side; 
he was ;i Christian now, and united in him, a whole life- 
time of happiness mi -hi be hers. No, she must leave 
all that to God, and in the meantime she would nob 
abandon the work she had undertaken for love of Him. 
Sho would remain in Jerusalem, but the others might 
seek safety elsewhere. 

When Thamar was leaving the house with Nathaniel, 
they found Rhode at the door, giving some brokon meals 
to a poor woman, and exhorting her not to tell anyone. 
"God knows,"" she said to the beggar, "wo are all ou 
short rations now, and our lives would not be saf« 
another hour, if it was known that we have a few hand- 
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fuls of wheat in the storeroom and si few vegetables in 
(he garden." 

"God forbid that 1 Khould tell a single person where 
I get the means of keeping body ^iitl soul together!" 
the woman asseverated. "Ami my |»Mir child, the last 
I have left! "Who knows if I can nurse her till the 
season of tribulation is pnstl A bis, these tire terrible 
i in: I-- indeed!" 

"These are the days of tribulation which our Lord 
foretold to the daughters of Jerusalem," Tliamar said. 
She knew the woman, and inquired how a neighbor's 
family was going on. 

"The father has beeo billed, the oldest turn lias lieeri 
killed, four children, among then sweet Utile KM her, 
have died of hunger one after Mather, B&tl When I went 
in this morning to wo llw molhrr, who has hdoly gave 
birth to an Infant, 1 found bet lying dead, with the babe 
at her breast, The old isotoer was Mttlna; by, her reason 
quite gone, it will be Urn same ■» it it me Boon. Happy 
the childless! Happy lho.se who an- deadl" 

"I wish I could help you, my good Woman," Tluunar 

said, her eyes full of tours. "Wo in list pray that the 
days of distress may lie shortened." 

"They cannot last much longer. All the* houses arc 
(nil of bodies iu every stage of decomposition, and one 
may see citizens who used to keep a good table limiting 
In the gnttersand drains lor something to cat. Kotouly 
what the law forbids nsnnclean, hut the most disgusting 
refuse ia devoured as a delicacy. Brothers and sisters 
fight for a scrap of mouldy bread; mothers will even 
take the Inst mtirsel out of their children's months. 
Starvation drives to sad excesses." 

Thamar shuddered as she Listened to the woman, 
who herself came of a wealthy family, mid had never 
thought she would Ite reduced to l>og for a pkcoof bread. 
With a heavy heart she proceeded to the eocnacuhnii 
with Kathaniel, who was honor struck at what he had 
jnst heard. "I had DO idea mat ten were H bad as that. 
I will not complain nguiti of being hungry myself," ho 

sahh . ... 

They had not gone many steps when a piercing shriek 
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ronsed them from their sad thoughts. A wild rabble 
came rmniiiig dawn the street, Thaiuar ami her com- 
panion had only just time to get out of the way behind 
a projecting wall. Pursued by (he mob who were beat- 
ing hiru and jielting In iu with stones, an old wan, hall- 




'For weeks he has gone about by day amd night in the 
lanes o! the efty ; neither scolding nor severe stripes 
avail to make hint desist from his direful cry. Listen, 
he is beginning again." 

"A vi. i< e ;'■.,,,, the east, avoico from the west! A 
voice from the four winds! A voice of destruction from 
the beginning! A voice against Jerusalem and ihe holy 
house! A voice against tlie bridegrooms, ami the brides ; 
a voice against the whole, people!" Thus the man con- 
tinued lo cry at brief iDtorvals, heedless M the blows 
that were showered on him. His piercing voice was 
beard above the clamor of the populace. Tluunar, 
trembling in evei-y limb, put her fingers in her ears. 
Just aw he offered his last cry, won to the city and the 
people!, adding: Wee to myself also! a largo stoue 
struck him, killing him immediately. 1 ) 

"I*t him lie, be hits got what he deserves for speak- 
ing against the templet and the holy city," one of the by- 
slanders said. "Kow any where is there a house about 
here in which wo can eat our fill? We will grip the 
people Who withhold their good lure from the brave de- 
fenders of Zion so tightly as to compel tliem to give up 
the key of their storerooms." 

One of the mob shouted out the name of nil opulent 
citizen on the market, aud the rabble with lourl Buooia 
rnalird in that direction. 

Thamar stepped up to the side of the dying man, 
who lay in a pool of Wood. She was just going- to send 
Nathaniel to feteh Sabbas, when she felt her arm grasped 
from behind. 

'ThisisThamar?,'' a voire inquired. "I do not want 
to take the old woman instead of the you iig one a eeoond 
rime." 

•) War* of the Jews VI. 5, ft. 
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"Giczi, what am you thinking- of to lay hold 0>f 
Thuuiar iu that manner!" Nathaniel crkil. 

"•Now I have niiulesure," Gied Bald. * 'The servant 
must do what his muster hiil.s him. Iii> not scream, my 
pretty maid, we are not going to murder you. On the 
contrary, I mn going to tako yon to a place) where there 
i.s plenty of good food lo lie had." 

Nathaniel was taken into custody also, and both he 
uikI Tbaniar were comluded. lo Ot*taubM ? botwe close 
by. There they were, told to wait until HkttttV came. 

As soon a» he appeared, Nathaniel Baked hjfl brother 
indignantly whether this was tbo way lie rewarded 
Thamar loT ilCT care of liilll. 

"1 cannot say she gave I ici sol I much trouble iu nurs- 
ing me," Efeaw answered sullenly. "She knows very 
well on "Whom she lavisle-d most of her care, Ilosides 1 
liavi> an old account Iu set lit! with her about that Cento- 

lion I.maius ami her own (light from the tomplc. And 
1 have sword to nay to you too. Amends roust be made 
lor your last olfanoa presently. Now holla of you come 
willi mo to the temple. Von ought to thank me on your 
knees for Inking you where you will be perfectly safe, 
and for the present at least in no, fear of starvation." 
Then turning to '1'humar he added sarcastically: 
"What, no thanks for such thou ghtful affection 1 Would 
you have me tutke the palo youtb with the languishing 
eyes, swecC Paulinus, as well I Oh yes, I know his 
name well enough, only I cannot pronounce it iu. such 
melting aeoonts na certain fair lips can. My tongue 
Is too stiff, too manly for that sort of thing." Theu 
changing his (one to u more conciliatory one*, he con- 
tinued : "Well, Rabbi BadOC'8 lovely daughter, I will be 
generous enough to overlook this and other little flirta- 
tions, for I shall look forward to claim you as my bride 
when I come out victorious from this tusslowith the 
Romans. I saw once that yon have a heart that can foci 
enthusiasm for a hero, the sav ior of his people." 

Without reSpoiidinR a single word, Thamar turned 
away from the heartless m:ui. Eleazar gave a scornlul 
laugh, and said: "Well, if I consent to take sweet 
Punliiins op to the temple too, you «m not Is- angry 
with me. I promise you not to lot hiiu out of my sight, 
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ami it will depend in a great measure on the way YOU 
behave to me, whether, and In what way I make him feel 
my vengeance. And I willtakeearc you donotplavme 
the same trick as you onoodfd with your tln« centurion. " 
Kncliel now entered the room and looked Rather em- 
barrassed when she saw the veiled woman. '-I do not 
know whether you are acquainted," Kleazar said, highly 
e^pomted at Tbamar's persistent silence. "This, 
Rachel, 18 Rabbi gadoS'fl daughter, who la destined to 
take your place as soon as 1 have leisure to write a bill 
of d ivorce for you. Or perhaps you can li ve under the 
same iwiiswb customary in our father Abraham's 
time. Jhis- daughter of Levi will supply with interest 
the beauty and wealth whteu yon lack. On the other 
hand, she might take a lesson from you in obedience 
and submi^ion. Well, that wtH come in time, wo must 
train her to it. Thntnar, let me introduce you to Rachel, 
who nnforlunately lias hitherto called herself my wife, 
but the lull of divorce is as good as written, and at the 
first hint from you, I will frnra her out of the house. I 
have neither children nor happiness to thank her for. 
Meanwhile Bee how yon can get on together, you the lily 
oi tue valley beside this withered old stick of flax." 

More provoked by the shameful rudeuess with which 
Kieawr treated ins lawful spouse than by any indhniitiea 
oU.-rcd to herself, Tl.an.ur went up to Bacliel mid took 
her hand kindly, eayiup: "tar lady, jou are much to 
In- pitied for being married to such an unfeeling wretch. 
Vo not bo afraid that I ahall ever under any considera- 
tion consent to unite myself to such a tyrant." 

u ,4 ^ T0L .'!^ m : lU ' pn * d0 not '> a ^ ^y husband too 
harshly," Rachel replied. "He used strong language, 
UM he often seems as hard as the breastplate he wears, 
but he has his good side. He is valiant, ho loves hi* 
nation, he can be really magnanimous. It is my fault, 
r assure yon, that we have not been happy together. 
Ton wilB know better how to please him, aml'l will serve 
yon as Uagar served Sara." 

"Dear Rachel, what you say does you great credit, 
and only shows your husband's baseness in stronger 
relief. I will love you ;is an older sister, but my creed 
alouo would forbid a closer alliance. Jesus of Nazareth 
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restored marriage to its original purity ; it is tlic union 
o* one man and one woman." 

While this conversation went on between Rachel and 
Til am sir ? Gieziliad conduced Caiuphns into the room. 
The old man, whose hands were IhuiimI, entered just as 
the last words were attend. His car Wight the name 
he liatcd and feared; his knees (ottered and with a 
quivering voice lie cried; "Jesus o( Jtfesaretb, who is 
Hpeukiugof Hiinf Has lie come lo Judgment on the 
clouds of heaven! Hide me from Him! limy me iu 
the bosom of the earth!: I cannot bear to MO Him!' 

"He Is not coming to judgment, old imbecile. He 
has been dead and burled lor thirly-acveu years," 

IHfUMW answered. 

"Buried if yon will. Joseph of Arliaawiafl mined 
Him, and we put a, seal on His sepulchre. Hut dead! 
Would that I could think he was .had; He rose again, 
only you must not lot any one fcnOW Hint. And He will 

come again on UwelondBot heaven— " 

"Those aro t.ho fancies of your diseased brain! Hold 
your tongue now or I will shut you up ugaiu in the 
vaults mid leave you there to die of hunger, instead of 
taking you with me Dp to Iho temple,' ' Kleazar Said With 
a threatening gesture. 

"To the temple, quite true, to offer the saenuee. 
Where is the linen ephod, the girdle of many colors, the 
violet tunic with the little bells of pure gold and the 
pomegranates ; where is the breastplate with the names 
Of the twelve tribes of Israel on the twelve p redone 
stones! Alas, alas, all is lost and gone! I dare no 
longer offer sacrifice since the day when the veil was rent 
and the dead appeared. Woe, woe, everlasting woe! 

"It is grievous to hear Iho old man,' ' Eleazar said, 
for the pitiable sight cut him to the heart, "hut I can- 
not consent to leave him here. We shall have to tie up 
his mouth, in order to get him Dp to the temple without 

attracting notice." ,..-.. 

"We will try what can be done with kindness," 

Giftzi answered; "You g«> on Brat, I will bring him up 

afterwards. Happily the sky is clear, for if ho saw 

clouds he would beffll) Ma nonsense again." 

ESeasar took Thamur by the hand and laying his 
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oilier h.'iad on Nathaniel's arm, He ordered Kachel and 
the others lo follow him. He led them through unfre- 
quented lanes and byways to the ruins of the Asraoncan 
i .: ';: -r-, and then along the subterranean passages that 
ran beneath the temple. In one of the cells that Were 
there he confined the crazy old man, giving the bey to 
Giezi, nud tilling him to provide the prisoner with food. 
He then asked Thamar »n<l Nathaniel if they would 
promise to make no attempt to escape, for in that case 
he would give them comfortable rooms with Rachel in 
one of the temple buildings above-ground; otherwise 
they must be imprisoned below with the old man. 

"O Thamar, let us bo above ground with Kacliel! 
There Wfl shall have light und air, Z shall go niad dowu 
here," Xathauicl nrged. 

Thamar hesitated for a minute, then she promised 
not to go hack to the ©Id part of the city. She saw no 
nse In flight., Since Elenzar was acquainted with tlioouly 
spot where she could take refuge, and certainly there 
was. no possibility of escape if slie was shut in one of 
those terrible vaults. 

Accordingly Elcazar conducted his brother and the 
two women to one of the wings of tho temple buildings, 
formerly occupied by the consecrated virgins. Tho 
ground floor ami the inner h fells adjoining Hie Court of 
the Women and tho Court of the J»rirst.s were apportioned 
to (lie Zealots, whose leaders inhabited (he chaml-era in 
the first story. Hut beneath the roof of the temple were 
about a dozen chambers shut off by a solid door, beyond 
which the rough soldiery were not allowed lo po. There 
old Phencuna lived in care and sorrow with it few faith- 
Jill companions; by far the greater number hail dispersed 
at the outbreak of d istu rbatiees like chaff before the wind. 
But the few that remained still endeavored to fulfil the 
duties of the service of the temple, even when tho pave- 
ment was dyed with blood and strewn with corpses. 

Rachel and Thamar were placed with these virgins, 
while Klcazar told Ins brother lie must either resume his 
former occupation of helping tho bakers, or if he pre- 
ferred, join tho ranks against the Romans. Nathaniel 
cho.se the humbler o Aire, not beeanso ho was afraid of 
fighting, but because he thought it would scarcely bo 
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right to resist ttio Roman«, since they eauie as the execu- 
tors of the di viuo judgments. 

Pheuenna demurred for :i I<hir time at receiving 
Tliamar again, as kIio could not approve the reasons 

which had induced her to take flight. N« could she 

understand how ber former favorite could have become a 

Christian. Yet gradually nho became unniatiiinwl to the 
change; and indeed she began beraoll to www, when 
she beheld how at riklhgty the tenlbla propbeolM attend 

by Christ were fulfilled. A new sphere «■! activity was 
now opened to Thaiunr. Besides the i orporal workHOf 
mercy which Hho 8(ill had opportunity t<> practice on lie- 
half of the wounded, she practised one ol the Bpintaal 
works of mercy in rojpinl to Iht ohl uijht.r«s», Kacfael 
and the others : "Instructing ihe ignorant*'' 
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Wpim* tii us deHiibM the in mine (Wan of me jews, v. io.) 
"There was no corn (a* early Mjoua)wmeTi anyway allowed 
pulilicly, l»ul the KaitUMl SUM roaning mio and ftcaifimiK 
men's private houses; if they found none, they tormented them 
worse, becnuse they supposed they ha* I more carefully concealed 
il... Many there were indeed wlio sold nil they hud for one 
measure of coin; il wasol wheat, if they were of tlie richer class, 
bat of barley if they were of tli« poorer. When these had so 
done, they shut themselves up in Hie inmost rooms of their 
house, and cat with avid ity the com they had gotten ; some with- 
out grindiiiK it by reason of the extremity of the want they were 
in ... It WW a miserable case, and one that would lastly brine 
tears into our eves, bowmen stood as to their food ; the more 
powerful had more than enough, nud the weaker were lament. tajf 
for wa nt of it. Hut the famine was destructive to all good feel- 
ing, and to nothing so much a* to modesty, in so much that 
children pulled the very morsels Hint their fathers were calinjj 
out of their mouth*, atid. what wa* more to be pitied, so did 
(BOthenW to their infants: and wlim those that were moat deal 
to them were perllhlna, under their hands, the* were not 
ashuurd tm:d;e ii .mi iht-iiitliv y«j last flropa that nah v u ~- 
serve their lives . . . Many POOT clti/.ens ci epl out o>f the city by 
night a« far as the Roman out pouts. W> Rather IODM plimls and 
herbs that Brew wild ; and when they thought ihey tind got clear 
of the enemy, they fell into the hands of their own people, who 
snatched from them what they had brought with" tlieuu even 
while they entrcalrd them, calling upon (he name of God, to 
o-ivc them back some part. ..It is impossible to «o distinctly 

over every instance of their iiiinuily, I shall therefore speak 

my mind briefly; "Never did any other city suffer such 
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CHAPTER 46. 
The great Sortie. 

As soon as it was apparent to Titos that in spito of 
the grand parade of troops and the persuasions Of Jose- 
phu-s, the besieged were fully resolved not to surrender, 
lie ordered the asfviult to be made ou the tower of An- 
tonia. Four legions were to advance upon it simulta- 
neously, a fifth vafl lo remain in reserve. The legions 
labored with incredible ardor each at his own share of 
llio embankment they were raising, and on the seven- 
teenth day it was brought np to the foot of the fortress, 
although the soldiers had been greatly harassed and 
hindered in their work by the missiles of all kinds 
that were cast at them, and by the frequent minor sallies 
miule by the Jews. Now the engines for battering the 
walls were to be brought up ami the attack was to be 
begem. 

The besieged had not been inactive while these 
operations were going on. The constant discharge of 
darts and stones from the machines of which they had 
more than three hundred, and which they had learnt to 
ase with great ^kill , and the occasional sallies of which 
mention lias bw-n made, were little more than a- blind, 

intended to divert attention from the great blow they 

were preparing. 

"We mast andcrmiue their works, " Eleazar had said 
to John of Gischala, one day when ho wag standing be- 
side hira on the roof of the north-west tnrret of the 
Antonia, tower, looking at the embankment in course of 
construction. ''Though only just commenced, it is easy 
to determine with accuracy the four points towards 
which they will l»e bronght up." 

"That certainly requires no preternatural wisdom 
for they always construct the bants in a straight line. 
But how and where are we to nnderminc thern!" 

"By a snbtcrranean parage under the foundationR," 
(526) 
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"And have oair walla full down upon us, before the 
Romans begin to bring their bath-ring- ram 8 to bear On 
them!" 

"Nothing of the sort. Let a narrow tunnel be bored 
beneath one of tlio Btonefl that nm Iwcuty cubits wide, 
so as to leave ample support, fur it on cither side. Be- 
yond the walls underground gaiterlai Qan h« made, till 
we get beneath tlie embankment." 

"And pray how will you know hi I hi! dark when yon 
hare got underneath Iheiul" 

"We shall hear that, The minors will he able to tell 
when the Komans an- ill work over their heads, then 
they need only proceed in a straight line, and undermine 

the bank as lar as possible. Of rmnw the, ground must 
bo underpinned villi crossbeams as W6 Kdiin, Kinally, 
a quant it y ot wood, daulied h iiU pilch and litlumi'ii. immt 
be carried in. ami when the Uoman.s bring up their bat- 
tering-rams overhead, we will mI I lie whole nil lire, and 
you shall liavo the sxtiwiaeluin i»f seeing the earth 
swallow (hem up, together wild their dhilHtlicnl ma- 
chines." 

"If words wotiUl ae-coniplish your purpose, you 
would linve swallowed I licm up, one and all, long ago!" 
the Galilean answered with an Inen-dulooa uir. 

Eleasar'fi dark eyes ahot nil angry look at him. But 
be controlled hia temper, and said : "Let inn attempt it 
at any rate. If the plan fails, it will have cost nothing; 
but the labor expended on It, and I wilt undertake that 
with, my Zealots." 

"And. what if the wall yon have undermined fall 
int" 

"If so, you may hail me alive to the door of the 
temple!" 

"Very well. Set to work then with your Zealots. 
Bat mark my words: if the wall given way, yon will die 
by my band, as surely as 1 hope for I ho salvation of 

Israel." 

Eleazar lost no time in l»eginning< (o liore the tunnel- 
Day and night the work ma carried on wutor his super- 
intendence. Fresh relays of workmen were ready to 
relieve their comrades at intervals, and long before the 
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bank* were brought up to the foot of the walls, he hud 
carried the mine beyond them, and could ascertain from 
Mm; noise the Romans made in driving piles into llm 
ground above his Lead, the direction the- HUlitemim iin 
passages were to take. Ho had carried on bis opera 
lions for a distauco of some three hundred furlongs (173 
yards) when Titus, having completed the banks, brought 
up the heavy portable towers with the battering-rams. 

While the Jiomana were already exulting over the 
success, of their enterprise, Eleaxar once more stepped 
np to John of Gischala on the flat roof of the fortress, 
aud with proud assurance announced to him that within 

an boor or two the tanks would fall iu. The Galilean 

merely shrugged his shoulders, and would, nut vouchsafe 
Eleazar BO much aw a look. 

"Yon may belicvo moor not as yon please," the Jew 
retorted, "so long as you will give your men orders to 
hold themselves in readiness to make a sortie together 
with my followers. Ben Giorag shall also be apprised 
of what is to occur. If we do bat attack the lComaus 
with oar united forces before they recover from the con- 
fusion which the destruction of the hanks will produce, 
wo shall nndonbtcdty succeed not only in demolishing 
their works, but in putting their whole, army to rout." 

"Very good, f will have my men ready, and send 
word to Simon, ho that they may nil langli you to neoni 
for a blind mole, if your burrowing proves a failure," 
tho Galilean answered, giving at the same lime the 
necessary orders to his troops. As soon as Kleazar saw 
them drawn up in order of battle, he gave the signal to 
tire the mine. 

The embankment was alive with Romans who, pro- 
tected by their shields, were drawing their towers nearer 
anil nearer to the walls. John had the heavy stones 
wherewith he intended] to shatter the pent-houses under 
the shelter of which the enemy worked, lifted up on to 
the battlements, continuing meanwhile, to discharge 
volleys of missiles from his engines. 

"Well, how much longer is it to bet Will the banks 
soon fall hit When are the Romans to go down to bell 
like Core and his company t" finch were the questions 
lie hept asking Kleazax iu a mocking maimer. 
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At first Eleazftr took lim i-outvmpl very cooly. Bat 
altera time he bib his lips, mid could scarcely conceal 
the uneasiness he. fell. An hour hud already passed 
since he gave the signal lo ignite (he combustibles, and 
asyetiiosigu of a coiilhij- ration woa perooptible- 

"Thcro is the end of yoni bowtdmr!" Urn Galilean 
exclaimed. "Sow go yourself and Ml lEcnUioraH what 
a brilliant Success you" have oahteved by your burrow- 
ing;!" 

Almost :is lie uttered the. words, a tenilie! crash was 
heard, followed by loud cries, M OM »f Ilia (sinks for 
the length of about a hundred yards suddenly colla|ised, 
all the men and machinery upon it I •- - i 1 1 ; - swallowed up 
in il." ground. A (hi-ek olotfcd ol doefl and snmkn rose 
up,iortlio euilh Unit fell in partly stifled the Militcr- 

rauean (in- : but in a few moments Hie llaiin-.s leapt up, 

catching lim hurdles and ivomiviork id thoouihuiikment, 

an well as the cross-lieains and Hie. VOOden lowers, so 
that these liciug ignited, I he vrholt VH soon in a blaze. 
At the first sound made by tlm falling inoftho banks 
Ete&Zttr uttered a shout al triumph, whieli was re-echoed 
from lim towers and rampart*. "What tin you Hay now, 
yon Galilean fool 1 Sow do you bcu what tho blind 

males have done!" lie cried (o John ol Gisebnla. 

Ueforo the latter could recover from his astonish- 
ment, to right and left a second and u third bank fell in 
with a prodigious noise. 

"Up aud at fclicm!" Elcazar shouted. "Now the 
Lord of Hosts is with ub of a truth! The Lord is a 
mighty warrior! Sow the day of His vengeance bus 
come upou llisadversuriissl Sow wo will destroy tlicro 
with the Hume of lire and the edge, of the sword! Follow 
mo to victory or to death!" 

Such were the words Btaasai addressed to bis Zealots 
Who, ready armed for buttle, nn-hed willi him «t their 

head, against the Romans, on whom great consternation 
had fallen. The Galileans followed, uhllo from the 
gates of the Upper city Si moil's bands poured forlh, to- 
gether with a host oi Iduuieaiis. Marvels of valor, of 

almost fool-hardy daring, wore performed. Heedless oi 

danger, Ibo Jem threw tbcmsclvrs among their foes US 
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eagerly as if they were going to join in feasting and the 
£S?' «'n ?& 8ao ^1 i» »ttlnB fire to tL wm 
^uk, which tho uhderinining had failed to destroy. 
1 lie Romans seeing the flames, came running up to am 

of tho flre; but the Jews dashed through the d aiDm 

SSS ' b , h 5 d ,°' th ° **I»«<* war, and helj uLn S 
although the iron part of them had become r«l hot. The 
Are continued to spread, and tho Romans, despairing of 

workf "KTf * aDd 8eeiUg D ° *5 ° f «'vW their 
works, withdrew to tlie camp. ') b 

JS"E tl,0 " ,, " ^«lBI«ar. "Who waateagood 

ram Jh £u2 am *"*?*»* >" ^ camp ready cooked 
enough to last many a day." ' 

£ s2 ^t a i befa " 1 en ^ e work lie had ^'"'PHshed at 
tho cost ©f so much, labor. Calling oat the reset™ 

cipJme and ordinary courage seemM unable u> cope with 

w?2?i fUr J ?. a *« lB »*«d *«e besieged. They tonX 
hand to hand, Ihuging themselves without any caution 
upon the pom ts ol the enemy's gpesis, dragging he 
Soldaers with theu. to the ground.!) Se BoSttltaS 

Uw fortifications of their adversaries' camp, urged on 

SllivScc ° XCltemeJ "' *""*** »»*» Hnd 'd^ir of 

tojaniin had been looking out from the wall of the 

wS M m V" e ?& wa ^ hi »B «W ^e white doves 
winch the Mother of God had loved ; but or. hearing the 
no.se and the shouts that arose when the Iwnki gave 

back to the general',, tent, whore the tribune ilaei us lay 
thiKl. g a Te ' y Pai " fal mtmi °» °' the right 

ben rfSSw?! JewS T b T rin * thft work8 ' and naffl - 

hers or pe*ple are running about iu eoufusion between 
here and the city," the boy exclaimed, 

•) Jowpoua V. II, fl, 
*) Ibid. 
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"Surely the sentinels have not left their posts! 
Roach me my sword, boy, and help me to huckle on my 
armor. I must try if I cannot dray myself to the en- 
trenchments." 

Benjamin lent his aid, and taming on a lance, the 
tribune managed to limp the short distance to (he wall 
of the camp. The gales were guarded as usual, no ex- 
traordinary precautions against as surprise had been 
taken. Lucius took in the situation :il a ulunec; I»y 
means of a trumpeter, he summoned all the sold iers who 
were present in the camp, engaged in various duties, to 
tho spot, and bade them betake themselves some to tho 
fortifications, others to (he oatApalt* widen stood ready 

Tor use. Scarcely had be done *<», when |h« Jews, 

breaking through the Roman lines, rushed pell-mell to- 
wards the camp. 

"Look, do you see that big fallow, the foremost of 
all, that is HltiASar,'' exclaimed Itciijuiniu, who was 
standing at l'/Heiiis' side. Almost . as he spoke, the leader 
of the Zealots was seen. t<» fall, severely wounded, ltllt 
this did OOt arrest tlie progress Of liiM followers; onward 
they ruHhedl over liis prostrate body, heedless of tho 
missiles that heat upon them like, hailstones in a storm. 
Some of them were so rash as to leap into the trench, 
and dash themselves with frenzied eagerness ajn»iust t^he 
fortifications, winch they were impotent to scale. How- 
ever tho mad fury of the Zealots soon if pent itself when 
they encountered the cool, determined resistance of the 
guards. They fell l»y Inindreds, and hoiug attacked on 
both sides by the cohorts Titus brought tip, they were 
reluctantly compelled to retreat with heavy losses. The 
fierce Romans pursued them U* the fifty gates, and those 
fugitives who did not arrive in time to gain admittance 
were cut down without mercy. Quarter was neither 
asked nor granted. 

Titus rode back to tho camp in no very pleasant 
humor. The labor of throe weeks had been rendered 
fruitless, and his loss in men and La engines of war was 
great. "One or two more such sorties," lie observed to 
Joaephus, who was riding beside Inia, "and we shall 
have to make an ignominious reheat. Your countrymen 
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nn» more (Earing and reckless of their lives than any men 
I ever met with. 1 ' 

"They are desperate, Caesar, and desperadoes are 
generally placed in confinement," the apostate answered. 

"By Jupiter you are right," the General replied, 
"I must close them in with a wall. Bee there, Ourfriend 
Lucius Flavus, who regardless of his injured limb, Bias 
hastened to the outposts to de-lend the camp.. That is 
what I call really praiseworthy." 

"It was well (hat ho did so, General," said the cen- 
turion of the guard, "it the tribune hail not come, I be- 
lieve those madmen would have stormed the camp!" 

Titus sprang from his horse. "Allow uic, Tribune," 
he said, offering his arm to Lucius, "to help you back 
to the tent. It is Hie least I eun do to testify the satis- 
faction yon have given me." 

Tbia act on the General's part elicited a murmur of 
approval from the soldiers. '-If 1 arrived on tlie ram- 
parts at an opportune moment, you have to thank my 
little friend here for it, since it WU he wbo called me to 
my post," Lucius replied. 

"What can I give you in reward lor this service! 
There are no toys to be had in the camp." 

Benjamin thought for a moment. "I should like — 
oh stop, I know now what I will auk for. I should very 
miieh like to have a, sack of corn, to send to my friends 
in tho pity." 

"It would bo better to send word to them to come 
out to us, If you can get a message taken to them. I 
have sworn that I would spare the life of no Jew, but 
an exception shall he made in favor of your friends. It 
will not do to send corn to them, the chnncea are that it 
would never get to them, and if it did, they would soon 
be robbed of it." 

The boy acknowledged that the General was right. 
and thanked him for his kind promise. "I shall ven- 
ture to remind you of it when you take tho city," ho 
said, and then followed Lucius to his tent. 

Titus immediately after sent for the s-oothsayi-r 
Quaitiia Qucruliis, who, without being asked, had that 
morning informed him that tho porleuts found tit the 
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■entrails ol the sacrificial victims were highly favorable. 
The iuiposLer bad taken fur granted that the ltoiuaus 
would Boeceed in drawing Hie battering- rams op to the 
walls of the- An Ionia tower in tin' eou»S of the day and 
lie hoped by Ibis forecast to gain favor with Titus, as lie 
liad with Uie credulous Vespasian. Now thai all bad 
turned out &o differently to whal Inn niiliripalcd, the 
soothsayer prudently kept in the Iwickgroiiud, and very 

much against MB will he Followed the Qoton, who came 

to conduct Iiim to the Commander's pn'wiiw, "Miser- 
able deceiver* What made >«.u pudiH. good fortune for 
mo today T If yon dare to mislead me in this way again, 
the lictore' reds shall te;u'ti yon how t-> learn your ails 
better!" Such were the angry winds whcn-willi Titus 
greeted the delinquent, whoM bloated countenance 
showed, that he w:ts a iimrv U'uloaa VOtHT «f B&QC&LUB 
Ilia: ; of Jupiter. 

But the raflonl hail an answer ready. Kiiisin^ his 
"watery eyes to heaven, In* exclaimed! "O ye immortal 
gods! Hclmhl lliu blindness of tlie koiih of ejirlh! Kven 
this man, the offspring of 1lu» divine Vespasian fails to 
discern the good fortune, winch you, graciously accept- 
ing the saemtees 1 offered, destined for hhs portion. 
Anil yet you preserved his life from imniiuent peril, yon 
guarded the camp when danger threatened, and finally 
gave victory to his anas." 

Vexed as In; was, Titus could not refrain from smil- 
ing at tJiis subterfuge. "Well," lie said, "I suppose 
this time I wust let you off. But Itewarc bow yon again 

prophesy to me suHi good fortune as has fallen to my 

lot today; otherwise you may count yourself Ineky if it 
is only your back that makes acquaintance with the 
lictor's rods, not your neck with the headman's axe!" 

Quart ns Querulns made hifl oljeisuuee with the best 
grace be could, ami was about to withdraw, lo seek 
■consolation from tlie winctlnguii, when the arrival of a 
troop of cavalry befoin I lie (ti'iicrat'ri tent, induced him 

to delay his departure awhile. The horscnicu were 
bringing in a large Dumber of prisoners. 

These unfortunate individuals had taken advantage 
of tlie sortie on the north side of the city to make good 
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their encapc through the Gate of the Essenes in the 
direction of Hebron. But instead of tlie Sheik Murdoch, 
whom they supposed to be in that vicinity, and whoso 
protection they hoped to obtain by nieams of a bribe, 
they fell in with a band of Roman horse, who were 
making a circuit of the city to cut off convoys bringing 
supplies. The officer in command drove the women and 
children buck to the city, while the men, bound and 
fastened in couples like cattle on their way to the sham- 
bles, were conducted to the- camp. Most of them seemed 
to have resigned themselves to their tale with stoical 
serenity. They did not expect that ftieir lives would be 
spared, and a<iuick, though a violent death appealed 
preferable to the lingering torture of starvation. 

One man only, an old beggar, clad in dirty, ragged 
garments, and driving before him an nss laden with two 
sacks of hay, behaved like one demented. He cast him- 
self at the Centurion's feet, and plteously entreated him 
to Let him go with his ass. 

"By Hercules, most excellent Caesar," the officer 
Baid as he related the occurrence, "it is not my way to 
show myself tender-hearted. Bnt the old beggar really 
amused me, and I was going to let hlin go, as he clung 
so tenaciously to his miserable existence, with the 
women audi children back to the city ; he would make a 
suitable protector for them. Of course I meant to keep 

the ass with the fodder, since we eould make use of it. 

Thereupon Hie old wretch set up such cries and lamen- 
tations, offering me a pnrse of gold pieces, which he 
pulled from under his rags, if" I would let him take Ihe 
beast with him, that I began to suspect that there was 
something more in the sacks than, chopped straw. Sure 
enough, their weight betrayed the secret. In the mo nl h 
and along the sides there was nothing but straw, but in 
the middle they were filled with bright sold pieces, all 
of the temple coinage. Her© is the old man and his 
treasure." 

So saying the Centurion thrust forward Ananus, the 
son of Caiaphas — for the old mendicant was none other 
than he — while at the same time the soldiers dragged 
the two sacks up before the general, and emptied their 
glittering contents on the ground at his feet. 
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At the eight of the gold, llm soothsayer stretched out 
both bis hands towards it. "<_> ye gods!" he exclaimed, 
"they say the ©mens were deceptive] And now at least 
tea talents') of pore gold ft« laid a* your feet, O Caesar! 
Methinks yon ought to be veryKrnfceftu to the gods, and to 
their minister who foretold the good link awaiting yon!" 

"It is not mine, it does not her.nng to ine, as I live, 
it 1b part Of the treason* of Ihr temple." rrirri Aimnu*, 
almost beside himself at, tin- sight of the gold, Hie idol 
he worshipped. What hud he not ilmii* in order to 
acquire possession of UabbJ Kadne's wealth I Who* had 
he not done U> coneeal his f:illn-i'.i rii-bls! What risky 
had he not incurred for the Mtkeol getting at least a 
part of his ill-got ton gains to some plaiw of safety! And 
HOW he K*w all cast at the feet of the defeated Roman, 
and ho howled with rag" mid despair. 

Titus saw through him. "It i* H>" H°hl "> r l ; he 

temple," he said, "and you have stolen It. ( 'rueify 

him! Cruelly him and every one of hia confederates! I 

have Shown quite, enough leniency to this town, too 
much in fuel. Henceforth it shall make oxporieiire of 
the true Itoman virtue, inflexible sevrrity. Take* them 
all away and nail them to the crosses at Once, lieforc the 
walls of Jerusalem !" 

"My lord, there are eight hundred of theml Whcre- 
ever are we to find wood to make so many crosses 1" 
the Centurion ventured to say. 

"Hang np a couple of them at ■ time, one before and 
one behind. And if all the Umber is cut down abont 
hero, bring it from a distance, however far yon may 
have bo go for it. We shall want timber also for the 
new banks, which i»to to bo commenced tomorrow. 
Take Ihem away, to the eroHS with (hem. And give 
the place of honor to this sacrilegious Uriel." 

Ben Caiaphas burst into insane bushier, more un- 
pleasant to bear than his former lamentations, ''Crucify 
him, crucify! What a joke! That is the cry we raised, 
when I was a young fellow not more than twenty TOOTS 
old, and we forced Pontius Pilate to put the M»»irit« to 
death. But give me just a handful of gold, only one or 
two pieces — " 

') About ltf,WQ, 
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A roar of laughter from tlio rude soldiery drowned 
the pifcons accents of the speaker, wlio was dragged 
away with the others lo he (wourg«Ml and crucified. 

Titus reentered his tent. Lucius and Benjamin, 
standing within, had witnessed what had occurred, Tlie 
boy wanted to throw himself at the General's feet, and 
implore him to pardon the man, at whose hand he 
had onee suflerod such cruel tieatinenl. Hut Lucius 

restrained him. "It is no uae now," he said, "Titus 

is Wo much irritated by the Iohhcs be has sustained; 
when lie J ins calmed down a little, I will try if I can 
persuade him to show mercy." 

This Lucius did, bnfc to no purpose. The austere 
liomau was not to i>e touched. The increasing horrors 
of famine daily induced many to leave the city, often 
five hundred or even more. They were all crucified. 
The crosses stood in long- rows in the val ley of Josaphut , 
alongside the biiwk Cedron, and on the liiils lo the west 
and south ; tho nulmjtpy victims were nailed or bouud 
to them lit all imaginable positions liy the soldiery. 

When Lucius exjtostufated with Titus about this cru- 
elty, he answered that he permitted it in the ho]>e that 
Ibe sight might perhaps induce the Jews to surrender. 
Ik-sides, the soldiers engaged in hard labor, needed 
some diversion [o lake the place at theamphilliCJttre and 
circus. It was not his Intent ion to lend bis ear to these 
newfangled christian ideiis, but lo cany on flu- war in 
the old Itoumu fashion, and therefore he forbade any 
further objections being raised to his decisions. 

Thus the tribune was reluctantly compelled to desist 
from any farther attempt to intercede on behalf of the 
uuf ordinate Jews. "How stern and unfeeling pnganlnnt 
renders every man of good and noble Kentiments, like 
Titus, who is called the darling of mankind," be said lo 
Benjuiuiu. "We see how needful it was that the Son of 
God should bring the religion of charily, of mercy down 
from heaven to earth." 

Benjamin could not understand how anyone could lie 
so cruel. He fell at Titus* feet and besOQgbt him to 
have compassion on the crowds of prisoners. "Bleased 
are the mereifnl, for they shall obtain mercy," he *iid 
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with tears in his eyes to the General. Titos eomiuei idetl 
the l)tiy for his courage to ploswliug for L>is country - 
|«ople, but refused iiniiaticntly to listen lo him. "I 
wuut no mercy shown ni-e, either by gods or men," he 
proudly aaaerted. "I do justice, aud if I do not merit 
fame and success, let the gods withhold it from me. I 
am not goiuK to obtain it by lagging;. Go away child, 
and let mo hear no more of these absurd Christian doo- 
triuns. Keiuembcr that I aiu a ltoiuan." 

Lucius and Benjamin did not trouble Titus with any- 
more petitions. But the sentries oltaii informed their 
commander that they might be seen sit night going the 
round of the crucified sufferers, giving them water to 
quench their thirst, while the boy spoke to them in their 
own tongue; and soim-lime* it BeemCd as if lllO trilmiil! 
even poured water on their hearls. 

"i^'t. them alone, 11 Titna answered t«> the twnturion 

•who yavr him this iiifoniiiil urn. And lo hiiiist'll be said: 
'•What slraiige p«Op» thewe Christ bins am! I wonder 

whether this religion, which make* nun *<» wi-ak and 
soft-hearted, will over make proselytes of our posterity. 
If so, what will become of the ltoiuan empire." 

IJote to Chapter 46. 
Page 636.— The deserters used lo swallow pieces ol gold and 
iewelalll order to »ave thcin. When this artifice became known, 
the unfortunate men were cut open, ami their bowels searched 
for these treasure*. Josephus ascribes these barbarities t« the 
Syrian and Arabian mercenaries, adding : "Mo miserybefel tin- 
Jew* more miserable ttinn this; since in one night about 2,000 
of ibese deasertcrs were thus dissected.'*' (Wars V, 13. 4.) 

Page 636. — Concerning the ■crucifixion of the prisoners Jose- 
ph"* *ays: "The severity of the fsttllillG forced tlll'lll at last to 
depart out of the city. H they were taken they defended iheni- 
selves lor (cat ol being punished; mid after thry had fought. 
Ihcy thonght il too hit* to make any supplication* for mercy; so 
Ihcy were first aCOUtgcd and then tormented With all sorts of 
tortures before they iticd, mid were then crucified before the 
W*U of the Ctty. This miserable procedure made 1 ilus , K rcatly 
to pity tbem, for they caiiKhl five hundred Jews every day. mid 
some 'daws even more. . . The Midlers, out of haired -ind wrnlh 
they 1"»r« the Jews nailed those they caught, one after one way 
and one after another lo lb c crosses by way of jcs.1 ; their mult i- 
tudewasso great Hint room was wanting fur I lie crosses, and 
crosses wauting for the bodies." (V. 11, r.) 



CHAPTER 47. 
The Council oi War. 

In the beginning of June, Titus gave orders to build 
a -wall all round the city. The length of this wall 1U 
thirty-nine fnrlongs, (about five miles) at intervals of 
three in r longs a square tower was em;tc«l, so that when 
the whole was completed, there were thirteen of these 
forts, the breadth of which added ten furlongs to the 
length of the whole, making it up to between six and 
seven English miles. It was constructed with the stones 
of the whIIs and houses that had been demolished. 
Considering its great length, it is difficult to believe, as 
Joseph us asserts, that this work was finished in three 
days. 1 ) 

Titus put garrisons in the thirteen forts, and the 
intervening spaces were patrolled by detachment** of 
armed men; the General and the superior officers going 
in turn round the walls by night to observe how the 
watch was kept, 1 ) 

By this arrangement, every possibility of introducing 
supplies into Jerusalem was precluded, and the misery 
caused by Ihe famine readied its climax. The inhabi- 
tants died of starvation by hundreds. II hail long since 

become impossible to inter the dead bodies, they were 
thrown out of the gates, or cast down from the rocky 
heights into the valleys below. Out of cue gate alone 
no fewer than 115,880 corpses were carried between tho 
14lh April and 1st Jane, as the keeper of the gale him- 
self testified. JoHcphus estimates tho entire number of 
bodies that were thrown out at six hnndred thonnand.») 
When they could no longer be carried out, they were 
laid in heaps in the empty bouses, and shut up; thus 
the city becum e a huge Bcpulclire, fall of rottenness and 

*) Wars of the Jews, V. 12, 2. 

*) Ibid. 

•) Ww* of the Jews, V, IS, 7. 
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putrefaction. And the burning rays of an eastern sun 
beat upon it all day loog, from u sky tliut spread above 
like a slii«-l-l of frlowhiy brass. 

Sometimes the Homnna thought no one was left alive 

in Jerusalem, surh wart the profound silcueo Unit, reigned 
witliin the wallH. Vet day by day the smoke of the 
daily Sacrifice was seen fo ascend from the temple, and 
the sound of the trumpet duly proclaimed tlie cuni- 
menceuient of the Sabbaths and leal i vain. And if Uio 
Koinans dared to approach nuar to tin- walla or lowers, 
a hundred warriors started up on thfl ramparts, and 
assailed the euemy with a volley of darls, POP to m p tO- 
ously rejecting every invitation lo surrender. 

At length the middle of July was reai-hed. One 
evening, at the close of one ol tilOM Rowing clays which 
followed one nitoHicr h» endless succession, Titus re- 
turned to the camp with n gloom? expression on his 

countenance. "Wa muri pat mi end lu this, huatneta," 

he said lo Lucius Flavus, "or the pesiiu-iiee will drive 
us from the vieinity of thin gwl-f»rmkel oily." 

"The new banks are already so far advanced that in 
a few days the haltering- rams can be brought into play," 
the tribune answered. 

"To be again swallowed up iu the ground, and burnt 
to ashes!" the General rejoined. 

"I do not think so," Lucius replied. "We have 
undertaken counter-operations, and today we succeeded 
in undermining one of the gigantic stones of the founda- 
tion. I was on the spot myself, and could not hear the 
besieged at work on either side, although 1 put my ear 
to the ground." 

"SO pinch the "better; we will delay mo longer. As 
soon as a breach is made, if only wide enough for ono 
man to force his way through, we will noon Is; through 
the gap. You shall head the scaling-party, as I prom- 
ised you." 

At that moment a centurion entered, tossy that av 
troop of horsemen were approaching from fioplma, in 
the midst of which au Amazon was bo be seen. 

"That is Berenice," Titus exclaimed. "Come Lucius, 
we will ride out to uioet her," 
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I. firms, who since the commencement of the siege 
hail attended the. General iu the capacity of adjntuitl, 
could hardly refuse to aceompauy him on this occasion, 
illsiiintofnl as it was io him to do so. He therefore- 
followed Titus, who having called for his purple mantle 
ami gilt helmet, mounted a richly-caparisoned charger 
and rodo out of the J*ecumaua Gale. As he pmd 
through, he gave orders to prepare a splendid reception 
for the Princess. 

As soon as Berenice canght sight of the General, she 
galloped forward Homcwhut iii advance ol her escort, to 
greet him. "Did you ever see a more beautiful, a more 
Hiagmaeent woman!" Titus said to Lucius, who was at 
his Hide. "Look how well she sits her horse, bow 
well the golden breast-piaic, the glittering helmet on 
her floating locks, bccouio her Btyle of beauty," 

Luc iiie was glad that Titus pnt spurs to his horse, 
and without awaiting an answer, hastened forward to 
meet tbe Princess. He followed at a short distance, 
and remarked how Tit us, with the earn of a consummate 
horseman, wheeled his charger round to Berenice's aide 
ami gave her his ham! . The tender g3auce, the bewitch- 
ing smtle wherewith she welcomed tbe Kmperor's eon, 
did not escape his observant eye. 

•'New that Minerva hue coane, " he heard tbe General 
Say. "Mars must Barely Im> victorious." 

"Arcs the destroyer ran conquer without the aid of 
Pal Ins Athene," she laughingly rejoined. 

"I am not no sure of that. Force must combine wilh 
wisdoiu if victory is to be obtained." 

"I imagined that you had as good as conquered, and 
I came not so much to aid the combatant na to crown 
the victor, and," she added, lowering her voice, "to re- 
ceive from him a crown iu exchange for Hie wrcalh ; you 
know, when you place the circlet on my brow, it must 
be by the light of the flames (hat consume Jerausalem." 
As she ultered these words llenenfco looked in Lucius' 
direction; Bhe instantly recognized him, and a shade of 
embarrassment; was discernible in her manner, How- 
ever she merely acknowledged tha military salute or her 
former favorite with » djsbtuti bow, and behaved as if 
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Bhc li;id never seen him before. The tribune was well 
content that she should meet htm as ii Htraiiger, and he 
Iield himself as tor aloof Fro in the two princely person- 
ages as military etiquette permitted. 

"At any rate, my dear Titus," Berenice went on, 
"you, must allow iw; to present invwlt heft mi you as a 
suppliant on behalf of my dear native land. Of coarse 
it is only Just and rigid. Unit you should make \v:iron 

those miserable rebels, :md anuihihile ( linn. Itnt what 

has the country dona (hut yimr Bohliera hIhhiUI devushde 
it in this manner 1 I it; illy do not kii<*w it again j for 

alKint ninety furlongs 1 ) my way has I through a tmct 

of country of which toe whole Mpeot if* ulu-rly Cbangedi 
.liiilca, that 1 love tso well, mora cspeeuiliy the Immedi- 
ate environs of Jerusalem, wore otiee it vi*rv paradiso. 
fair and fertile. On all sides our saw pleasant gardens, 
country ImtiMcs, vineyards., olivc-Kiovrs, t\% I ires and 
poniPwrniialcN laden with ii.ni, well wooded heights, 
shady walk* and plantations, siniliiiu meadows and 
p>iclnrcK(jii« hamlets. Nmv all Im laid waste! The houses 
are demolished. I ho uvea and shrubs' are all out down. 1 ) 
One iiii -hi fancy oneself in the desert sooner than in the 
hind (iotl has blessed, tlie land once flowing with milk 
and Iwney." , 

"What you say is only (oo true,"" Titus replied. "I 
a>in very sorry for it myself, hut your obstinate fellow- 
countrymen ■compel me lo act in this way. They burnt 
my entrench incuts, and now my soldiers have had to 
cut down the trees for a radios «( ninety furlongs to get 
timlwr for the new works, which am now liiibshwl. 
Well, ]H*aee must restore what war has destroyed. Itnt 
there are worse Iiorrors which you will have to- witness. 
It is reckoned that there are half a million iitilmried 
corpses, which lio rotting beneath this llery sun. And 
by the pods! I really think the stench of (hem is ]>er- 
ceptible here." 

Bemiiro turned pale, and said; "It is w>, I noticed 

it, but 1 did not know what il was. However 1 was 

quite prepared for something of Hie kind, ami Klpis has 



') Bctwrcn eleven and twelve miltji. 
») Joscphns. VI. 1. 
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brought oil of spiltenard and some other choice perfumes 
for you. Take my handkerchief, the scent on it is Still 
wet." 

"And make myself a laughing-stock to all my sol- 
diers! Many thanks for yonr kind tboughtfulness; for 
two wliole months I Lave been exposed to the stench, 
although r must own, it gets more intolerable every day. 
Hut Mnlly, though 1 am delighted to see yon here, yon 
h:u( better go back to Qophna. The spectacle presented 
by the walls of Jerusalem is not one for wo men to Bee; 
it is bad enough for men, Kotbiiig but putrefying 
corpses everywhere! I will contrive to see if I can pay 
you a visit now and ajiaiii in Qophna." 

"Not a sight for women, yon Kay," rejoined Berenice 
pouting. "You mean Ordinary women, I suppose; you 
forget that the future consort of a hero has nerves of 
steel." 

"What an actress the woman iaV Lucius said to 
himself. 

"Jnet as you please. I am only afraid leat it should 
make you ill. At least hold yonr perfumed baudkerchief 
to your face," Titus answered. 

The camp was. reached by this time. At the Porta 
Deriuiiana Hie superior officers, amongst them Antiochiis 
of Commagene, and other commanders of the auxiliary 
forces, wcreawaitinglhettcucral and his affianced bride, 
■nd the musicians received them with a fanfare of trum- 
pets. The- broad pathway leading through the Centre 
of the camp was lined villi soldiers, who greeted the 
distinguished visitor with acclamations and a military 
salute. The haughty Amazon in her gilded ooat-of-mafl 
drew herself up to her full height, and made the elegant 
Arab mare she rode keep pace to the time of the mili- 
tary music. She bad long since put away her scented 
handkerchief, lest the aoldiers should think her effemin- 
ate. As she was riding through the camp a light 
breeze from the south sprang up, wafting mora strongly 
the Sickening odor of putrefaction over from the city. 
Berenice's smile became more forced, the color faded 
from her cheeks, and just as she drew rein before the 
splendid tent which bad been hastily erected to serve 
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aa a elate- room for the use of the Queen, beside the 
General's tent, she tillered a faint cry, mid fell from her 
horse in a swoon. 

Lucius hail foreseen I lii.-. Generously suppressing the 
movement of gratification which In- ruiild not help feel- 
ing in the humiliation of this proud woman, he sprang 
to her aide at the, debt moment, and ought bar in his 
arms as she fell, bo that nIic did heme If no liarm. 

The mocking laughter of the soldiers rug in Bere- 
nice's ears as she slowly recovered t-uiisciuiisueM under 
the care of her slaves in the lent prepared for her. The 
Boinan soldiery could notenduru this Jewess, au<] tho 
faet that their adored Commander should pay eourt to 
her instead of wooing some noble Roman lady for hie 
bride, van a cause o I great distil isFuciiou to them. The 
sternest rebukes from Ti|us could not nil this occasion 
silence the coarse jcsls of the tneli concerning wlinl. they 
called the .lew i^h prrfumrtt. Kveu (lie superior officers 
Indulged in leornfn) remarks, and the gmvc (Vrealis 
said aloud, huid enough (or Tiltis l« overhear: "It 
serves her (|tiiie right. What ilo we want with women 
in n Itomaii camp f" 

Ben-nice was intensely mortifieii by this humiliation, 

the more s.o because she did not Tail to pereeive thai, the 
mocking shouts of the soldiers hud put Titus out of 
humor. He insisted upon her returning 1 to Goplma the 
nest morning with nn escort, But such was her vanity, 
Hint she set her heart on letting the troops see that she 
was able to overcome (he lillle weakness to which she 

had momentarily sueeniulied, and she therefore begged 

Til us to allow her lo lie carried rntind the camp in a 

litter, and himself to accompany lier. 

But theGeiier.il m-galm*! (his proposal most decid- 
edly. Then as if to atom' for hm soiuewliai curt reply, 
he added in a gentler tone: "Not that I clonltt your 
conrage, only I cannot waste a Mingle hour now. l>o 
you not hear the thundering ami Chomping 1 That is the 
voice of the batteriog-nuna culling on the Aiitonia (o 
surrender. The walls are undermined in sevend places, 
and therefore I bo|>e (hat in spite of ils strength, it will 
soon give way and we can venture to storm it." 
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"Oh, I most see that! I would give anything once to 
see a ri*ai pitched battle! That must lie something very 
«Li u--i i.-ji t to the fighting of proXessional gladiators hi the 
amphitheatre. You must not. treat me as it I were a 
child, and send me awny to (ionium when such a famous 
spectacle is to be seen here. I must, I will see it. 
lies ides you do not yet know the real reason that induced 
me to come hither all the way from Caesarea* Ql course 
the primary motive was to see yon — for three whole 
mouths I have been longing for the sight of your dear 
face. — I 'hi in addition to that, I wanted to .1 -k some- 
thing Ol you, something which I have very, very much 
at heart. If you love me, yon will not refuse toy request. 
I believe I mentioned it to you onee before, but you may 
have forgotten it." 

"Well, what is your request! You know I should 
be ni"-i happy to grant anything, provided it is iu 
accordance with reason and duty," Titus replied rather 
impatiently. 

"Reason and duly! Those are sach cold, horrid 
words I" I3crenicc replied with a pout. "Of course 
whatlamgoiug to ask is perfectly reasonable. It is 
that yoit will preserve the glorious temple f ram destruc- 
tion. You nee it was built by my ancestor, Herod tho 
great, and its destruction would diminish the reuOWn OF 
our house. Now I thought it Would sound so well if 
the historian recorded the fact that I had interceded with 
you I«r it, and you hud spared it Out of love forme. 
Look, dearest Titus, the temple would thus become a 
monument immortalising our love, and r would have a 
marble tablet let into the wall hy every gate, proclaiming 
the glory oE your BUM and oar mutual affection iu three 
different languages to all posterity. Now tell me if 
that is not reasonable." 

Titus laughed, and said: "No one can deny that you 
have a most persuasive tongue. If your arguments do 
not convince the reason you know very well how to 
appeal to the heart and the feelings, tinfoil unately, in 
respect to the hitter we Koumiss are Ic.hu richly endowed 
than you Orientals. I have- flailed a meeting of the 
legates and Hie commanders of the auxiliary forces to 
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meet in my tent nn hour banoe, Unit. I may hoar what 
they tliink about the fate of tho temple, Would yon 
like to plead your cause Itefore them, or shall I I"* your 
mouthpiece !" 

"Would yon have dm whites* tliow Imrlmrinns who 
jeered at me yesterday, ami are ijiiile capable ol makiug 
me the biilt of their raillery again today V" retorted 
Berenice with an offended air. "No, it is to my Titus 
that 1 appeal. You undersbind me, sunt it is for ymi to 
deckle upon the fule of the U'liiple. If you think tit to 
ask. those men about it, tell them your reasons. Only 
do not mention me. They '"i;:' 1 ' area lualat iipou the 
destruction of 1he temple meii-ly to spite me." 

When Titus quilt- d (he royal visitors tent, ho 
noticed a Icind of soldiers making a gnat clamor about 
»prtsf»lier, wlmin, as il appeared, Ihey were dragging 
along from tl>o Porta. Di-euiiKMitL. 'l'lie soldiery were 
greatly infuriated on account, of the severe losses the 
army hud sustained, and 1 1m extraordinarily oJ'stiiialo re* 
sisUmei; they eiiroimleied, nut) in :i great many inslances 
they hikil cruelly turluml I lie. lews whom I hey hurl taken 
prisonerSi '""' I'"*' "'em •'» death untried and uneoil- 

demiicd. They von Bppa i eiilly about to proceed lo the 
name lengths with this man, in 0[mmi djiy, and in tho 
camp itself, into tho precincts of which they had brought 
liiin. "Wliat occasion is there to take him to Titus 
first! Ho lias other work to do than to send an old Jew 
to the gallows! " the General overheard the men say- 

"What need for examination and sentencet" anoth- 
er voice eried. 

"Look at Hie pouchfnl of gold that is si rapped aironnd 
hm waist. We will relieve iii in of it, and nail liiut up 
to the nearest crass, ho will not want it there." 

Soon were Uio words that fell on Titus' ear, as he 
emerged from the teat. In fUtOtber Mislaid he fared Mm 
soldiers, and addressed them in tones that made them 
slink away in no Blight trepidation. 

An eld man, of venerable aspect ami good height 
and figllre, rone slowly from the ground nlnng which 
the brutal soldiery had pulled him by his clollieH. He 
wiped away the blood that trickled down his brow, and 
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with eastern -courtesy, knelt before the officer whoso 

Inberferaneobad unquestionably saved bis life, bowing 

his. lu-iftU to the (last in token of his gratitude. "May 
(hi! God of my fathers reward yon for rescuing ine," he 
eaul. "I coiuo from Pelln, on the other side of the 
Jordan, not from Jerusalem, an these men of war imag- 
ine, who cannot understand either Hebrew or Greek, 
anil in their Iguoranee were on the eve of staining their 
bands wit3i th« blood of the fnnocRRt. 1 desired an 
interview with the noble Titus, tlie son of the Emperor 
Vespuwiau; I have with me Itsttei-a from thy QuueHtor 
Quirinus, showing mo to be a peaceful citizen, one who 
Is by no meaiiB in league with the party of the seditious 
in Jerusalem." 

"Rise up then, audi come into my tent, I am Titus." 
On hearing this, the aged man, once mora bowed his 
grey head to the ground, ejaculating: ''Then may the 
Lord, who turns tlie hearts of Men like the streams Of 
water, move your heart to receive my petition gracious- 
ly. 11 He rose up, and was following the General to his 
tent, when on reaching the open space before it, his eye 
fell upon tlie temple, » view of which wftB first discern- 
ible from this spot on the road from Samaria. And 
when he beheld the sanctuary of God in all lis ancient 
glory nud splendor, and uoUccd the cloud of inmiae, 
betokening the offering of the daily ssiciiliee, rising 
gently and spreading iiIkivc the gleaming golden roof, he 
forgot that he was in the ltoman camp, in the presence 
of the Soman General ; tears fttarted to his eyes, and 
raising his hands to heaven, lie fell upon his knees, ex- 
claiming: "0 Lord, Thou who art enthroned above the 
cherubim, and who hast chosen Sion for Thy dwelling- 
place, let the light of Thy countenance shine once more 
upon Thy sanctuary, and «ist not Israel off for ever!" 

Titus turned and looked at the worship jht with a 
certain feeling or reverence. "I never Raw ono of our 
priests praying to Jupiter after this fashion — yet the 
God Of the Jew's does not ftraut their Supplications! 
They mnsr, have transgressed grievously against Him. 
One is almost tempted to believe the fable which says 
they crucified His Hon." Such were the thoughts that 
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the Bight of the Jew's devotion Suggested to the mind oi 
the Morn Roman. 

Just at that moment, Benjamin ramo out of the tent, 

nnd slipped by the General. When be caught sighto! 

the stranger, he opened liis eyes vide, ami with aery 
Of delight rushed up 1<» him. a.s lie rosn from his knees. 

"Father, Father," he exelahnied* 

"O Benjamin! Kon of my rij-lit hand! I.ighl of mine 
eyes.! Darling of my heart! Praised be the Lord who 

liuspiven thee at least Ihu-U to met" Tl I'l m:iii cried 

iu his delight, lifting the |n»y hi i.e. nnns praNrfng him 
to his breast' ami kissing hint willi bears Of |oy. 

In theli;ipi>iiirss of iiictliiiic ti^iin, Imi(I) at fust for- 
got that the Genera I was a trftnCM ..1 I lie seene. 'I'Ihmi 
the Itoy IihI liiK falhiT l<i Tihis. ami explained t ln> rela- 
tionship between them. 

Tin* Italilil began to Apologise, hid TitOS said kiwlly: 

■'I congratulate you, anil l take yonr meeting with your 

son :is a good omen for mysrlf, I (mi I loo may return in 

joy lo my father- Really in iiiis unhappy war one seema 

to hwe all feelings of liutnaiilty! xon will doubtless 

like to to togotJber for a Nine; afterwards bring your 

lather lo mo, Benjamin, that f may hear his petition, 
ami grant it, if possible." 

**0 noble lord, even the joy of the present moment 
will l« turned to gftU and wormwood if yon do not grant 
my prayer,"' Badoe said. "If yon would consuminaie- 
Oiir StaptMneas, hear ine at oik*, and give mei a favorable 
answer.' ' 

"Just ns yon please. Step into my tent, (lien, and! 
tell me what you want. Only be brief; I have no time 
to span 1 ." 

Rabbi Sadoc'a entreaty was | hat the temple iniglil In- 
spared. Th«? words he uth-rcd came from hi* inmost 

heart, and as he spoke the tears rolled down hi* cheeks. 

Genuine emotion never fails bo touch those who are 

themselves not destitute of good feeling, nnd Titus, 
despite his Komau inhVxildlify, had greab nobility of 
character. "What an attaehnMnt these Jews have to 
the temple of their God,"" ho said to himself. "I saw 
no tears shed over the destruction of the holy place of 
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oar people, when, some months ago, in the war with 
Vitelline, the Roman Capital was burnt down with the 
Staines of Jupiter, Juno and Minerva." 

Tho offer with which the Kakbl eonelndcd his suppli- 
cation, was not needed iu order to dispose tho General 
to accede to It "I will hand over to yon," he said, 
"three-quarters of all that 1 possew, a hundred talents 
of A tt-ic silver, if you will preserve the house of our God 
from rain, and the Mossing of our nation shall rest upon 
you and your descendants from general ion to generation, 
the prayers and sacrifices of our priests shall ho offered 
on your behalf." 

Til us answered: "Vonr request entirety coincides 
wilh my own wishes and with those of a dear friend. 
Tho Bum yon offer is not, moreover to be despised 
as an indemnity for the coats of the war yonr nation has 
brought upon Koine. Bnt before I can speak decidedly 
on so -weighty a matter, I must hear what my legates 
have to say about it. In an hour's time f will let yon 
know my decision." 

Rabbi Sadoc accordingly left the tent, outside of 
which Benjamin was waiting for him. The boy took 
his father to the ramparts and showed him the smalt 
house in the distance, over which the white doves were- 
still hovering, and wln-re he thought Thmnar was. yet 
living. The Rabbi called down the Meaning of Heaven 
upon his daughter. Even when hit heard that his Chil- 
dren had become Christians, he did not display as much 
displeasure as Benjamin had expected. The tidings was 
not altogether unexpected, and while at Pella, he had 
learnt to know something more about tho Christians. 

For his own part he had not the slightest intention 
of accepting their doctrines., but he was inclined to 
recognise them as a sect of the Jews like the Saducees, 
since they worshipped in the temple and la all main 
points kept the Jewish law. What most reucllrd him, 
was Christ's prophesy concerning tho dctdruetion of the 
temple. The fulfilment of that prediction must be pre- 
vented at any cost; and for this end he had come to 
Titos, and offered him the greater part of his substance 
for the preservation of the sanctuary. Kvidently Titus 
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was favorably inclined iuid conflerjiieiifly Sadoc confldent- 
lytoM his son that Hie temple -would be left standing 
and the prophesy proved false. "Then yon and Thamar 
will ace," ho said, "I hat your Jesus was no true prophet, 
much less the Son of God and the Messiah; you will 
return to the law of Mows and I shall offer it sacrifice of 
praise, of thanksgiving and of propitiation to i be Lord 
in His holy tempi* fur ymir oonreraUm," 

Benjamin put his Angora 1<> his ears when be heard 
his father speak ill thin way of Jesus, and said: «'0, 
Father, may tho all -uu-ivifnl (Jod forgive your blas- 
phemy! The Saviour's words u ill quite eerlainly be 
fulfilled ■boot the temple, us Ihey Imvo been about 
everything else. Did he not nay that the enemies of 
Jerusalem w(.uld build a »all armimb her? Who- would 
have thought that jwssiblo with so large a city! Yet 
look at the wall with ils many towers, Titus raised it 
in a few days." 

Rabbi Sadon vaa undeniably eomewhati staggered at 

what his h<»y said. Yet he (-lung with (inly Jewish ol>- 

BtinacyloliisaNsrriiiiiilliallheieiiipl*. would bepreSflTT- 
etl and his children would lie convinced of their error. 

Meanwhile TitiiH held a council of war. Briefly and 
clearly ho laid before the assembled officers the reasons 
tor and against tho destruction of the temple, letting 
them see -very plainly that he was not averse to sparing 
it, provided this could be reconciled with the weal of 
the State. 

The commanders of tho auxiliaries, who were first 
asked to give their opinion, had gathered from tho 
General's speech what his wishes were on tho subject, 
and with outspoken e-ulogiuiirs of his clemency voted for 
the preservation of this, one of the wonders of the. world. 

The leaden of the legions on the contrary were 
strongly opposed to this policy. First and foremost in 
urging tho destruction of the sanctuary was the A poatato 
Tiberius Alexander. With heated and passional.- langu- 
age ho declared that this suerificowus raqulsUe for the 
good of the State. The Jewish people must oeara to he 
a nation apart in the Roman empire, and as long as tho 
temple was standing, Ifc formed (lie focus of their indi- 
viduality, and the fusion of rueos was not to be thought 
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of. ltehpon had been at the root oF »11 (he insurrections 
that had Hitherto been uinde by the Jews, and it must 
bo exterminated Ly the destruction of the temple and 
Ihw ulJoIHion of the daily sacrifice. Besides in evoiv 
rolNtllLunorUte Jews, the temple formed in, almost im- 
pregnable fortress, while the taxes which were levied Tor 
the maintenance or divine worship provid.nl the priests 
wii.ii the means of carrying on war against Homo. Let 
*n« temple therefore be done away with, mid the drach- 
mas [laid into the imperial treasury, Dial (lie .1,-ws might 

become Koiiiuds in heart and soul, as he himself was 

Thus TjberinB Alexander uttered his opinion, and 
Cereals*, Placates, Bextiis. Lepidus, Tilus Krigiu*. Eler- 
mu 8 Pronto and the other officers agreed wilh him. 
flavins Josephus did noi venture to express any opinion; 
he would leave it, he said, to the wise and merciful Cae- 
sar to do as he deemed best. If the good of the Jtoman 
empire required Hie demolition of the temple ho would 
consent to the sacrifice, deeply as it pained him. But if 
Tit US thought It possible to spare so glorious a structure 
without injury to the public interest, he would protftfm 
to all posterity the divine clemency of the General 

Titus turned away with disgust, from I he honied 
words of tins sycophant. Addressing Lucius Klavns, 
he mtfuiivtl what, lie lliougliton the rabjectl 

"It isno u.se for us to oomo to any determination 
about it, ror the temple Till he destroyed whatever vour 
decision may be," theCbrUtlan tribune replied. 

"How so f Do yon mean that I have resolve* upon 

its destruction beforehand, I shall [my mohml to the 

counsel of the officers J have c-alled together for oonsid- 
JUionT What you say is uotliiiiir. short of offensive " 
Iitns rejoined with a frown on his brow. 

"What I mean is this: that the temple will be 
destroyed, so completely that not one stone will be left 
npon another, even if yon yourself and nil who are 
assembled here decide upon iu preservation. Jesus of 
Wjireth, whom I, as you arc aware, adore as the Son 
of God, foretold its destruction, and Ifiswonls will be 
fulfilled. Our army, its brave commanders, you your- 
self, exalted Caesar, all the forces of Heme arc only 
hero to carry out the prediction of the Hon of God. » 
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Por a few moments all present stared in silence at 
Lucius, who spoke with the utmost calmness awl assur- 
ance. Then a burst of indignation broke out; and 
Tiberius Alexander exclaimed: "1 know trie Galilean 
predicted that; he was astute enough lo foresee that the 
destruction of the temple was essential to the lveaee of 
the Roman empire." 

Thus inclosed silence on Hie itsscitihly. Turning; to 
Lucius, be said; "Then if the tc in |»k< remains standing 
and the word of your supposed <U»d is not fultillcd, the 
Christians will bo forced to admit that l.liey have given 
credence to a false prophet 1" 

"If but one prophrsy which liis lipn ottered prove 
untrne, He cannot be God," the tribune <ruiclly rejoined. 

The General stood up, and with flaming eyes and 
uplifted right band lie cried aloud: "Bj Jupiter, the 
greatest and highest of the godsl that derides me! The 
preservation of the temple menus the downfall of the 
Christian religion, which I consider Tar mom dangerous 
to the 8taiu limn lint Jewucli. Its Founder will be 
branded as an Impostor, therefore) its fail is certain, and 
the religion of the Jews will l>e involve*! in its riiin. 
For if the sanctuary itself is spared, all the bulwarks 
surrounding: it s)i»U be done away with, and the temple 
taxes sJnUl l)e paid into the iuijterial treasury. Heralds 
shall proclaim my orders, to the legions. The temple 
shall be left standing; that is my last word." 

Note to Chapter 47. Page 538. 

It sctms scarcely credible that such a work could b* nccom- 

Clishcd in three days; one would imagine that it sliould rather 
e three weeks. Tlnit whs about t tic lime (seventeen days) that 
it took the soldiers to raise tlie h ml., for the siege, nml UttM 
were not to be compared with tile wall o( circiiinvalltitioll wiiirh 
wus. sonic sis miles in length. Joscphot endeavors to account 
for the shortness o( tin- time in which il was completed by the 
extraordinary zeal and energy tin- toldler* displayed; he says: 
"There came now upon the soldiery n certain divine fury. .so llint 
not only did one legion vie witli Another, but the lesser divisions 
of the army did tin: same. Insomuch Hint ends soldier was 
ambitious to please his decurion ( ca*h centurion hit tribune, 
and the ambition of the tribunes was to please llieir superior 
coiilinnodcn:, white Oiii'iir hi inset f look notice ol nntl re winded 
the like contention in those couiuiaudcra. " (Wars of the Jews, 
V. 11, 2.) 
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The Conquest of the Antonia. 
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She greeted him rather ungraciously. "Titoa," she 
said, "you know how urgently I entreated you to take 
me with you into the buttle!" The perfumes that rose 
from the litter were almost overpowering. 

"I beg pardon, fair Princess," he answered careless- 
ly, "in war a General most oliey the call of duty before 
the rates of courtesy or even the promptings of love." 
As he spoke a messenger cumc up, saying : ' 'Genera] 
the wall is tottering!" 

"Hail Mars, the deinolhdierof loiboweu," exclaimed 

Titus, adding as ho turned to Herimico: "Ho not venture 
any nearer to the tower of Aiitonial You ONI BOB all 

that goes on from here, without Incurring any risk 

Lucius Flavus, now is the time Ut Iw as good aa your 
word. Call up thi Aral Alvhiion of the liflh legion and 
place yourself at their head. When the wall gives m. 
you mast flmnnonnt the ruiuH and enter the breach as 
quick a* thought." 

Without, paying any more attention to Berenice, 
Titus hastened to the np«t where the battcriuK-mns 
were at work, in order to incite the men to redoubled 
energy. The heavy iron rain-lieud* heal in regular lime 
on the shattered stones. The wall began to groan and 
crack iu nn Ominous manner, and Titus had hardly time 
to ulter a cry of warning before a largo portion gave 
way and fell in ruins with a deafening- noise. A shout 
of exultation rose from the spectators, which was echoed 
by the legions drawn up at a distance in rank and file. 
Berenice chipped her hands in applause, as she was 
accustomed to do in the circus, but the act passed 
unheeded amid the roar of sixty-thousand voices. 

The stoues were still rolling; dowu the declivity, and 
a cloud of dust still filled the air when Lucius dm wing 
his sword, dashed through the breach, shouting to his 
men: "Follow me, brave ltamaua!" But the Jews, far 
from being intimidated, received him with mocking 
laughter and a roltoy of dai-ta. 

"Stay, Tribune," exclaimed a deenrion, by name 
Sahnius, rubbing Ida eyes to clear them from the dust. 
"Thesodevils have builta Second wall, while our bat- 
tering-rams were demolishing the flr&t." 
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So it was In troth. In tlio three weeks, during which 
the lcomans were engaged In raising the banks, John of 
(iisehnla and his party had constructed another and no 
a i n . ia8SiT0 watl ut a 8hort distance from the ftntt. 
A nd the ground was so encumlwred w ith heaps or debris 
not to speak of Uie portions of masonry mill standing', 
that it appeared impossible to bring the battering- raws 
to bear upon it. * 

"Bring- the ladders," Lucius cried, Standing fearless- 
fir with about a dozen men in the breach, holding his 
shield alolt to protect his head from tin; in EssUee that 
ruined upon Iiim. 

The heavy waling ladders were laboriously dragired 
over the ruins and planted against the wall : their iron 
tips rang as they struck upon the ramparts In an 
instant Lucius placed his foot upou the rungs and began 
to ascend, covering himself with bis shield. Arrow* 
javelins and stones fell about hiui; the Jews tried to 
throw the ladder down, but, commending himself to God 
and his good augel, tho intrepid tribune mounted liiglier 
and higher. The decurion Sabiuus climbed t he btuTiLon 
after him, out just as headlined the summit, he-stam- 
ble-I upon a large stone and fell headlong to the gronud 
This accident Uamjicd the soldiers' courage to such an 
extent that no one dared to follow life example: in fact 
almost all who began to climb the ladder Ml U.C& dead 
or wounded. So they Shouted to Lucius to Rive him- 
self; and really no alternative was left him bat either 
to surrender to the enemy, who confronted him in vast 
numbers, or to descend the ladder, apparently a vet 
more hazardous enterprise than ascending it. However 
he took the latter course, and contrary to all expectation 
reached the ground in safety. 

Titus witnessed this daring feat with astonishment, 
and hastened to bring- assistance to Lucius in person 
for no one in the whole army outdid the (iencnil in 
courage. He came too late; tho enemy had come up In 
such numbers, that it would have been madness to 
attempt a second assault. So nothing remained to be 
done but to extol the bravery of Ihe tribune, and rebuke 
the soldiers for not supporting him when victory seemed 
so near. 
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"We will have our revenge for this repulse, Caesar," 
tin' men replied. 

Lucius bad devised another scheme for the conquest 
of Mount Sion iu case flic assault failed, that of making 
bis way into tiic fortress, by weans id u subterranean 
passage. When Titus had betaken himself to his tent 
for the night, Lucius woke 1mm old comrade in arms, the 
decurion Marlins, skimI I. ml liis plan before him. Martins 
shook his grey bond, and BHid Mint all his life he had 
been averse to these underhand ways, and preform! frfree 
fight iu open day. Vi-I, il Lucius really thought that 
the tunnel would afford them (ho means of Liking Uio 
enemy in the reiir, and making themselves masters of 
the fortress, he would consent In imike the attempt in 

spite of his years. The troops under his command 

would he willing to go with him, mid In* believed that 

his friends, dceiirions [joiinilus nod (iladioliiN, could 
easily persuade Iheir nam to join I lie expedition. 

"Well, three brave decuriuiiH and thirty I to man 
soldiers are more than enough for our undertaking:," 
Lucius rejoined. "If my eoiijccturcs am right, and we 
can make our way through the passage under the walls 
to the gallery wherehy our first embankments were 
destroyed, our success is assured. The tunueL nmst 
havcitB issue either in the Antonio* or in the courf of 
the temple, and It will be easy to take the sentinels by 
surprise, as no attack will be thought ol from such a 
quarter. Then we will call to our outposts, and hold 
our ground until they scale the walls and come to our 
assistance.' 1 

"I will lake a bugle with me for the purpose," the 
decurion said. 

"Whatever yon do, mind you do not forget the 
spades and pickaxes! We sluill want them most of 
all, for according to my reckoning, we shall have to 
exeavato some twenty y;»rds or so at the foot of the 
wall before coming; to the |>assago already made." 

"I will see to sill that. Tribune. In an hour's time 
we will ail be ready at ibe entrance of the tunnel," 
Martins answered. 

He was good as bis word. Lucius gave the watch- 
word to the guards who were stationed at tbe entrance. 
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Moreover he was well-known to the soldiery, who had 
of ten Keen him in the General's company. Consequently 
Uiey let him pass without hesitation. 

The i lanterns were lighted, and the littlo band soon 
reached the end of the subterranean gallery. There 
they found the way blocked to a certain measure, as 
Lucius had anticipated, by Hie faffing fa f the stones 
that had been undermined, but the huge blocks which 
formed the foundations had fallen crosswise so as to 
leave sufficient room on each sido to pass by. 

"If wo only find it the same witli the old gallery, 
which as I surmise is only a few feet to our light!" 
LiiciuBsaid, as he gave orders to shovel out the earth 
parallel with the wall. 

"Woutd it not he better to make a passage on the 
inner aide of the wall |» Martins asked. "The gallery 
may b* blocked on the other side by the weight of the 

"Yes, if we do not come across some wall at right 
angles on the inside," Lucius answered, after a mo- 
ment's reflection. ''I^t us hope that wo shall not. In 
fact the weight of the ruins might endanger our safety 
m the passage we must excavate. You are right, Mar- 
tins; let it 1m made on the iimerside. 

All set to work with a ^ood will. A passage was 
made wide enough to allow of the men Creeping through 
on hands and knees; two shovelled out the earth, the 
others carried it in baskets to a distance. Kortime 
favored Lucius' scheme; they met with no ol»slacle and 
soon broke a way into- 1 lie- tunnel EteaXAT had bored. 

"Heaven bo praised!" Lucius exclaimed, as last of 
all he crept through the aperture and stood upright. 
"What do yon, suppose the time isl" 

"I should say between the second and third watches 
of the night," Martins replied. 

"Later than that! It mnst be close upon daybreak," 
LoricatuB interposed. 

"If it is already light, our project must be post- 
poned until the nest night, for it would !>e simple mad- 
ness in broad day for thirty men to attack thousands." 

After a short consultation it was agreed to despatch 
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One man to the entrance of the gallery, to learn the hour 
and at the 8am« time to let Titus know, by means of the 
guard, what Lucius with his hum! ful of men was intend- 
ing to do. The messenger soon returned, saying it was 
shortly before the third watdl of Hie night, and the 
Centurion on patrol would see thsit tlio tablets reacted 

Titus as Boon as the Heiilrii's wen changed. 

"Excellent!" Lucius exclaimed. "That is the very 
best time for a surprise. Conraged Lot us go forward, 
the citadel will I* ours!" 

"When once we am out of this, nccuirscd hole, so that 
a man can breathe freely, I shall nut nhow Iho while 
feather," Marlins Bald, 

But the sclieuiie of these bnive warriors was destined 
to be frustrated to a certain extent by a wholly uufor- 

ficcu incident. 

The reproach which Titus addressed lo the soldiers 

lor not displaying sufficient alacrity in following Latins 

when he attempted to Storm the walln, rankled in their 
minds. On the mum evening that he planned his noc- 
turnal expedition, twenty men oJ Hie (ilth legion, uu- 
siware of his design, got together, and calling lo tiiem 
the standartllM'arer. and a trumpeter, they resolved to 
acale the walls, without informing any of their officers 
«f their purpose, 

About the ninth hour of the night (3 a. m.) when 
the weary guards had fallen asleep, they climbed over 
the breach, and put the sentries to death. Having thus 
got possession of tlio wall, they ordered the trumpeter 
to sound his trumpet, and planted the standard on the 
lower of Antonin. On hearing tlio uignul the Itonian 
outposts hastened to their eouinules* assislance. John 
of Gischala. coming up with his men, endeavored to 
drive them back; hut it was too late, Ihey maintained 
the position thry had gained, «nd a bloody conflict cum- 
mcuoed. Titos himself euiiio up with his chosen nieu, 
and chased the Jews out of the fortress. 

"While the tattle was still raging on th* stops leading 
from the Antonia to the cloisters and the outer Court of 
the temple, bo gnat a UflmAwr of Jews threw themselves 
with desperate fury upon the small band of Romans, for 
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the narrowness of the place only allowed of o few being 
engaged at a time, that Titus himself called on Lis 
troops to withdraw into the tower. 

'•Wo cauaohiove nothing," he said, "until we gain 
more space So as to attack the enemy in front. The 
walls of the tower intuit 1» thrown down. Cereulis, do 
you with your trusty followers hold the entrance to the 
temple-courts, while the others demolish the fortress, 
I wonder Lucius Flu v us 1b not here, have any of you 
seen himl" 

So one Ttnew hts whcrealwnts, and Titus was on the 
point of returning to Hie rump, somewhat displeased at 
the absence ol his udjiiant, when a centurion directed 
his attention to- a handful of men, who had engaged the 
enemy in the rear, just belore the entrance to the princi- 
pal «ate of the temple, 

Titus looked oa in astonish ment for a few moments. 
Then he exclaimed : "Those are Romans! And by Her- 
cules, that tall, fair young fellow, who swings his sword 
with sneh good effect, fs none other than liUeinsFIavus! 
How ever did the madcap get there I We must cut a 
way out for him. Follow me, we must form in the 
eliupe of a wedge and rescue our friends." 

Cerealis had no little difficulty in dissuading the 
General from putting himself at the head of the valiant 
men who offend themselves fortius perilousc:q>editiou. 
A centurion named Julian, who hail won fame on account 
of his gigantic stature, courage and skill in war, took 
the lead, and rushed through the. midst of Om Jews. 
The slaughter was great; it was a hand to hand fight, 
and the foes pressed too close to allow other weapons 
than the sword to be employed. Moro than once it 
appeared a hopeless attempt to reach the other brave 
warriors; so many had fallen that the bodies of the dead 
formed a barrier between them. But Titus, who watched 
the struggle from the top of the tower, sent some picked 
swordsmen to their assistance, and at length Roman 
valor and martial experience proved victorious, and a 
way was made to enable Lneins with his sadly diminish- 
ed band of followers to reach the shelter off the fortress, 
where they sauk down in a state of complete exhaustion. 
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Titus loosed T.nciiis' breastplate with his own hands, 
and held to his lips the water which one of the soldiers 
brought in Ms helmet.. He v/tut perfectly amaaed when 
he Ilea i il the account of tlie tffibnnVfl rulerpriae. The; 
had, in their subterranean passage, heard the trnmpet 
which gave the alarm to friend and foe, just as they 
reached the oaken door, wher.-with Kli-a/.ar had closed 
the entry to the tunnel. Willi feverish haste they 
labored to remove: this last obstacle, hut it wan !«<» late 
to make their way through tbs crowd of .lews whom the 
buglo-onll bad aroused, and nothing would induce thmn 
to go back by the way I hey had romc. 

Lucius lloped to lie Able tO Rata possession of lite 
nearest gate of the temple, and hohl it mil il Titus 
brought up reintorccimmls, and thus compier hoi b (In 1 
fortress and the temple with one nlroUe. llul lie was 
overpowered by mini hern, ami linding himself surround- 
od, gave up all botpefl <>f M0O0T in tlie uiiei|nal coin I Kit.. 

Titus commended 1ms prowess, mid promised liim the 

rank of legate. Ho also promised thai Luc hut, ami the 
menwhohiul been with him that night, should occupy 
a place of special honor WbeD he made his triumphal 
entry through the Appian Way into liomo. 



CHAPTER 49. 
The End draws near. 

Other eyes than those of Titus watched (he desperate 
struggle in which Lucius Fhtvus ami hi.s men hiul been 
engaged iu the courts of the te niple; Eleuaar aud Thauar 
had witneased it with keen interest. 

The Zealots had carried their leader baric (rom the 
spot where he fell, when after the conflagration of the 
Intrench ments, the attack made upon the Roman camp 
TO, owing to Lucins' prudent circumspection, repulsed 
though with much bloodshed. Eleazar's kn<-c m tinc- 
tured, and in the torture it caused him he cried to the 
soldiers to slay him as the Amalekites slew 8aul. Hut 
his comrades did not think his hurt inenrukfe, and they 
were anxious that the life of their valiant leader should 
be spared. So thoy bore him back to tho temple and 
laid him in the apartment adjoining the Gasitli chamber. 
whieh had been his abode. 

Then they called his brother Nathaniel and Rachel 
his wife. But neither of these two knew how to treat so 
serious an injury. The stouo horn the ICmnan balihta 
had positively crushed the right knee, and nil they 
essayed to do for it only aggravated tho intolerable pain. 
EraaBU drove l.hem our of the room, and lay writhing; in 
agony on his couch, raging at his ill-luck, cursing alike 
both Jew and Roman. 

Kachel, at a loss wb at to do, went to confide her grief 
toThnmar. The latter did not need much |iersuasion 
to induce her to undertake the once of the man who had 
done her so ranch wrong. She onty stipulated that 
Raehel should always remain with her whi>n she was 
nursing him, and they both repaired to tho chamber 
where he lay. 

Thamar'a gentle voice seemed at once to hare a 
soothing efiVct on the sufferer; he allowed her to exam- 
fno and wash the wonnd. Tinder EuwhiiiR* instruction 
she had become a deft and skilful nurse, and knew qnite 

(560) 
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well how to bind up au ordinary wound. Bat in this 
case tho first glance convinced her that the physician's 
baud was needed. 

"ELeazar," she said, after laying a cooling compress 

for the time on the ^ f . "you are more hurt that I 

imagined at first." 

"I know to whom I owe It. It is that. Ano Centurion 
agajul Would that ! could trample liim under my loot 
as one crushes it worm! Would thud he had the name 
fire in the marrow ol his hones Bfl 1 have in my kneel 
I only wiBh that cursed hUhiu hail hroken my head 
instead my knee." 

"Kleazar, the pain you urn in is your ex-cuse, but if 
you cannot control yoursc-lf IwMer, 1 shall be> compelled. 
to leave you. 1 cannot and will not lisl«-n to such wild, 
outbursts of passion. — What I meant to say was this, 
your wound is more serious than I thought, but not 
hopeless, if it is treated bj u skinful phyateuui." 

"Whew is (ino to lie found!" (lie milferer imiuired. 

"Send Nathaniel for Knsi lotos," Thiimar rejoined. 
"I know his charily makes no distinction between friend 
mid five. If ho cannot set your fractured bouos, he will 
at any rate afford ftom-o alleviation to your \>. tin .' ' 

At first Eloazar would not hear of this. But after be 
had spent a few sleepless, nights in excruciating pain, 
he called Giezi, and bade him and Nathaniel go and. 
fetch the Hazarite who lived in tbe old palace. Eusebius. 
was perfectly willing to go to I In* aid of the sic'k innn, 
who had made such a poor return for his former kind- 
ness. He extracted several splinters from the wound, 
and sent a codling: lotion and a sleeping draught, ami 
Eleazar experienced great relief from tins treatment. 

To Tha mar the good priest administered a different 
medicine, one of heavenly consolation and support., of 
which she stood in sore need in those troublous days. 

She also heard from Nathaniel (hat her friends in our 

Lady's house were as well as could lie ex pouted. Fau- 
linus was almost well again, ami liin mother suHering 
and resigned as usual. Sara was delight-ed to have 
tidings of lier foster-child, who had disap|ieared so mys- 
teriously, and Ithode was cheerful as ever. The lowly 
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cottage seemed to be under the special protection of tho 
Mother of Clod aiid the holy angels. For while Bea 
Gioraa' rough bandits looted all the houses round, put- 
ting 1 ho inmates to torture for thepi.rpo.se of compel line 
(pern to give up the List provisions tiny had left, Pau- 
lina and her household were ■pared these domiciliary 
visits, and never lacked the daily braid for which thev 
prayed in humble confidence. 

DevpitoaU the euro bestowed on him, Kleuzar mode 
no progress towards recovery. Euschhis told Tliamar 
nothing could bo done for his wound except lo keep the 
liiiliimation under. There was n» alternative but ampu- 
tation. II (j bade her make every use of this opportunity 
to save the unhappy man from eternal death. 

But when Tliamar and Rachel said a Word on this 
subject, and Blenzar perceived what they meant, he 
became angry and excited, and swore they should never 
ainke a tfazaritc of him. Motives both of prudence and 
chanty urged them to desist. "We shall only Increase 
his condemnation. Perimps it may please God to send 
him an hour of grace before death," Tliamar .mii.l. 

Thus three weeks passed by, a period scarcoly more 
trying for the sick man tlian for the two WOnttB, He 
was enraged to bear ol the progress made by the besieg- 
er*, ami furious because John of flischulu would not 
have Hie new cmhnukmcnts undermined. 

''Our walls are already tindcmiiuml far loo much." 
me Galilean answered when be was informed of Elca- 
zar's wish. 

"And yet it tlio embankments were destroyed the 
Koinans would be oompellcd to withdraw iu filmine and 
disgrace!" Eleazar cried, grinding his teeth with rage, 
lint. John of Gischala could not be prevailed upon to 
alter his decision, 

When the hatlering-rania began to thunder against 
the walls or the Antonia, Eleazar could no longer tolerate 
being confined to his chamber. He entreated tliat he 
DJlght ^ carried out on to the flat roof ol tho northern 
wmg of the temple, whence a view of the Autouiaaud 
the intervening foro-courte could be obtained. In vain 
Tbamar and Rachel opposed that propoMal; Eusebilis 
having warned them that any movement ol the broken 
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limb might be attended with most serious conscqnenccs. 
Yet Elcazar would not be thwarted, ho persisted in bis 
entreaty, saying even if it cost him his life he mast go 
out to the roof or the temple. 

Lusty arms lifted him npund carried him "whither- he 
wished logo, Imtnot without causing liim terrible agony. 

"Gbq would ih ink my kncuva-sfiill of molten toad," 
he groaned, while Thamar applied cooling lotion to it. 
"Give me my sleeping; draaighl, and let Hie done Ik» so 
strong that I shall never wake again ! " 

ill!: 1 '.! not I .■ -..'•! that THanirtl' did not comply Willi 
this request, but the bugestdOM BoMbluH pormttted lier 
to administer produced no effect on the rent less sufferer. 

While Elea/ur lay -writhing in excruciating pain, the 
wall of the Antonia tower fell wild u thundering crash. 
The excitement or the succeeding hours, when it ms 
wilh (lie greafest diflieiilly Hint the wall hastily con- 
structed by the Jews was held against tlm charge of 

Liu-inn ' cohorts, seemed for a tinin lo make hini almost 

oblivious of h im pain, hut al nl^ldit whs wcirse lliiin ever. 
Thainarand ICaeln-l watched by his side, and did what 
they Could to give him ease. 

It was n beautiful night. The moon was nearly full, 
and its large disc, rising behind the Mount of Olives 
shed a silvery light over the roofs and pinnacles making 
them look as i f covered with newly-fallen snow. In the 
heavens all was bright and fair; bat on the surface of 
the earth there lay a vapor, the eftlnviiitu ol decaying 
matter, which roue from the ravines, the lanes, even 
from the houses, in which were thousands of corpses in 
every stage of decomposition. This* exhalation hung 
lik-e tho breath of a pestilence over the city, gradually 
Creeping up to the roof and pinnacles of tliu temple. 

Bleazar observe*! it, and said with a shiver: "That 
is death advancing? upon us.'* 

"It will lead you to everlasting life, if yon repent 
and believe,'' Thainar answered. 

EleaiHir did not heed licr words. "What is lliatf 

What was that moving before the walls? Do you not see 
those figures eUmbfng the rampart*! They are the 
Romans. Up, up, to arms. Ola that my voice were 
Stronger! Tliamar, liaehol, shout wilh met" 
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At that instant the trumpet sounded and the eagle 
of the Roman standards glittered in the moonlight. 
Fighting immediately began in tho Antouia ; The battle 
cry, the clash of arms, shouts of. Victory, howls of fury! 
More and more Romans poured over the wall and drove 
flie Jews out of the fortress. 

"The Komans have taken the Antonia, and they will 
take the temple next if that blockhead Uischata does not 
look sharp. There, at last i hear our people ia tho 
court of tho temple. Raise me up mid push me to the 
edge of the tattlementB, that I may waleh the battle. 
Now the archers are coming up. CJive me a bow and 
arrows, I can quite well reach tlie enemy in the Antonia 
from hero." 

However after a few unsuccessful attempts he threw 
down the bow and the quiver. "I am no good even for 
that! Jly arm has not the strength to pull the t>ow and 
iuy hand shakes. O God of my fathers! To think that 
I must needs, look on while the heathen come into Thy 
sanctuary." 

Then Eleazar caught sight of tho kind of men who 
were coming up by the tunnel which, he had made. His 
ntgo was doubled. "To think that I must needs hare 
opened away for the enemy to penetrate iulo the tem- 
ple!" ho cried. "A curse upon me, and the parents that 
gave mo birth ! Who i.i that warrior whose fair hair is 
seen under Ills RlUlcrinff helmitl I know him only too 
well. (Jive me my bow and arrows again, Rachel!" 

ButTharanr liml also recognized the warrior. Her 
breath ciime fast ns she gazed at him. Then plating 
herself between him and Kleoznr she said: "Put away 
those, arrows. I am not going to let the man who saved 
my lather's life bo killed." Aud alio snatched the 
arrows from his hand. 

Eleazar, more furious because of his impotence, turned 
ashy white with anger. A bitter imprecation escaped 
his colorless lips and ho sank back on his pillows. 

"He ia flytaR ho ia dying, 1 ' his wifo exclaimed, 
throwing herself on her knees beside him. The end had 
not come yet, but a violent nit shivering seized himj it 
was the feverish ague which is the sure symptom of 
bloodpoisoning. There was no more hope for him. 
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WhilBt tbo battle raged In the conrt below Tliamar 
made one more attempt to inspire tlie dying man villi 
faith aiid prepare him for baptism, for she reniembei*d 
the words the Saviour spoke: ll« lliatbeheveth not anil 
is not baptized shall In- condemned. Itut all in vain: 
his hatred to litmus h'l.iv us, now extended to her, since 
she had interposed tor hi-* proteclion, secmied to exclude 
all hope of his acceptance of grace. 

Eu.sebins, whom Nathaniel hud hastily summoned, 
made his way to the roof of the temple where Kleazar 
lay, before the strife iu the forecourts In-low was ended. 

He found hia patient in high delirium. The din of 

battle, the clash of arms which reached his e:tr from 
below madeliLiu funcy himself in (ho thick of tlie fniy, 
engaged in hand -lo-linud OOOfllot with Lucius J'"laviis \ 
in the delusion of his leveled brain he felled his enemy 
to the ground aiid ran hint through again anil again, yet 

ever and anon that enemy rose lift anew and Heft his 
head Willi his doughty ftword. And then ho called to 
Rachel to lioldl his burning, uelihi^ head, and steady bis 
hand, for Tliamar alw»yx came between him and his foe 
So that he could not strike him through (he heart. 

Eusebiua sin mk his head as be listened (o the sick 
mail's ravings. Ho felt his pulse, and asked the women 
whether he had expressed tlie wish, or manifested the 
slightest sign of a wish to receive bnntigm, as in that 
case ho would baptize him conditionally. 

Eleazar's nurses were obliged to admit that he had 
repudiated; every suggestion with scorn and auger. 
Eusebius gave them a potion winch might (jiiiet him, 
and perhaps produce n brief Interval of eonacionsuess, 
and left them to watch and pray liy his side. 

Meanwhile the ltoiiians Inn I succeeded in withdrawing 
their troops behind the ramparts of the Antonia, und 
the Jews abandoned ilie attempt to re-take the fortress. 
Just at the decisive moment Tliamar was engrossed with 
her patient, aud consequently did not witness Lucius' 
rese.net She asked Nathaniel if lie knew v. 1 1 . . r I. .:, i hecn 
the fate of the officer who had fought at the bead of the 

Roman cohorts. Nathaniel, thinking she meant the 
centurion who bad issued from the Antonia to succor 
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Lucius, answered : "Ho fonght like a lion, but bo fell, 
and they have thrown his body out witli Uie others over 
the walls into the valley of Cedron." 

The boy bad not the least suspicion of the grief his 
■words would cause Tliamar. "(> good Jesus!" she 
sighed. "I thought I had mude this Mierilice long ago, 
aud_ now I feel how with, my whole soul I eluiig to 
Lucius! Tlby will I>o done! He has ovcrceme the last 
enemy. Call mo too out of the awful misery that encom- 
passes us on all sides." 

While Tliamar in her sorrow resigned herself to the 
will of God, fresh lamentations broke out in her imme- 
diate vicinity. The hour hud oomo for the morning sac- 
rifice, and hitherto the daily oblation had uever been 
omitted. Even on this day, when tlm Anluiiia wan in 
the hands of the enemy, thousands of worshipper* had 
assembled for the early sacrifice. Then the Priests came 
out with their sacred garments rent, wearing sack-cloth 
and with aslies on their head, and Standing between Uie 
Holy of holies and the altar of sacrifice, announced 
to the people that the sacrifice must be discontinued 
since no more sacrificial victims were to 1» had in Jeru- 
salem. Casting; themselves ou Die ground they cried: 
'-Spare OLord, spare Thy people; deliver da not into 
tho hands of the heathen to put. us t«> shame." 

Then from the Irmpte mid the fore courts there iirose 
lamentationa and wafiJogs, groans of woe and cries for 
help, such ua never before bad ascended from M mini 
Moria to the Courts of Heaven, 

Those who were on the roof of the temple joined in 
the universal mourning. Christians as well as Jews, for 
they also prayed that the end might come, or God in his 
mercy send some relief in these days of tribulation. 
Suddenly Kleazar awoke to consciousness; perceiving the 
general lameutation, he cried: -"'What as all this aboutl 
Why are you weeping t Am I dead, and relegated to the 
laud where eternal mourning prcvailsf No, I am still 
on the roof of the temple, and over against me I see th« 
Roman eagle on the battlements of the Antonia — a curse 
upon itr Is that why yon shed tears!" 

Eusebius auawexed hi a solemn voice, addressing 
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himself rather to the bystanders than to the Rick man: 
"We weep, because the tlays have come which the Angel 
Gabriel foretold to Daniel the prophet at the time ot tho 
evening ssierifiee: -And after sixty-two weeks Christ 
shall Ih> Klaiii Hint nil the people that shall deny liim 
rIkiII not be Ida. And a people with their leader that 
shall conic shall destroy the city tind tho SiineMiiiry; 
and the end thereof shall be waste, and after the end of 
the war the appointed desolation . . . And in tho half of 
the week the vf«lioh and, the sacrifice shall fail, and 
there shall be in the temple* the abomination *>f desola- 
tion, and the desolation nhall continue even to the con- 
summation and to the end." 1 ) 

"What does he mean by these prophecies o| Daniel!" 
Eleaxar aske<l Kaehel. 

"The daily Bar ri lice ha?* ceased h»duy. as the prophet 

foretold," she rt-iuriii-<|. "Th:it is why we nmiirii and 
weep ber-aiwo now the almminalinn of desolation will 
now surely eome as well. Would Mutton this point at 
least you would nekriowledc^ycnir error." 

"The R&erilieo diHeontiniied! The guilt of that will 
rest on the ltoiuans. Punish IIk-iu for il, puniish liim, 
him who never leaves off breaking my head. There he 
is again; out of the way, Thauiar, if I only can strike 
uiiu flown," 

"It is hopeless," Eusebius said. "The feycr has 
come on again, he does not know what he says. We 
must leave him to God's mercy. And we too, my chil- 
dren, must prepare f-ordealh, for Hie pud. Hie end tho 
Angel predieted for the temple, cannot he far off." 



») Daniel 9. 26.27. 

N4te to Chapter 49. 
DittOtttiMiaiict- Of the daily Micrilice. In the l.iet ofjosephua 
(Wars of the Jews vi. 2, 1.) the conation of the dally sacrifice i* 
attributed to "the want of men. i. c. Print!, to offer ft." However 
somewhat later on lie rrconls tli.it lit llic lime Hie temple una 
■Ivslroyctt there were still ninny jirii-sts in Jcrusali-ni. '1 lie cor- 
rect reading ol the Greek iia then-lure probably "tlic want oi 
sacrificial victims." 



CHAPTER 50. 
The Burning: of the Temple. 

It was shortly before d»y break on the 17th of July that 
the Roman* nmde their successful attack on the tower of 
Antouin, ami on the ssmm morning for the first time tlio 
daily sacrifice was omitted. WIm'ii Titus had widened 
the breach i.Mii Dndtrntawd the foundations of the for- 
tress, day after daj sharp fighting went on, involving 
much loss of fifi', in which Koman bravery contended 
with Jewish desperation. As the General could not 
bring the whole body of his forces into the field, lie had 
selected thirty veteran warriors of tried orange out of 
each cohort, thus forming a bund of the ilite of the 
army. Lucius, the newly appointed legale, togged to 
he allowed to lead this company to the assault. Titus 
however would not hear of this, Rayiug be had given 
quite sufficient proof of his prowess, and was not to 
expose his life again without necessity. '•ReBidc8,' , he 
added wilh a smile, "yon might throw a fin-brand into 
the temple by way of helping the fulfilment, of theOirig- 
tian prophesy." Lucius gravely replied that he should 
consider it an act. of sacrilege to do so. But Tifus 
adhered to what ho hud said, and the command of the 
colnmn of attack was entrusted to Hie brave Orcalis. 

The Jews had demolished a considerable portion of 
the cloisters that joined tho tower of Antonia on each 
side, to prevent the Romans from passing along the 
platform connecting the fortress with the temple and 
thus attacking tho temple on all aides at once. Day by 
day Cerealis made a sally from the fortress, with a view 
of storming the inner walls that abut in the temple all 
round, the same which Eleazar and the Kiiilots had for 
a long time held against the Galilean and his followers. 
Soon after midnight, when the fast-waning moon had 
risen, the Romans began the onslaught, and the battle 
raged fast and fnrions till midday, when the intolerable 
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heat of the stin compelled a siiHpeimion of arms. Simon 
Bent Giorus had joined his troops to those of John of 
GiHmalaforthc defence of Hie temple; Joseph us relates") 
that he held a sconrge in his hand ami limit those of his 
men who fell back from the fight, forcing them to return 
to the charge. 

At length Titus succeeded, u( the cost of great carn- 
age, in penetrating to Lin; walls of 1lio temple, "nd setting 
his battering-rams over against Hie western edilice of the 
inner tcniple. But Iho vast «i/.«uif (ho h lours, mid the 
strength whereby they we re cemented together, Ini filed 
hhl efforts; tliO eligiiic.4 Inside no impression oil thcii).*) 
With great pains, by inrans or QroM-bnn and levers, 

they coni rived to remove tho outermost stones of one 

gate, bat that Availed nothing, for Dm gatesUiod firm on 
tlio inner stones, \v)ii<-li werooiil «>t rrach. JJo alterna- 
tive therefore rcimuiird, but 00 mi the In llm galea, and 
this Titus accordingly commanded SO he done, wood 
being piled against tln'tn. The heal of the Ha men melted 

the silver plates wlierewilli tlie cedar was overlaid, and 
the planks were <piiekly destroyed. Tilus then giive 
orders that the burning beaniH should lie witlmuvn, and 
the fire quenched; Die assault he postponed until the 
following day. 

Hean while within the precincts of the temple con- 
sternation and perplexity, rage and despair prevailed. 
Multitudes Hocked into the two large inner courts, and 
filled the approaches of the UUiet nary. Hot only were 
the Galileans there with their leader, and Ben Gioras 
willi the most daring; of Ids followers, but countless 
unhappy individuals, who, exhausted hy misery and 
hunger, had dragged themselves (hither out of the city. 
The majority were actuated by the hope that a1< length 
the mil iicic foretold by the false propheLt would take 
plneo, and the Lord God Himself would come down from 
Heaven, to deliver His holy house- and waller His 
enemies* "This day you shall see the glory of the I-ord 
in His temple !" had l»eou the cry of the fanatic Ben 



') Wanot OicJfWB, VI. 'i, 
■> lb. VI. 4, 1. 
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Belga, aa he strode through the streets of Jerusalem. 
"This day the Lord will come from the soutL, and our 
God from Mount Fharan." 

And now again (he prophet, h is eye rolling in frenzy, 
reiterated his prediction hi shrill, piercing Uraca. "Why 
stand ye liero irresolute f" ho asked the soldiers, who, 
spwcUless with horror, stood staring at (ho burning 
gates. "How:, even now, the Lord will come and take 
vengeance on the sacrilege which these dogs commit in 
His holy place. My own arm shall take vengeance, 
&aith the Lord. I will tread the winepress alune, and 
trample npon mine enemies in my indignation. Their 
blooil is sprinkled upon wy garments, and my apparel 
is red. I nlone will tight against them in iny wrath, niy 
own arm shall destroy them from the face of the earth, 
there is none to give aid! So saith the Lord bv tlio 
month of His servant Isaias. Wherefore lav down your 
amis and out your swords from you ; for the Lord Him- 
self comcth to do battle. Hecometli from tidoiu." 

Such were the words tlio maniac shouted, as he edged 
his way amid the crowd of excited bystanders, nrany of 
whom, half be.side themselves through mi-cry and iW 
perntion, looked, some up to Heaven, others to the 
south, and cried: "Come, O Thou Holy One of Israel!" 
pen they fixed tliHrpiut on the curtain of the Holy of 
holies, as ir they expected to sec it rent asunder, con- 
vinced as they were font Bometolntf unlocked for would 
happen, aud bring them help in thin supreme hour. 

The leaders of the seditious were assembled in the 
Qasttfi chamber in great agitation, unable to decide 
npon any course of action, mutually blaming one another 
Tor neglect or error, whereby the ttouiiins hud been 
enabled] to obtain access into the temple by fire. 

Presently Ken Giorus exclaimed, in a loud nnd angry 
voice: "Would it not ho better, you fools, to discuss 
what must be done rather than what ought lo have 1k*u 
done! I propose that we make a final sortie, and fight 
Our way to the Upper city, where we shall l» able to 
hold out for a long time. The tower or Herod stands 
firm, Hippiens and Phasiiel are impregnable. There 
are provisions there BUffleieut to last a few hundred men 
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for ser*ral weeks, and there is not, much probability 
that the Romans will lx; atilo to exist longer than. Hint iu 
the midst of rotting corpses." 

"What yon. would Jmvo us ahnudnn 11k temple to the 
heathen," John of GUohala answered. '-Such counsel 
call only come from n rogue like yon, who from the very 
outset have only nuulo thUi holy war an excuse for mur- 
der and pill ago!" 

"Just listen to tho Galilean!" Ilio Captain of the 
bandits retorted. -Who was it, pray, who stole (ho 
sacred vessels out of tin, treasury m „l melted thrill 
downT") It would servo you right to pour the molten 
gold down your thrnal! Hnl h)D tilat p9CS( la ko your 
Galileans and defend tin* (ample, wMcli is no longer 
capable of defence siuco the Aulouia was l«.sl to us by 
your fault!'* 

"Who shall defend (he temple, wfaeO the Lord Him- 
Belf is its defender!" shouted Ben Belga, rushing into 
tho Conned chamber. "Me will encamp about ua like a 
devouring tin;, iuid wn -hail wall uninjured uotd the 

flames, as Ananias, A/^iriasand Misaolin tho fiery furn- 
ace at Babylon. Come, come and behold, how the Lord 

will appear! He will come in a chariot or fire, riding on 
the wings of tho wind; He will come — " 

"Yea, He cometh on tho clouds of Heaven with 
much power and majesty, as He declared when Ho stood 
before my tribunal, and I rent my sacerdotal vestment, 
and said: He hath sunken blasphemy. Thereupon all of 
you cried aloud : He is worthy of death; Crucify Him!" 
These words were uttered by the aged Gatapbaa who 
entered at tliat moment. 

When tho Humans set fire to the pate of the temple, 

Gtez.i, who remained in charge of the poor ohl madman, 
hastened to Blensar's bedside, to ask whether honliouid 
not let him go free, far fear lost ho should lie buried 
beneath the rains of the temple. BtauorgUU lay, ns ho 
bad lain for several days, in a stale of uiiroiiAeiotisness, 
and Sathanfol, who was watching beside him, answered 
in his place, bidding tiiozi takeoff his fetters and escape 

»> lb. V. 13j 6. 
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With him to tie town. "I will sec," he added, "if I 
cannot follow you Willi Ttiamar ami ItacLel. Only mind 
you leave the key in tho trap -dour loading into the sub- 
terranean passage. Eusebius says. Kleazar Cannot live 
beyond today, and as soon as he is dead, wo shall leave 
the temple." Gfeti had accordingly Wrack tho fetters 
off tho unhappy maniac, intending to conduct him Inlo 
the city; but before he could look ronud the old man 
eluded him, and dashed up the stairs. At tho top he 
saw the door of the Chamber Gftdttl i n Front of him ; the 
Bight revived old memories and lie entered the Council 
chamber with a stately step, in the firm, belief that he 
was still the high -priest. 

He stood, drawn np to his full height; lus lofty 
stature, his comely bead, his lorij? snowy locks Jailing 
on to his shoulders, and his beard descending to his 
girdle, made him a figure worthy to bo a pal riareb, had 
not the nro of frenzy that gleamed in his Mood-shot eves 
proclaimed only too plainly that reason was dethroned. 
Drawing together the foiled and tattered remnants of his 
garment with a dignified gesture, as it they were the 
purple- and scarlet of the Hijdi-prlest's vestment, he 
walked straight up to the High-priest's chair, which 
Stood empty, nnd seated himself upon it. Al I who were 
present fell back to right and left, and a sadden silence 
fell upon the assembly. 

'•What is it a J tout, which yon hike counsel T" tho 
weird'looking old man inquired. "Why do you shrink 
from met Where is the reverential greeting that Cuia- 
phas was wont to receive f When was it — not long ago 
I am certain — that from this very seat I gave you this 
excellent advice: *Hia expedient that one man shall die, 
and that the whole nation perish not. Crucify himl 
Otherwise the Romans will come, and take away oar 
city and our temple.' And you had the wisdom to foil ow 
my counsel; you cried aloud: 'His blood he upon ns 
and upon oar «hildrt>ft!> HuhA, how wise we all were 
then! If only He were not to come on the clouds of 
IleavCn ; but He will come. He will come! But we will 
tell no one of it; it shall be hushed nj> as WM that tire- 
some story about the resurrection ; we will give money 
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to all who sec Him coine on the clonds, and forbid tliem 
U> tell others ol it. Do you hear 1 That is the counsel I 
give you. Money, money! How pan. tho poor Nuzarite 
oppose the power of goldf lla<l lie liecm possessed of 
this world's riches, we should have recognized Him as 
our Messiah. Linton therefore to tho words of your 
High-priest. Why do yon n» away! Perhaps He is 
coming now, coming on (he, clouds of Heaven — " 

.Such was the fashion in wliieh Cainphas wont on j:iv- 
ia £i growing hoar.se wilh speaking, white (.hit members 
of the Sanhedrim all went out , leaving him alone In the 
Council-chamber. "Leek him in," Huidone»of the last 
who issued from it, "then thn wretched creature cannot 
go about among the people any morn, frightening them 

with (lie horrid things be wyfl." Kothey turned the 

key in the lock, and left the unhappy mamiau there. 

"A Crazy UigUpiit'sI ! Wiy Btuubta lor a puck of 
madmen like these 1" Biiiion lien (JioniH observed with 
a sniilo, ua he hasten**! to assemble !n - followers round 
him at the eastern gate. ''Let those who will make a 
rush for the upper ciLy follow tm",'' bo shouted. Then 
he ordered the hntxru gales to l« thrown open, and with 
all Ins men made a furious onslaught on the Itomuue. 

Tho battle that ensued was one of tlio fiercest that 
was, waged throughout tlio whole period of the siege. 
The l!-:un.i;is received the attack standing shoulder to 
shonldcr like a wall, covering themselves with their 
shields, an 1 swerving not an inch : all about the tcmplo 
resounded the shouts of war and tho clangor of ar-nig. 
Prom the top of tho Anlonirt Titus directed the fight, 
ami when be saw (lie squadron likely to give way, he went 
a troop of cavalry to support them, lien Ciiorns was 
forced to retreat to (hut Knst gate; but when the horse- 
men retired, be dashed out oneo more, and trampling 
OVer the dead and dying, fought liis way with di>H|texato 
energy (o the bridge connecting Mount Bum with the 
upper city. John of (iisehala and a goodly Imml of 
armed men accompanied liim, while thousands preferred 
to remain behind and share the fale of the temple, and 
others, attempting to reach tlio bridge, were intercepted 
by the Komans. 
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lo Hie rear of the flying foe the cohorts Gtorm<-<1 the 
eastern gate of tho temple, Uio fur-famed Corinthian 
pile, and penetrated into the interior, pulling all to the 
swoid, without distinction of apeor sex. For, as has 
beeu slid, Uie Roiuun soldiery wero so infuriated by the 
long and stubborn resistuucc (hat they showed no merer; 
(lie bodies of tho slain covered the niurblo pavement 
ami Jay heaped one upon the other up to the very steps 
of the altar, while streams of blood flowed down iuto 
the outer court. 

Whilst the Angel of Death entered through (he east- 
ern iwrtoi into thy temple, on the northern side the work 
of destruction was carried o-n l>y fire. The soldiers were 
Btlll employed in quenching the fhuues, which had been 
the means of affording them ingress through one of the 
silver gates, when thcJowa, leaping over the busies 
ruins, fell upon them. This last desperate sally was 
toady ut (he same time that the cohorts were storming 
the Corinthian gale, and if was not repulsed without 
considerable difficulty. Then one of the soldiers, "an 
Instrument," as Josephns") says, "of divine wrath, 
snau-hed a blazing log from the mass of burning mater- 
ial, mid, lifted up by another soldier, IW it through 
tho golden window, through which there ruaiim 
to the rooms that wcro round about ilio holy house." 
the flaring brand probably alighted on thy morn of 
wood, stacked (here in readinesH forthe burnt offerings: 

at any rata it feJJ upon mhuo Inflammable BnbsCance 

which was RjMHMlily ignited, for red tongues of flame 

immediately filiot up on high. With loud cries of bunnk- 
taii.in the Jews, thinking no longer of their Uvea, rushed 
to the spot to save their temple. 

This oeeorred on the 101b of August, when the 91m 
was at the meridian. A messenger came miming to 
Titus to tell him that the temple wa» on fire; whereupon 
he rose in haste and accompanied by Lucius and tho 
other commauders, hastened to the sanctuary. Actuated 
some by curiosity, olhers by the hope of plunder, the 
legions followed him, with the exception or those whom 
military duty compelled to remain at their posts. 

') Ibid. VI. 4, 5, 
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"It is probably only some outbuildings," the General 
said to Lucius. "The massive walla uf tbe temple 1 1 ----- 1 r 
would not catch fire bo quickly. There will not be muck 
difficulty in extinguishing the conllugration. " 

"All your eOorts to giro the lie to our Lord's pre- 
diction will be fruitless," LncitiM answered. 

The cloisters were already on flrfl when they reached 
the spot, and oil the uorth side of (lie holy house smoke 
and flames were seen to ascend. The temple itself still 
Stood unhurt in all its glory and iiiitjerslic proportions. 
"Let the men form a lino to the pond on tho north aide; 
it must and shall be extinguished,'' Titus commanded. 

Tlie tumult and clamor of the disorderly soldiery, 
the shrieks of the dying; were deafening. To tlin root of 
tho royal cloisters, which on tin- south joined the outer 
Court of the temple, a multitude of (hi; people, eliielly 
women and children, in number nliout six thousand ') 
had fled for refuge ; (Im'mo were all burnt to death, not 
one escaping with hm lite. In vain did Titus by word 
and sign command the lire to lie quenched, and endeavor 
to restore tranquility mid order; he wms not heard, his 
bche-sl -; were not heeded, (ho noise drowued his voire. 
Ms signal was not seen by the soldiers, bent as they 
were on bloodshed and plunder; each one's own passion 
was his commander nt that time. As they crowded into 
the temple many of thorn were trampled on by one anoth- 
er, while a great number fell among the ruins which were 
still hot and smoking and met their death amid the 
burning rafters that had formed the roof of the cloisters. 

Not without difficulty did Titus work Ins way to the 
temple; accompanied by his officers, he entered the holy 
place. He wan filled with aunuxemtuit at tin* Hplendor 
and wealth, when he beheld the tallies of oblation, the 
Wall overlaid with plates of gold, the colossal candelabra, 
the vine over the entrance to the Holy of holies with its 
gigantic golden grapes, tho ciiudh'stii'ks with seven 
branches and the table ol slww-hreud, fashioned of niiro 
gold and so heavy, that its weight had secured it from 
the greedy handl Ol the plunderer. "TV hut a glorious 
structure, and what immense riches!" Titus again ex- 
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claimed. Ho then resolved to make one last effort to 
save the temple. *'Aa yet only the rooms, round about 
arc on fire, the flames have not reached the interior! 
Luc-irk, Cerealis, assemble those men on whom yon can 
rely and force the troops to put out the fire. II need be, 
let the lictors beat the refractory ones villi their staves. 
1 will have it, the temple shall not be Given over to 
destruction V 

-'Too late!" Cerealis rejoined. "Caesar, do you not 
nee t-lio flames bursting oat from beneath that door 
which leads to the upper chauibersT" 

"By Jupiter ! These mad fellows must have thrown 
ore on the threshold whilo we were actually standing 
here; WoD, well, -we mortals cannot contend against 
wte. Lucius, I could almost relievo that the prophet 
of ft azareth you speak of possessed supernatural know 
lege. At any rate, try to save tills golden table, the 
candlesticks, and any thing else that can be carried 
away, from being bestroyed.'' 

Titus left the temple sorrowfully. The officers col- 
lected a Tew trustworthy men just in time to rescue the 
! , °',s hew - h "n*Ii the altar ot incense and the cande- 
labra. The flames bad already mounted to the roof of 
i sa 1 n * tnaT r- Tlie dr .V wood, the thick mfters o* 
cedar blazed furiously, and the molten gold of tlie plates 
wherewith they were covered f C l| in heavy, burning 
drops to the ground below. 

"We most be gone," the deenrfon Martins exclaimed. 
It is a pity; I should have no objeetion to gather a 

SSS." ° 8e e ° Wcn grapu8 » han & a B o» tlie vine over 

"Pray how did yon propose to get them, comrndef "- 
one of his men remarked, sneeringly. "Whv tliat Tine 
bangs some 120 feet high. But I tell you what, we will 
".? n note of the place, for tho gold will .HI be found 
amid the rubbish, when it Is cool enough for us to 
Much in tt. Co me away now ! The heat is intolerable, 
ajui tlie names are spreading to tho next roof." 

"■tt hat an immense weight this candlestick is! One 
wonders however the Jews scraped together such a mam 
or goJd. I did not know there was as much to be found 
in the whole wide world. Take wire that it ianothurt!" 
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"Yes, tJiey will open their eyes in Rome, when they 
see all those pretty tilings! I understand now why our 
gods i»re jealous of the God o! the Jews. Oar emperors 
did not malic them any snch offerings." 

Lucius bade them make haste, and warned the other 
nohUera, who wanted to strip some pieces of the gold 
from the waifs, that they had better leave the building. 
Hume (lid not listen to him, and fell victims to their 
rapaeity. 

Lucius paused a moment to- east one look at the mag- 
nifl-ccnce ol the lordly structure, shining in the almost 
l»-j pendicalar rays of the midday sun. "For the last 
time!" he exclaimed. "Ere long it will b*t a heap of 
blackened rains." As he spoke, a blitzing log f.-ll from 
the roof of tho sanctuary, and set fire to the Holy of 
holies, beautiful in its fourfold coloring. It (lured up, 
being rent asunder an the burning fragment* ascendwl, 
and were scattered far ami wide. The tears emtio to 
Lucius' eyes aa he wended his way buck to the fortress 
over the blood-stained ground, amid th« dead bodies or 
the fallen. "Great* and adorable art Thou, O Lord, in 
the manifestation of Thy avenging justice as iu that of 
Thy tender compassion." lie murmured. "The destruc- 
tion of this temple hy lire is but u> foreshadowing of the 
Judgment to come r when in the presence of the wrathful 
Judge the whole earth will be consumed In an awful 
eou tlagration ! ' ' 



CHAPTER 61. 

Heroic Deeds. 

Io great excitement Nnthaniel watched by his broth- 
er' a bedside, and listened to the noise of battle that 
reached his ear in the remote chamber whither the sick, 
man had been removed alter the Antenia was taken by 
the Romans. It was situated under the roof, in the 
northern wing, adjoining the rooms appropriated to tho 
virgin* who served in the temple. For the root of the 
cloisters was no longer a place for a wounded man, aa 
it was occupied by the Zealots, who day and night kept 
up an incessant discharge of arrows ami other missilet* 
upon the enemy, while the battering-rams had been 
brought up to play on tho fortifications. Eleazar entreat- 
ed to be allowed to die under the open vanltof heave", i» 
sight of the adversary; he even said: "Throw mo down 
from the battlem*nts upon the storming party, that I 
may at least crush and kill one man in my fall." But 
no one heeded the ravings of a fever- patient, and he WaS 
carried to tho hot, close chamber urn^r the burning roof. 

There he lay for the most part in a kind of stu]>or, 
or listening to the dull deep Bound or the battering- rams, 
that went to the very marrow of bin bones. Knsebiua 
wondered how long his iron constitulioa would hold out 
against the poison which overflowed into his veins from 
the festering wound. ... . 

"This day will be his last," Ensebius said when ne 
paid him his accustomed visit on the morning of the 10th 
of August. "Give him some of these drops, and if per- 
chance he comes to himself, you may make a last 
attempt to induce him to believe in Christ and receive 
baptism. While there is life there is hoi»e. Rachel has 
suffered bo much and prayed so much for him; it may 
be that the Lord will soften his hard benrt after all. But 
if he bursts into a fury again, da not say another word. 

(578) 
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Thereupon the physician went his way to the city 
where were many sick ;iml dying in n^ed of his succor 
Mini solace. Ho wanted to take Thamar with him, bat 
she thought herself bound by the promise she had given 
Eleazar to remain with Jiim to the end; besides, she did 
not likei to leave poor Rachel alone at such a trying 
time. Tired out with sitting up all night, they withdrew 
to an adjoining c)iam))cr to take a little rest, bidding 
Nathaniel call them, if the sick man showed any signs 
of returning consciousness. The noise of the battering- 
rums hod ceased, and lor the moment comparative tran- 
quility prevailed. 

The quiet lusted about an hour; at the end of (hat 
time voices were heard in the Court of the Women. Na- 
thaniel caught the words: "They are netting the gates 
on fire," and ran in terror to (lie window. Almost 
immediately Uiezi entered the room and confirmed the 
truth of what the boy had heard. What w:ia ho to dol 
He wished he hud told the old servant, who wentuway 
directly to man CiuaphiW, to find home ol Klciiw»r ) s 
friends who would tome and save him from lieing burnt 
lo death. IIu knrw that even with the help of the 
women he could not carry him down the stairs, lie ran 
to and fro from the bed to the window several times 
perplexed and irresolute, then all at once he saw a 
change come over Eleazar's countenance. 

"Brother, brother, do you know me nowt" he cried. 
"Just think they have set the gales of the temple on fire ! " 

"Give me some; water, Nathaniel, 1 am consumed 
with thirst. What are the i>oo>ple Bhontingf Fire I Is 
the temple really on fire!" 

"So they say, but do not 1h» alarmed. The fire will 
be exlingiiifdied, or I will fetch some men to carry you 
away from here. I will call liucliel and Thninar, they 
will stay with you till I eoms bark with sonic bcaren*. 
Keep quiet ; we will letch you in goml time!" 

A few moments later the two women were apiin at 
their post beside the dying man, who had closed his 
eyes and lay quite still. Nathsiniel went for help. As 
he left the room ho said; "II he dies before I come 
back, do not wait for me. You know the trap door in 
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Eleaxar>e room next to the Gasith chamber, you can get 
through that into the subterranean way, Btay there at tho 
loot or the Bte]w till I come and show you the way out," 

For what seemed a long time the twowonicu waited 
and watched, but Kleazardid not open his eves a gain, 
"He will puss away like this," Rachel Bald sobbing. 

Jast Mien the uproar occasioned by the last desperate 
Sally began. Ben Gioras was heard to exclaim: "Let 
all who can come save themselves with us!" This was 
followed by a chorus of wailing and woe. 

"What lis to become oS ns ! The Romans are making 
their way in!" Tim mar said to herself. 

Then the aged Fhenenna Mltered, with (he three vir- 
gins wlio bad alone remained with her; they too were 
Wiping and wailing. "All that the I»rd foretold is 
being accomplished," she said. "The heathen are 
penetrating into His sanctuary, and not one slone will 
be left upon another!" 

"God be thanked, dear Mother, for having bronght 
you and these your pupils to the knowledge of the truth 
We hare all been born again by water and tho Holy 
Uncet, and may hope to find a merciful Judge, in Christ 
our Lord." Thus Thamar tried to console the mourn- 
ing women. 

Then again the appalling cry re-sounded from the 
court below: "The temple is on Tire! The tempi© is 
being burnt down!" ' 

Tha mar toned white to th e lips. "Fly, motlier, fly 
will, your daughter*. Be quick, try and patt through 
the corridor above the NhanorGatc iulo the south wing 
Ihere in the chamber adjoiutug the Gasltfa theri is a 
trap door, it takes info an underground passage. Go 
down the steps and wait at the bottom for Nathaniel, 
whe* win show yon a place of safety." 

"And you, my daughter 1 Will you not come too 
and escape from tha flames I" Phenemm inquired. 

"I will come as soon as I am free. F cannot leave 

Kacncl and Eleazar now. Pray for us and for him; he 
is dying." 

"God bless yoo for all yon have done for me! And 
may He Bend to yonr succor His holy augel who anffei ed 
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not the fire to toncb, the three children in the fiery Jura- 
aco." The aged lady then departed to seek safety for 
uewelfand her companions. 

In vain Rachel urged Thamar to go with Phenemua. 
"It is quite enough if I stay with Bleaxar till Nathaniel 
comes with help," Bho said. "You are young, save 
your life." 

"No, Rachel, go yourself. Remember tliia poor 
fellow is more lucliued to do what I a.sk hi m than what 
yon ask ; let me «t»y here nml make a final attempt to 
save his soul," Thamar rejoined. 

•'Yon will give up your life for himl let me make 
the sacrifice!" 

"Look, you are just as willing as I am to sacrifice 
yonrself for him, though he never returned your affec- 
tion. I could not Rive him my heart, as lie wished, 3 
will give my life for him instead, us our Lord laid down 
His life for His enemies* 11 

While this generous contest went en, the devouring 
flames wen- gaining ground rapidly in the temple. The 
Courts were compariiliv.'Iy rmiet, the fiylit and the 
butchery were over. Now from the Holy of holies the 
crackling of tho flames, the crash of falling timber ma 
distinctly audible,andTIiauiivr, planting in thai; diriH-tion, 
saw the Roman soldiers carrying out the candlesticks 
with seven branches. Others followed drugging out the 
golden table of shew-bread, and — who was that fair- 
haired Officer who was driving the plunderers out of the 
sanctuary? Ho turned bis head j no, she had uot been 
mistaken, it wan Lucius whom (die saw. 

For a moment she forgot everything - y tho dying man, 
her own perilous situation, and only thought of him. 
Her heart heat so violently that, she hail to lay hold on 
the window-sill to steady herself. What should she dot 
Call In him? Hasten to- him ami beg liim to carry the 
dying man In hEs strong anus out of thr- burning lionsef 
He would do it ; he was so geiWOUS and besides he was 
a Christian. Then she rcm-embcred that if Klenzar saw 
him, his passionate anger would burst out afresh, and 
sti&e every other feeling within his breast, arid he would 
appear before his Judge with rage in his heart, before 
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that Jndge who said: *Tn whatsoever place the tree 
shall fall, there it shall be." (Eeclcs. 11, 3.) 

No, she could Dot venture to summon Lucius- to her 
aid at that critical juncture. 

Thaniar watched the man she loved till he was out 
of sight. She told herself: that all was over now, she 
should never see him agaiu, and she prayed God to 
accept her sacrifice and have mercy on the soul that 
was- so soon to take ita flight* 

Then she turned away and went hack to the couch 
where EleazflT lay, to all appearances asleep. "The 
flames are coming nearer," she said to- Rachel, "and 
Nathaniel seems unable to find any one to- succor os. 
Let us give him a few drops of this cordial, perhaps 
with God's blessing it may have a good effect." 

Shortly alter Eletuar had swallowed the medicine, he 
opened his eyes, he looked calmer than he had done for 
weeks. Recognizing Kachei who was kneeling beside 
him, he thanked her in a gentler tone than she was 
wont to hear from his li(>8. 

The tears sl«rted to her eyes, and she kissed the 
cold hand that moved restlessly over the coverlet. "O 
Elcazar, I alwayB tried to be "kind to yon. Forgive me 
for not making your life happy!" she humbly begged. 

The dying man shook his head, ami after a short 
pause, he answered: "It was. not your doing, hut my 
own ; I threw away the happiness that 1 might have had. 
Alas, for my pride, my auger! How wrongly I have 
acted, what wrong 1 have done to you. Forgive me. " 

"May God forgive yon as freely as I do, dearest. 
Eleazar," Bhe said, kissing his forehead, already moist 
with the cold sweat of death. "Ho will forgive you if 
even at the last you grasp the hand which in His mercy 

He holdB out to yon." 

"Alas, is it not too latel I had such a terrible dream ; 
I thought the temple was on fire, and lay grandfather 
who brought the curse on our house by putting the Naz- 
arite to death, stood with my father amid the flames. 
They wanted to drag me in ; I cried for help, and looking 
up to Heaven, I saw Jesus of Nazareth on the clouds, as 
my grandfather used to say so often, and wiLh menacing 
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look He showed me a roll, whereon all my misdeeds 
were inscribed: my unkimlnesg (o you, the mnrder of 
Maaahem the Galilean, the desecration of the temple, 
my pride aQd unbelief — an intolerable weight of guilt! 
In my dream I gavo myself ii|> (o despair uad whs about 
to east myself headlong into (he Haines, but you and 
Thamar held me back, Then i woke aud saw you here. 
Where la Tbamarl" 

Thamar had withdrawn into Hie background when 
Eleazar woke to consciousness; she rejoic«-d to hear in 
what an altered tone he Bpokoto his wife. ''KouJ that 
I was," she s.ii'l in her heart, "to think I should havo 
the privilege of saving this soul! No, it is Rachel's 
reward for long years of patient love and labor." Then 
bearing her name, she Htcppod forward, saying: "I am 
here, Kleazjir." 

He turned towards lier, but his eyes were already 

dimmed by the shadow of approaching death. "Where 

are yon. I eannot Bee you, it is :---i r i [,;■ dark," he said. 
"Ah, that in yonr warm hand. Hold mine, do nob let it 
go, to show you understand what 1 say : I liavo wronged 
you too. But what is tliis frightful heat! What are the 
people crying out f I hear tin crackling of flames; am 
I dreaming again t" 

"Shall we tell him 1" Rachel whispered. 

The ear of the dying man caught and comprehended 
the wordrt. Hearing often remains, and IB as acuie as 
ever, when sight fails, and life is at its last ebb. "You 
are concealing something from me — 1 know what it is — 
the temple is on fire, and yon are slaying; here » Mb >uc — " 

"To save your Bonl," Thamar <piiekly interposed, 
knowing the time was short. "Klrazar, do you believe 
that the Messiah has conic f That Jesus of Raxnretli — " 

Eleazar Hindu a Hupi-enm effort. "He -was the Mes- 
niah, For years I havo refused to Is-lievo it. I havo 
struggled against my conviction. — 39ow I give in." 

"Thank God!" Thamar exclaimed. "(Juiek, Rachel, 
tmpUxc him, he is dying!" 

With ;i trembling hand Rachel poured water on her 
husband's head and pronounced the formula of liaplisui. 
A deep breath heaved liis lirpsisl, and Kleazar's spirit 
tlepii : ted to appear before tlie tribunal of bis Judge. 
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"It is all over! Oh I trust lie is saved," Thamar 
said to Kaeiiel when she had made certain that life vat 
really extinct. "What better consolation could yon 
have!" Rachel threw her arras round the generous 
maiden, and thanked her with tears of deep emotion. 

"Now we have not a minnte to lose. It seems that 
the fire is all round us and under us too. flow burning 
the air is! Look, is not that smoke coming up thromrh 
the floor!" 

It was indeed smoke. The firebrands which the sol- 
diers who had penetrated into (he interior of the temple, 
thrust under the doors leading to the northern wing. 
had set on fire the wood which was piled up there for 
use in washing tho sacerdotal vestments; a«d from the 
ground floor the flames had mounted up by way ot the 
gallery in the Court of the Women, ascending thence to 
the upper story. At the same time the flames bursting 
through tho roof of the sanctuary had spread to the 
transept separating the Court of the Men from the Court 
of the Women. The rooi of the southern wing was also 
on fire; the dry timber caught like tinder and flared up 
instantly, emittinpaslieetof flame and voluuiesof smoko. 

A single glance out of the window showed Thamar 
the peril of the situation. There was no longer any 
possibility of making their escape through the corridor 
over tho Kicnnor flat*, and thus reaching tlio stairs 
which led down \u the (ia/.ith Chaiulwr. 

"Courage, Eaohel!" Thamar said. "Wo must get 
onto the roof, and see if wo ran make our way to the 
flight or steps in the turret which takes down to the 
ground floor in the south wing, in the hall of the Kuw- 
ltes. I hope we shall in that way be able to roach the 
Gazith Chamber and the subterranean passage where 
Nathaniel will surely hare been watting for ua a long 
time already." 

So sayi ng she took the trembling woman by the arm, 
and drew her away from Eleazar's corpse. Itnt the mo- 
ment slie Opened tho door, she was met by so dense a, 
vol tune of smoke, that she hastily closed it again. "My 
good Angel, help oat" nhe cried; thon «he quickly 
dipped her veil in the water jug and wrapped it round 
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her head, bidding her companion do the same. "We 
ninst get ont, it in only a Jew steps up to the roof," she 
said, dragging Rachel lo (he door, ltut when the door 
was- again opened not only a I hick cloud of black sinoke 
but bright tongues Olflunfibamd their passage; Rachel 
screamed and fell to tlie ground in a swoon. 

All hO{>6 of escape seemed gone. TIi:im:Lr conld not 
bring it over herself to abandon her frii'iid, and she had 
not the strength to carry ha on to the roof. She knelt 
down beside her; licrown head begun !o swim. 

In the meantime Nathaniel had been Seeking in vain 
ior some one to rescue his brollier. The Ken lots had all 
disappeared; they were eillu*r slain or bad retreated 
"witli Ben GioiUH over the bridge I" ihe Upper City. To 
escape from tlie terrible earusge going mi ha that quar- 
ter, the boy drew huelt into :i coiner under the steps 
that took iip into tins ca«t lower ol the sonlh wing. 
Women and children were butchered baton his eyes by 
the exasperated Komans; the boy shuddered with tear 
and horror as he listened t" the vain cries for mercy 
uttered by the victims and the last groans from the lips 
of the dying. 'While this lasted tic could not collect his 
thoughts, but by degrees quiet fM nstOCWlj and he 
began to consider what he could do for his own rescue 
and that of bis friends. 

At first he thought he would wait till daybreak, and 
then creep round to the underground -passage. But how 
about Rachel and Thamarl He could not. leave thcin to 
their fate. By that, time he thought Eleaaar must surely 
he dead, and they would be waiting for liim at. the 
appointed place. Supposing however that the fire had 
nil too soon reached Mir building where his brollier sunt 
the two women were! Nathaniel had no conception of 
the rapidity with which a conlhtgnitmn spreads; he 
remembered the massive stones that formed the walls of 
the temple, ami tried to console himself by Haying Unit 
they conld not lie burnt. Yet he grew more and more 
uneasy; he fancied he heard the crackling of flames 
above the clamor made by the soldiers at the Hast pate 
hard by: "My God, what shall I do to help themt 
Mercifully Buggest sonic good idea to my foolish mind," 
he prayed in his distress. 
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He repeated a verse or two of the ninetieth psalm, 
commending himself to the guardianship of the Angels, 
then he ventured ont of his hiding-place. "They can 
but cut me down, as they have ail these poo-r creatures, 
it is an easier death than burning," he said as he hesi- 
tatingly stepped over the heapSi of corpses to the en- 
trance of the Court ol the Women. Slipping behind one 
of the massive pil lars be glanced op at the windows ol the 
room where Eleazar lay, and saw Thamar — if his eyes 
did not deceive him — in the act of turning away from it. 
Mow he first became aware of the rapid progress Uie 
conflagration had made since he left Eleazar's side. At 
that time he could only see- a few thin columns of smoke, 
now the roof of the north wing and the transept were 
wrapt in flames and there seemed no way of escape out 
of the imminent danger. 

Nathaniel knew not which way to turn. He saw the 
soldiers carrying out the candelabra and the table of 
gold, and heard their comrades at the Corinthian gate 
exulting over the rich booty. His eyes filled with tears; 
he turned t© fly when one of the soldiers who were en- 
gaged in pillage caught sight of him and drew his sword 
to hew him down. The panic-stricken boy entreated 
that his life might he spared. But before the blow fell, the 
arm that wielded the weapon was grasped from behind 
and a voice exclaimed: "Shame on you, to strike a mere 
child! Be off with you! Knoiigh blood Ii:im lieen shed." 

Nathaniel threw himself at hist deliverer's foot stam- 
mering out his thanks. Raising his eyes he saw a hand- 
some conntenance with fair curly locks and kindly blue 
eyes, and instantly cried out: "TbeConturion Lucinn!" 

"Tbatismynarne. How comes it that yon know met" 

"I once saw you when my brother brought yon as a 
prisoner to our house, and Benjamin ami Tiiamor have 
talked about you so mnch, that I conld not forget you," 
Nathaniel answered. Then he hastily added : "God and 
His good Angels have sent you 1 Help us and rescue ns! 
Do you see yonder window! There my hrolhcr is lying 
at the point of death ; Thamar and Rachel are with Mm, 
and the flames are getting nearer and nearer — " 

"Do yon mean Thamar, Rabbi Sadoc's daughter!" 
Lucius asked horror stricken at what he heard. 
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"Tee, Benjamin's sister — You will not rescue my 
poor brother, he is yon r enemy ! 1 lot at least have pity 
on i J i'.' two women, they have done no harm," Nathaniel 
entreated . 

"If he were my tleailllc.it enemy, a thousand times 
over I would rescue him it 1 could, ;m«l the two women; 

only tall mo how it can bo done." Lochia rejoined. 

"Coruc, you are s1r«mg and can cany Klenzar," Na- 
thaniel said, running up lh« sUiirrt leading to the Upper 
story of the south wing. Lucius followed him ; all went 
Tell till they came near the transept nhovo the Kiciinor 
Oate. There a locked door hurled their progress, and 
it was Some time beforo the Roman officer could succeed 
In forcing it open. Ami wheu they readied lire corridor 
they were driven hack by the smoke and Hamcs. Tho 
boy wrung his hands in despair. 

"Wecannot no any further Oils way, and if we could, 
It would bo impossible to get baek n^iiiii with the nick 
man and the women. Do you know of no oilier way to 
the rooms ahovel" Lucius said. 

JJathanicl, who had bc^un to cry, dcelared that he 
did not, ami pmnled to the windows of the lower story 
out of which the flames were already pouring. For a 
moment Lucius was nonplussed. Then he noticed that 
the roof of the eastern part of the building was still un- 
burnt, and he thought that by means of it he could reach 
the northern wing. He remembered that tho Jews had 
hurried hia troops with missiles thrown from the plat- 
form there, and concluded that there must be a flight of 
Stairs leading on to it. Nathaniel confirmed Ibis opin- 
ion, and they determined to make the forlorn attempt. 

Hastily retracing their sleps tlicy niouulcd to Urn 
roof of the tower of the south wing. The battlements 
that crowned it row several yurdH higher than tbu plate 
form intervening between il and the Bower SO tho other 
end, in the au^te of tho north wing, whieh wart of ft 
correspond iing height. Tho lofty platform over tho 
Eastern Gate, with its lordly crown of pinnacles also 
offered nn almost insurinonalalile obstacle, 

"However could we contrive lo bring a wounded man 

and two women over hcrcT" Lucius asked in dismay. 
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■H we could only get them on to the tower yonder 
the moire leading down to the gate might still ho pasa. 
able. You would protect us irom your comrades." 

Nathaniel answered. 

''Well , we can bnt try," the Roman rejoined, swing- 
ing himself over the battlements, whence he could just 
let himself down on to the edge ol the platform below. 
He helped Nathaniel down; then they hastened to the 
tower crowning the Eastern or Coriuthhin Gate. That 
had atso to bo climbed at no small personal risk. 

When he reached the roof of the tower, Lucius was 
descried by the soldiers who had crowded in the spacious 
Court of the Gentiles and stood watching (he flames 
devouring the temple with mingled feelings of delieht 
and horror. Over against the Eastern gate the legions 
had Bet up their ensigns, and there they offered incense 
to the great silver eagle of Jupiter. The thin thread of 
fragrant smoke rose on the still air, while columns Of 
fire, consuming thousands of corpses, flared up to the 
heavens. In a semi-circle behind the ensigns Titus was 
standing with the officers of his staff. Suddenly Cerea- 
Hffj to whom tlic aeration Martina had pointed out the 
figure climbing orer the battlements, was heard to ex- 
claim : "LnciiiM It iatho legate LuriusFlavns!" 

"So it is, by Jupiter,'- Titus said. "How can tlie 
mu have got up Micro ami what can he want I No doubt 
it is some narc-braliied scheme, connected with hia creed 
in some way or other. Otherwise J. consider him a 
thoroughly abl*, valorous officer, trustworthy in every 
respect and as devotedly loyal to the Emperor as anv 
one could be, in epite of hia strange tenets. We must 
try to rescue him. Lucius, Lucius Flavus!" the com- 
mantier-in-chicf shouted at the top of hi fl voice. 

The Legale heard him and advanced to liie parapet 
He BalDtod theGeneral and shouted in his turn , pointing 
to the east tower ol the north wing : "Take ladders and 
ropes over there!" 

•'ForGod'seake!" Nathaniel ejaculated, "The flames 
are bursting out over the roof! Shall wo tw in time f" 

in fact, when they reached the tower even the during 
Lucius hesitated a moment The greater part of the 
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north wing was all ablaze, ami the lieat that met them 
was perfectly stifling. "Whew in Hie trap-door by 
which we can get into the rooint" he* asked. 

Nathaniel indicated the place, which happily was not 
far off. 

"And when I pet through, which is the door, and: is 
it to the right or the Jt-Rt" 

Again Nathaniel gave Him desired information, ad- 
ding he would go down too. ltut Lucius forbade him, 

saying: "Stay here, it is quite »■ i .h fur one o( ns to 

risk his life. Jf I do Dotcom* buck in it few minutes, 
save yourself by way of the stairs if you ran. Or wait 
in the shelter of the wall till Titus semis aid. God heh> 
as both." 

While Lucius leapt upon (he roof of the north wing, 
and rushed to the trap-door, holding up Ins military 
cloak with his left hand like a shield to protect his head 
from the fierce heiil, he prepared himself for death, and 

made ft heartfelt act of roiilrit .ion and sorrow for the sins 
of Ids past life. Bethought of his inoihcr and sister, 
who would probnMy never hear of him again. It is 
wonderful how much passes through Hie mind in such 
moment^ of intense, ewileineiit, and how long-for- 
gotten memories slurb np afresh. Thus whilst Lucius 
opened the trap-door, ami with teeth firmly set groped 
his way through tlie dense smoke down the stairs., lie re- 
membered a trifling Childish fault whereby he had vexed 
his mother, and it grieved him to think he should never 
have an opportunity of again asking her to forgive him. 

Holding his breath ho fled onward. The third door 
on the right; there it was, he hurst it open. "Thamar" 
he cried. 

He heard a faint cry for help and through the smoke 
he saw a slender [iguru rise from (he liner. 

"Be quick, go on to tho roof. Where is the wounded 
man!" 

"He is dead, hut there is ltaehel, she has fainted. 



><" 



My Qod, I can do no moi 

Lucius caught ber in his arms and carried her to the 

roof. He stopped one minute In take lircafh, then fought 

his way back to the room ami exerting his strength to 
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the utmost, bore Eachel also op the stairs. Happily 
Ihaiiiar was sufficiently revived to walk the tew steps 
to the tower; the wet veil, which she had wound round 
her head and necfe just before Lucius' arrival was of 
great service to her, ami Rachel partly covered con- 
sciousness. 

With Lucius' help Thamar clambered on to the plat- 
form, and between them they managed to lift Kachel up. 
Ihea Lucius followed, and he thought the worst was 
over. But Jsathaniel came running up to say that the 
spiral staircase was quite impassable; in fact a dense 
mass of smoke issued out of the entrance to it as soon 
as it was opened. 

What was to be done nowf Lucins stepped on to the 
parapet and looked (Iowa on the sea of heads in the 
forecourts below. The people saw him, shouted and 
made SlgOB to him, directing his attention to a wide 
projection in the massive wall of the temple which 
would afford a temporary shelter from the heat Of tlie 
advancing fire. They could reach that ledge with lad- 
ders, but it was some fifteen or sixteen feet nearer the 
ground than the breastwork over which Lucins was 
leauiug, and the only way to reach it was by jumping 
down. The width ot the projection diminished tho 
Hanger to a. great extent, hut it would he an ad venturous 
cap even for a bravo man for the suke of wiving his 
life, and for women it appeared out of the question 

1 ot when Lucius asked Thamar, shy said she would 
attempt it, but Bathe] lacked the nerve, she begged the 
others to save themselves and leave her to hep fate. 
This they would not consent to do. 

"Weald yon ventnret" Lucins said to Nathaniel. 

loe boy looked down from the picldy height where 
ho stood with a doubtful expression, then ho said: 
■Ton go first, I will jump after you." 

™^ Th . iit . wi " nob d0 * l wiU ,oU y° u wfl y»" £n»hw 

responded. "Yon must go down to the Unmans below 
and take a message to Titus. He will send a strong 
soldier np to the projection who can help mo to ect 
these women down." 

Lucius hastily scribbled a few words on the tablets 
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he took from his Wast pocket, and gave them to the 
youth, saying: "Make up your nund at ouce. The 
Haoies are bflt gaining ground. Our rescues depends oa 

your courage." ,,■»«. 

"The soldiers will mi rely cut- me lo piece*," Nathan- 
iel replied, "bubperhapB they will MM the tabids and 
come to jour succor. Farewell Thiimur, fan-well Raeh- 
ol." And coniuiemling himseir to bla guardian angel, 
he spraug from the parapet, alighiing on his »»«d* and 
knees iu tlie centre of tlie projecting lodso or masonry. 

"Have you hurt yourself!" Tliamitr called out lo 
him. Nathaniel WU hurt, but h« would not bIiow it, 
and looking up, forced a smile while lie shook his head. 
Then ho crept along to the ladder, the top <>f whi< h did 
not reach up to the projection, ami bifid to put his loot 
on to the first rung. H was a pttrilOU moment ; Thaw 
grew giddy nt tin: sight and had to turn away; Lucius 
also trembled for the boy, us had his fool, slipped, he 
would have becudaHhed to piece* on Uie pavement below. 

Happily ho managed to ([ft ton lo the ladder, and 

descended aaunickly as ho could to the Holdiers standing 
at the foot. Before ho got within their reach, he turned 
round and Called to those who were nearest, and whose 
hands were already stretched out to help him down : 
•'Take this Jroin the Legale Lucius Tlavus to Titus your 
Oencral; then you are at liberty to nsake short work 

of me." 

The soldiers however admired the t>oy r s pluck, and 

bade him come down quick iiml deliver Iho nitttwage 
himseU toTiluH. 1 ) 

A few minutes later, Nathaniel was admitted to the 
commander's presettee. He handed him the tablets, on 
which these words were Inscribed: "For mercy 1 1 take, 
good Titm, and Martin* the t!ff«nW to me with a stout 
rope eome thirty frrt long, I nw! mve the life of two penou$ 

who are very ileur U> nwr." 

"What mud Ideiis this (ThriKt tan takes into Ins head ! 

To persist in rescuing two Jewesses ul the risk of his 

•) Joscphtw the hiitorUn relates a similar ftlMecdflte of a iboy 
who when the temple wa* on *irc. cllmhcd down the walla to 
fetch water for his eonipauioiu. (Wars el the Jews, VI. o, I.) 
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own lile, when thousands of their follow countrymen 
have been crucified to the just vengeance of the godsE 
But let lilm have what lie wanta." The General gave 
the ortler half -angrily, though 3n his secret heart he 
marvelled at the generous valor of the Christian officer. 
Martins the decurion lost no time in mounting the 
ladder with a coil of rope. He threw it up to Lucius 
who by its means cautiously let the two women one after 
the other down to where the soldier was standing. Then, 
he leapt down hims.-if, and all four readied the ground 
in safety. Titus was standing at the foot of the ladder, 
having come in person to witness the end of tho adven- 
tnre. By his permission Lucius conducted his friends 
to the camp. 

The conflagration had now reached its culminating- 
point. Huge columns of flame, crackling and roaring, 
rose up to Heaven from every roof. The falling rafters 
broke through one story after another and finally set on 
fire tho subterranean treasury chambers, where an im. 
mease quantity of valuables of all kinds were deposited. 
Josephus says: "One might have thought that tho hill 
Itself whereon the temple stood was full of fire Id every 
part of it." And in concert with the roar of tho de- 
vouring element myriads of voices ascended from the 
city In wailing, groans, lamentations and doleful cries, 
for in losing thi'ir temple the Jews lost their ;ri|, 

Luei us and Nathaniel had Scarcely left tlio Court of 

the Temple when an aged man was seen to Appear on 
the roof above its eastern portal. It was the maniac 
Caiaphas. Kseaping out of the Gazifh chamber, he 
fonnd himself surrounded with a ring? of fire. Dashing 
through the flames ho got out upon the roof, and there 
f rom the piuuacles of the sacred building he saw below 
him a surging crowd of Bo man soldiers, behind him the 
sanctuary in flames. For a moment or two he ran wildly 
to and fro, tearing his snowy heard; then with ;» shrill 
cry of despair, he threw np his arms above his head and 
precipitated himself headloug into the racing names. 



CHALTKIt 52. 
Hack ngain in licthanin. 

When Benjamin came l<- Iiih father with Hie lidi-njjs 
lliar the temple wiw on lire the Itnbbi would nut believe 
liiin. "Titus promised mn tlia(> In* would preserve it 

from destruction, and for (lint pi In t made over to 

Mm more than Hie Imlf of nil I poswss," he exclaimed,, 
niid hastened ont of (he cam | > with his f-un. When he 
actually saw the cveriuereasing volumes of smoke and 
flu inn arisini; from tin- root of the Imly house, ho renl his 
garments and mist dust ii]mui his head, scarcely able to 
restrain Hid wild oiilluii'Ht of li is I tiller grief. Benjamin's 
eyes, too, filled wilh bean, and lie. sobbed aloud. But 
of tins divine ch:i -i i:-'in.iii lie had Im'cii forewarned. 

''O Father," be Bald, "waa not Jesoa right, when Ho 
wept over Jerusalem and over tlie temple! I.ii'jhs Lold 
me it was out yonder that He stood when Ho shed tears 
oyer the ungrateful city, which killed the prophets and 
tlioae whom Goil sent to them, when He predicted all 
that isnow accomplished in our sight. Look Knther, look 
how it burns! Will yon not acknowledge now that the 
blessed Jesus spoke words of truthT l>n you not hear 
the wailing! The cries and lamentations reuch lis even 
here I" 

The Bpcctaclc 1>cfore him of the temple in flames, did 
in foot break down the olidiirate resistance of the Kahhi. 
Crushed and overwhelmed wilh grief, he fell on his 
knees anil cried iiloml to Heaven; "(foil of my fathers, 
have mercy, liavo eompassion upon me I I see now :!ni 

I have wilfully shut my oyi i n In the abundant proofs 
afforded me by the roB amotion »'»' I ho miracles of 
Jesus Thy Son. Lord, 1 believe, lielp Thou my uiiltoIicF! 
Punish me not urmrdiug to the ineuaiiro of my Iniquity, 
but pive me a share in Ihn great redemption, which 
Jesus purchased upon the cross for rc|>entaiit silinoral" 

(51): {) 
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Such was^ the supplication the Rabbi sent np to 
Heaven, and in wliich Benjamin joined with tears of joy. 
A ml as if Almighty God vouchsafed at that juncture to 
send a great and unlooked for happiness aa a pledge of 
His pardoning love to tlio contrite and broken in spirit, 
behold, Lucius and Nathaniel with the two women, were 
Been approaching by the foot path. 

Benjamin recognized his friend first of all, as he 
advanced by Lucius' Bide. "Father," he exclaimed, 
"here conies Nathaniel, the son of Atlantis, whom I left 
behind in the house with Thamar, I am sure it is he 
though he looks almost like a skeleton, and Lucius, the 
kind legate, is helping him along. And who are the 
two women who are following (hem? They are just 
coming round the hill, they are veiled, but — O Father, 
it is Thamar and our good Rachel I" 

The joy of this unexpected meeting was almost too 
mach for the agitated Kabbi. Few words were ex- 
changed between him and his children; they embraced 
one another with team, and it was not until the follow- 
ing day, when Thamar had related all her story to her 
father, that with few words but profound emotion, he 
thanked her rescner for his timely help. 

Lncins felt half inclined to take advantage of this 
opportunity (o ask Rabbi Sadoc for the luiiid of bis 
daughter, hut lie quickly abandoned tlte idea. "This is 
no time lor courtship/' he said to himself, "whilo the 
temple is in flames, and woe nnsiwakable prevails 
throughout Jerusalem. And who ran say whether, after 
all she has gone through during this terrible period, her 
heart is Still susceptible to earthly lovet" In fact ex- 
treme gravity marked every feature of the girl's coun- 
tenance, and it was some time before Benjamin's droll 
Sallies could bring a smile to her lips. 

A few days later Lncins, by the General's permission, 
took the little party under his prelection to the aban- 
doned farm at Bethania, where the memorable Fenst of 
the Passover had been kept. There they could reside 
more tranquilly than in the camp, whilst awaiting the 
end of the siege and the fate of the friends whom they 
had left behind in the doomed city. Berenice had, it is 
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trne, oDered to take the two women with her to Caesarea, 
whither she reluctantly return*."!, after lier wishes con- 
cerning the temple had boon thwarted. ButThamar and 
Rachel courteously deelined the royal lady'a proposal, 
saying they could not make np their minds to go to bo 
great a distance from tho city, where their assistance 
was required by frieotln and rekilives. 

Meanwhile the Siege of the Upper city pursued its 
regular course. Simon Ben Gionis ami John of GiNeliala 
had offered to surrender, if Titus would print them a 
free exit with their wives and eoUdreu. Hut Hie Roman 
Commander would not hear of Die emnpieivii dictating 

their own terms, so ho gave orders to erect I ho former 
banks before the wall*, and bring the enginea ol war to 
batter them. This gave Lucius Flavin* plenty of work, 
both by day and by night, us the Gonoral liked to have 
him on the spot. 

StilS Lucius found lime, lo ride over to Bethania now 
and again, and the siglit of hit* white home approaching 
the quiet homi'stend wan always a welcome one. All 
had onco more been pnt im order, mid old Silas, who had 
actually lived in Lazarus' cave ever since April, had at 
length been enticed into the light of day. At first he 
returned no answer to Benjamin's knocking and calling, 
ho that the boy thought that either the old gardener had 
gone away, or was perhaps dead. So he summoned 
Nathaniel to his aid, and both together they managed 
with a lever to roll away the stone that closed the aper- 
ture ; npon which they heard a strange grumbling noise 
in the Cave, which frightened theiu bo that they nearly 
took to their heels. Finally Silas emerged from bis 
hiding-place, and was even persuaded to come into the 
house, as he wsis assured no Roman was there. Nothing 
however, could induce him lo bring on kibe Roared things 
entrusted to his charge. Ho said they were safe- where 
they were, and ho would deliver them np into no hands 
but those of Kusebius or Bishop Simeon. 

While Silas was sealed comfortably at tho (able, for 
the first time for many months past, enjoying a goblet 
of wine and a cako of Iresli bread which Kachcl had set 
before bira t Benjamin BUM running in to announce that 
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Lnclnn was coming, and another Roman with him. In- 
stantly the mistrustful old man rose to his feet, drained 
Ilia goblet, thrust the remains of the broad into his 
pocket and made a speedy exit by the bank -door, unde- 
terred by the assurances given film that Lucius was a 
[fiend to bo entirely trusted. "Romans are Romans," 
he muttered us he again disappeared into the cave. 

Lucius brought with him Wart ius, who had sustained 
an injury t-o his hand whilst constructing the embank- 
ment. "Ber© la am Old acquaintance," he said to 
Thamar ou eutering. "You must exercise your skill 
in healing his hurt, and be wilt protect yon from the 
soldiers who are bent on pillage. You remember seeing 
him at the time of our first mcetingl" 

Thamur recognized Martius at once, and he was made 
heartily welcome. While the yonng girl bound up his 
hand and placed it in a sling, Lucius related the latest 
news concerning the siege. The distress caused by 
famine oould go no further, he said. Titus himself 
shuddered at the sight of the distress which be brought 
upon tliecity; but ho excused himself by attributing 
the blame to the misdeeds of the inhabitants for which 
they were chastised by Heaven. 

"Ychtei day," he continued, "a sad instance came to 
onr ear*. A poor woman, driven out of her sensed by 
the pangs of hunger, and the stress of want, kil led her 
own child, and roasted Mm. Presently tho robbers, 
attracted by the Sin.-ll, burst into her house, and threat- 
ened to cut her throat immediately II sho did not give 
them the food she had prepared. The poor crazy crea- 
ture set before them the remains of the horrid] meal, 
saying: "This is my son, and what hath been done Is 
my own doing. Come eat of this food, I too have eaten 
of it ; do not pretend to lie more tender than a woman, 
more compassionate than a mother." ') 

•'How terrible! When will the end bet" Uio "by- 
standers enquired. 

•'It will soon come. Tomorrow tho Itallering-rams 
•will be set to work , and then the last desperate engage- 
ment will follow. Already the besieged make but a 

>) Ibid. VI. 8, 4. 
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feeble resistance, hunger sinus to hnTO done the work 
nf c-i.iu j in >i . But wliiiL 1 was going to »iy, Benjamin; 
since yesterday I have nut Nrn any dtiven Hying about 
the Louse we :ill know no veil. I Ihinb there wcrea 
pair to be seen the dny before yesterday, but today I 
looked for them in vain. 1 ' 

_ "AuMri thru lthoita has killed Iliem all!" Benja- 
min exclaimed. 

' 'Or perhaps th« i-oMmth have shut 1 hem wil h arrows, 
and who eaii say that tliey liave- not [nil Paiilimtsand his 

mother and hoih Hie maids torteuili," Nathaniel said. 

*'I believe tliey have long sigo ttiicriiinlied to sfa&rva- 

tioD or the pestilence," Bacho] obmrved mournfully. 

"God and his good angels will htkecttrftOl them," 

Tli:iin;ir sawl eonhdcnily. "Paulina once (old me that 
it was foretold her by tin' mother of on i- Lord) that she 
would oullive I he tribulation of these doj 8, and not de- 
part Out or this viillcy of leurs mil i I after the eily was 
taken. So I hope thal> I In- others will ls> alive am well. 

O Lucius, I niM'd scarcely beg yon to hasten lo their 

help, as soon as yo<ir legions enter tlm unhappy eity." 

"Even were 1 not u Christian, ordinary gratitude 
would tonipcl me to do so," the l«ei;ato answered. 
"But tell me, where am I to find Eusehius and hi.s wife 
Salome 1" 

"Xot far off, in the house wherein oar Lord fustftot- 
ed the mysteries of Hi« love. Oh, yon do not know it, 
you were never there," Thamar rejoined. She then 
described the plaee where the coenaeuluiu was. 

Benjamin and Nalliuuiel lieggrd Lucius fo permit 
them to go with biiu as guides, when he should enter 
the conquered eily. Hut h« refused, Baying he eould 
not hare boys in the mfikfl of the storming pnrty, and 
he thought he could] find his way quite well by Tha mar's 
instructions. 

"But you must pray," he added "that I may not 
arrrre too late to he of any aW. For (lie orders Titus 

Issued today to the troOPS BOUml terribly i-rnel anil san- 
guinary. Kot only wen- all who worn taken with arms 
in their hands U> bw crucified or sentenced lo tlie in the 
arena, but «ren the sick mid infirm were to tie slain 
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without exception. The youngest and most beautiful 
Of "W ineu and youths were to l>e reserved to grace the 
triumph; all the others, men and women were to be seut 
as. slaves to work in the Egyptian mines, on the galleys 
or on the public buildings in Home. Those under sev- 
enteen years of age were to be sold as slaves." 

All his hearers uttered exclamations of horror 
Can yon not induce Titus to greater clemency!" Tha- 
mur asked. 

"I have tried in vain to do so. Titus is a Roman 
and a pagan to the backbone; there is not a fibre of 
Christian compassion in his heart," Lochia replied 
"Besides, it mnsb be owned that this foolish resistance 
on the part of the Jews has thoroughly incensed both 
the General and the whole army. -The time of pardon 
is past,' he said to the priests, who when the holy 
noose was burnt, pegged for their lives: ana thev were 
all put to death." ') ' 

Rabbi Sadoe enquired whether the offer of a large 
suni of money would obtain a mitigation of the cruel 
sentence, but Lnrios replied that It had already been 
proc aimed to the legions and could not possibly be 
revoked. So when they parted, they felt that a terrible 
and inevitable judgment was in store for them. 

Early on the following day the two boys went up to 
the Mount of Olives with the decurion, with whom thev 
had soon made Monde, The ill-fated cily lay at their 
feet. Thin columns of smoke still nswuded here and 
there from the Charred and blackened walls of the temple 
"The heat is st ill so great below the rubbish " Mar- 
Hub said, "that no one as yet can search for the gold, 
although great masses of it are not far below the surface 
The fire lias cracked the huge blocks of marble and per- 
fectly calcined some of them." 1 

• /'J es , , "., Na{J .' anielonswered ' "vur Lord's prediction 
w indeed literally fulfilled: 'Amen, I say to you, there 

shall not be tort here a stone npon a stona that shall not 
be destroyed.'" 

On the western side of the temple the machines conld 
beseen iu full play, hurling spears and stones on to the 

') IMd. VI. 6, 1. 
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roofs and info the streets of the city, while the thud -of 

the battering-rains, tb lei in;: .i:'iih,i the inasaive walls 

could lw heard jih far as Mount Olivet. The men ran to 
aud fro npon the ciiiltaiikuii'iit like ants upon an anthill, 
and behind it the legious stood drawn tip in liattle array, 
ready for the assault. 

Suddenly there was a lull ; (ho project! lea censed to 
fly, the battering- runis also susjtended their work of 
destruction. 

"What can the reason of that ln-1" cri«>d Martins. 

"Look there, over at the h'inli gate; they are making 
signals and waving pahiibranehrs,'' ii". exclaimed. 

"Tbey are asking merry ami are iihout (o ojn-u tlie 
gates," said Marlins. "By Hercules, J hear Dm trum- 
pet-call. The soldiers are leaving the luniks arid crowd- 
ing to the gules. And I, cliild of iiiiflfortomfl that I am, 
must needs have my right hand disabled on the very 
eve of the day on whieh the Looting bflgUMl Hut I have 
no inlenliun of standing hrreand watching ntTOOOmdefl' 
entry into the town. You go home, boyst 1 »m off to 
see if my left hand is not strong enough to curry away 
a good portion of the spoils." 

"Take us with yon, take ur with you," the boya 
entreated. "We will show yoa the nearest way." 

"Come iJ yon like, only mind you keep close to me, 
otherwise I would not give much for your chance of life 
or liberty by night," the decurion replied, as he began 
to descend the bill with great strides, so that his com- 
panions could hardly keep up -with him. 

Ben (iioras and the <iulihsiu at last hail seen that all 
further resistance was hopeless. After an unsuccessful 
attempt to hreak through I he nail of enclosure close to 

the pool of Siloe, the former liad sought refuge in the 
subterranean passages in the hill whereon the temple 
stood, while the other crept iulo Ihe vaults I iclow Herod's 
tower, and endeavored to dig out a way of escape under 
the walls, taking with him masons, who should help 
him to carry away his treasures, ltut hunger soon 
drove them out of their hiding places, and TitUB had 
them heavily ironed, and kept in reserve to figure in his 
triumph. Their followers, utterly disheartened, having 
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lost their leaders, at once ]»id down their arms and 
asked for mercy. 

Their pciuiM came too late. Many wore hewn down 
by the guards at the gate, and tlie soldiers, like a de- 
vafitaiingalream poured into all the squares ami streets, 
all (ho lanes and alleys ol the city with joyful acclama- 
tions. Jo Inumphe resounded on every side. "Mars 
Mars down with the foes of Koine." 4„d during the 
next twelve hours deeds of cruelty and honor were 
commuted winch are a stain on the pages of Iiislorv, 
and which the chronicler of the incidents of this sad 
tone gladly passes over in silence. 

In the house which our Blessed Lady had hallowed 
by hep presence I*ulinus knelt by the bedside of his 
dying mother. _ The two servants Khede and. Sara were 
also there, besides the pious old Salome. 

At sunrise they had said their morning prayers as 
usual. Then the last pair of doves flew into the room, 
andwrrtkiiig about the coverlet of the bed, seemed to 
beg for the crumbs which formed their accustomed 
repast ; each day there had been less to spare for them 
Paulina smiled faintly at the sight of her pets, whilst 
Khodc, gently stroking the pretty creatures, said with 
tears m her eyes : ';TE,cy mast be Baeriflccd, there is no 
help far it. One divided among four persons each dav 
w.u scarcely keep us from starralion. Which of the 
two shall ,lio first V" 

Pawlhia stretched out her while, trembling hand as 
if to protect Che birds. "Neither," she said. '-Our 
Borrows are nearly ended. Last night I saw the Mother 
of our Lord, she beckoned me to go to her. J should 
be grateful if you would call Eusebius at once. Ask 
him to bring the sacred viaticum and the holy oils: 
time is ended for me, eternity will soon begin. 




yon 
on 1 

i" — -,r »•» — ••» ,<.....<. i*Maiitii«'n vi tile 

woman a change came over her own countenance, and 
She hastened out to tell Paulinos, who instantly went to 
the Cenac e, and returned accompanied by the Priest 

Scarcely had the sacred rites been porformed, when 
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the trumpet bliist of the victorious Romans rang through 
the streets, their triumphant shouts mingling with the 
w&iliug o* the nnhappy inhabitants, disturbing the peace 
of the quiet household. "(.'ourage mid confidence," 
ejaculated Hie dying woman, "(ind and his holy angels 
hare hitherto protected thin habitation from harm; they 
will not abandon us in thia Rii|>rcme hour. Farewell, all 
of you. And you above nil, myHou, preservo the crown 
which is given into- your keeping. Tim peace of Hie. Lord 
be with you and with all men of jjium! will, tilory to 
God in (he highest! Amen." Her head fell back on the 
pillow, and her eyes closet 1 ju their hint long sleep. 

Eusebius and FiiulinuH with Iho women wero still 
kneeling in prayer beside tho departed, when a loud 
knocking was heard at the door, anil roiich voiccfl de- 
manded admittance. Paulinas kisRcd Ms lnotlicr'a hand, 
made the sign of tlio cross, and went uuliesitalingly to 
the door. The women Hhrlekol when it was o|h'ihm1, and 
several soldiers with drawn swords entered the chamber. 

"la the name of <Jod, 3 l«*-g you to show reverence 
to the presence of death, which has just filtered before 
you," I'aiilinus said to them. 

"Who are we tliat we nliould liavet any reverence for 
death?" the Romans rejoined. "Death is our business, 
as you and these old crows shall find out presently. 
But first bring out your money, or I swear,, the most 
cruel tortures shall force it from you. I am an adept at 
that sort of thing'" 

The barlKiriaiiB wero actually putting their threat 
Into execution and were engaged in gaggingand binding 
the young man, when t he door was again thrust open and 
ft big, broadshonldered man OBBM In, Ilia right arm in a 
sling. "You have come to the wrong liouse, comrades," 
he said. "Bind the relnda and rob the rich. These 
people are neither the one nor the othcr ; and besides, 
they are under my protection-" 

"Hollo, hero iri decurinn Martins of the twelfth le- 
gion!" exclaimed one of the pillaging party. "Wliafc 
business have you pray to order us alwiull Do yon want 
to pick a quarrel with us. I have my sword handy, it 
you do nob take yourself ofl." 
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"O coward! Von can be brave enough when I am 
unable to use my right arm. Come on though, ray left 
hand is good enough for you," Martius answered, at* 
planting bis back against the wall lie brandished his 
sword with his left hand. 

At that moment a boy's voice was heard outside cal- 
ling: *'Lucius, Lucius I Come quickly, they are going to 
kill our good -Martins!' 1 A minute later the legate lept 
from his horse; the soldiers niadeoff directly, and he en- 
tered the house together with Benjamin and Nathaniel. 

"There now, see how God and His angels watch over 
us," Eusebius exclaimed, whilst Sara, at the sight of 
her darling boy, could not repress a ory of delight. 

They were rescued, at least for the present, but the 
legato liiins"!f could not ensure their safety from the 
blind fury of the soldiery. Intoxicated as they were by 
the licence attendant on victory. It was agreed to pre- 
pare for flight that same night. Lucius succeeded, by 
means of the decurion Martins, to collect a few Christian 
soldiers, who bad been condemned with him to serve in 
the convict gang for the sake of their faith, and wlio had 
remained in the camp, not taking part in the pillago of 
the city; tnese he Bet to guard the house. Having thus 
made arrangements for tin* safety of his prot£g£s, he 
accompanied Eosebius to the Cenocle, that the Priest 
might fetch the chalice used by our Lord at the Last 
Supjier from its place of concealment, and carry* it, under 
his escort to the house where our Lady once dwelt. 

Meanwhile a last resting-place had been prepared for 
Paulina in the garden beneath the old fig-tree, and in 
the evening twilight she was laid in the grave by the 
mourners, in the hope of a Joyous resurrection. Then 
Lucius urged them to start at once. The fugitives were 
not encumbered with much earthly goods; only the 
chalice which Euseblus concealed in the folds of his 
garment, was more precious in tfieir sight than silver 
and gold. Nor would the offer of the richest Jewels 
have indnced Benjamin to part with the last pair of 
doves, which he and Nathaniel had caught and put into 
ft cage, and which he carried with him mOHt carefully. 
Thns, conducted by their escort of Christian soldierB, 
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the Tittle band, protected by the holy angels, made their 
way out ol the doomed city where the abomination ol 
desolation prevailed. The stars phone peacefully in the 
heavens above when they reached the tnbqail homestead 
inBethania, where they were joyfully greeted by Thamar 
and Rachel, who were anxiously looking" out for them. 

The next day Titus held a. grand review of his forces 
on the occasion of which he commended Uio valor dis- 
played by both officers and private*, and distributed 
rewards to those who had signalized tln>niselves in this 
war. Amongst those who were speHally mentioned on 
accouDtof their exploits, and to whom a pluee in fhe 
triumphal procesaioa was promised, were tlm legato 
LuciuH, the decurioni Martins, and several Christian 
soldiers who had been in the convict company. Finally 
the General gave orders that theeity of Jerusalem should 
be entirely demolished and made. avao to the ground, 
only the tlireo loftiest towers erected by Herod, i'haeae- 
lus, Hippicus and MariiiiLiuc, *m to l>e left standing. 
These were spared partly to coui|ieiinnte to Berenice for 
his failure in saving tlie temple. This led the ambitions 
queen to hope that Imr ardent desire to wear the Jniper- 
ial crown might soon bo fulfilled. Titus was however 
far too worldly-wise to contract an alliance for life with 
a princess of Asiatic birth, who was an object of con- 
tempt to his officers and the whole army, and towards 
whom his father was by uo means well disposed. She 
did indeed follow him to Rome, hat there she was soon 
forced to acknowledge that the visions of the future 
conjured up by the Egyptian sorceress were false and 
deceitful. 

After the review Titus rode with the legate to the 
upper city, in order to look round it once more, before 
the work of destruction liegan. At the pile of Kphraim 
he paused, and directed the attention of Die commanders 
who accompanied him to the wonderful solidity of the 
walla and fortresses. Culling ou his principal officers 
by name, he asked them, in accents of admiration, 
whether during their campaigns in Asia, Africa or in 
Europe, they had ever met with fdruetures such as those. 
"Look, 1 ' he said, "at the immense size of these stones! 
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measure the thickness of those walls! See here, at this 
place Nicon, the most ponderous of our battering-rams, 
thumped all day long, yet with all the Tioleuce of. it« 
blowa not a single atone has been dislodged. We cer- 
tainly have had God lor our helper in this war! it, was 
none other than God who drove the Jews out of these 
fortiacations, for what could the hands of men or 
aiiy machine do towards overthrowing this massive 
masonry!" 1 ) 

Tho officers were no less astonished than Titos at the 
impregnable fortifications of the city, and agreed with 
him that the edict of a higher ruler had been tanned for 
its destruction. As they entered Hie gate lending jnto 
the city, Lucius Flavus said to the General ; "Now yon 
see, Titus, how literally the prophecy ot Jesus of Naza- 
reth, pronounced between thirty and forty years aeo % 
has been fulfilled." 

"I cannot deny it, certainly," the General replied. 
"He must have been inspired by the gods like our 
sybils. But pray do not think that I shall adopt hfa 
doctrines because of that. I remain faithful to the cods. 
Of Rome, with whom the fate of onr glorious empire 
Stands or falls." 

Lucius conld pay no more at that time, as the other 
legates pressed round Tit us, They wen; lost in admira- 
tion at tho colons:.! towi-r.s of the royal city, vhich Titus 
wiahetf to be preserved as a monument of Jerusalem's 
former greatness and glory. They then went to the 
bridge of the temple ana traversed the vast Quadrangle 
in which it stood. All round blackened ruins were to 
be seen in the plafle of th« splendid cloisters, and where 
the marble walls and golden roof of the sanctuary once 
dazzled the eyes of the spectators, a mass of debris en- 
enmbered the ground. In the outer court the prisoners 
were detained ; they mi^ht be counted by thousands. 
They stood there in Wank despair; some ^citraod their 
conquerors, others pleaded for pardon. Their petitions 
were fruitless; Cacaar gave orders to the legate Fronto*) 

') Ibid. VI. 9, 1. 
ibid. vi. », a. 
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to nend them to work as slaves in Egypt or on the 
galleys, after he had ■elected the finest and handsomest 
men to figure in bis triumphal ]>ro«essi©n or for the 
games in the amphitheatre. Pronto lost no time in 
executing Uiiii bobcat, Long HfringH of captives chained 
together and driven like cattle by the brutal soldiers, 

wended their way lo the neorasl Ben-port. As they 

turned a last, lingering look at Jerusalem, they saw the 
flames mounting np to Etefttm And simultaneously 

with tlio volumes of Smoke mid leaping Haines there 
weat up a wail of sorrow and despair. I ho agonized cry 
of the unhappy nation, now no longer (lie vhoKcn people 
of God. 

On the following day I.ueiim KIilyiin asked (lie 

General's permission to escort Mm charges to Caesarea 

and Antioeh. Aft.r that, Jm wished Logo to Koine, to 
search for Ills mother and Ulster, who IkkI taken tlight 
in order to &w:\\m Neru'w crm-l p.-i>e< ulimi. Titus 
willingly granted him tlio deal red leave of absence, on 
Condition however, (hat he should not fail to put in an 
appearance in the early part of (he next year in lime for 
the triumphal entry unto Koine. "I owe my life lo 
yon," he said in conclusion, "and 1 Uo not forget the 
promise I then made to yon. 1 shall keep rny word; 
I shall not pcrHecute the Christiana." Lucius ventured 
to make one more attempt to convince his General of the 
divine character or the Christian doctrines. But Titus 
would not he persuaded! lo renounce fealty to the Roman 
deities. U YV© will not quarrel al«mt the question 
whether Ju idler or Jesus shall claim the sovereignty of 
the world. The future will decide I Farewell, w» will 
meet again!" He then added with n smile: "May [con- 
gratulate yon on jour hetrolha! lo the fair and wealthy 
Jewish maiden, whom yon rescued from the Games I" 

Lucius colored, and said Dial Under I lie circumstances 

he had not dared U> prom Iiih suit, mid Til.iiH ealled 
after him, as ho took his di-pailim-, tli:d be hoped! such 

a valiant warrior would soon Ilml oonzaga to make the 
attempt. 

The brave Roman legate did not find the necessary 
courage until they had reached Q&eaarej, and tidings 
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caino from Anliocli, dial, the Jews were persecuted in 
timidly. Riibbi Sadoc did not know whither to turn 
Ms steps. Thereupon Lucius offered him and his chil- 
dren a home in Italy, and asked for the hand of his 
daughter. The nuptials loot place shortly after; Euse- 
bius performed the ceremony on the sclf-ftamo day on 
which he i id ministered holy baptism to Rabbi Badoc in 
the house of Cornelius. 

Note* to Chapter 52. 
Page 603.— "Now when Titus was come into this city, he ad- 
mired not only aonie pla.ee* o( strength in it, but particularly 
the strong towers. . . . W hen he saw their solidity, the! r altitude 
and the largeness of their several stones, and the exactness of 
their joints, as also how great whs their breadth and how exten- 
sive their length, he expressed himself in the folio-wing manner: 
"We have certainly had God for our helper in this war. It was 
none other than God who ejected the Jews out of these fortifica- 
tions, for what could the hands of men or any machines do to- 
wards overthrowing these towers." And many such discourses 
he held to his friends. (Wars of the jews, VI. 9, I.) 

Page 60S.— According 1o Josepbutt, while the legate Pronto 
was determining the fate of the prisoners, eleven thousand of 
thrm perished for wnnt of food. The number of those who were 
taken captive during the whole war he estimates at ninety-seven 
thousand! and the number of those who perished during the 
siege of Jerusalem, either being killed or dying of famine and 
pestilence, at eleven hundred thousand, all these persons being 
Jews. <VI. », 1, 2.) 



CONCLUSION. 
The Day of Titus* Triumph. 

In ill- following year, on Ha- l~lh ol April 71 A. D. 
Titus made his triumphal entry Into Rome, together 

with lli& father Vespasian, who had inaugurated the war 
with the Jcwh. 

It vaa a beautiful spring: inarnmgi not a cloud vat* 
to be seen on the azure vault «r Heaven beneath which 
Lay the city of the seven hills. All lhe pliblfe squares 
and streets through whieh the victorious army would 
pass on its way to the CapUoline hill, were gorgeously 
decorated, and thronged with mi i<\ pedant multitude. 
Heads appeared at every window, and ovou the roofs Of 

the bous-ee ami palacej on ttM line of route wom crowded 
with eager spectators. 

Outride Uit>. city, fur miles along the Appun Way* 

the via triumphal!*, Ixdh sides of tint road were lined 

with people. At the garden gate of the villa formerly 

the residence of the matron Ijiicina, two veiled ladies 
had been patiently waiting from an early hour ill the 
morning'. 

"He will not ride by without looking towards the 
liouRe, Lucilla," observed tiie elder of the two. 

"Certainly not, mother," her companion answered, 
"if tie in in tiio prow'ssinit. But pray do not raise your 

hopes too high; we have never heard anything ot him 
since we left Roma so hastily, except; u vngno report, 
which was not continued, that lie had rejoined the army 
in Palestine." 

"W&fl It likely that new* of l.neiiis would reach us 
in our hiding-place in Uiiihriiit" l.iiciaa rejoined. "It 
was only quit** -lately that we heard lli.il Nrro was dead 
and Vespasian hud been tihoaen Kmperor. We lived 
like hermits in that remote valU'y. tula our let lent mi.-.;. 
have miscarried. But I hope lie is- still alive, ami that 
we shall see him again today." 

(607) 
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"God grant it! Listen there arc the trumpets," 
Lueilla said. 

"Here they come," shouted the mob, swaying too 
and fro in their excitement. 

Lictorscanie first to clear the way, anil heralds who 
proclaim* ■ I the grandeur and the glorious achievements 
of the divine Emperor and his son. After them rode a 

squadron of troopers in glittering armor, wreaths of 

laurel I ■■ -i n.-r wound round their brilliant hcEmets. Then 
came the senators, walking along solemnly in their togas 
of dazzling whiteness, them the highost dignitaries of th e 
state, adorned with the insignia of their rank. They 
were followed by servitors who scattered among the 
bystanders the medals struck to commemorate the tri- 
umph. One of t-hesofell at Lu cilia's feet} she picked 
it up and showed it to her mother, saying: "On oue 
side the head of Titus crowned "with laurel, on the 
reverse the tigiire of a woman weeping, seated under a 
palm-tree." 

Her mother read the legend : Judaea capta. 

Now shouts of exultation from thousands of voices 
rent the air; the soldiers were passing; with the spoils 
taken from the conquered city : the magnificent golden 
candlesticks with seven branches, which burnt diiy and 
night in the sanctuary; (he golden tabic of Hlirw-hn-nd 
borne aloft on the men's shoulders, greatly netted 

Ijiicilhi's admiration. "I,ook, iimlhcr," nho ex-claiint-il, 
"those gigantic scrolls of parchment with gold letlers 
are surely the law of Moses and the writings ol the 
prophets, who at the dictation of the Holy Spirit foretold 
the birth and! life of the Sou of God, His pas-sion and 
His glory!" 

"No donbt they are, my daughter, but do not speak 
so loud, and talk Greek, that the people may not under- 
stand you." Then they both looked wilh interest at Uh 
numerous trophies that were carried past; iiuinlters 'if 
vases and vessels of pure gold taken out of the treasury 
of the temple, richly-chased shields of gold and silver 
of curious workmanship, votive offerings wlierewit.li tbfl 

kings of Israel adorned the walla of the. holy hmiw, Hie 
silver trumpets, used to proclaim the great fauns and Hie 



LUCIUS FLATUS. 609 

year of Jubilee* lastly llic half rhurred Ixmns and rafters 
of tlie Holy of holies covered with polcl plates and orna- 
mented with precious stones. Then soldiers followed 
carrying pictures of tlie sieyo and storming of several 
of tlie cities of Palestine j thoMWOrt painted in glaring 
colora ami raised aloft on polos, What Allotted most 
admiration from (he populuco were two representations 
on a large scale of the- WJ «f Jerusalem and the burning 
of the temple; these were greeted m HU ringing eheers- 

After this group had gone by Urn BWrfflelal victims 
next came, led liy youths and accompanied by the priests 
of Jupiter. They writ- snow while heifers with gilili-tl 
horns, decked wiih garlands and ribbona. "A las tor the 
blindness of UUNN people!'' Ijiieilla murmured. "Those 
Who offer the saerifieeH an* going '«» df.stnirtiou an mm.- 

ly as the animals thev are leading toUaoalanguter." 
•'Hush, child, speak low. Look, hen oohm ilia 

human victims, whose blond will Ite ulied freely in tlie 
nest few days. That Hinister-Wmking man in regal rnlsjg 
anil niaiiaeled, who i« walking first is probably tlie 
leader of the Jews." 

The individual in q uestion was truly Hie hapless 
Simou ilea Gioras, who hud once I-ccn ^reeled by the 
Jews as the SIfHsiiih, the Hon of David, ami on whoso 
soul rested the guilt of uo small amount of bloodshed. 
His countenance wore a louk of gloomy despair as lie 
strode along to meet the death ho kuew was awaiting 
him in the Roman capital. John of Ginobala walked 
beside him. a miserable, tottering figure. Both were 
received with mocking jeers, and mad was east at them. 
After them came a Jew dressed in tho vestment* ol the 
High-Priest; the twelve pradoua stones of his breast- 
plate gleamed in the. sunlight. Seven hundred picked 
men and yontbs, all in fent:d garments ami heavily 
ironed, followed in sombre silence. 

"Only seven lmndred In licht in l.lm circus! There 
shonld be seven thousand at the wry least," cried one 
of the spcrtalora. "Did not Titus hive morn than two 
thousand cut U> pieces, in tlie iiniphi1lieal.ro uM'acsarea 
in his brother's honor, and III'! same iiumlieratBerytnSi 
and even more in Autioeh f" 
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"Very true, very trae, my bloodthirsty friend," 
answered a jester iii tlie crowd. "I will toll you what 
youwuwtdo; join their ranks and then there will be 
seven hundred and one!" 

This witticism provoked a shoot of laughter. Then 
all the heads were stretched out, Cor the victorious troops 
began io march past, preceded by military music. A 
roar like the sound of ocean waves ran through the mul- 
titudes, it resounded on all sides ; far and wide, from tho 
walls qi the city, from the hills all around the jubilant cry 
of the soldiers waa reechoed: Io triumph el Jo triumyhef 

"Now watch closely, lest you should miss Lucius," 
Lucina said to her daughter, her heart beating high with 
excitement and hopo. Squadron after squadron, cohort 
after cohort marched past, singing and shouting, all 
witli laurel wrcatlis on their helmets and garlands on 
their spears. Lucius was not among them. Thru camp 
ensigns and standard bearers; next the Praetorian band, 
followed by the gilded chariot, drawn by four splendid 
horses, in which was Vespasian, the first of the two 
victorious generals. With more than Imperial dignity, 
with the bearing of a god tho Kinperor stood erect, 
arrayed in the robes of Jupiter Capitol inus, a purpns 
tunic and toga richly embroidered with gold. 

"Lucius is not there," his mother sighed, pressing 
her bands on her throbbing htwrt. 

bufilla consoled her by Baying ho might slill come. 
A group of ollieers on horseback wore approaching, 
escorting Titus, the second hero of the day. 

"Those are only the moat distinguished Tribunes 
and [rtgatoa. Lucius cannot have risen so high as to be 
amongthem," her mother replied. 

Scarcely had these words escaped her lipH, when one 
of the officers who was riding beside Titus' triumphal 
chariot, turned his head towards the house, and both 
mother ami daughter u I tered a cry of delight: "Lucius!" 
He Caught the sound, and recognized them; a moment 
later he brought his horse to their side. Hut only a few 
words could be exchanged, for Lucius had to accompany 
the General to the Capitol ine. He told them however 
to meet him at Aquila's house later on; then he spurred 
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hishorsoand again took hi* place in the procesaiou; 
bis heart swelling with greater and purer emotion than 
that of the proud victor on whoso haughty head the 
golden laurel-wreath wa,s n.'sting. 

In the evening of the same day, under Aquila's 
hospitable roof, Lueius introduced 'riisniiar, his youthful 
bride and her brother Itcnjamin to In mother ami sister. 

iinbbi Srtdoc, who bad bun i lie m&M of Cnvdltu «t 

bis baptism,, did! not wi.s|i to Ihi pi- ■■■■n led (o the Itoman 
ladies until the* next morning, for hit spent the day of 
foreign triumph over Ida nation's full and the destruction 
of lit-- holy i»!;i.-.- in .strut h'lin'iiii'iit Willi |»ray«>r and 
fasting. But nil iM-iiij* Christians, they regarded one 
another as members or one mid I he same family, and 
Jews and Romans wen- united by I lie bond of charity. 
Lncinaand her daughter groetod l*aulinus-ns jin old and 

dear friend, and with Kliodo, N.ii U:« 1 mid Huclicl, 

whom Lucius had also brought to Ibune, they 0OOD 
formed one household. Tliero WiW HO tlHKil for Oiioh 

and all to relate j I'aiiliniw showed Vemniea's veil l« 
Lneina and I.ueilla, who generated it with tenra of 
emotion; Iteiijainin exhibited the eage containing the 
cherished while doves — in a word, then- was no lack of 
conversation during those first happy days. 

ICabbi Badoc, or Cornelius ;i- we must now call lifm, 
could not make himself at home in Konie. So Lupins 
went; with him to Unihria, where he hoped to meet with 
a suitable house for the whole party near the hermitage 
when his mother had found a retreat. There was no 
want of means, for, urged |>y Lucius, Til us bail caused 

tlie principal part of Hiidoc's property, which had l>ecn 
held in sequestration at Ant inch ever since; tho diiys 
when t testiiis Gallon was (Snveruor, to in 1 handed over 
to him. The old man WM dr*ludiled with the lake of 
Trasimene. The wide expanse of tranquil water, of a 
deep blue color, reminded him of I lie lake> of <«eiiesitret. 
Accordingly he purchased a large handsome Roman villa 
is the neighborhood, with vim-yards ami orftng*-gr«re8) 
and in the autuiun he removed thither with I.ueina and 
Thamar and tin? whole family. 

Before leaving Home, Cornelius had a long interview 
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with LinnH, St. Peter's successor in the Papal 8ee, and 
was entrusted by him with a task which was thorough.- 
ly to his taste, that of transcribiiig Hie Holy Scriptures. 
He accepted it with enthusiasm, saying that bis life 
should bo devoted to the work. "As formerly I 
culpably resisted the "Word of God, now I will apply all 
my learning aud all my powers to mako His holy Word 
known throughout all the world, and to transmit it to 
posterity in all its integrity. Holy Father, Hood the 
ablest Christian MrfiM whom yon hare tomctoTJm- 
brio. They shall have the quietest, most pleasant room 
in my villa aliped to them; I will provide them with 
all that they way require for their work, and mysell 
work with them and superintend them to ensure the 
text of the Holy Scriptures against the slightest altera- 
tion or falsification." 

So spoke Cornelius; and having received the Pope's 
blessing, he withdrew to his home by the Trnsimene 
lake to undertake with his scribes the important and 
useful work of furnishing the Church with correct and 
clear copies of the holy Gospels. 



Five years, a whole lustrum, have elapsed since the 
events last recorded look plane. 

A new city was slowly rising on Ihc rrtins of the 
ancient Jerusalem ; but Mount Moriu remained waste 
mid desolate, only ii U>w walk-red fragnieut s recalling 
the former glory of the beautiful and magnificent tem- 
ple. They too were soon to disappear, aud the very 
foundations to be dug out, so that our Lord's prediction 
that not a stone should remain upon a stone was liter- 
ally fulfilled. 

The venerablo bishop Simeon returned from Pclla 
with his little flock, and caused the Coenaculum, which 
had escape*! much damage, to be again arranged as a 
Christian church. He consoled the little community, 
who at first were distressed at the destruction of the 
temple. For until that time, as we have Raid, the Chris- 
tians wore accustomed to go up to Hie temple with the 
Jews to pray. "It was well for us that the Lord Jesus 



XUCIl'ft FLAYCS. 6i3 

went away from m, though wo couM not understand 
this at the time, and grieved surely over His departure. 
So it is good lor our Church that me temple of tho Lord 
should betaken from in. While it was steading the 

Church of Christ would have been too nodi hampered 
by Uie old law, which is only a foreshadowing Of the 
new sacrifice and a preparation for it. Now f reed from 
these bonds she will grow Mid bo developed, and form 
that spiritual Jerusalem which shall embrace the whole 
world, the city over which the Uimlt rules who was 
slain from the beginning." 

With these words iim aged blabop eneonngea Ms 
flock. He presided over lliem for thirty more years, 
and ended his days in tlm penwontion under Trajan in 
the year 10?, being ernclfled by order of AMiciis the 
Governor. We rend in tho Roman murlyroIoKy that ait 
who witnessed his (IkhIIi, cv»n the JodgeaTriio condemn- 
ed hini, were astonished at tho cuiimgo and fortitade 
wherewith nn old BUB) a bandied and twenty years, of 
age endured tho tortures o! fchewOBBi 

But In tlin pcriiwl of which wo arc HjKuiking, during 
the reign of VcHpasian and Tilus, the Clnnrh enjoyed 
freedom from persecution. Wo will conclude our nar- 
rative by placing Iwsforo tlie reader a picture of those 

tranquil days. 

On the eastern shore of the bcantifnl lake of Trasi- 
mene stands a large Roman villa shaded by orange trees. 
Graceful vines clinp to the slender ionic columns of the 

peristyle ami a fountain li heard to murmur gently amid 

the luxuriant tdinihs in the garden. Over it white 
doves are hovering, Rome drinking Iroiu the marble 
basin, or picking up tho grains of com which B rosy- 
cheeked youngster BOm* four years oh! is scattering for 
them on the gravel pathway. 

"Graudiiinthtr, is Father coming soont" he cries, 
addressing UYi'iienih!" matron, who, silting in the shade 
of an arbor, had Hearty fallen asleep over the scroll she 

was reading. 

"Yes, lie is coming, Tmeilhm, and we en all going 
to meet him ns Boon U your little sister in awake)," the 
Old lady answered, stroking the fair curly head of the 
child at her knee. 
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The boy clapped his chubby bands Jn the joy of his 
heart. *'Mother wall come too, aucl Aunt Lucillaf" 
he asked. 

"Certainly, and tho "white doves, if they will." 

"No, they will not fly with us, but tlie while lamb 
Martins gave ino shall come," he weut on with rlii'hl Mi 
delight. "Lacilhis will lead it by Ihe hlne ribbon. 
And Uncle Benjamin will be there, but not Paulinas 
and Nat ha." 

"Why are Paulinos and Nathaniel to be left at 
home t" the grandmother inquired. 

"Thoy must go on with (heir writing. Now I am 
going to fetch the lamb and wake Thamar, then wo «ill 
setoff." 

Tho grandmother smiled at the imperious tone as- 
sumed by the little fellow. "A. future commander-in- 
chief,' 1 alio said to herself. 

At that moment the graceful form of a beautiful 
young woman appeared at the top of the steps leading 
from the house into tho garden, holding ;i child Home 
two years old in her arms. The Roman mntrou went 
to meet her danghter-in-law and her grandchild. 

Lncillus Tan up with noisy welcome to mi aged man 
somewhat bent, with a flowing while beard, who came 
out of the house leaning on thenrni of a. bhwmiiiuj ninid- 
en. "(i rami father," he cried, "and Aunt I.ueilla, I am 
going wiLh yon, ami my lamhj Hero come 1{u<*Ih-1 and 
Sara ami Rhode, and Uncle Benjamin, and Nathaniel 
and Panlimia too; have you finished yonr writing 1 If 
not, grandfather will scold you." 

The scribes had duly completed their tasks to 
Cornelias' satisfaction, and tho whole party set out just 
as the sun was sinking in all Its glory tiebind tho west- 
era hills. Iiucius had gone to Rome in response to a 
pressing call from Titus, and it was not without nnesmi - 
ncaa tliats Thamar anticipated his return. lie was still 
attached to the service of the State, although h is yonnn 
wife would gladly have had him always vith her. 
Under his care Cornelius had sent a 1arj«e mso of manu- 
scripts to the Holy P: tthe r ; the G oapels o f the evsniKelisl-i 
Matthew, Hark and Lake, besides all tho epistles of 
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Paul ami IVIor, carefully (.ranseriltcd Word for word and 
letter for letter under Uts personal supervision. II" waa 
now wailing for afresh supply of parchment and writing 
materials to continue the Homnwhat urdtioiis work. 

The shady avenue of chestnut -trcce beside the wnil- 
1ng lake was ho>ihi left Miind, nnd llm highroad reached. 
The parly luul not wailed hung under n spreading elm 
when Ik'iijii iiiin, now a linn well-grown youth, exclaimed: 
"Hero lie comes!" 

LKtle Lucillus clapped hi/i hands anil repented I lie 
news: "Here comes Father, and Marlins with him." 

"Yes, here they conm, hat not I hey alone, " TattoOT 
remarked; "Them is hoiiu* on-e elw riding with l.heni to 
whom Lucius lias given (lie place of tumor on his right 
baud. MarlillMis mod cully trotting Iwliind." 

"Who can it Imf Perhaps Titus, after all— I cannot 
think of any oho oIko to whom a Knnmn Legate would 
yield the pluco of honor." said the Rabbi, with a per- 
plexed air. "And if it shouhl ImTit-u.t, I would ml her 
go away at Olirc. I do indeed licltevo that wilh tlio help 
of Go'l's grace I have forgiven bint all he did to Jerusa- 
lem, hia dcaccratum of the temple, his profanation of the 
sacred vessels, but still I should prefer not to meet him." 

"Stay be re quietly, Father," lien jinn in said: "That 
cannot bo the Emperor, ho is only riding on n innle." 

Meanwhile I ho riders drew near, and little Lacillns 
would have ran to meet his father had! he not stood 
somewhat In awe of the stranger, -who had a remarkably 
dignified appearance and mien. 

Lucius now beckoned to lii- friends, nailing ont, 
"Come, come forward all of yon. Today aalvation is 
como to on r house ; forotirlloly Father Linns, the suc- 
cessor of Peter mid <"hri«t'H vicegerent oa earth, has 
come to visit us! Kneel down to rceeive his blessing!" 

Linns raised bin band and | - . i i i ■■ (ha papal benediction. 
Then little Lueillus lost his fear of the old man who 
looked so kindly at him, and dragging forward his lamb, 
asked him to blesH that too. 

The Pope Hinilingly complied with, tins ehihlish ro- 
qnest. Then lie reminded the little fellow of the Lamb 
of God, and told him he nnmt bo ono of thn good and 
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obedient Utile lambs of God's fold. After that thoy all 
conducted Linns in triumph to the villa where he was 
entertained as a beloved aud honored guest. 

Later on in the evening Lueiua told his wife the pur- 
pose for which he had been summoned to the Court. 
Vespasian was aging perceptibly, and to all appearance 
the day was not far off when the crown and scontro 
would be taken from him by the ruthless baud of Death. 
In view of this Titus offered the important post of 
Prefect of his Lifeguards to Lucius, as he had perfect 
reliance on his loyalty. Lucius had conferred with the 
Pope about his acceptanoe of this offer, aud Linus had 
allowed him to take the post, which was a most influen- 
tial one, becanse it would place him in a position- to do 
much for the welfare of the Church. "I would not 
however," Lucius concluded, "give a final answer until 
I heard what yon thought about it, my Thamar. For the 
sacrifice involved in my acceptance of this post, falls as 
heavily upon yon, if not more heavily than upon me. 
*Proetd a Jove, proeul a fubnint, ' the proverb says. A t a 
distance from Jove, at a distauce from hia thunderbolts. 
Certainly I need not fear that Titns will strike me with 
his lightnings, but behind Titus there stands his brother 
Doniltian, who is longing for thu day to come when 
death shall remove Titus also. The phyrticiaim do not 
promise him » long life. Now Domithui knows I am a 
Christian, and hates me accordingly. Tlio dm that he 
mounts the throne my death warrant will be signed. I 
read yonr answer in yonr eyes, Thamar, but In-fore you 
speak, count the cost of the sacrifice. Tomorrow after 
yon have received the Holy mysteries ask our Lord to 
counsel yon, and then tell me your decision." 

"Is there any hope of Titus becoming a Christiant" 
Thamar asked. 

"I do not think so," Lncius replied. "Without 
humility no man can come to the troth. And bow can 
one expect Titus, who is deified by the whole world, to 
be humble. He has everything that heart can wish, the 
heart at least of a Pagan. His name will be great to 
the end of time. Flavins .Tosephus is writing the 
history of the Jewish war in his houor, and you may bo 
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sure ho does not burn incense Hpuringly beforo the hero. 
The Semite is anting a< Iplandla triumphal nrdi of cost- 
ly marble to bo erected l<> commemorate lila exploits, 
aud the bas-reliefs upon ib will n-cunl his victory over 
Jcrnsalem to the latest postriity. The world cannot 
give more to Imr favorites than Jh given to him: Christ 
alone can Rive true immortality, an eternal crown to 
those who (list i »nn ish tbemsoWoa in Ilia service." 

Luciufl then Utid Ttaamar i great deal that wan inter- 
esting about Bome, about the stains of the Christians, 
the chapel AiiuclcUis hud ontInI over Um loinli n( St. 
Peler the good reports that reached Mum from the 

communities in Spain, in Gaol, and in the liliineland. 
Before lie ended In- said: "Tin-re ia one thing more I 
most tell you j I caiim across. Drnsilta a few days ago. 
According lo the world's |q<tpn©at, fortune has been 
very unkind to her. She appears to have lost all her 
property, and of all her tdiiven only one, Helena, has re- 
mained faithful to Jier. Itiit her misfortunes have been 
her salvation; ahe him Ih.-coiiio a Christian at Inert, mid 
found Uie long sought peace Ol mind- I asked her to 
pay us a visit, alio is coming next Week with Helena. 
I thought you would be pleased to see her." 

"How kind you are! Certainly I have reason to be 
grateful to her. What baa become of the unhappy 
Berenice?" 

"Do not ask about her. 6ho haa fallen lower and 
lower. Wo must commend her to tho mercy of God." 

The nest morn iug high fasti val waa kept in the vi lla. 
In tho best room in the house tho Supromo Pontiff cele- 
brated the Holy my sterios. Paulinuaassistod hirnatthe 
altar, and Benjamin and Nathaniel whom he anointed 
as acolytes, served his Mass; all who were fully initi- 
ated received Holy Communion. 

Somewhat later the Pope Inspected the work of the 
scribes and gave thorn all Wearing. "Your traniwript* 
will go ont into all tho world," ho said. "You are 
Apostles and Preachers as much as we are who publish 
by word of mouth the dLvino truths. Nay, your work 
will -be far more permanent than ours, for long after 
our tongues lie silent in tho grave, the scriptures ol 
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which you have multiplied the copies will be the great- 
est treasure of theChurch. For out of these books which 
contain th© written word of God, as from a treasury. 
Holy Church, guided by the- Spirit of God, and posses- 
sing (in 1 golden key of Apostolfo tradition, will to the 
end of time dispense to the nations the pure and immut- 
able truths of the Christian faith, by which alone wo 
can be saved." 

With the-BG and Many other grave words of encour- 
agement and instruction the successor of St. Peter gave 
solace and support to the hearts of those who listened 
to him. Moreover Pnulfmis, Benjamin and Nathaniel 
Haw their most cherished desires fulfilled; ail three were 
to return lo Jiome with the Holy Father, Paulinua to be 
ordained to the Priesthood before the end of the year, 
the other two to comments their theological studies 
under his direction. He enjoined npon Cornelius to 
pursue his work with the copyists in the service of the 
Church ; Lncios he persuaded to accept the post of Coni- 
mantlanfc of the Lifeguards offered him by Titus. "It 
is a post or peril, that I will not deny," the aged Pontiff 
said; "bnt the Christian warrior ought not to shirk 
confronting dangers which hold out to him (he hope or 
gaining the victor's wreath. You will he able to serve 
the cause of the Chnreh better there than in tho bosom 
of your family. 1 am convinced that your high -minded 
spouse ami your pious mother will make the sacrifice 
willingly." 

"Wo will do so gladly/' Thamar and Luclna an- 
swered in one breath. 

"May we not offer ourselves also to Oodt" Lncilla 
asked. 

"Assuredly you may, and I have little doubt that 
yonr sacrifice will be accepted ; that we shall all, even 
this innocent child here, playing with his lamb, be re- 
quired to shod our blood for the faith. At present God 
has granted His Church a temporary respite, an interval 
of peace which w 111 last as long as Titus is on the throne. 
But his brother Doniitian is our bitter enemy ; he hates 
the very name Of Christian, and equals Nero in the 
cruelty of his, character. Storms will soon arise and 
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much blood will l>o shed ln-forc (he- Church of Christ 
Viin-iiiisiu-s linr lot*. Mav, the wiirfar* she will have to 
wag© Will last U'»til tho consummation Of the world. But 
her final triumph i a certain. Christ Is vinlor, Christ is 

king, Christ i» ruler ol Uie whole world." 

The prediction uttered liy E*OpO Linus baa been fal- 
filled, it was accomplished in iii« oue or tiioso who 

heard it; and we know Unit the Church has con-onered 
and will conuuor for evermore. 
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